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THE  "TRUTHS"  OF  HISTORY 

The  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  all  the  history  of  all  the 
world  is  false  is  perhaps  known  to  few  people.  That  American 
history,  particularly,  abounds  in  errors,  blunders,  and  stereo- 
typed falsities,  is  known  to  even  a  smaller  number.  Walpole, 
wishing  to  amuse  his  father  after  an  unusually  wearisome  day, 
propoiied  reading  to  him  from  a  book  of  history.  "Anjlhing 
but  history,"  said  the  old  man:  " for  history  must  be  false." 

When  it  is  considered  that  historians  in  every  period  of  the 
world  have  been  narrowed  and  biased  by  personal  opinion  and 
surrounding  circumstanc*es,  the  wisdom  of  this  remark  is  per- 
ceived. The  worst  part  of  it  all  Is  that  once  a  mistake  has  been 
made  it  has  rarely  been  rectiBed,  each  succeeding  historian 
being  content  to  accept  as  facts  the  work  of  those  who  went  be- 
fore him.  The  ultimate  result  of  this  was  that  the  mistakes  were 
believed  by  those  who  read  them,  and  events  in  history  that 
never  happened,  or  were  false,  were  accepted  by  the  world  and 
ever  after  known  as  the  markers  of  important  epochs. 

It  would  take  volumes  to  contain  all  the  blunders,  small, 
lai)i;e,  and  indifferent,  that  historians  have  made,  and  the  la- 
mentable part  of  it  Is  that  the  old  blunders  are  constantly  being 
made  over  again,  so  that  with  the  errors  that  are  liound  to 
occur  in  the  history'  of  the  present,  and  the  mistakes  that  our 
forefathers  made  and  which  we  are  still  making,  history  in 
time  will  become  little  more  than  a  k>ng  though  extremely 
interesting  work  of  fictkm.  —  Boston  PoH,  Oct.  «1,  1906. 
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THEODOSIA 

CHAPTER  I 

HER  ANCE8TRT 

PRIDE  of  birth!  An  honorable  ancestry!  It 
has  been  said  of  Edmund  Burke  (1):  ''No  one 
that  ever  lived  used  the  general  ideas  of  the  thinker 
more  successfully  to  ju^ge  the  particular  problems 
of  the  statesman.  No  one  has  ever  come  so  dose 
to  the  details  of  practical  politics,  and  at  the  same 
time  remembered  that  these  can  only  be  understood 
and  only  dealt  with  by  the  aid  of  the  broad  concep- 
tions of  political  philosophy.  And  what  is  more 
than  all  for  perpetuity  of  fame,  he  was  one  of  the 
great  masters  of  the  high  and  difficult  art  of  com- 
position/* The  veneration  shown  by  the  Oriental 
nations  of  their  ancestors  is  well  known,  and  Burke 
voiced  a  sentiment  most  pertinent  to  the  subject 
before  us  and  one  entirely  in  line  with  Oriental 
opinion.  He  said:  '^He  only  deserves  to  be  re- 
membered by  posterity  who  treasures  up  and  pre- 
serves the  history  of  his  ancestors.'* 

When  the  aristocracies  of  birth  (which  was  often 
synonymous  with  rank),  education,  and  wealth  were 
compared  in  the  olden  days,  that  of  birth  led,  as  is 
written  above.  That  of  education  has  always  held 
the  middle  position.  As  honor  and  education  were 
more    valued   than   money,    wealth   could    not   get 

higher  than  third  place,  the  bottom  of  the  list.     In 
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2  THEODOSIA 

modem  times  the  aristocracy  of  birth  has  needed 
stronger  foundations  than  memories  of  past  great 
deeds,  and  wealth  made  by  others  now  largely 
supplies  the  superstructure  for  the  maintenance  of 
old  and  noble  families.  An  English  statistician 
has  computed  that  the  two  hundred  or  more  Amer- 
ican wives  of  the  English  nobility  and  gentry  have 
brought  their  husbands  nearly  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  American-made  fortunes  as  financial  key- 
stones to  support  the  decaying  English  homes  of 
those  with  an  ancestry  of  record. 

Next  to  pride  of  ancestry,  or  connection  by  de- 
scent from  a  particular  family,  comes  pride  of  blood 
or  racial  ancestrj-.  A  Stewart,  a  Douglas,  or  a 
McCiregor  may  point  with  pride  to  those  ancestors 
who  bore  the  same  name,  but  he  has  an  added  feel- 
ing of  pride  when  he  remembers  that  he  is  a  son  of 
Old  Caledonia. 

We  of  America,  who  are  descended  from  tlie 
original  settlers,  may  or  may  not  be  proud  of  our 
Anglo-Saxon  or  Dutch  origin.  We  are  all  Amer- 
icans in  name,  but  the  old  ** blood  will  tell."  The 
Declaration  of  Independence,  so  far  as  a  pronun- 
ciamento  could  do  so,  made  British  reikis  into  Amer- 
ican patriots  by  pen  strokes.  Eight  years  of  war, 
full  of  death  and  destruction,  were  required  before 
the  patent  of  American  birthright  was  granted.  In 
1785,  Britons  in  blood  were  transforme<i  into  Amer- 
icans in  name.  Now  we  have  Americans  in  name 
and  the  blood  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe  and  the 
Orient,  for  these  countries  have  sent  us  millions  of 
their  people  to  pass  through  the  process  of  polit- 
ical  transmutation.     The  naturalization  laws  have 
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taken  the  place  of  battlefields,  but  for  all  practical 
purposes  the  result  is  the  same.  True,  we  have 
Dot  taken  by  conquest  the  soil  of  these  countries, 
but  we  have  taken  the  brain  and  the  brawn  which, 
if  kept  at  home,  would  have  made  that  soil  more 
productive  and  valuable. 

The  genealogist  is  the  scientist  of  ancestry.  True, 
he  does  not  make  the  original  records,  but  it  is  he 
who  searches  them  and  constructs  family  trees. 
These  trees  have  many  branches,  and  the  ardent 
student  of  genealogy  has  frequently  found,  after 
an  expenditure  of  much  time  and  money,  that 
the}'  point  in  as  many  different  directions  as  their  for- 
est prototype.  The  genealogist  follows  promising 
clues.  Church  registers,  official  records,  and  the 
remembrances  of  oldest  inhabitants  carry  him  on 
his  way  rejoicing  until  he  comes  to  the  end  of  the 
branch  and  finds  that  certain  descendants  were  of 
John,  and  not  of  James  as  he  knows  himself  to  be. 
Of  the  same  family.^  Yes,  but  John  and  James 
parted  company  in  1733  or  thereabouts,  John  going 
to  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colonies,  while  James 
was  a  follower,  perhaps,  of  Oglethorpe  and  went 
with  him  to  Georgia.  Each  a  strain  of  British 
Wood,  grafted  upon  two  widely  separate  branches 
of  the   American  tree. 

All  this  by  way  of  introduction.  Our  feet  are 
not  yet  on  solid  ground,  speaking  genealogically, 
hut  when  they  are  we  shall  deal  with  events,  and 
many  forgotten  facts  in  American  history,  from 
1750  to  1836  —  eiglity  years,  or  more  than  man's 
allotted  span  of  life  —  will  be  brought  to  life.  They 
say  the  good  die  young,  but  an  early  deatli   is  not 
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an  infallible  certificate  of  goodness.  The  saying 
should  read  —  some  are  too  good  to  die  so  young* 
while  others  are  not  good  enough  to  have  lived  so 
long,  or  to  have  even  lived  at  all. 

But  goodness  is  relative.  What  was  good  and 
commendable  once  may  be  a  misdemeanor  or  even  a 
crime  to-day.  All  depends  upon  the  time  and  the 
manners  of  the  time.  One  century  is  not  a  strictly- 
to-be-followed  teacher  for  another;  nor  should  we, 
of  a  later  period,  if  we  would  be  just,  judge  our  pred- 
ecessors by  our  present  foot-rules  of  religion,  moral- 
ity, or  politics. 

Theodosia  Burr  was  of  English  descent.  Both 
her  father  and  mother  were  British-born  subjects. 
Her  mother  was  the  wife  of  a  British  officer.  Colonel 
Aaron  Burr  being  her  second  husband.  Theodosia 
was  born  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  but  l)e- 
fore  its  results  had  been  crystallized  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  have  said  that  her  mother's  first  husband 
was  a  British  soldier;  so  was  his  brother  during 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  in  later  vears  other 
members  of  her  first  husband*s  family  fought  under 
England*s  banner. 

On  the  paternal  side  she  was  not  a  descendant 
of  the  nobility  or  gentry  or  the  military'  arm  of  Eng- 
land, but  of  an  honest  husimndman,  who  sought 
in  America  that  wider  field  of  strenuous  endeavor 
that  was  denied  him  in  provincial  England.  The 
one  of  whom  we  write  had  no  ancestral  connection 
with  crowns  or  coronets,  but  there  was  a  coat-of- 
arms  which  we  will  descril)e  later. 

First  we  will  take  up  her  paternal  ancestors  one 
by  one,  commingled  as  they  may  be  by  marriage» 
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and  follow  them  in  their  lives  until  we  reach  the 
cradle  in  which  lay,  on  June  23,  1783,  Theodosia 
Burr,  daughter  of  Colonel  Aaron  Burr  and  Theo- 
dosia Prevost  Burr,  who  had  been  married  on  July 
i  erf  the  previous  year. 

What  we  are  to  write  of  our  subject,  and  of  the 
Boen,  women,  and  events  connected  therewith,  will 
be  in  the  historical  and  not  in  the  biographical  vein. 
The  writer  of  biography  is  too  prone  to  magnify 
the  virtues  and  minimize  the  faults  of  the  subject 
of  his  theme.  Too  many  biographers  are  inclined 
to  imitate  the  Iliad  and  Odyssey,  and  for  many 
Plutarch's  Lives  is  a  model  which  they  follow  as 
closely  as  may  be.  But  to  write  the  lives  of  heroes  of 
antiquity  calls  for  a  different  pen-point  than  is  needed 
to  record  the  doings  of  a  modern  man  or  woman. 

The  editor  of  Harper's  Magazine  (2)  writes  thus: 

We  do  not  ask  of  these  masters  that  they  shall  have  the  striking 
fminence  of  the  greatest  writers  of  the  past.  The  conditions  of  that 
idod  of  eminence  do  not  exist  in  the  present.  It  is  enough  in  this 
morr  level  world  we  live  in,  that  the  servant  should  be  as  the  master, 
oo  the  gospel  and  democratic  principle  that  mastery  is  service. 

Our  writers  are  making  a  new  literature,  especially  in  a  new  prose 
literature,  which,  if  not  more  eminent  than  that  of  the  past,  yet  is  in 
idvance  of  it  in  the  line  of  evolutionarv  tendencies.  It  has  widened 
tnd  deepened  the  currents  of  human  s^-mpathy,  and  enlarged  the  scope 
nf  1  rational  appreciation  of  the  truths  of  life,  and  it  has  done  tliis 
■ithoat  any  dependence  Uf>on  the  devices,  whether  contrived  or  ready 
at  hand,  which  helped  an  older  literature  to  a  more  imposing  grandeur. 
In  thf  simplest  way,  without  gloss  or  pretence,  it  meets  the  demands 
/  a  deeply  cultivated  sensibility.     In  a  won!,  it  srr\'es. 

The  influences  which  should  control  the  historian 
in  his  work  are  well  stated  in  the  introduction  to 
MeUin's  Journal  (3) : 
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No  better  rule  for  the  writing  of  a  history  has  erer  been  Uid  down, 
or  one  that  would  be  better  worth  adopting  by  historians,  with  their 
best  efforts  to  strictly  follow,  than  that  one  which  was  enunciated,  not 
very  long  ago,  by  our  venerated  pontiff,  Leo  XIII,  relative  to  some 
proposed  publication  from  the  Vatican  archives.  Said  he:  **The  first 
law  of  historv  is  not  to  dare  to  tell  a  lie,  the  second  not  to  fear  to  tril 
the  truth;  besides,  let  the  historian  be  beyond  all  suspicion  of  favoring 
or  hating  anyone  whomsoever.** 

Had  this  excellent  rule  been  always  followed  in  the  past,  the  world 
might  possibly  have  been  spared  some  volumes  long  acce|)ted  as 
authority.  But  with  no  motives  of  disparagement,  and  sensible  that 
many  eminent  writers  have  published  as  much  truth  as  that  portion 
of  the  world  which  they  addressed  was  willing  to  receive,  this  brief 
summary  of  historical  research  is  offered  as  a  contribution  to  the 
literature  regarding  one  event  in  the  Re\'olutionary  War. 

In  other  words,  that  a  plain,  unvarnished  recital 
of  the  truth  is  more  potent  with  the  reader  of  the 
present  day  than  the  grandiloquent  |)eriods  and 
oftentimes  fulsome  eulofi;y  indulged  in  hy  many 
biographers  and  historians. 

Sluch  of  the  information  contained  hereinafter, 
relating  to  the  Burr  Family,  is  condensed  from  a 
voluminous  work  c*ontaining  a  genealogical  record 
of  the  family  from  1193  to  1891,  by  Charles  Burr 
Todd  (4). 

Between  the  years  1630  and  1640,  three  Puritans 
--  heads  of  families — set  sail  for  the  New  World. 
The  first  of  these  to  arrive  was  Jehu  Burr.  He 
<*ame  in  1630,  with  ^Yinthrop,  and  settled  in  Rox- 
buiy\  Massachusetts.  He  accompanicMl  William 
Pynchon,  the  founder  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
and  eventually  settleil  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut. 
The  secomi  to  arrive  was  Benjamin  Burr,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  citv  of  Hartford,  Connecticut, 

m 

in   1635.     The  third   in  point  of  immigration  was 
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the  Reyerend  Jonathan  Burr,  founder  of  the  Dor- 
diester  branch,  who  arrived  in  Massachusetts  in 
18S9.  The  fourth,  or  New  Jersey  branch,  was 
founded  in  1681,  by  Henry  Burr,  a  wealthy  Quaker 
and  an  associate  of  William  Penn.  The  descend- 
ants of  Jehu  and  Benjamin  Burr  are  found  prin- 
cipally in  Connecticut  and  New  York,  although 
they  are  quite  numerous  in  Illinois  and  Iowa.  The 
descendants  of  Jonathan  Burr  are  located  in  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union,  although  they  are  most 
numerous  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  The  de- 
scendants of  Henry  Burr  settled  largely  in  New 
Jersey  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Todd's  work  covers  535  large  octavo  pages, 
and  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to  give  more  than  a 
slight  summary  of  the  valuable  genealogical  infor- 
mation that  it  contains.  In  a  succeeding  volume 
of  this  work,  entitled  "A  Century  Later,"  an  abstract 
will  l>e  made  of  the  information  contained  therein, 
with  a  view  of  showing  the  wide  range  of  professions 
and  occupations  in  which  the  descendants  of  the 
original  settlers  by  the  name  of  Burr  have  engaged, 
and  also  their  wide  distribution  throughout  the 
States  of  the  Union  and  even  foreign  countries. 

Aaron  Burr  was  of  the  fifth  generation  from  Jehu 
Burr,  and  the  137th  of  Jehu  Burr's  known  descend- 
ants. Theodosia,  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Aaron 
Burr,  and  the  subject  of  this  volume,  was  of  the 
sixth  generation  from  Jehu  Burr  and  the  'iTGth  of 
hi*j  known  descendants. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  volume  discloses 
the  fact  that  of  the  army  of  descendants  of  the  four 
original   settlers   by  the   name  of   Burr,   twenty-two 
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have  been  named  Aaron;  eleven  of  these  belonged 
to  the  Connecticut  branch,  seven  to  the  Hartford, 
one  to  the  Dorchester,  and  three  to  the  New  Jersey. 
One  of  the  female  descendants  was  named  Aarona. 
It  is  a  somewhat  peculiar  coincidence  that  two  of 
the  female  descendants  married  men  by  the  name 
of  Hamilton  —  one  being  named  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton and  .the  other  William  Hamilton.  Another 
fact  is  particularly  worthy  of  notice.  The  only 
women  connected  with  the  Burr  family,  from  the 
earliest  date  to  the  present,  who  have  borne  the 
name  Theodosia  were  Mrs.  Theodosia  Prevost 
Burr,  the  wife  of  Colonel  Aaron  Burr,  and  her 
daughter,  Theodosia  Burr  Alston.  It  seems  strange 
indeed  that  no  meml>er  of  the  Burr  family  has  ever 
named  a  daughter  Theodosia. 

The  first  man,  Adam,  is  said  to  have  been  named 
from  the  substance  of  which  he  was  formed  —  red 
earthy  and,  quite  naturally,  he  in  turn  gave  to  his 
children  names  suggested  by  the  substances  or  ob- 
jects sensible  to  his  touch  or  vision.  The  same  plan, 
as  is  well  known,  was  followed  by  the  North  Amer- 
ican Indians.  The  Romans  are  said  to  have  first 
dignified  the  individual  by  the  application  of  two 
or  more  names.  Many  of  the  old  English  surnames 
admit  of  an  easy  explanation.  Some  are  derived 
from  the  occupation,  as  Fanner,  Shepherd,  Walker, 
etc.  A  large  class  is  derived  from  mental  and 
physical  peculiarities,  such  as  Short,  Keene,  Long, 
etc.;  others  from  cxilors,  such  as  Black,  ^Vhite, 
(ireen,  etc.;  some  from  binis,  as  Swan,  Drake, 
Swallow,  Partridge,  Hawk,  etc.;  and  others  from 
the  names  of  animals,  as  Wolfe,  Lamb,  Lyon,  Hogg, 
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Fox,  etc.  Many  names  have  been  formed  by  the 
•flfiTing  of  the  word  **son"  to  the  christian  name  of 
the  father;  as,  for  instance,  Jackson,  Johnson, 
Williamson,  etc.  Probably  the  most  fertile  basis 
of  the  English  nomenclature  as  regards  persons  has 
been  derived  from  the  names  of  places.  It  is  stated 
that  there  is  scarcely  a  village  in  Normandy  which 
has  not  sumamed  some  family  in  England,  and  in 
this  list  of  families,  composed  from  Normandy, 
Bretagne,  and  the  Netherlands,  is  found  the  name 
of  Burr  —  anciently  and  properly  written  Beur. 
At  one  time  it  was  written  Buer,  and  pronounced 
Bure,  something  like  the  modern  French  word 
"Beurre'*  (butter),  but  the  Anglo-Saxons  elim- 
inated the  "e'*  and  added  a  final  **r,"  giving  the 
name  to  us  in  its  present  form.  The  name  is, 
undoubtedly,  of  German  origin,  although  before 
it  was  transplanted  to  this  country  it  had  been 
known  for  five  centuries  in  England.  It  is  not  very 
common  there,  but  numbers  among  its  members 
several  families  of  the  nobility. 

Mr.  Todd's  work  supplies  the  following  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  Burr 
faniilv: 

Fn)ni  Walford's  ** County  Families  of  the  United  Kin^lom"  we 
''Vtract  the  following: 

"Daniel  Higford  Davall  Burr,  eldt^sl  son  of  Liout.  (ieiieral  Daniel 
Burr,  by  his  second  wife  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  Janifs  Davis. 
K*'i  .  of  ('hep>lon.  Co.  Monmouth,  born  in  1811,  marritHJ  1S:M) 
Knn*-  MarjtTaretta,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Edwanl  Soobt'll, 
R    \  .  ancl  has  issue. 

**Mr  Burr  was  educated  at  Eton  and  Christ  Church,  Oxfonl.  is  a 
Ma;r:*trate  for  Co.  Gloucester,  and  a  J.  P.  and  Q.  L.  for  Berks  and 
<    *   Hereford.     Lord  of  the  manor  of  Aldermaston,  and  patron  of  two 
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livings;  he  was  M.  P.  for  Hereford  18S7-48.  This  family  was  formerlir 
seated  in  Herefordshire,  and  Mr.  Burr  purchased  Aldennaston  from 
the  Congrevea  in  1847." 

Beside  this  there  are  several  families  of  Burrs  seated  in  Essex  Co. 
at  Ramsay,  Dover  Court,  and  Wrabnese.  Three  coats-of-arms  are 
found  in  the  family:  One  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Henry  T.  Burr 
of  Boston,  a  member  of  the  Dorchester  branch;  a  second  is  owned 
by  Muis  Hawley  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  a  member  of  the  Fairfield 
branch,  and  on  comparing  the  two  it  was  found  that  they  were  alike 
in  every  particular  —  a  fact  which  points  to  a  common  origin  for 
those  two  branches  at  least;  the  third  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs. 
Detheridge  of  Washington,  Va.,  and  was  given  to  her  grandfather 
by  hu  cousin.  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  soon  after  the  latter *s  return  from 
England  in  18H. 

The  coat-of-arms  is  from  the  College  of  Arms, 
England.  The  blazon  is  —  Ermine^  on  a  chief 
indented  sable,  two  lions  rampant ^  or.  The  motto 
is:  Virtus  honoris  janua,  which  freely  translated 
means,  "Virtue  is  the  key  of  honor/'  Another 
reading  warranted  by  the  language,  and  probably 
more  literal,  is,  "Manliness  is  the  door  of  honor/* 
The  name  given  in  connection  with  the  coat-of- 
arms  is  s|)elled  Burre,  another  copy  of  which  is  in 
the  po.ssession  of  Mrs.  Julia  Eliza  Shotland*  who  has 
written  a  novel,  upon  the  cover  and  title-page  of 
which  the  Burre  (*oat-of-arms  is  given  with  the  same 
motto  —  Virtus  honoris  janua. 


CHAPTER  II 

REVEREND   TIMOTHY   EDWARDS 

WE  can  often  make  haste  forwards  by  pro- 
gressing backwards.  Let  us  do  so  now  to 
avoid  mystification  of  the  reader.  Theodosia's 
grandfather  was  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr.  Her 
great-grandfather  was  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
a  world-wide  known  man.  Her  great-great-grand- 
father was  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards,  who 
married  Esther,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Solomon 
Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  Mass.  If  religion  and 
virtue  are  transmittible  qualities,  Theodosia  must 
have  inherited  a  goodly  share. 

It  is  often  said  that  the  son  was  a  greater  man 
than  his  father.  Jonathan  Edwards  had  a  good 
opinion  of  his  parents.  In  his  diary  he  wrote:  "I 
now  plainly  perceive  what  great  obligations  I  am 
un«ltT  to  love  and  honor  my  parents.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  their  counsel  and  education 
have  l>ecn  my  making,  notwithstanding  at  the  time 
of  it  it  seemed  to  do  me  little  good." 

On  October  5,  1903,  exercises  were  held  at  South 
Windsor,  Conn.,  in  commemoration  of  the  birth- 
day of  Jonathan  Edwards,  two  hundred  years  be- 
fore. He  was  acclaimed  as  a  great  theologian, 
evangelist,  moralist,  and  metaphysician:  but  the 
Kev.  (\  A.   Jaquith,  pastor  of  the  First  Congrcga- 
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tional  Church  at  South  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  his 
address  of  welcome  said:  '"Much  as  some  may  wish 
to  trace  the  greatness  of  Jonathan  Edwards  to  the 
Stoddards,  I  believe  that  Timothy  Edwards  was  a 
greater  man  than  most  historians  have  understood. 
Those  who  heard  both  Jonathan  and  his  father, 
called  the  father  the  more  learned  and  animated.** 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  was  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  Jonathan  being  the  fifth  child  and  only  son. 
The  girls,  ten  in  number,  were  often  referred  to  by 
their  father  as  his  "sixty  feet  of  daughters.** 

The  period  from  1660  to  1735  witnessed  the  "Pu- 
ritan decline.**  The  |>eopIe  were  not  so  good  in 
those  days  as  they  had  been  when  Elder  Brewster 
and  Governor  Winthrop  were  leading  spirits.  In 
1679  a  "Reforming  Synod  met  at  Boston  and  called 
the  attention  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  to 
the  necessity  of  reformation  as  regarded  no  less 
than  thirteen  evils;  among  these  were  pride,  neglect 
of  divine  worship,  profanity.  Sabbath-breaking,  irre- 
ligion  in  the  home,  intemperance  (including  the 
heathenish  and  idolatrous  practice  of  health-drink- 
ing), licentiousness,  inordinate  affection  for  the  world, 
and  great  lack  of  public  spirit.**  If  these  allega- 
tions were  true,  our  forefathers  had  certainly  made 
great  progress  backwards  in  less  than  sixty  years 
from  the  landing  at  Plymouth. 

The  Rev.  Cotton  Mather  thought  that  the  people 
had  forgotten  their  errand  into  the  wilderness, 
although  he  partially  solaced  himself  with  the  belief 
that  "there  was  still  more  of  true  religion  and  a 
larger  number  of  the  strictest  saints  in  this  countiy 
than  in  any  other.'* 
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What  was  called  the  "Halfway  Covenant"  was 
considered  largely  responsible  for  the  ""  Puritan 
decline/'  When  Jonathan  Edwards  entered  his 
ministry  at  Northampton,  Prof.  Samuel  Simpson, 
Ph.D.,  of  the  Hartford,  Conn.,  Theological  Sem- 
inary, says:  "The  tone  of  public  morals  was  shock- 
ingly low.  Intemperance  and  other  forms  of  vice 
abounded,  especially  among  the  young."  The  Rev. 
Scrfomon  Stoddard,  Theodosia's  great-great-grand- 
father, advocated  the  principles  of  the  "Halfway 
Covenant"  as  early  as  1679.  It  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  twenty  years  when  young  Jonathan  Edwards 
went  to  Northampton  as  assistant  to  his  grand- 
father, and  Jonathan  practised  it  for  twenty  years 
longer.  Professor  Simpson  says:  "The  effect  of 
the  measure  was  to  throw  the  church  doors  wide 
open.  Unregenerate  persons,  whose  lives  were  not 
scandalous,  were  invited  to  partake  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  as  a  Converting  ordinance.'  The  church 
was  soon  filled  with  men  and  women  who  made  no 
pretension  to  spiritual  renewal." 

The  parish  of  which  Timothy  Edwards  was  pastor 
was  called  "Windsor  Farmes,"  and  he  officiated 
for  nearly  sixty  years.  His  home  was  a  low,  two- 
storj'  house,  which  stood  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  South  Windsor,  on  a  slight  eminence  on  the  east- 
em  hank  of  the  Connecticut  River.  The  property 
was  given  to  him  by  his  father,  Richard  Edwards, 
who  was  a  Hartford  merchant  and  not  in  the  priestly 
line.  Richard's  father  was  William  Edwards,  who 
came  over  from  London  about  1640  and  eiitj^amd 
in  mercantile  business. 

.\nd  now  Professor  Simpson   brings  forth  a  new 
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line  of  defence  for  Theodosia's  father  in  these  words: 
**The  grandmother  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  the  first 
wife  of  Richard  Edwards  of  Hartford,  was  Eliza- 
beth Tuthill  (Tuttle),  in  whose  veins  the  taint  of 
insanity  evidently  flowed,  which  accounts  for  the 
strange  outcroppings  of  depravity  which  from  time 
to  time  have  appeared  in  tlie  Edwards  race,  the 
most  notable  instance  of  which  is  the  case  of  his  (the 
Rev.  Jonathan's)  grandson,  Aaron  Burry  Strange 
that  so  astute  a  lawyer  as  Colonel  Burr  did  not  avail 
himself  of  a  plea  of  inherited  mania  in  the  notable 
trial  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 

So  much  is  known  and  has  been  written  alx)ut 
the  Edwardses,  that  it  is  interesting  to  learn  more 
of  Solomon  Stoddard,  Theodosia's  maternal  great- 
great-grandfather.  He  was  the  son  of  Anthony 
Stoddard,  who  came  from  London,  England,  to 
Boston,  Mass.,  in  1609,  was  admitted  a  free  man 
in  1640,  and  was  for  twenty-five  years  a  represent- 
ative to  the  Great  and  General  Court.  Young 
Solomon  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 
1662;  he  was  its  first  librarian,  and  afterwards  be- 
came minister  of  the  church  at  Northampton,  in 
which  town  his  descendants  are  still  living.  One 
of  his  descendants,  Francis  Hovey  Sloddanl,  has 
Ijcen  Professor  of  English  Literature  in  New  York 
University  since  1888,  residing  in  New  York  City  (5). 

From  an  article  by  Mrs.  11.  M.  Plunkett  we  copy, 
by  permission,  the  following  (6) : 

On  November  6,  lOM,  Rer.  TimoUiv  Edwards,  who  had  brra 
chorten  to  herome  the  pastor  of  a  newly  formed  church  at  East  Windsor, 
(%>nn.  -  unmet imes  known  as  Windsor  Farms  —  was  married  in 
Northampton,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Esther  Stoddaid,  daughter  of  the  minister 
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of  thmi  tofwn.  There  is  no  record  of  how  the  lady  looked,  nor  of  what 
abe  wore  on  the  occasion,  the  chronicles  of  that  time  only  noting  the 
fact  thai  BiisB  Stoddard  had  enjoyed  superior  advantages  for  educa- 
taaa,  liaTUig  been  sent  to  Boston  for  that  purpose.  The  husband  was 
twvntr-four;  the  bride  twenty-two.  All  New  England  looked  to 
Hbrrard  College  at  that  time  to  stamp  the  hall-mark  on  ability,  and 
DO  doubt  Miss  Esther  was  duly  proud  of  the  fact  that  the  man  of  her 
cbosce  bad  been  endowed  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  the 
morning,  and  that  of  Master  of  Arts  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
clay,  an  unprecedented  act  on  the  part  of  the  college,  and  a  tribute  to 
the  ansurpaased  scholarship  of  Mr.  Edwards  —  a  scholarship  that  we 
sluJl  see  was  always  kept  bright  and  never  allowed  to  lapse  into  desue- 
tude during  a  long  life. 

The  wedding  journey  of  the  couple,  including  some  family  visits, 

iMtcd  eight  days,  when  they  arrived  in  the  town  where  he  was  to  be 

pastor  for  sixty-three  years,  and  where  she  was  to  live  a  beautiful  and 

influential  life  as  his  helper,  and  where,  even  after  her  husband's 

fjrath,  it  is  recorded  that  she  was  beloved  for  her  Christian  helpfulness 

m  doing  all  that  she  could  to  increase  the  influence  of  his  successor. 

VeiT  few  parishes  could,  in  that  primitive  time,  pay  a  salary  adecjuate 

to   support    a   minister,   without   some   extraneous   assistance  —  this 

s.vistance  often  taking  the  form  of  a  farm.     In  Mr.   Edwards*  case, 

Li»  father,  who  was  a  successful  merchant  of  Hartford,  made  him  the 

free  f^ifi  of  a  farm  and  built  him  a  house  on  it,  but  as  this  was  not 

jrt  completed,  the  newly  married  pair  occupied  at  first  temporary 

'iuarters  elsewhere.     At  length  it  was  done  and  it  was  an  uncommonly 

fioe  and  really  "advanced"  house,  for  the  period.     It  stood  with  its 

)^€ic  front  to  the  street,  the  bare  architectural  blankness  of  this  front 

br-.ryr  broken  at  the  centre  by  a  proji»otion  which  formed  a  porch  about 

'Jtif  front  door  on  the  first  story,  and  in  the  swond,  made  a  r(H)m  of 

c4c»et-like  proportions,  but  called  the  ** study"  —  within  the  walls  of 

«Lirh  were  produced  for  sixty -three  years  the  sermons  that  fornuMl 

*i.^  r\i'iri  intellectual  pabulum  of  that  people,  outside  the  Bible.     Few 

kzA  >niall  were  the  windows,  made  of  tiny  diamond  pant^  set  in  lead, 

^^••^urnt  to  the  costliness  of  glass.     Our  ancestors  held   the  theory 

*iiat  an  air-s|>ace  under  a  house  made  it  cohi,  so  this  house  had  no 

»;<hle  under-pinning,  but  seemed  (ilant^nl  in  the  soil.     The  second 

*''  *?  prfijwteil  beyond  the  first,  tradition  has  it,  so  as  to  be  able  to 

•UmA   Indian   marauders,  of  which,  in   this  vicinity,  there  were  too 
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many  for  the  comfort  of  the  intruding  pale-faoes.  The  roof  was 
steep  —  made  of  ** rived"  (shrunken)  shingles,  which  were  nercr 
changed,  and  still  serviceable  one  hundred  and  eighteen  jrean  after- 
ward, when  the  house  was  taken  down.  The  stepping-stone  was 
utilized  again  by  the  man  who  built  upon  its  site,  but  in  1834  it  was 
bought  from  him  and  made  the  comer-stone  of  the  Theological  Insti- 
tute of  Connecticut.  The  house  had  some  very  superior  woodwork  oo 
the  inside,  one  feature  of  which  was  a  bench,  running  round  three  sides 
of  one  of  the  rooms,  and  which  has  an  important  relation  to  our  theme. 

As  New  England  parishes  were  rated,  this  of  East  Windsor  was 
esteemed  one  of  the  best.  Nearly  every  parishioner  was  a  farmer: 
e\'en  the  owner  of  the  only  grist-mill  and  the  store-keeper  had  their 
farms.  An  account-lxxik  belonging  to  a  deacon,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Edwanls'  **  rate-book  *'  (really  the  parish  record)  are  still  extant,  and 
as  the  latter  gentleman  had  a  habit  of  making  quaint  and  piquant 
memoranda  in  connection  with  some  of  the  items  of  cash  or  produce 
paid  to  him.  they  thrt)w  a  flood  of  light  on  the  manners,  customs,  and 
ideas  of  the  time.  Payments  were  faithfully,  but  not  always  promptly, 
made,  ami  the  minLnter  found  it  im|MMsible  to  live  on  his  salary  without 
adding  the  labor  of  a  tutor;  hence  he  always  had  young  men  fitting 
for  college  in  his  family,  and  his  rate-book  shows  that  young  men  who 
could  not  s(>are  time  in  the  day  came  to  him  in  the  evenings  to  be 
instructed  in  penmanship. 

The  meeting-house  was  not  completed  till  three  yean  after  Mr. 
Hdmards'  marriage  —  the  congrc*gation  meanwhile  assembling  in  a 
bam  —  and  although  he  exercuied  ever}-  function  of  the  Congrrgatiooal 
priesthocMl,  he  wa.M  not  fonnally  ordained  until  the  two  ceremoniei 
of  dedicating  the  church  and  the  complete  induction  of  the  pastor, 
called  ordination,  could  be  t'ombined  in  one  joWul  occaAion.  It  or- 
rurmJ  in  1(198.  Previous  to  this  his  house  luul  been  completed,  and 
tm-o  of  the  young  womrn,  whose  completeti  circle  is  ten,  luul  appeared 
on  this  earthly  Mvne.  This  double  ceremonial  was  the  happy  goal 
tom-ards  which  both  pastor  and  people  ha<l  been  looking  for  many  years, 
and  accustomeil  an  we  are  to  think  of  those  early  Puritans  as  leading 
austere  and  joyless  lives,  it  is  a  surprise  to  Icam  that  the  religious  cere- 
monies were  follom*rtl  bv  an  Ordination  Ball  in  the  minister's  house  — 
one*  of  the  invitations  in  the  young  pastor's  handwriting,  bearing  his 
aut4igraph,  l>eing  still  in  exbitetice. 

A  careful  list  of  "  provisions  laide  in  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Edwards  for 


Where  -loniithnii  P^U'nnis  wii,-  Ixirti.  at  Wii 
Farmes,  Cmui. 


:in: 
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'  ii  ilill  m±uX  m  Uie  acooiiiilJKMik  of  hk  aeciinite 
or  mdtml  YkB^  mnU  Om  wm  88  pom^  of  ''berfe,** 
14  «f  ■hMob,  18  itf  vwl:  n^iw,  10  pooiidt;  wlieftt»  med.  diMM,  1^^ 
«ll,  pqipcr*  (ridw,  mm*  malt,  hops,  wine,  and  monaj  diitiiictlj 
*wiBMBOM{f •**  and  abo  qpioe-iiioiMgr,  wbile  nianj  gave  actual 
We  fad  jw^M  k  bdieviq^tlial  "evetyiiod^ 
iBvitod  to  partake  ef  &ii  goMtoiis  foait,  and  we  aie  certain  that 
ttaH  pamh  had  at  kaat  OM  **  joDtr  good  time'' in  its  Ufe. 

Mm.  Bdwanb  had  a  hi^  ideal  of  the  loftinem  ct  the  paatorVi  Toca- 
ami,diatlMrfaiiabaiidm%^  be  dee  to  fulfil  its  duties,  took  upon 
Am  bmdsa  of  dicir  tampotalities — so  that  her  gifted  and 
ipouse  eoold  educate  his  men,  and  care  for  the  soub  of  his 
unhampered  hj  petty  cares.  When  there  was  a  ques* 
of  how  manjr  and  iriiat  hides  the  tanner  ouf^t  to  return  to  him, 
he  sajs,  **Mj  wife  knows**;  and  other  references  to  her  show  that  she 
""looked  to  die  wajs  of  her  household,**  notwithstanding  the  superior 
Boston  education  she  had  reoeiTed.  Of  her  deven  diikiren,  the  fifth 
was  e  son  —  the  odebrated  and  mu^-4naliffned  Jonathan  Edwards. 
The  rest  were  daughters,  the  youngest  bom  when  the  oldest  was  twenty- 
two.  It  was  a  busy  and  no  doubt  a  Hvdy  household,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ant to  read  that  '"From  the  house  the  land  sloped  toward  the  east  to 
a  brook  that  flowed  at  the  foot  of  a  steeper  hill,  which  was  then  crowned 
with  a  beautiful  forest  of  primeyal  trees.  ...  To  this  spot  Mr.  Ed- 
vaids  was  accustomed  to  go  for  sedusion,  and  there  his  son  Jonathan 
built  the  booth  wherein  he  hdd  soul-inspiring  converse  with  God." 
We  can  imagine  him  escaping  in  desperation  from  such  a  girb*-nest 
as  the  house  must  have  been  to  this  precursor  of  the  modem  *'den." 

As  the  minds  of  the  ten  daughters  began  to  unfold,  and  as  there  were 
no  schoob  to  send  them  to,  the  father  undertook  to  train  them  him- 
wlf.  He  did  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  co-educating  his  girls  right 
sJong  with  the  fitting^or-coUege  students  would  lead  to  atrophy  of 
the  musdes,  or  of  the  affections,  but  just  did  it.  He  had  a  sc^hool, 
with  a  high  standard,  beneath  his  own  roof.  Harvard  and  Yale  Col- 
legn  accepted  '*Mr.  Edwards'  students"  without  examination;  and 
that  he  hdd  his  girls  to  the  same  standard  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
when  celled  away  from  home,  as  he  often  was  in  his  capacity  of  emi- 
sent  divine,  he  left  the  instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek  to  his  daughters, 
and  particularly  directed  that  they  shall  not  fail  to  hear  the  recitations 
«f  the  voumr  men.  in  the  letters  that  he  sends  back.     In  his  ac(t>unt- 
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book  he  records  every  day's  instruction  to  these  young  men,  which 
was  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  a  week,  and  makes  note  ol 
the  time  given  to  them  by  his  daughters,  for  we  may  be  sure  that  the 
money  value  of  these  services  by  the  co-educated  ten  was  not  ignored 
by  them.  Among  the  credits  in  his  account-book  is  a  memorandum  ol  a 
shilling  paid  by  one  North  to  my  daughter  Mary  for  covering  a  fan,  and 
there  are  other  similar  entries.  That  a  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek 
had  not  eradicated  the  fondness  for  distinctively  feminine  work  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  8pc(*imens  of  MLss  Mary's  embroidery  —  a  scarf,  an 
apron,  and  a  pair  of  slippers  —  now  owned  by  the  Connecticut  Histori- 
cal Society  —  can  to-day  be  seen  in  the  Hartford  Athenieum. 

For  this  work  the  lady  first  spun  and  wove  the  linen  cloth  of  the 
foundation  and  created  the  wools,  discovering  the  dyes  with  which  to 
color  them  in  the  fiowers  and  leaves  and  barks  and  nuts  of  the  trees. 
She  could  conventionalize  the  fiowers  of  the  field;  and,  as  Mr.  Edwards 
credits  Deacon  Rockwell,  who  was  a  worker  in  wood,  with  two  pain 
of  **  heels,"  we  can  be  almost  sure  they  were  to  be  attached  to  Mits 
Mary's  embroidered  slippers;  only  lately  a  pair  of  needle-pointed 
slippers,  with  heels  two  and  a  quarter  inches  high,  contemporaneous 
with  these,  have  been  found  in  the  vicinity.  So  even  these  co-educated 
women  had  their  little  weaknesses  and  did  not  wear  hygienic  shoes;  and 
while  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  the  simple  dietetics  of  that  day  gave 
people  sounder  teeth  than  ours,  there  are  frequent  credits  to  Deacon 
Skinner  for  drawing  a  tooth  for  Elsther  —  or  Abigail  —  or  Lucy. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  (7) 

was  a  nuui  of  erudition,  and  watched  with  solicitous  anxiety  over  his 
only  son,  of  whom  he  s|>eaks  in  his  letters  as  **the  boy  Jonathan,'* 
not  an  inafit  designation  when  we  recall  the  fact  that  he  was  the  only 
son  among  ten  sisters  who  grew  to  womanhood,  and  who  are  face- 
tiously called  by  Timothy  Edwards,  their  father,  his  **  sixty  feet  ol 
daughters."  llie  law  of  h<rredity  must  have  largely  influenced  the 
formation  of  Edwards*  character,  llie  ancestral  motto  of  his  migra- 
tory ancestor  had  been:  ** Ever^-thing  with  God,  nothing  without  God." 

In  the  Hartfonl  Couranl  of  Monday,  October  5, 
1903,  under  the  heading  **Ix»tters  from  Noted 
People/*  was  one  from  Mrs.  Solomon  Stoddard* 
written  to  her  daughter,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Tim- 
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otiky  Edwaida  of  East  Windsor,  CoiuIm  congratu- 
binig  her  on  the  birth  of  her  son  Jonathan,  who 
■ftarwaids  became  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards. 

Hie  rate-book  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  has 
hem  pievioiisly  referred  to.  In  1735  he  makes 
eonparisons  between  the  cost  of  living  then  and  in 
liM»  whidh  was  the  period  of  his  settlement.  He 
mjB  that  rum  was  sold  in  Hartford  in  former  years 
for  8  shillings  for  the  single  gallon,  and  now  he  hears 
ft  is  18  shillings,  which  leads  him  to  the  conclusion 
lluit  rum  is  nine  times  as  dear  as  when  he  first 
Kided  among  them.  In  considering  the  cost  of 
labor,  he  says:  "N^ro  was  formerly  90  pounds; 
■Kjr  N^gro  was;  now  200  pounds  for  a  N^ro  wo- 
Bum."  This  entry  shows  conclusively  that  it  was 
not  considered  inappropriate,  in  those  days,  for  a 
dergyman  to  buy  a  human  being;  and  if  public 
sentiment  countenanced  the  purchase  of  a  negro, 
it  probably  did  not  object  to  his  sale. 

Mr.  Edwards  charged  the  son  of  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Grant,  Jr.,  as  follows:  ^^Fora  pint  of  rum 
iod  a  few  squoses  (lemons),  1  shilling,  3  pence. 
For  making  my  does  and  beveridge,  1  pound,  18 
shillings,  and  3  pence." 

The  following  is  from  a  private  letter,  dated 
October  «2,  1003  (8). 

Vohmie  I,  of  **  Ancient  Windsor.  Connecticut/*  by  Stiles,  page  5o6, 
contains  a  picture  of  the  Timothy  Fklwards  house.  It  is  hard  to  be- 
iiwe  that  it  was  there  he  raised  his  ten  tall  daughters  —  one  of  whom, 
Qiiabeth,  was  my  ancestor  —  and  his  illustrious  son  Jonathan.  In 
Mn.  Plunketfs  "Ten  Co-educated  Girls  Two  Hundred  Years  Ago," 
joQ  will  find  an  invitation  to  "my  daughter  Betty's  wetlding."  That 
Betty  was  my  ancestor,  Elizabeth.  When  I  was  in  South  Windsor, 
I  cut  some  pieces  of  stone  from  the  old  foundation  of  the  house.    There 
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is  a  picture  of  it  in  a  recent  number  ol  the  "  Congregationalist.*'  I  am 
interested  in  your  work  because  Theodosia  Burr  was  my  third  cousin, 
once  removed,  and  everything  that  concerns  her  or  her  father  is  inter- 
esting to  me.  I  enclose  my  genealogy  back  to  Timothy  Edwards.  I 
have  a  scrap  book  which  I  call  my  **We  and  Us  Book."  In  it  I  put 
nothing  except  from  the  pen  of  a  person  to  whom  I  can  trace  a  blood 
relationship,  and  articles  about  such  relatives.  Are  you  aware  that  I 
am  directly  descended  from  Cedric,  the  first  of  the  West  Saxon  kings. 
Back  through  Alfred  the  (ireat,  I  am  of  the  4drd  generation.  It 
comes  down  to  u.«i  through  William  Tuttle,  whose  daughter  Elizabeth 
married  Richard  Edwards,  father  of  Rev.  Timothv  Edwards.  I  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  Alfred,  but  I  don*t  rare  much  for  some  ol  the 
others.  Do  you  know  Ednah  Proctor  (Mrs.  Henry  Hayes)  ?  She 
is  the  daugfiter  of  Colonel  Isaac  Edwards  Clarke,  and  the  sister  ol 
John  Proctor  Clarke,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York. 
She  is  a  wnter  of  some  note  and  I  wish  to  know  how  she  is  connected 
with  the  Edwardws  and  (^larkes.  The  last  work  I  have  seen  of  hers  is  a 
prize  story  publwhed  in  the  New  York  Herald,  entitled  "A  Tale  ol 
the  Jumel  Mansion,  '*  and  has,  of  course,  for  one  of  its  characters  Aaron 
Burr,  but  does  not  deal  at  all  or  refer  to  his  marriage  with  Madame 
Jumel. 

Elizabeth  Edwards  (sister  and  brother)   Jonathan  Edwards 
married 

Jabes  Huntington 

Jeni.%ha  Huntington  (first  cousins)  Esther  Edwards 

married  married 

I>r.  John  Clarke  Pres*t  Aaron  Burr 

Dr.  Thaddeun  (1arke  (second  cousins)         Aaron  Burr 

J(Mie[>h  B.  (*larke  (third  cousins)  llieodosia  Burr 

Harriette  (1arke  S(>rague,  third  cousin  once  removed  to  Theodosia 
Burr. 

We  have  now  placed  l)efore  the  reader  the  few 
histori(*al  farts  wliicli  are  extant  concerning  Tim- 
othy Edwanls  and  Solomon  Sto<ldard,  the  great- 
great-jfrandfather^  of  l^heodosia.  Our  next  step 
will  l)e  a  forward  one,  covering  a  generation  or  more. 


CHAPTER  m 

>  JONATHAN  BDWAKDfl 

■j'VW  dogyntna,  or  eren  men,  have  had  more 
P  wiitlea  about  them  than  the  subject  of  this 
Tlut  he  was  the  maternal  great-grand- 
r  d  Theodosia  demands  that  his  life  and  char- 
acter ihonld  xecave  ample  treatment  in  this  volume. 
K  k  not  with  the  chronolc^  of  his  life  that  we  are 
principally  interested.  It  is  with  what  he  was  and 
what  he  did  more  than  with  when  he  did  it.  His 
biographers,  following  tradition  and  custom,  have 
ssid  the  same  things  over  and  over  again,  and  usu- 
ally in  the  same  way.  Scores  ctf  books  have  been 
examined,  and  in  but  few  of  them  has  there  been 
found  any  novelty  or  variety  in  expression.  In 
preparing  this  chapter,  the  rule  has  been  followed 
to  incorporate  what  was  salient  in  many,  rather  than 
to  make  too  copious  extracts  from  one  authority. 

The  following  biography  of  Mr.  Edwards  was 
published  about  six  years  after  his  death.  Those 
that  have  appeared  since,  although  written  in  accord- 
■nce  with  the  predilections  of  the  different  authors, 
have  contained  but  little  additional  in  the  way  of 
fact.  For  that  reason  it  is  thought  best  to  rely  upon 
the  earliest  published  work  (9). 

Mr.  Jonsthui  Edwarda  wu  born  October  6,  1703.  at  Windsor,  a 
'"■s  b  Coooecticut.     Hia  father  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Timothy  Edwards, 
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niiulitcr  of  ifar  fcwpcl  on  tlir  Vjtut  aide  of  the  Conneicticiit  Rjvpr,  in 
WindMr.  Ur  bef^n  to  rrauk-  and  pn-M-h  at  \Vindiuir  in  November. 
1694.  but  was  not  onlainni  till  July.  I6»fl.  He  diMl  Jan.  tl,  1758, 
in  the  89th  yemr  of  liiH  af^e.  about  two  nionlha  brfore  lh«  dtath  cf  his 
MHi  Jonathan.  He  was  in  lb(^  wurk  of  thr  iiiiriiflli^-  abo\-«  59  yemim. 
Prom  his  fint  befrinning  to  rvHide  and  prrach  there,  to  hi*  death,  aiv 
above  03  years,  and  he  wan  able,  to  attend  lo  the  woHc  of  the  minialn 
and  prearh  (tmxianlly  tilt  within  a  few  years  bffore  his  death.  .  .  . 
On  the  Uth  of  .Niiveniber.  1(194.  he  wan  married  to  Misa  Esther  Stod- 
danl,  dauf(lil<T  of  the  lale  famuuii  Mr.  Kolotiion  Sloddard  at  North- 
ampton. 'I^ey  had  1 1  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  adult  yean,  lea 
of  whmn  were  daughU-r*.  and  one  son  named  Jonathan. 

Mr.  Jonathan  t^lwards  entered  Yale  College  in  1710,  and  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  S(f>tember.  I7<0.  a  little  before  be 
was  17  years  ulil.  lie  bad  the  character  ol  a  sober  youth,  and  a 
fpNid  nebular  while  he  was  a  meiiibc-r  of  the  College.  In  fab  aecood 
year  at  Cullc-ge.  and  thirteenth  of  his  age.  he  read  Lorke  on  tbe  Human 
rmlentandiiig.  with  gn-at  delight  and  {)ro6t.  His  unetmmoa  genius, 
by  which  he  wan,  as  it  were  hv  Nature,  fonned  for  cloaenesa  cl  tbouj^l 
and  dre|t  [lenetralion,  now  began  to  exereise  and  discover  itself. 
Taking  that  book  into  his  hanti  upon  some  aecasiua  not  long  before 
hiH  d<-alh,  he  uid  to  MHue  of  his  select  friends  who  were  then  with 
him,  that  he  was  beyond  cxpnaution  entertained  and  pleaaed  with  it 
when  he  read  it  in  his  youth  at  eiillege;  that  he  was  as  much  engaged, 
and  luul  more  Htlttartiim  and  pleasure  in  studying  it.  than  tbe  naU 
greedy  miser  in  gathering  up  hsndfuls  of  silver  and  gold  fran  boom 
new  disci>vert^l  Irvasure, 

'Iliough  he  made  gnod  pruGciraey  in  all  the  arts  and  aciencea,  and 
hail  an  unnmimon  tante  for  natural  philiwo|ihy,  which  he  ctdtivalcd 
Id  the  end  of  hiH  life  with  that  justness  and  att-urar)'  uf  thou^l  which 
*'■•  aInifMt  iHfuliar  to  hini;  yet  moral  )>hilum>|ihy  or  divtnitjr  waa  his 
favorite  study.  an<l  in  this  he  early  made  great  progress. 

He  lived  at  nillege  near  two  yean  after  he  look  his  first  degree, 
dr<iigning  and  pniiaring  for  tbe  work  of  the  ministry,  after  whkfa. 
hating  {)B»4rd  the  pre-nH|uisile  Irial*,  be  was  litttued  lo  preacb  Ihe 
giM|irl  as  a  candidate.  .\nd  lu-ing  pitched  upon  and  applied  to  by  a 
nuudH-r  of  nit»i>ler<i  in  .New  Kngland,  who  were  entrusted  lo  art  ia 
liehair  of  the  I'n-^hytiTiani  at  New  York,  as  a  fit  pervun  lo  be  sent  l» 
tlu-ut,  he  niiniilieil  with  Ibeir  mjuesl  and  went  to  New  York  the  be>- 
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flf  Aagat/tp  17ft,  and  pmdied  there  to  verj  good  aooqitaiioe 
^boot  c^i^  moBliie.  But  bj  naaoo  ct  the  imalhweii  ct  that  sodetjr* 
■ad  ooBM  ipeckl  diflhiihiee  that  attended  it,  he  did  not  think  th^ 
in  a  ea|iacily  to  aetde  a  miniiter,  with  a  ratiooal  proq>ect  ct 
the  good  cnde  piopoaed.  Ho  therefore  left  than  the  nert 
ipffing,  and  retired  to  his  father*!  houee,  where  he  speai  the  summer 

In  8q>lf«ibfff,  1718,  he  reeeired  his  degree  of  Blaster  of  Arts, 
aboni  which  time  he  had  invitations  from  sevend  oongrqjations  to 
eooM  among  them  in  order  to  settle  in  the  work  of  the  ministiy;  but 
bciig  chosen  tutor  of  Yale  College  the  next  ^ring,  in  the  year  17t4, 
being  in  the  91st  year  of  his  age,  he  retired  to  the  college  and  attended 
the  business  of  tutor  there  about  two  yean. 

Whfle  be  was  in  &ii  place  he  was  i4>plied  to  by  the  people  at 
Noffthampton,  with  an  invitatian  to  come  and  settle  in  the  work  of  the 
ainistiy  there,  with  his  grandfather  Stoddard,  who,  by  reason  of  his 
freat  age,  stood  in  need  of  assistance.  He  therefore  resigned  his 
tutonhip  in  September  1726,  and  'accepted  of  their  invitation;  and 
was  ordained  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  at  Northampton,  colleague 
with  his  grandfather  Stoddard,  February  15, 1727,  in  the  twenty-fourth 
Tear  of  his  age,  where  he  continued  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  till 
June  92,  1750,  twenty-three  years  and  four  months. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  Dwight  Woolsey,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  former  President  of  Yale  College,  thus  refers 
to  the  early  life  of  Mr.  Edwards  (10) : 

lie  was  a  Puritan  boy,  brought  up  in  the  simple  manners  of  a  new 
nxiDtry  parish  and  in  the  strict  morals  of  a  Puritan  minister *s  family, 
unacquainted  with  temptation,  and  having  no  struggles  to  pass  through 
nirfa  as  appear  in  the  history  of  Augustine,  Luther,  and  some  others 
^  the  greater  lights  of  the  Christian  Church,  lie  records  his  trouble 
in  rrgard  to  his  religious  history  in  these  words:  *'The  chief  thing  that 
DOW  makes  me  in  any  measure  to  question  my  good  estate  is  my  not 
Having  experienced  conversion  in  those  particular  steps  wherein  the 
pmplf  of  New  England,  and  anciently  the  dissenters  of  Old  England, 
toH  to  experience  it.  Wherefore  now  resolved  never  to  leave  searching 
till  1  have  satisfactorily  found  out  the  very  bottom  and  foundation  — 
tbe  ml  reason  why  they  used  to  be  converted  in  those  steps.*' 
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The  Rev.  Louis  Albert  Banks,  D.D.  (11),  supplies 
some  facts  and  incidents  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Edwards 
not  found  in  other  authorities.  He  states  that  the 
Edwards  family  was  of  Welsh  extraction. 

Although  in  the  preceding  chapter  strong  testi- 
mony was  given  as  to  the  ability  of  Timothy  Ed- 
wards, Professor  Allen,  in  his  biography  of  Jonathan 
Edwards,  contends  that  it  was  chiefly  to  his  mother 
that  Jonathan  was  indebted  for  his  intellectual 
inheritance : 

She  had  received  a  supenor  education  in  Boston  and  is  deKTibed 
an  **tall,  di^ified,  and  commanding  in  appearance,  affable  and  gentJe 
in  her  manner,  and  regarded  as  surpassing  her  husband  in  native 
vigor  and  understanding.** 

Jonathan  Kdwards  was  the  fifth  child  and  onlv  son  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  lie  was  educated  with  his  sisters,  the  older  daughters 
assisting  the  father  in  the  superintendence  of  his  studies.  A  few  of 
his  letters  remain,  written  while  he  was  a  boy,  but  they  disclose  littJe 
of  hui  chanu*ter.  He  appears  as  docile  and  receptive,  an  affectionate 
and  sm.Hitive  nature,  responding  quickly  and  very  deeply  to  the  in- 
Buences  of  hbi  childhood.  He  was  interested  in  his  studies,  ambitious 
to  excel,  and  particularly  a  keen  observer  of  the  mysteries  of  the  out- 
ward world  and  eager  to  discern  its  lam-s.  Ever^ihing  [M>ints  to  him 
as  a  child  of  rare  intelltNiual  prccrM*ity.  When  not  more  than  twelve 
y<*ars  old,  he  mrute  a  letter  in  a  bantering  style,  refuting  the  idea  of 
the  materiality  of  the  soul.  At  about  the  same  age  he  wrote  an  elabo- 
rate and  instructive  account  of  the  habits  of  the  field  spider,  based 
u{M>n  his  omn  objicrvation. 

Returning  to  hLs  father's  house  after  two  years  at  New  Haven, 
following  his  graduation,  in  order  to  carry  on  his  theologian  stiKiies, 
he  was  soon  after  made  a  tutor  in  Yale  College,  an  office  which  be  hekl 
for  two  years  (17^4-17^0),  helping  to  overcome  the  shock  to  the  College 
and  the  community  caused  by  the  seceaston  of  its  rector,  Mr.  Cutltf, 
Mr.  Johnson,  one  of  its  tutors,  and  others,  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  was  one  of  the  pilUr  tutors  and  the  glory  of  the  College  at  this 
cnti<*al  period.     His  tutorial  renown  was  great  and  cxoeUcnt     He 
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flhd  ud  iiuuiaMi  lii*  oSw  with  pwt  tUli^.  ^g^t  and  honw. 
Tw  [|m-  bubnr  »f  tilmilurc  Uiexr  lliinp  oo^  not  to  be  f (Mfottai. 

Pran  ITitO  to  1746.  from  the  n^f  of  Mnntaen  to  the  ^e  of  bran^- 
tfcnc,  rum  tkr  prriod  during  <iiliii:b  ba  mote  bk  BcMliitkNM  WkI  ^ 
(n^rr  pul  <if  his  rrii)puiu  iliarv.  Hb  Uopapber  (Dr.  Sonno  E. 
Ihr^t)  ay*:  "Time  are  no  unlinai;  Beaolntiaas,  and  Ok  k  no 
nawHiB  diuy.  It  if,  wlim  we  n-oil  tixoi,  u  Uun^  we  ■food  bdnnd 
tbc  nfl  wiliMntUfC  th<^  i-vu1i]ii»ii  <>[  a  greet  muL  like  Lutlier,  be 
qpiiB  M  is  MwA  for  eme  bi^  cod  of  wboee  nature  he  ii  not 
Bat  be  irai  be  oonUnt  wiA  nothii^  but  the  higbert 
k  it  b  apta  to  man  to  achieve  or  for  God  o(  bie  grace  to 
I  to  tUa  pviod  at  bie  life,  mom  twen^  jrcan  bttw, 
hei^MAa:  'I  laiiB  the  etufcing  td  lahratiao  the  mam  buiineM  of  mj 
WtT 

Beforii^  to  the  Rev.  Solomon  Stodflard,  Mr. 
Edwuds'  grandfath^,  Mr.  Banks  says: 

Ht.  Stoddard  lired  id  the  dayB  when,  aa  Hutchinaon  remarka, 
'Ife  dden  oootinued  to  be  cansiJted  in  erery  affair  of  importance. 
He  ihare  tbey  bdd  in  temporal  affain  added  to  the  wrigfat  they  had 
Mquied  tran  their  ipiritual  coiploymaitB,  and  now  they  were  in  high 
(rte^"  But  for  Hr.  Stoddard  there  waa  fdt  s(»nething  more  than 
tke  iHal  reapect  and  voieratitm.  "The  officers  and  leaders  of  North- 
nftan,"  Mym  Edwardi,  "imitated  his  mannera,  which  were  dogmatic, 
mi  lbay|^  it  an  excellency  lo  be  like  him.  Many  of  the  people," 
W  add^  "erteemed  all  his  sayings  as  orades,  and  looked  upon  him 
■bmt  as  a  sort  ct  ddty."  The  Indians  of  the  oeigfaborhood,  inter- 
pntiog  Ibis  admiration  in  their  own  way,  spoke  of  Hr.  Stoddard  as 
'the  Englishman's  God." 

Edwwdt  was,  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  his  pastorate  at  North- 
MploB,  twen^-four  years  of  age.  He  was  veiy  tall,  bdog  upward* 
'  MI  feet  in  height,  slenderly  built,  and  of  a  very  serious  and  grave 
■Hner.  tlis  face  was  of  a  feminine  cast,  implying  at  once  a  capacity 
'w  both  sweetness  and  severity  —  the  Johannine  type  of  countenance. 
*t  ihould  say,  just  as  his  spirit  is  that  of  St.  John,  rather  than  that  of 
htar  or  ci  Paul.  It  is  a  face  which  bespeaks  a  delicate  and  nervous 
wtmiiation. 

It  would  seem  that  while  at  college  Mr.  Edwards 
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passed  through  a  conflict  of  feeling  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  that  endured  by  his  grandson.  Colonel  Aaron 
Burr,  although  with  a  different  result  (12). 

While  in  the  senior  class  his  second  awakening  took  place,  which 
was  speedily  followed  by  a  second  relapse.  **In  process  of  time,** 
he  writes,  **my  convictions  and  reflections  wore  off,  and  I  entirely 
lost  all  those  affections  and  delights,  and  left  off  secret  prayer,  at  least 
as  to  any  constant  performance  of  it,  and  returned  like  a  dog  to  his 
vomit,  and  went  on  in  the  wavs  of  sin.  Indeed,  I  was  at  times  verv 
uneasy,  especially  towards  the  latter  part  of  my  time  in  college,  when 
it  pleased  God  to  seize  me  with  a  pleurisy,  in  which  be  brought  me  nigh 
unto  the  grave  and  shook  me  over  the  pit  of  hell;  and  yet  it  was  not 
long  after  my  recovery  before  I  fell  again  into  my  old  ways  of  sin.** 

At  seventeen  he  graduated  with  great  reputation  for  both  knowl- 
edge and  wisdom,  and  he  dates  his  final  and  entire  conversion 
shortly  after.  Its  chief  symptom  he  thus  describes:  **From  my 
childhood  up  my  mind  had  been  full  of  objections  against  the  doctrine 
of  God*s  sovereignty,  choosing  whom  he  would  to  eternal  hfe,  and 
hardening  whom  he  pleased,  leaving  them  eternally  to  perish  and  be 
everlastingly  tormented  in  hell.  It  used  to  appear  like  a  hornble 
doctrine  to  me;  but  I  remember  the  time  very  well  when  I  seemed  to 
be  convinced  and  fully  satisfied  as  to  the  sovereignty  of  God,  and  his 
justice  in  thus  eternally  disposing  of  men  according  to  his  sovereign 
pleasure.  And  there  has  been  a  wonderful  alteration  in  my  mind 
with  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  (iod's  sovereignty  from  that  day  to 
this,  so  that  I  scarce  ever  have  found  so  much  as  the  rising  of  an  objec- 
tion against  it,  in  the  most  absolute  sense,  in  God*s  showing  merry  and 
justice  with  rrstpect  to  salvation  and  damnation,  is  what  my  mind  seems 
to  rest  assured  of  as  much  as  of  anything  I  see  with  my  eyes;  at  least 
it  is  so  at  tiroes.*' 

The  example  of  the  good  man  lives  after  him. 
Til  is  fact  is  forcibly  shown  in  an  article  \)VTitten  by 
Edith  A.  Winship  (IS). 

It  was  the  spirit  of  the  reformer  and  the  purity  of  his  nature  that 
brought  trouble  upon  this  successful  preacher.  His  open  criti- 
cism of  the  habits  and  immoral  reading  of  the  young  people  in  the 
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lovB  iifqifd  flMnj  praniiiait  famflief,  and  the  oomequent  wrath 
kNNfM  ahoat  his  tiiddai  and  hanh  diwninil  from  the  diurdi.  An 
ceekdbilieal  dapiite  oontributed  abo  to  this  actioo»  and  in  this  con- 
iMvcnj  Bdwanb  marntaiiiwl  *  doctrine  that  soon  became  a  vital 
priaqple  flf  the  Puritan  dmrdies.  Thus  it  haf>pcned  thai  Jonathan 
Bdvaids  fooMl  himsdf,  at  the  afs  ct  forty-seven,  with  no  means  of 
sippoft  for  his  familjr  ct  cig^t  diildren.  Thej  wete  ostraciaed  in 
Ihe  I0WB,  but  MiB.  Bdwaids  was  able  to  get  *  little  money  by  taking 
ia  work.  8a  months  later  Edwards  took  duuge  of  a  misnon  church 
ia  dw  village  of  Slodcbridge,  numbering  twdve  white  families  and 
one  hnndred  and  fifty  Indian  families.  Indian  wan  were  *  reality 
ia  1750,  and  Sloddiridge,  in  the  Colony  of  Maasadiusetts,  was  on  the 
enlddits  of  civiliiafion  Almost  immediately  Edwards  set  himsdf 
Is  — |»*"»f  and  pimishing  men  who  misa|>propriated  the  Indian  f  unds» 
and  he  succeeded.  He  found  abundant  leisure  here  to  write  his 
Inatise  on  **  The  Freedom  of  the  WiU  '*  —  a  dassic  in  meti^hysics,  and 
one  of  the  few  great  books  in  English  theology.  Through  this  and  other 
vritiBgs,  the  man  who  had  been  disgraced  and  banished  more  than 
iTgained  his  ascendency;  his  former  parishioners  were  repentant  and 
tpologetic*  and  his  reputation  as  a  thinker  and  theologian  grew  apace. 
Seven  jrean  he  spent  in  sedusion  and  then  he  went  to  Princeton  College 
•ft  its  President  Scarcdy  two  months  after,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four, 
ke  died.  ''From  the  days  of  Plato,"  said  a  writer  in  the  Westminster 
Brriew,  **  there  has  been  no  life  of  more  simple  and  imposing  grandeur 
than  his.** 

He  had  been  a  dominant  figure  in  New  England  through  many 
wais,  and  had  left  the  imprint  of  his  thought  on  the  Puritan  churdies. 
Hif  writings  long  held  supreme  authority:  and  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in 
America,  he  was  ranked  among  the  great  thinkers  of  the  world.  These 
iduevcments  alone  might  well  make  a  man  memorable;  but  they  are 
as  nothing  when  compared  with  the  power  for  good  which  he  has  exer- 
wd  through  posterity.  The  theology  of  Jonathan  Edwards  may  be 
<lftd,  and  his  books  unread,  but  the  man  was  greater  than  the  theo- 
hpan.  In  lc*aving  to  his  children,  and  his  children's  chiklren,  the 
hcinr  that  he  gave,  he  did  the  best  a  man  can  do  for  the  world. 

.\fter  his  dismissal  from  the  church  at  Northampton,  his  future  course 
9<mifd  dubious  and  uncertain.  Mrs.  Edwards  realized  that  all  in  the 
ftinijv  who  could  work  must  bend  their  energies  towards  the  support 
tf  a  large  family  —  but  a  way  was  opened  for  further  usefulness. 
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The  Indimn  miBnon  at  Stockbridge*  a  town  about  00  infles  from 
Northamptoo,  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Sergeant, 
the  honored  and  reverend  oommissionerB  for  Indian  affairs  in  Boston, 
who  have  the  care  and  direction  of  it,  applied  to  Mr.  Edwards  as  the 
most  suitable  person  they  could  think  of  to  intrust  with  that  mission, 
and  he  was  at  the  same  time  invited  to  come  there  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Stockbridge.  He  decided  to  accept  the  invitation  and  was  intro- 
duced and  affixed  as  missionary  to  the  Indians  there,  by  an  ecclesias- 
tical council  called  for  that  purpose  August  8, 1751 . 

li^lien  Mr.  Edwards  first  engaged  in  the  mission,  there  was  a  hope- 
ful prospect  of  its  being  extremely  serviceable  under  his  care  and  influ- 
ence, not  only  to  that  tribe  of  Indians  which  was  settled  at  Stockbridge, 
but  among  the  six  nations.  But  on  account  of  some  differences  of 
opinion  that  took  place  among  those  who  had  the  chief  management 
of  affairs  at  Stockbridge,  and  also  on  account  of  a  war  breaking  out 
between  England  and  France,  this  hopeful  prospect  came  to  nothing. 

Mr.  Edwards*  labors  were  attended  with  no  remarkable  visible 
success  while  at  Stockbridge,  though  he  performed  the  business  of  his 
mission  to  the  good  acceptance  of  the  inhabitants  in  general.  However, 
it  proved  a  more  quiet  and,  on  many  accounts,  a  more  comfortable 
situation  than  he  was  in  before.  His  time  was  not  so  much  taken  up 
with  company  as  it  was  at  Northampton,  although  many  of  his  friends 
made  visits  to  him.  And  he  was  not  brought  into  contact  with  other 
churches  as  he  was  at  Northampton.  This  was,  probably,  as  useful 
a  period  of  his  life  as  any.  for  during  this  time  he  wrote  the  two  last 
books  that  were  published  by  him. 

Again  was  he  favored  by  fortune,  or,  as  he  would  have  termed  it, 
aided  by  the  Hand  of  God.  Once  more  was  a  way  opened  by  death 
for  his  further  advancement. 

On  the  «4th  of  September.  1757,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Aaron  Burr,  Praident 
of  the  New  Jersey  College,  died,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  trustees 
Mr.  Edwards  was  chosen  his  successor,  the  news  of  which  was  quite 
unexpected  and  not  a  little  surprising  to  him.  He  looked  on  himself 
in  many  respects  so  unqualified  for  that  business,  that  he  womlcred 
that  gentlemen  of  so  good  judgment  and  so  well  acquainted  with  him,  as 
he  knew  some  of  the  trustees  were,  should  think  of  him  for  that  place. 

The  reasons  that  he  gave  in  a  letter,  written  to  the 
board  of  trustees,  were  the  following: 
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^^%  |«*ir  ■  <vnttittilion  in  nuiaj  Mlpecb  paCMUuly  tmllipiij,  «t- 
loifcd  villi  Oaedd  solid*,  npid.  flqr,  nd  mroe  ftddi,  ■ad  •  knr 
Uv  nf  i()Mrit>:  nflcn  ucnuiuoin^  •  Uod  cf  dtSdfah  WmIomm  anil 

iiiiiiiiHiiilil II  of  itpnvh,  pTfoatet,  and  dwnwawr;  with  •  di»- 

«(Reable  dvlneM  ui)  »tifTi>K4.  itudt  unfitting  dm  for  cattTWtian. 
bol  men  o^Msdally  ror  iIm-  gm-mimcBt  a<  •  colkge^  Tlu  ponmea 
rf  flaMriMha  adbn  mm  wUak  at  &e  tfKiag^ta  of  takmg  iqiaa  m«, 
b  A*  dvfca  ti(  Ka^  mA  »  nnr  nd  pwt  banwM.  attended  widi 
mA  *  MMMpBd^  if  cani,  and  iMpdrmg  mdi  «  degrae  of  actni^t 
dnteMi  «id  ifMt  at  goTCRuncnt:  MpeaaHjr  as  ■uccMding  one  ao 
I— rtiHy  wrB  rpwlHIrd  In  thrar  mninrti.  fliTinij;  nnrnifw  tn  rrrijrwi^ 
la  naHk  fta  «Ub  dUivBee.  I  am  abo  dcfidcot  in  aome  parts  of 
Tf-t*in.  [  II ''  '  Y  ^  '%■*■"■  *— '  *^~  '■'^'~  r"*"  "*  —**■—""—. 
mA  h  ttia  Gmk  da^ca,  w^  Grcdk  IcanLig  hanng  been  dne^  in 

HadetaBSMd  toaakdw  adricecf  a  number  flf  gentlemen  in  tha 
■ianli7,  on  wboae  judgment  and  ftioidalup  be  could  rd;,  and  to  act 
McarJaigly,  who,  npcn  his  and  hia  peof^'a  desfra,  met  at  Stockbridge, 
iaaaaij  4,  1758,  and  hsTing  heard  Mr.  Edwards'  reprtsentalion  of 
the  ■atts.  and  what  his  people  had  to  say  hy  wmj  of  objectim  agaiiut 
im  niuuial.  detennincd  it  was  his  dutjr  to  accept  ti  the  invjtatioa  to 
Ae  t>widt,inj  of  the  college. 

Ascndii^^,  having  had,  by  the  ^iplicatioa  of  the  trustees  ti  the 
rnltge,  &e  consent  ti  the  cooimisdwiets  to  naign  their  missitMi,  be 
Ml  off  (ram  SlocUtridge  for  Princctown  in  Jamoat?.  He  Idt  his 
UmOj  at  Stockbridge  not  to  be  nmoved  tiD  spring.  He  had  two 
^i^^rteta  at  Princctown.  Mrs.  Bun-,  the  widow  of  the  late  pRsidtnt 
Bqir,  and  his  eldest  dau^ter  (I  think  it  was  Lucy)  who  was  not 
muried. 

Wbile  at  Princctown,  before  his  sidaiess,  he  preadied  io  the  coll<^c- 
kd  Sabbath  after  Sabbath,  to  the  great  acceptance  of  his  hearers: 
tat  did  nothing  as  President,  unless  it  was  to  give  out  some  questioas 
ts  dtrinitj  to  the  senior  daas  lo  be  answered  before  him. 

The  History  of  Berkshire  County,  published  in 
1849.  contains  a  sketch  of  Timothy  Edwards,  Colonel 
Burr's  uncle,  and  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  his 
grandfather. 
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WTien  Mr.  Edwards  was  preaching  in  North- 
ampton it  was  the  most  considerable  tovm  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  outside  of  Boston. 

It  was  settled  in  1653,  and  was  originally  called 
Nonatuck,  after  a  tribe  of  Indians.  It  was  created 
a  city  in  1884.  The  city  seal  bears  the  motto: 
**  Justice,  Charity,  Education."  The  population  of 
the  town  in  1765  was  1285.  At  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  it  had  increased  to  1790.  At  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  the  population  was  7925, 
which  in  1905  had  increased  to  19,857. 

The  picture  of  the  Edwards  arms  is  said  to  have 
been  verified  at  the  Heraldrj'  Office  in  London.  The 
motto  is:  Sola  nobUitas  virtus,  which  may  be  trans- 
lated: *' Virtue  the  only  nobility";  or,  "Virtue  alone 
is  excellence." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  w^ord  **vir/ii^"  or  **  vir- 
tue" is  found  both  upon  the  Burr  and  the  Edwards 
coats-of-arms. 

A  correspondent  (14),  interested  in  the  present 
work,  supplied  a  leaf  from  an  old  note-lx)ok  l)elong- 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Timothy  Edwards  containing  an 
allusion  to  his  only  son  Jonathan,  who  had  lost  a 
jack-knife  given  to  him  by  his  father. 

Miss  Little  said,  in  her  letter: 

**Tbe  authraticitv  of  the  leaf  nccms  to  be  undoubted,  both  frnm 
internal  evidence  and  because  it  belonged  to  my  grandmother,  mho 
wa«  a  granddaughter  of  Timothy  Edwards,  son  of  Jonathan.** 

The  following  account  of  his  conversion,  experi- 
ences, and  religious  exercises  was  given  by  himself: 

1  have  greatly  longed  of  late  for  a  broken  heart  and  to  lie  low  before 
God.     And  when  I  asked  for  humility  of  God,  I  cmnnoC  bc«r  the 


Tin-  lvl«:ir<ls  ('out  .if  Arms—  fi.UTi  "   TIh- 
rMw;mls  Mc-ni..ri;.i;' 
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tiiou|^U  of  bemg  no  more  humble  than  other  Christians.  It  seems 
to  me  thai  though  their  degrees  of  humility  may  be  suitable  for  them, 
vti  it  would  be  a  vile  self-exaltation  in  me  not  to  be  the  lowest  in 
humilitj  of  all  mankind.  Others  speak  of  their  longing  to  be  humbled 
Id  the  dust  Though  that  may  be  a  proper  expression  for  them,  I 
alwajv  think  for  m^^elf  that  I  ought  to  be  humbled  down  below  hell. 
Th  an  expression  that  has  long  been  natural  for  me  to  use  in  prayer 
to  God.  I  ought  to  lie  infinitely  low  before  God.  .  .  .  And  yet  I  am 
gremlly  afflicted  with  a  proud  and  self-righteous  spirit,  much  more 
Kiuibly  than  I  used  to  be  formerly.  I  see  that  serpent  rising  and 
putting  forth  its  head  continually,  everywhere,  all  around  me.  ...  I 
had  mt  the  same  time  a  very  affecting  sense  how  meet  and  suitable  it 
was  that  God  should  govern  the  world  and  order  all  things  according 
Co  his  own  pleasure;  and  I  rejoiced  in  it  that  God  reigned,  and  that 
His  will  was  done. 

A5  indicating  his  state  of  mind  when  in  his  twen- 
tieth year,  no  better  evidence  could  he  given  than 
hy   the  sul>joined  extracts  from  his  private  diar}': 

H'ftinrMiatf,  Jan.  2,  17^3.  Thert*  is  no  dependence  upon  myself. 
l!  i%  to  no  pur|Kx»e  to  resolve  except  we  depend  on  the  grace  of  God, 
f.jc  if  it  were  not  for  his  mere  grace,  one  might  Ix'  a  ven'  gocxl  man  one 
dav  and  a  ver>*  wicked  one  the  next. 

Tkurmiay,  Jan.  10.  I  think  I  find  myself  much  more  sprightly 
aikI  healthy,  both  in  body  and  mind,  for  my  self-denial  in  eating, 
dnnking.  and  sleeping. 

Xiiitnlay,  Jan.  12.  I  can  challenge  no  right  in  myself;  I  can 
'  tiAii'-njre  no  right  in  this  understanding,  this  will,  tht»se  affei^tions  that 
*.•»•  in  me;  neither  have  I  any  right  to  this  b(Kly,  or  any  of  its  memlx^rs: 
r^»  n^ht  to  this  tongue,  these  hands,  nor  fet*t:  no  right  to  these  senses, 
ti'f^^*^  ^y#^.  these  ears,  this  smell  or  ta.ste.  I  have  given  myself  clear 
»wav.  and  have  not  retaine<l  anything  a.s  my  own.  I  have  Int'ii  to 
W  •]  till'*  nioniing  and  told  him  that  I  gave  myself  irltnlhj  to  him.  I 
r.^'. •-  inven  every  jH»wer  to  him;  .so  that  for  the  future  I  will  challenge 
•-•/  Hifht  in  mvM'If. 

T'UMlau.  Jan.  15.  It  s<»emed  vestenlav,  the  i\fi\  In'fore,  nn<l 
•*at*iir«iHV  that  I  should  alwavs  retain  the  same  n»solutions  to  the  same 
K-*-i4rfjt.  but  alas,  how  soon  I  do  decav!     O,  how  weak,  how  infinn. 
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how  unable  to  do  anjrthing  am  1 7     What  a  poor,  inooosistait,  what  a 
miserable  wretch  without  the  assistance  of  Crod*s  spirit. 

Saturday^  Feb.  16.  I  do  oertainlj  know  that  I  love  holiness,  sudi 
as  the  gospel  requires. 

Sahirday,  March  2.  O,  how  much  pleasanter  is  humility  than 
pride!  O,  that  God  would  fill  me  with  exceeding  great  humility,  and 
that  he  would  evermore  keep  me  from  all  pri<le! 

Monday  momitig,  April  1.  I  think  it  best  not  to  allow  myself  to 
laugh  at  the  faults,  follies,  and  infirmities  of  others. 

Saturday  night,  April  13.  I  could  pray  more  heartily  this  night 
for  the  forgiveness  of  my  enemies  than  ever  before. 

Thursday,  May  2.  I  think  it  a  very  good  way  to  examine  dreains 
every  morning  when  I  wake,  what  are  the  nature,  circumstances, 
principles,  and  ends  of  my  imaginary  actions  and  passions  in  them* 
to  dLscrm  what  are  my  chief  inclinations,  etc. 

Wfdncsday,  May  ^.  To  take  special  care  of  thesie  following 
things:  evil  s|)eaking,  fretting,  eating,  drinking,  and  sleeping,  speaking 
simple  verity,  joining  in  prayer,  flightiness  in  secret  prayer,  listleHOcai 
and  negligence,  and  thoughts  that  cherish  sin.  ^ 

Monday,  July  ^.  I  8c*e  there  is  danger  of  my  being  drsx  into 
transgression  by  the  power  of  such  temptations  as  a  fear  of  seeminf 
uncivil,  and  c^  offending  fric^nds.     Watch  against  it. 

Wfdnrjiday,  July  31.     Never  in  the  least  to  seek  to  hear 
relations  of  others  faults.     Never  to  give  credit  to  an^ihing  said  f 
others,  excqit  there  is  very  plain  reason  for  it;  nor  to  behave  . 
rcsfjcct  the  othemUe  for  it. 

Monday,  Sept.  2.     'lliere  is  much  folly,  when  I  am  quite  sure 
in  the  right,  and  others  are  positive  in  contradicting  me,  to  enter    <to 
a  vehement  or  long  debate  upon  it. 

On  Fridav,  Januan*  10,  17^4,  he  made  a  numb 
of  notes  in  .shorthand,  adding  after  them  these  woro 
from    Proverl)s   xii.   43:  "A   prudent  man   eonceai* 
eth  knowledge/* 


Saturday  night,  June  0.  lliis  week  has  been  a  remarkable 
with  me  with  rr»|M^  to  despondencies,  fears,  perplexities,  multittidai 
of  cares,  and  dintraction  of  mind;  being  the  week  I  came  hither  la 
New  llavcn,  in  order  to  enter  upon  the  office  as  Tutor  of  the  CoDqp^ 


1 

'at 
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I  Imtc  DOW  abmidaiil  reMon  to  be  euatiaued  cf  d^ 

aad  vexation  of  the  wotid.  awl  that  il  Mvv  wfl  be  sMlker  kiad  cf 

world. 

Tmetday^  Sept,  t.  Bj  a  wpma^Dttm  m  <fieC  awd  eating  as  arack 
ai  may  be  what  is  li^t  and  easr  of  digestkau  I  diafl  lioobtlfs  be  able 
to  th^  clearer,  and  shaD  gain  time.  Ist,  Bj  leaigtbeiiiBg  <Nit  air 
fife.  tdly.  Shall  need  Icaa  time  for  digestion  after  meak.  Sdlr.  SbaH 
be  able  to  study  closer  without  wrong  to  mj  health.  4th]T,  SbaH  need 
Im  time  to  sleep.    5thlj,  Shall  seklomer  be  troobfed  with  the 


In  the  volume  from  which  the  selection  has  been 
made  of  entries  in  his  private  diary,  the  following 
reflections  appear  in  connection  with  the  extracts 
therefrom  (9): 


The  foregoing  extracts  were  wrote  bv  Mr.  Edwards  in  the 
tod  twenty-first  years  of  his  age,  as  appears  by  the  dates.  This  being 
kfpt  in  mind,  the  judicious  reader  will  make  pn>per  allowance  for 
vntat  things  which  may  appear  a  little  juvenile,  or  like  a  youn^  Chri>- 
tian  aft  to  the  matter  or  manner  of  expres>ion:  which  would  not  have 
bfen  found  had  it  not  have  been  done  in  earlv  life.  .  .  .  For  here  are 
Dot  only  the  most  conducing  e\'idences  of  sinceritv-  and  thorough 
rtfif^on,  of  his  engaging  in  a  life  devoted  to  God  in  ^ood  earnest,  so 
••  to  make  religion  his  only  business;  but  through  his  great  attention 
to  this  matter,  he  appears  to  have  the  judgment  and  experience  of 
pry  hairs. 

The  introduction,  or  preamble,  to  the  seventy 
resolutions  which  Mr.  Edwards  subscribed  to  as 
his  rule  of  life,  reads  as  follows: 

Being  sensible  that  I  am  unable  to  do  anything  without  God's 
Wp.  I  do  humbly  intreat  him  by  his  grace  to  enable  me  to  keep  these 
^solutions,  so  far  as  they  are  agreeable  to  his  will,  for  Christ's  sake. 

From  the  list,  the  following  selections  are  made, 
including  those  not  entirely  religious  in  their  char- 
acter, but  more  in  the  nature  of  general  rules  for 
leading  a  good  life: 
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1.  Resohred  that  I  will  do  whatsoerer  I  think  to  be  most  to  God*s 
gloiy,  and  my  own  good,  profit,  and  pleasure,  in  the  whole  of  mj 
duration,  without  any  coniiideration  of  the  time,  whether  now  or  nerer 
so  many  myriads  of  ages  hence.  Resolved  to  do  whatever  I  think  to 
be  my  duty,  and  most  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  mankind  ia 
general.  Resolved  to  do  this  whatever  difficulties  I  meet  with,  how 
many  and  how  great  soever. 

5.  Resolved  never  to  lose  one  moment  of  time;  but  improve  it  the 
most  profitable  way  I  possibly  can. 

6.  Resolved  to  live  with  all  my  might  while  I  do  live. 

7.  Resolved  never  to  do  anything  which  I  should  be  afraid  to  do 
if  it  were  the  last  hour  of  my  life. 

13.  Resolved  to  be  endeavoring  to  find  out  fit  objects  of  duuitj 
and  liberalitv. 

to.  Resolved  to  maintain  the  strictest  temperance  in  eating  and 
drinking. 

S4.  Resolved,  In  narrations  never  to  speak  anything  but  the  pure 
and  simple  verity. 

41.  Resolved  to  ask  myself  at  the  end  of  every  day,  week,  month* 
and  year,  wherein  I  could  possibly  in  any  respect  have  done  better. 

5t.  I  frequently  hear  persons  in  old  age  say  how  they  would  live  if 
they  were  to  live  their  lives  over  again.  Resolved  that  I  will  live  just 
so  as  I  can  think  I  shall  wish  I  had  done,  supposing  I  live  to  old  age. 

67.  Resolved  after  afflictions  to  inqui re  what  I  am  the  better  for  tbcm« 
what  good  I  have  got  by  them,  and  what  I  might  have  got  by  thcoi. 

Tlie  numbers  prefixed  to  the  Resolutions  previ- 
ously given  correspond  with  those  used  in  Mr. 
Edwards'  original  manuscript. 

When  a  young  man  so  methodically  blocks  out 
his  rule  of  life,  it  is  most  interesting  to  learn  how 
closely  he  adhered  to  it  in  after  years.  Those  who 
knew  him  bear  testimony  that  during  his  life  he 
obeyed  his  self-made  rules  —  in  fact,  as  he  grew 
older,  and  became  the  father  of  a  large  family,  he 
made  others;  all,  however,  in  consonance  with  those 
of  his  youth. 
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Mr.  Edwards  made  a  secret  of  his  private  devotion,  and  therefore 
it  cannot  be  |>articulaiiy  known;  though  there  is  much  evidence  that 
ke  was  (Hmctoa],  constant,  and  frequent  in  secret  prayer,  and  often 
kifil  days  of  fasting  and  prayer  in  secret,  and  set  apart  a  time  for 
soioDS  devout  meditations  on  spiritual  and  eternal  things,  as  part  of 
lis  rdigiotis  exercise  in  secret. 

He  was  very  careful  and  abstemious  in  eating  and  drinking,  as 
doubtlesa  it  was  necessary  so  great  a  student  and  a  person  of  so  delicate 
snd  tender  a  bodily  make  as  he  was,  should  be,  in  order  to  be  com- 
fortable and  useful.  When  he  had,  by  careful  observation,  found 
what  kind  and  what  quantity  of  diet  best  suited  his  constitution  and 
ifodered  him  most  fit  to  pursue  his  work,  he  was  very  strict  and  exact 
m  complying  with  it;  and  in  this  respect  lived  by  rule;  and  herein  he 
eonstantly  practised  great  self-denial,  which  he  also  did  in  his  constant 
carhr  rising,  in  order  to  redeem  time  for  his  study.  He  used  himself 
Id  rise  by  four,  or  between  four  and  five  in  the  morning. 

He  conunonly  spent  thirteen  hours  every  day  in  his  study.  His 
meet  usual  diversion,  in  sunmier,  was  riding  on  horseback  and  walking. 
He  would  commonly,  unless  diverted  by  company,  ride  two  or  three 
miles  after  dinner  to  some  lonely  grove,  where  he  would  dismount 
tod  walk  a  while,  at  which  time  he  usually  carried  his  pen  and  ink 
vHh  him  to  note  any  thought  that  should  be  suggested  which  he 
dioae  to  retain  and  pursue,  as  what  promised  some  light  on  any  im- 
portant subject.  In  the  winter  he  was  wont  almost  daily  to  take 
•a  axe  and  chop  wood  moderately  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour  or 


He  read  all  the  books,  especially  books  of  divinity,  that  he  could 
fftot  at,  from  which  he  could  hope  to  get  any  help  in  his  pursuit  of 
bowledge.  And  in  this  he  confined  not  himself  to  authors  of  any 
particular  sect  or  denomination;  yea,  he  took  much  pains  to  come  at 
the  books  of  the  most  noted  writers,  who  advance  a  scheme  of  divinity 
akuit  contrary  to  his  own  principles. 

H^  toik  his  rt'ligious  principles  from  the  Bible  and  not  from  any 
-'iman  system  or  body  of  divinity.  Though  his  principles  were 
<  ilvinLstic,  yet  he  called  no  man  father.  He  thought  and  judged  for 
bira*elf  and  was  truly  verj-  much  of  an  original. 

Hr  wtkA  thought  by  some  who  had  but  a  slight  acquaintance  with 
bm  to  be  stiff  and  unsociable;  but  this  was  owing  to  want  of  better 
*rr|umintance.     He  was  not  a  man  of  many  words  indeed,  and  was 
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somewhat  reserved  among  strangers,  and  those  on  whose  candour 
and  friendship  he  did  not  know  he  could  rely. 

He  possessed  but  a  comparatively  small  stock  of  animal  life:  his 
animal  spiriU  were  low,  and  he  had  not  strength  of  lungs  to  spare 
that  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  make  him  what  would  be  called 
an  affable,  facetious  gentleman  in  all  companies. 

He  was  not  forward  to  enter  into  any  dispute  among  strangers, 
and  in  companies  where  were  persons  of  different  sentiments:  as  he 
was  sensible  that  such  disputes  are  generally  unprofitable,  and  often 
sinful,  and  of  bad  consequence,  and  he  thought  he  could  dispute  to 
the  best  advantage  with  his  pen  in  his  hand. 

The  imputation  that  he  was  stiff  and  unsociable  was  groundlcM,  as 
his  known  and  tried  friends  best  knew.  They  had  always  found  him 
easy  of  arcesM,  kind  and  condescending:  and  though  not  talkative,  yet 
affable  and  f rre.  Among  sucb  whose  candour  and  friendship  he  had 
ex|M'rienced,  he  threw  off  the  reserve  and  was  most  open  and  free; 
f|uite  patient  of  contradiction,  while  the  utmost  opposition  was  made 
to  his  sentiments  that  could  be  by  plausible  arguments  or  objec- 
tions. 

As  he  rose  very  eariy  himself,  he  was  wont  to  have  his  famDj  up 
in  season  in  the  morning,  after  whidi,  before  the  family  entered  on 
the  business  of  the  day,  he  attended  on  family  prayers,  when  a  chapter 
in  the  Bible  was  read,  commonly  by  candle-light  in  the  winter,  upoo 
which  he  aiiked  his  diildrm  questions,  according  to  their  age  and 
ca|>acity;  and  took  occasion  to  explain  some  passages  in  it,  or  enforce 
any  duty  recommrnd(*d,  as  he  thought  most  proper. 

He  was  careful  and  thorough  in  the  government  of  his  children: 
and  as  a  con!ic<|umce  of  thu,  they  reverenced,  esteemed  and  kyved 
him.  He  took  special  care  to  begin  his  government  of  them  in  season. 
When  they  first  dijHx»*ered  any  considerable  degree  of  will  and  stub- 
bomness,  he  would  attend  to  them  till  he  had  thoroughly  subdued 
them  and  bruuglit  them  to  jiubiiiit.  ...  He  t<iok  much  pains  to 
in.«itruct  them  in  the  principles  of  religion;  in  whi<4i  he  made  use  of 
the  Assembly's  Shorter  CatcrhLim;  not  merely  by  taking  care  that 
they  leame^l  it  by  heart,  but  by  leading  them  into  an  understanding 
tif  the  doctrines  therein  taught,  by  a.nking  them  questions  on  each 
answer,  and  explaining  it  to  them.  His  unual  time  to  attend  to  this 
wa.H  cm  the  evening  before  the  Sabbath,  and.  as  be  believed  that  the 
Sabbath  or  holy  time  began  at  sunset  the  e%'ening  before  the  day,  be 
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oidtml  Ui  iM^f  Id  MA  aD  dMv  qwddl  ImriiMM  I9  thai  tii^ 
brfan»  «hM  i^f  1PH9  aD  talied  tv^gelliar  and  ft  Fnlm  in»  nnig  ai^ 
[■^M  alhmlml,  at  aa  iatwwhittfen  Iff  ^  ffanftifying  tfaft  ffabhathi 

He  vaa  a  paaft  CBan^  Id  joong  people'ii  imifaioiwhh  oompan^ 
heffaqg  aad  ffoBeim^  mhft  looked  upon  it  ae  a  great  meane  of  coe^ 
nptuy  and  lainiiig  joatik.  And  ha  tfaoa^  die  eseiiie  many  paiente 
for  tiiiffating  ttdr  dOdien  in  it  (vis.  that  it  is  die  custom  and 
dddnB  practise  it,  widch  renders  it  <fifficiilt  and  e?cn  impossibie 
la  I  i  oil  sin  thriis)  was  insafldent  and  fmoloiis,  and  manifested  a 
great  Jiyee  of  stupiditj,  on  supposition  die  prMtioe  was  hurtful  and 
pffaidooa  lo  flieb  souls.  ...  He  allowed  not  his  diiUren  to  be  from 
hoese  after  nine  o*dodc  at  ni|^  when  they  went  abroad  to  see  their 
ftncnds  and  ctimpaninns;  neither  were  they  allowed  to  sit  up  mueh 
sfler  diat  lime  in  his  own  house  when  anj  came  to  make  a  visit.  If 
UKf  gendeman  desired  acquaintance  with  Us  dau^ten,  after  hand* 
•omeif  introducing  himself  bj  properly  consulting  the  parents,  he  was 
slowed  all  proper  opportnnitj  for  it,  and  a  room  and  fire  if  needed; 
but  must  not  intrude  on  the  proper  hours  of  rest  and  sleep,  nor  the 
rtigion  and  order  of  the  family. 

He  had  a  strict  and  inviolable  regard  to  justice  in  all  his  deafings 
with  hu  neighbors,  and  was  very  careful  to  provide  for  things  honest 
io  the  sight  of  all  men;  so  that  scarcely  a  man  had  any  dealings  with  him 
that  was  not  conscious  of  his  uprightness.  He  appeared  to  have  a 
iscred  rq|ard  to  truth  in  his  words,  both  in  promises  and  narraticms, 
igreeable  to  the  Resoluticms. 

He  was  cautious  in  choosing  his  intimate  friends  and  therefore  had 
■ot  many  that  mi^t  properly  be  called  such;  but  to  them  he  showed 
himself  friendly  in  a  pecufiar  manner.  He  was  indeed  a  faithful  friend 
■ad  able  above  most  others  to  keep  a  secret. 

His  conversation  with  his  friends  was  always  savory  and  profitable, 
b  this  he  was  remarkable  and  almost  singular.  He  was  not  wont  to 
tpcnd  hb  time  with  them  in  scandal,  evil-speaking,  and  back-biting, 
or  in  fooGsh  jesting,  idle  diat  and  telling  stories. 

His  great  benevolence  to  mankind  discovered  itself,  among  other 
vivs,  by  the  uncommon  regard  he  showed  to  liberality  and  charity  to 
tile  poor  and  distressed.  He  often  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
prafcased  Christians  in  these  days  are  greatly  deficient  in  this  duty, 
•ad  much  more  so  than  in  most  other  parts  of  external  Christianity. 

.  .  It  was  his  opinion  that  every  particular  church  ought,  by  fre- 


/ 


88  THEODOSIA 

queot  and  liberal  coDtribudona,  to  maintain  a  public  stock,  that  might 
be  ready  for  the  poor  and  necessitous  members  of  that  church. 

Smallpox  had  become  very  common  in  the  country  and  was  then 
at  Princetown  and  likely  to  spread,  and,  as  Mr.  Edwards  had  nerer  had 
it,  and  inoculation  was  then  practised  with  great  success  in  those  parts, 
he  proposed  to  be  inoculated,  if  the  physicians  would  advise  it  and 
the  corporation  would  give  their  consent. 

Accordingly,  by  the  advice  of  the  physician  and  the  consent  of  the 
corporation,  he  was  inoculated  February  13.  He  had  it  favorably 
and  it  was  thought  all  danger  was  over;  but  a  secondary  fever  set  in, 
and  by  reason  of  a  number  of  pustles  (puittules)  in  his  throat,  the  ob- 
struction was  such  that  the  medicines  necessary  to  staunch  the  fever 
could  not  be  administered.  It  therefore  raged  until  it  put  an  end  to 
his  life,  on  the  22nd  of  March.  1758.  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his 

Concerning  the  inoculation  of  President  Edwards 
and  his  daughter.  Professor  Wilder  writes  (15): 

The  cases  of  Jonathan  Edwards  and  Mrs.  Burr  were  Mgnally  illus- 
trative of  the  danger  often  incurred  from  blind,  unthinking  submissiioo 
to  physicians*  fads.  There  was  no  good  cause  in  either  case  for  having 
small -|K>x.  lliere  were  se\'eral  cases  in  the  town,  and  so  healthy  per- 
sons, under  representation  that  the  disease  artificially  introduced  wouki 
be  less  dangerous  than  in  another  form,  were  often  inoculated  with 
small-pox  virus.  President  EUlwards  and  his  daughter  were  so  inocu- 
lated, and  died  in  conse(|uence.  .  .  .  Pus  is  always  poisonous  to  the 
blood;  an<l  in  Montreal  at  the  e|>idemic  it  was  obser^'cd  by  Professor 
C^oderie  that  |>atienbi  who  were  vaccinated  d<*veloped  small-pox  soon 
afterward,  seemingly  as  a  consequence  of  the  operation.  I  regard  com- 
pulsion as  rape. 

Two  memorials  which  are  monumental  if  not 
exactly  monuments  have  been  erected  to  commem- 
orate his  name  (16): 

In  ISSS,  75  years  after  his  death,  a  memorial  church,  named  the 
Edwards  C*hurch,  was  founded  in  Northampton  to  perpetuate  his 
name  and  to  continue  the  work  of  his  life.     It  is  still  a  fiourishing  in* 
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cat  if  dw  SMtt  pwMpqoui  idigioiis  societies  in  the  vicinity, 
k  asodbsffrinp  ef  450,  with  ft  Sunday  School  ol  about  400. 
Ob  turn  ft,  1000.  jul  150  yean  from  the  date  ol  Edwards'  dis- 
tnm  tbm  FinI  Clniidi  in  Northampton,  another  memorial  was 
wiHun  its  walls.  It  was  authorised  by  die  churdi  and  paid 
Iv  hgr  pnhie  subscriptioQ.  It  consists  ol  a  bronse  tablet,  set  in  a 
■SBBie  Crame  of  graoi-stained  oak,  and  contains  a  two-thirds  length 
srikf  igan  of  Bdwaids,  lif e«ae  or  larger,  in  his  favorite  attitude  while 
pnadbi^    On  tta frame  beneath  is  this  inscription: 

In  memory  of 

Jonathan  Edwards 

Bfinister  of  Northampton 

¥tom  Fdiruary  15, 17S7,  to  June 

»,  1750. 
Tlie  Law  of  Truth  was  in  his 
mouth,  and  unrighteousness  was 
not  found  in  his  lips.    He  walked 
with  me  in  peace  and  uprightness 
and  did  turn  many  away  from  in- 
iquity. —  Malachi  ii.  6. 

IWre  are  other  memorials  of  lesser  diaracter,  and  various  monentoes 
rf  Edwards  and  his  family  are  treasured  in  many  places.  Among 
ftoe  is  an  Edwards  memorial  window  in  Yale  College  Chapel.  A  desk 
■nd  fay  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Yale 
School 


In  a  volume  published  in  Edinburgh  in  1799  (17) 
eighteen  of  the  sermons  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Edwards  are  given  in  full. 

The  subject  of  the  first  sermon  was:  Jesus  Christ 
Gloriously  Exalted  above  all  Evil  in  the  Work 
of  Redemption. 

The  second  and  third  sermons  relate  to  Joseph's 
Oreat  Temptation  and  his  Gracious  Deliverance. 

Sermons  4,  5,  and  6,  Man's  Natural  Blindness. 

Sermons  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  Men  Naturally  God's 
Enemies. 
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Sermons  11  to  16,  The  Wisdom  of  God  as  Dis- 
played in  the  Way  of  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ, 
far  Superior  to  the  Wisdom  of  the  Angels. 

Sermons  17  and  18,  The  True  Christian's  Life, 
a  Journey  Towards  Heaven. 

In  the  sermon  devoted  to  "Joseph's  Great  Temp- 
tation and  his  Gracious  Deliverance,"  Mr.  Edwards 
objected  strongly  to  dancing.     He  said: 

A  custom  that  I  dftin  mtiy  be  eiwnined  b;  the  fore-mentjaofd 
ruks,  U  that  at  young  people  of  both  aexea  getting  together  in  the  nighl. 
in  thcMe  companies  for  mirth  and  jollity  that  they  call  frolics,  ao  spend- 
ing their  time  together  till  late  in  tbe  night  in  their  jollity.  1  deare 
our  young  people  to  suffer  their  ears  to  be  open  to  what  I  hare  to  say 
upon  thiii  point,  as  I  am  the  messenger  ol  the  Lord  at  Hosts  to  them, 
and  not  determine  that  they  will  not  harken  until  they  have  heard  whal 
I  have  to  say.  .  .  .  Hare  you  not  found  that  after  you  hare  been  to 
a  frolic  you  have  been  more  backward  in  the  duty  ot  srcret  prayer? 
And  if  TOD  have  not  wholly  neglected  it,  hare  you  not  found  that  yua 
have  be«n  abundantly  more  flighlly,  and  ready  to  turn  it  off  in  any 
manner,  and  glad  to  have  done  with  it  ?  And  more  backward  to  rcMl- 
ing  and  serious  meditation,  and  audi  things  ?  And  that  your  miod  haa 
been  exceedingly  diverted  from  religion,  and  thai  for  some  time  t 

Again,  a  black  mark  seems  to  be  set  on  such  in  Scripture,  as  "Ye 
are  all  childrra  of  the  light  and  the  children  ot  the  day:  we  are  not  of 
the  night  nor  of  the  darkness.  I'herefore  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others. 
but  let  us  wal(4i  and  be  sober.  Fur  Ihcy  that  sleep,  sleep  in  the  night, 
and  they  that  be  drunk  are  drunken  in  tbe  night." 

Many  of  you  that  have  lately  set  up  this  practice  of  froficing  and 
joUily.  profem  to  be  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day.  and  not  to  be 
the  children  of  darkness,  llieref  ore.  walk  in  the  day.  and  do  not  tboae 
works  of  darknns  that  are  cMitnionly  done  at  unaraaooable  hoars  of 
the  night. 

But  it  u  objected  that  the  wise  man  allows  of  this  practice  wben 
he  says,  in  Ecdesiastks  ill.  4.  Then  is  a  time  lo  moun  and  a  time  to 
dance. 

This  is  nothiog  lo  the  purpoK,  for  tbe  utmost  that  any  can  pietend 
that  it  prores  is  denying  it  to  be  lawful,  and  allowing  it  nmj  be  Mcd 
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But  nol  at  an  tbal  dandng  and  oUmst 
bj  our  ]NNn^  P^^iple  in  tbar  froKci  aie  kfrfal  in  thoae 
nBjaoMttnwhnftif  MttdintheMmecliapter — There 
to  1b9»  fK09m  tbal  it  b  lawful  for  a  man  to  oommit  mmder. 
To  imj  tkal  ilanrii^  nnder  anj  circmnetanoei  whatetfer,  wae 
Inrfri*  vmU  k  abniid,  for  llMve  wae  a  religioiit  dancing  in  t^ 

tkal  waa  a  imf  d  fniafarfiig  tbeir  ipifitual  mirth.  So  David 
brfbre  die  Lord,  and  he  oaUs  upon  olhen  to  pruee  God  in  the 
But  all  tfcie  makai  nothing  to  the  praaent  pnipoee;  to  prore 
ftil  dns  paitimlar  cutom,  that  we  have  been  q>eaking  of  among  our 
[paopfev  if  not  ol  a  bad  tendency,  and  bemlee«  wlwn  the  wise  man 
ia  a  time  to  danoe,  that  does  not  prove  that  the  dead  of  ni|^t 
iiAtttmeforlt  Thai  eame  wise  man  doei  not  justifj  carnal  mirth» 
huteondanai  it:  I  said  ol  laqghtfT,  it  is  mad;  and  of  mirth»  what  doth 

I  denre  beads  ol  f amiBes,  if  they  have  an j  govcnmwnt  over  their 
didra,  or  anj  cnmmand  of  their  own  houses*  would  not  tolerate  their 
children  in  sudi  practices,  nor  suflfer  such  conventions  in  their  homes. 

The  tide  of  Sermon  18  in  the  Edinburgh  vol- 
ume b:  ''This  Liife  Ought  to  be  Spent  by  Us  so  as 
to  be  only  a  Journey  Towards  Heaven." 

Mr.  Ekl wards  said: 

TUs  doctrine  may  teach  us  mod^ation  in  our  mourning  for  the 
loM  of  such  dear  friends  who,  while  they  lived,  improved  their  lives 
to  right  puiposes. 

If  they  fived  a  holy  Hfe,  then  their  lives  were  a  journey  towards 
Hcavn,  and  why  should  we  be  immoderate  in  mourning  when  they 
•R  got  to  their  journey's  end  ?  Death  to  them,  though  it  appears  to 
m  with  a  frightful  aspect,  is  a  great  blessing.  Their  end  is  happy  and 
better  than  their  beginning.  **The  day  ol  their  death  is  better  to  them 
tbsn  the  day  of  their  birth.**  While  they  lived  they  desired  Heaven 
isd  chose  it  above  this  world,  or  any  of  the  enjoyments  of  it.  They 
fsmestJy  sought  and  longed  for  Heaven,  and  why  should  we  grieve 
tbst  they  have  <^tained  it  ?  Now  they  have  got  to  Heaven.  They 
kste  got  home.  They  never  were  at  home  before.  They  have  got 
to  tbeir  Father's  house.  They  find  more  comfort  a  thousand  times, 
■ow  that  they  have  got  home,  than  they  did  in  their  journey.     liMiile 
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they  were  on  their  journey  they  underwent  much  labour  and  toil 
It  was  a  wilderness  that  they  passed  through,  a  difficult  road. 
There  were  abundance  of  difficulties  in  the  way;  mountains  and  rough 
places.  It  was  a  laborious,  fatiguing  thing  to  travel  the  road.  They 
were  forced  to  lay  out  themselves  to  get  along,  and  had  many  weari- 
some days  and  nights.  But  now  they  have  got  through;  they  have 
got  to  the  place  they  sought;  they  are  got  home;  got  to  their  everlasting 
rest.  They  need  to  travel  no  more;  nor  labour  any  more;  nor  endure 
any  more  toil  and  difficulty,  but  enjoy  perfect  rest  and  peace,  and  wiD 
enjoy  them  forever.  **And  I  heard  a  voice  from  Heaven  sanng  unto 
me,  write,  blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth; 
yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labours,  and  thctr 
works  do  follow  them.'*  They  do  not  mourn  that  they  are  got  home, 
but  greatly  rejoice.  They  look  back  upon  the  difficulties,  and  sorrows, 
and  dangers  of  life,  rejoicing  that  they  have  got  through  them  all  .  .  . 
It  is  true  we  shall  see  them  no  more  while  here  in  this  world,  yet  we  ought 
not  immoderately  to  mourn  for  that;  though  it  used  to  be  pleasant  to 
us  to  see  them,  and  though  their  company  was  sweet;  for  we  should 
consider  ourselves  as  on  a  journey  too;  we  should  be  travelling  towards 
the  same  place  that  they  are  gone  to.  And  why  should  we  break  our 
hearts  with  that  that  they  have  got  there  before  us,  when  we  are  fol* 
lowing  after  them  as  fast  as  we  can,  and  hope,  as  soon  as  we  get  to  our 
journey's  end,  to  be  with  them  again;  to  be  with  them  in  better  cir- 
cumstances than  ever  we  were  with  them  while  here?  A  degree  of 
mourning  for  near  relations  when  departed  is  not  inconsistent  with 
Christianity,  but  very  agreeable  to  it,  for  as  long  as  we  are  6esh  and 
blood,  no  other  can  be  expected  than  that  we  shall  have  animal  pro- 
pensities and  affections.  But  we  have  not  just  reason  to  be  overborne 
and  sunk  in  spirits  when  the  death  of  near  friends  in  attended  with 
these  circumstances.  We  should  be  glad  they  are  got  to  Heaven; 
our  mourning  should  be  mingled  with  joy. 

In  conclusion,  the  reverend  gentieman's  words 
were: 

Let  it  be  considered  that  if  our  lives  be  not  a  journey  towards  Heaven, 
they  will  be  a  journey  to  Hell.  We  cannot  continue  here  always,  but 
we  must  go  somewhere  else.  All  mankind,  after  they  hare  been  in 
this  world  a  little  while,  go  out  of  it,  and  thefe  are  but  two  pboea  thai 
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tbej  go  to:  the  two  great  reoq>tacle9  of  all  that  depart  out  of  this  world ; 
tke  one  is  HeaTcn,  whither  a  few,  a  small  number  in  comparison,  travel. 
T%t  wmj  that  leads  hither  is  but  thinly  occupied  with  travellers.  And 
the  other  »  Hell,  whither  the  bulk  of  mankind  do  throng.  And  one 
or  the  other  of  these  must  be  our  journey's  end;  the  issue  of  our  course 
ii  this  world. 

Edwards  believed  in  total  depravity;  not  only  of 
the  adult,  but  of  the  child.  In  one  of  his  sermons 
he  said:  **As  innocent  as  children  seem  to  be  to 
us,  yet  if  they  are  out  of  Christ  they  are  not  so  in 
God^s  sight,  but  are  young  vipers,  and  are  infinitely 
more  hateful  than  vipers,  and  are  in  a  most  mis- 
erable condition,  as  well  as  grown  persons.  Will 
those  children  .  .  .  that  lived  and  died  insensible 
of  their  misery,  until  they  feel  it  in  hell,  ever  thank 
parents  for  not  letting  them  know  what  they  were  in 
danger  of  .^" 

An  editorial  written  in  1906  (18)  forcibly  presents 
the  proper  rule  of  judgment  in  considering  past 
events  and  the  lives  of  those  who  have  long  lain  in 
their  graves.  The  admirers  of  Edwards  have,  as 
a  rule,  been  the  most  merciless  critics  of  his  grand- 
son. They  would  have  the  world  judge  Edwards 
i>v  the  thought  of  his  time,  and  his  grandson  by  the 
ulejts  of  the  present. 

The  venlict  of  the  day  may  be  that  the  four  generations  of  the 
Mitlirr  family  represented  better  than  any  other  the  early  t\i)e  of 
militant  Christianity  whose  rejection  from  F^ngland  for  nonconformity 
'M  not  prt'vrnt  them  from  enft)rcing  conformity  with  the  ideas  in  the 
<  «'l(.nit*s.  even  to  the  extent  of  tvrannv. 

I  he  Mathers  were  undoubtt»dly  bigote<i  in  rt»lipon.  su[)erstitioiis  in 
^^M,  and  cruel  in  the  treatment  of  other  sects,  but  thev  were  the 

^^pe  i)f  their  time  and  actuated  bv  what  thev  iM'lieve*!  wits  a  worthv 

*  •  • 

w»ii  rvli^ous  motive. 
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A  noted  historian  has  written  (19): 

In  the  mind  of  Jonathan  Edwards  there  was  a  vein  of  mjrttid«n 
as  unmistakable  as  that  in  the  mind  of  William  Penn.  Sach  mja- 
tictsm  may  be  found  in  minds  of  medium  capacity,  but  in  minds  of 
the  highest  type  I  beheve  it  is  rarely  absent.  A  mind  which  has  plunged 
deeply  into  the  secrets  of  Nature  without  exhibiting  such  a  vein  of 
mysticism  is,  I  believe,  a  mind  sterilized  and  cut  off  in  one  directioQ 
from  access  to  the  truth.  Along  with  Edwards*  abstruse  reasoning 
there  was  a  spiritual  consciousness  as  deep  as  that  of  Spinosa  or  Novalis. 
From  his  mystic  point  of  view,  the  change  whereby  a  worldly,  unre- 
generate  man  or  woman  became  fitted  for  divine  life  was  a  conversioo 
of  the  soul,  an  alteration  of  its  innermost  purposes,  a  change  of  heart 
from  evil  to  goodness.  Perhaps  this  way  of  conceiving  the  case  was 
not  new  with  Edwards.  From  the  earliest  ages  of  Christianity  a  turn- 
ing of  the  soul  from  the  things  of  this  world  to  Christ  has  been  the 
essential,  but  the  importance  of  what  has  since  come  to  be  known  aa 
conversion,  or  change  of  heart,  assumed  dimensions  never  known 
before. 

Jonathan  Edwards'  theology  is  rejected  at  the 
present  day  even  by  the  clergymen.  Aaron  Burr 
rejected  it  when  a  youth,  his  action  showing  unmis- 
takably that  he  was  more  than  a  century  ahead  of 
his  times.  And  although  the  clergy  do  not  now 
Ix^lieve  as  Edwards  did,  many  of  them  still  blame 
Aaron  Burr  for  forsaking  the  faith  of  his  fathers, 
and  consider  him  an  infidel.  He  was  not.  On 
many  occasions  he  expressed  his  belief  in  God,  but 
it  was  not  the  fear-inspiring,  revengeful  God  pic- 
tured by  his  grandfather. 

The  following,  illustrative  of  his  manner  of 
preaching,  is  taken  from  a  volume  of  biographical 
sketches  (20): 

His  mother  was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  intelfigenoe,  haTiag 
a  profound  knowledge  of  Scripture  and  the  theology  of  the  tuMa. 
Prom  her,  even  more  than  from  his  father,  Jonathan  Edwards  inlMfHed 
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Uf  pecufiar  tmlentB.  He  was  a  precocious  boj,  taking  deep  interest  in 
liif  studies  and  was  a  keen  observer  of  nature.  At  thirteen  he  entered 
Yiie  G)Ucge«  which  had  then  been  in  existence  only  fifteen  jean. 

There  b  just  a  suspicion  of  his  having  indulged,  to  some  extent, 
ia  the  osoal  foUies  of  students,  there  being  some  accounts  of  a  "dis- 
tafhanoe'*  during  his  connection  with  the  college.  If  such  be  a  fact, 
it  vouki  seem  to  be  the  only  break  in  the  strict  regularity  of  his  life. 
He  graduated  with  high  honors  at  seventeen.  He  was,  from  earliest 
diikibood,  inspired  with  a  deep  reverence  for  religion,  although  it 
preMOted  itself  to  him  in  its  most  austere  form.  .  .  . 

With  the  growth  of  the  country,  public  opinion  was  undergoing  a 
diange  with  regard  to  certain  theological  dogmas.  Among  those 
doctrines  whidi  people  were  beginning  to  call  in  question  were  the 
Trinity,  endless  punishment,  the  atonement  and  justification  by  faith. 
These  Edwards  considered  it  his  duty  to  defend  to  the  utmost  of  his 
•bifity,  and  to  that  end  preached  sermons  and  wrote  and  published 
books  which  still  continue  to  be  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who  are 
in  !»>TDpathy  with  his  teachings.  Much  of  his  preaching  was  stem 
tnd  monitory,  and  calculated  to  work  upon  the  fears  of  his  auditors. 
One  sermon  of  this  nature  has  become  famous.  It  was  preached  at 
EnSeld.  Conn.,  in  July,  1741.  The  congregation  became  convulsed 
irith  agony  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged  to  pause  in  his  dis- 
course and  request  them  to  be  quiet,  so  that  he  might  be  heard. 

In  the  Edinburgh  volume  (17)  is  found  a  most 
interesting  description  of  his  method  of  composition 
and  delivery  of  his  sermons. 

Mr.  Edwards  had  the  most  universal  character  of  a  good  preacher 
^  tiniest  any  minister  in  this  age.  There  were  but  few  that  heard 
bim  who  did  not  call  him  a  goo<i  preacher,  however  tliey  might  dislike 
bis  religious  principles,  and  be  much  ofTen(lo<l  by  the  same  truths 
*hrn  <h'livere<l  hv  others;  and  most  admirt*d  him  above  all  that  ever 
*h«y  h^anl.  His  eminency  as  a  preacher  seems  to  l>e  owing  to  the 
'*'llowin^  things: 

I'lr.'i.  The  great  pains  he  took  in  t^)mposing  his  sermons,  espe- 
nally  in  the  first  part  of  his  life.  He  wrote  most  of  his  sennons  all  out 
^'f  nearly  twenty  years  after  he  first  lK»gan  to  preach;  though  he  did 
not  wholly  confine  himself  to  his  notes  in  delivering  them. 
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Secondly.  Ilis  great  acquainUnce  with  divinity,  his  study  and 
knowledge  of  the  Bible;  his  extensive  and  universal  knowledge,  and 
great  clearness  of  thought,  enabled  him  to  handle  every  subject  with 
great  judgment  and  propriety,  and  to  bring  out  of  his  treasury  things 
new  and  old.  Every  subject  he  handled  was  instructive,  plain,  enier> 
taining,  and  profitable,  which  was  much  owing  to  his  being  master  of 
the  subject,  and  hb  great  skill  to  treat  it  in  a  most  natural,  easy,  and 
profitable  nuuiner. 

Thirdly.  His  excellency  as  a  preacher  was  very  much  the  effect  of 
his  great  acquaintance  with  his  own  heart,  his  own  inward  sense,  and 
high  relish  of  divine  truths,  and  the  high  exerdse  of  true  experimental 
religion.  This  gave  him  great  insight  into  human  nature:  he  knew 
what  was  in  man,  both  the  saint  and  the  sinner.  No  description  of 
his  sermons  will  give  the  reader  the  idea  of  them,  which  they  had  who 
sat  under  his  preaching  or  have  even  read  some  of  his  discourses  in 
print  There  are  a  great  numy  now  in  manuscript  which  are  probably 
as  worthy  the  view  of  the  public  as  most  that  have  been  published  in 
this  country. 

His  appearance  at  the  desk  was  with  a  good  grace,  and  his  delivety 
easy,  natural,  and  solemn.  He  had  not  a  strong,  loud  voice;  bat 
appeared  with  such  gravity  and  solemnity,  and  ^>ake  with  such  dis- 
tinctness, deamess,  and  precision;  his  words  were  so  full  of  ideas,  set 
in  such  a  plain  and  striking  light,  that  few  speakers  have  been  so  able 
to  coomiand  the  attention  of  an  audience  as  he.  His  words  often 
discovered  a  great  degree  of  inward  fervour,  without  much  noise  or 
external  emotion,  and  fell  with  great  weight  on  the  minds  of  his  hearera. 
He  made  but  little  motion  of  his  head  or  hands  in  the  desk.  ...  In 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  have 
been  better  if  he  had  never  accustomed  himself  to  use  his  notes  at  alL 
...  He  would  have  the  young  preacher  write  all  his  sermons,  or  al 
least  most  of  them,  out  at  large,  and  instead  of  reading  them  to  hit 
hearers,  take  pains  to  commit  them  to  memory. 

His  prayers  were  indeed  extempore.  He  was  the  farthest  from  any 
appearance  of  a  form  as  to  his  words  and  manner  of  expression  aa 
almost  any  man.  ...  He  was  not  wont,  in  ordinary  cases,  to  be 
long  in  his  prayers;  an  error  be  observed  was  often  hurtful  to  public 
and  social  prayer,  as  it  tends  rather  to  damp  than  promole  tme 
devotion. 

He  kept  himself  quite  free  from  worldly  cares.    He  kft  the  paitie- 
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nkr  ofcnig^t  and  directioD  ci  the  temporal  ooncems  ci  his  family 
thaoti  cntirelj  to  Bin.  Edwards;  who  was  better  able  than  most  of 
ker  sex  to  take  the  whole  care  d  them  on  her  hands.  He  was  less 
awyiaintrd  with  most  d  his  temporal  affairs  than  many  of  his  neigh- 
boms,  and  seldoin  knew  when  and  by  whom  his  forage  for  winter  was 
pdMed  in,  or  how  many  milk  kine  he  had,  whence  his  table  was 
fniihed,  etc. 

He  did  not  make  it  his  custom  to  visit  his  people  in  their  own  houses, 
he  was  sent  for  by  the  sick,  or  he  heard  that  they  were  under 
special  affliction.  Instead  of  visiting  from  house  to  house,  he 
med  to  preach  frequently  at  private  meetings  in  particular  neighbor- 
hoods, and  often  call  the  young  people  and  children  to  his  own  house, 
vhen  he  used  to  pray  with  them  and  treat  with  them  in  a  manner 
niled  to  their  years  and  circumstances.  And  he  catechised  the  chil- 
dren in  public  every  Sabbath  in  the  summer. 

He  did  not  neglect  visiting  his  people  from  house  to  house,  because 
ke  (fid  not  look  upon  it,  in  ordinary  cases,  to  be  one  part  of  the  work 
of  Ike  gospel  minister.  He  was  not  able  to  enter  into  a  free  conversa- 
th)o  with  e\'ery  person  he  met  with,  and  in  an  easy  manner  turn  it  to 
vhtt  topic  he  pleased,  without  the  help  of  others,  and,  as  it  may  be, 
•i^nst  their  inclination.  He  therefore  found  that  his  visits  of  this 
kind  must  be  in  a  great  degree  unprofitable. 

The  effect  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards'  preaching 
upon  his  hearers  is  well  described  by  a  correspond- 
ent of  the  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Call: 

The  mention  of  Jonathan  Edwards  calls  up,  oh,  so  many  interesting 
Bfluories!  My  dear  friend  Moses  Bern',  long  since  departed  this 
^t^  what  tremendous  effect  on  his  quiet,  uneventful  life  the  writings 
<i  Jonathan  Edwards  had!  Edwards*  "On  the  Freedom  of  the  Will '' 
aujf  my  j>oor  friend's  life  miserable.  Blessed  with  good  health,  with 
r*^  worldly  prospects,  and  with  a  good  home,  my  poor  friend  worried 
•'trihly  over  the  (juestion  as  to  whether  or  not  he  was  one  of  the  **eleet.*' 
ll**  %tm  a  ('al>inist  of  Calvinists  —  a  Particular  Baptist.  Miser\',  thoy 
**>.  loves  company,  and  it  was  perhaps  on  this  account  that  my  frientl 
r-^vfT  Mt  satisfied  until  he  had  persuaded  others  to  read  Edwartls* 

f>Ti  th*»  Freedom  of  the  Will."  .  .  . 

^♦•s.  it  was  the  logic  of  Edwards  that  poor  Moses  Beny*  sufTennl 
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from.  In  tpile  of  his  logic  tad  his  uutcK  theologj,  there  kkxom 
•omcthing  gnmd  ttboul  the  mao.  One  feels  inclined  to  learn  more 
ol  him.  .  .  .  BcrertiDg  agmin  to  m^  old  friend  Berry  and  hts  Particular 
Baptist  paattw,  there  is  just  one  item  to  add.  When  Mood;  and 
Sankcy  were  canTing  on  their  great  work  of  erangeliiation  in  Han- 
clierter,  tUs  particular  divine  found  it  incumbent  on  him  to  climb  the 
watch  tower  of  Zion  and  sound  an  alarm.  He  even  went  so  far  aa  to 
denounce  the  evangelists,  calling  them  "Arminian  dogs." 

Joseph  Hawley,  2d,  was  for  many  years  select- 
man and  town  clerk  of  Northampton.  He  was  a 
farmer,  trader,  and  owned  a  saw-mill.  He  married 
Rebekah  Stoddard,  daughter  of  Rev.  Solomon 
Stoddard,  and  thus  became  uncle  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Kdwards.  In  the  great  religious  revival  of  I7S5 
he  became  so  much  affected  by  Edwards*  preach- 
ing that  he  was  unable  to  convince  himself  that  he 
had  received  a  sufficient  call  to  salvation  and  he 
committed  suicide. 

Joseph  Hawley,  3d,  inherited  from  his  father  a 
strong  predisposition  to  melancholy.  He  was  one 
of  the  bitterest  opponents  of  his  cousin,  Jonathan 
Edwards,  and  it  is  thought  he  was  unable  to  forget 
the  cause  of  his  father's  suicide. 

The  quotation  which  follows  (21)  refers  to  an 
episode  in  Mr.  Edwanis'  life  which  would  require 
too  much  space  for  consideration  here,  but  which 
wilt  lie  treated  in  full  in  a  succeeding  volume  which 
will  be  entitled,  "Social  Life  during  the  Revolution 
and  the  Early  Days  of  the  Republic." 

In  17M  a  great  disturbance  took  place  in  hu  parish,  through  his 
inducrret  interference  in  the  affain  and  conduct  ol  the  Tounger  portka 
of  hi*  flock,  and  which  resulted  in  his  dismiadon  in  17M.  A  spirit  d 
hittemens,  wboll;  unaccotmtable,  infused  Itself  throogbout  his  cob- 
gregaticsi.    Pram  being  worshipped  as  few  ministera  have  ever  b«B* 
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cfcn  in  those  palmy  days  of  the  ministry,  he  was  treated  with  most 
cittiiif  oootumely,  and  sent  forth,  with  a  large  family  on  his  hands, 
m  pofCft^  and  disgrace.  Under  all  this  unmerited  odium,  when 
cshunny  did  its  worst  to  destroy  his  peace  and  blacken  his  fame,  he 
■aniffstfd  the  truly  Christian  spirit  and  struck  not  back  again. 

The  first  of  his  published  works  was  a  sermon 
preached  at  New  Haven,  September  10,  1741,  on 
**The  Distinguishing  Marks  of  a  Work  of  the  Spirit 
of  God." 

In  the  year  1742  he  published  a  book  in  five  parts, 
entitled  "Some  Thoughts  Concerning  the  Present 
Revival  of  Religion  in  New  England  and  the  Way  in 
which  it  Ought  to  be  Acknowledged  and  Promoted." 
In  the  year  1746  he  published  a  treatise  on  "The 
Religious  Affections." 

**The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  David  Brainerd,  with 
Reflections  and  Observations  thereon,"  was  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1749. 

Later  appeared  his  treatise  on  "Justification," 
and  his  two  last  books  on  *'The  Freedom  of  the 
Wiir-  and  "Original  Sin." 

He  thought  it  of  importance  that  ministers  should 
be  very  critical  in  examining  candidates  for  the 
ministrj'  with  respect  to  their  principles,  as  well 
as  their  religious  dispositions  and  morals,  and  on 
this  account  he  met  with  considerable  difficulty 
and  opposition  in  some  instances.  Ilis  opinion 
was  that  an  erroneous  or  unfaithful  minister  was 
likely  to  do  more  hurt  than  good  to  the  church  of 
f'hrist;  and  therefore  he  could  not  have  anv  hand 
in  introducing  a  man  into  the  ministry'  unless  he 
ap|K»ared  sound  in  the  faith,  and  manifested  to  a 
judpnent  of  charity  a  dis[>osition  to  be  faithful. 
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On  September  6,  1870,  a  meeting  of  the  Edwards 
family  was  held  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.  The  Hon. 
Jos.  W.  Edwards,  of  Marquette,  Michigan,  was 
chosen  president,  and  the  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Wood- 
bridge,  of  Auburndale,  Mass.,  vice-president.  Con- 
sidering the  great  number  of  descendants  of  Jona- 
than Edwanls,  the  attendance  was  not  large» 
but  it  couhl,  with  truth,  be  called  *' distin- 
guished." The  meeting  laste<l  two  days  and  the 
literar}'  programme  offered  was  of  great  excellence. 
At  the  oi>ening  of  the  meeting  a  letter  was  read 
from  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Whiting,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  She  was  ninety  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  meeting  and  was  the  only  living  representative 
of  the  grandchildren  of  Jonathan  Edwards.  Refer- 
enc*e  was  made  to  the  fact  that  the  last  resting-place 
of  Mr.  Edwards  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  was  marked 
only  by  a  plain  slab.  It  has  been  said:  ** Jonathan 
Edwanls  nwils  no  monument,**  but  before  the  dose 
of  the  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  sc^cit 
funds  for  one  at  Stockbridge. 

The  meeting  was  o|>ened  with  a  prayer,  by  Prof. 
Wni.  S.  'I  ylor,  l).l).,  of  Amherst  College,  who  mar- 
ricHl  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Whiting,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.  An  o<le  written  by  E.  W.  B.  Canning,  of 
Stockbridge,  was  then  sung  by  the  choir.  An 
address  of  wcl(x)me  on  the  |>art  of  the  people  of 
Stockbridge  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius 
Hooker.  \  commemorative  discourse  was  next 
given  by  Rev.  TluHKlore  Dwight  Woolsey,  D.D., 
LL.I).,  President  of  Yale  College.  A  hymn  written 
by  Mrs.  Sarah  Edwanls  IleiLshaw,  of  Ottawa, 
III.  (who   was   not  present),  was  sung.     The  Hon. 
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J.  2L  Goodrich,  diainnan  of  the  committee  of  enter- 
taimneiit,  then  inyited  the  company  to  partake  of 
reCreshmentSy  and  a  blessing  was  asked  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Prime,  of  New  York.    This  closed  the  mom- 


The  afternoon  session  was  opened  by  an  address 
on  '^The  Eaify  life  of  Jonathan  Edwards/'  by 
the  Bev.  L  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.,  of  Boston,  and  a 
native  of  East  Windsor.    ''Edwards  as  a  Thinker 
and  Preacher''  was  the  subject  chosen  by  Prof. 
Edwaids    A.    Park,    of   Andover    Seminaiy.    The 
Ber.  John  Todd,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  took  as  his 
subject  ''The  Ministry  of  Edwards  at  Northamp- 
ton/*   "Edwards  at  Southbridge"  was  the  title  of 
a  discourse  by  Rev.  Mark  Hopkins,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
President  of  Williams  College,  a  native  of  Stock- 
bridge,  and  a  descendant  of  Mr.   John  Sargeant, 
who  initiated  the  mission  to  the  Indians  at  Stock- 
bridge,  and  who  was  followed  in  the  work  by  the 
Rev.    Mr.    Edwards.     It    was    intended    that    the 
subject  "Edwards  at  Princeton"  should  be  taken 
by  Dr.  James  McCosh,  President  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey  (Princeton),  but  he  was  unable  to  at- 
tend on  account  of  the  opening  of  the  college,  and 
the  subject  was  allotted  to  S.  Irenseus  Prime,  D.D., 
editor  of  the  New  York  Observer. 

The  morning  session,  September  7,  was  opened 
by  a  hymn  by  Dr.  Dvvight,  followed  by  a  prayer 
hv  E.  W.  Hooker.  Next  in  order  was  an  address 
by  Rev.  Geo.  Woodbridge,  D.D.,  rector  of  the  Monu- 
mental  Church,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  a  descendant 
of  Jonathan  Edwards.  Remarks  were  then 
made  by  Wm.  W.  Edwards,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
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Joseph  Effingham  Woodbridge,  of  Brookl3m»  N.  Y., 
and  Prof.  Frank  D.  Clark,  of  the  Institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  New  York  City.  Then  fol- 
lowed a  poem  by  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Clarke,  of  New- 
bem,  N.  C.,  and  remarks  by  Hon.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  concerning  the  pictures  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Pier- 
pont.  The  next  feature  of  the  programme  was  a 
memorial  poem  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Edwards  Tyler 
Henshaw,  of  Ottawa,  III.,  entitled  "Our  Roll  of 
Honor,"  from  which  the  two  stanzas  which  follow 
are  quoted: 

XI 

In  making  up  our  roll  of  mark  and  fame. 
We  pause  at  one  illustrious,  clouded  name. 
Then  write  it  with  a  sigh.     Oh,  cease  to  slur. 
Harsh  critic,  our  proud,  brilliant,  Aaron  Bi'Bb! 
In  Calvinism  stem  a  keen  adept  — 
Theolog)-  which  he  could  ne'er  accept,  — 
Like  Noah*s  dove  which  from  the  ark  arose. 
He  found  no  other  shelter  or  repose. 
By  light  of  lurid  fires  yet  scarcely  dim. 
How  looks  the  Justice  meted  out  to  him  ? 
What  was  the  treason  of  a  dreamer's  brain 
To  that  which  hath  its  tens  of  thousands  slain  ? 
With  that  which  would  acquire  a  foreign  land 
To  that  again*tt  its  own  which  raised  its  hand  ? 
And  wherefore  oVr  Burr's  memory  ccaselesa  rare, 
Vihiie  Davis  goes  unchallenged  to  his  grave? 

XII 

For  Burr,  then,  and  his  Theodosia,  rise 
From  us,  at  least,  regrets  and  sorrowing  stgbi. 
The  child  of  Error,  but  of  Genius  too, 
We,  we,  at  least,  hold  not  his  faults  to  view: 
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W*  oolf  know  \m  wh  a  dOd  tt  pi^w: 
W*  v^  ltd  of  Bone  ahould  in  di^Mir; 
V«  oolr  tUok  hov.  tfarao^  long,  ■niioaa  jcan, 
Ov  pioai  BthmdMi  with  bopM  and  Umn 
Bar  Ua  Mbalian  wfHUedi  pn^ed.  and  wept, 
CtBMrii «(  pnjw  and  fnquent  vigib  kept 
Now  b|r  a  wiwilh  1900  In  knrlj  aod, 
Aid  Ime  Oa  de^Mr  with  hii  fathw**  God. 

Tlw  poem  contained  an  inTocation  to  the  por^ 
bait  of  Sarah  I^erpont  Edwards,  which,  with  the 
portrait  erf  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Jonathan,  was 
hnng  upon  the  walls  of  tiie  church  where  the  meet- 
ing was  hdd.    One  stanza  is  subjoined: 

TO  T^   POBTRAIT  OF  SAHAH   PIERPONT 

O  luftnnii  ^et  ao  dark  and  deq>. 

Riled  with  a  ahimmering  haael 
O  (jei  that  holy  vigils  keep! 
Tcan  into  mine  unbiddoi  le^ 

A*  I  Rturn  your  gate. 
Why  look  on  us  with  miki  suiprise. 
Anootrew  of  the  beautiful  eyea  ? 

It  would  seem  as  though  "beautiful  ^es"  were 
inherent  both  in  the  Edwards  and  Burr  families, 
for  according  to  the  biographers  and  historians, 
the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  who  married  Esther  Edwards, 
and  who  was  the  father  of  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  had 
similar  eyes.  The  closing  lines  of  the  poem  were 
a:>  follows: 

Hie  Edwafda  liue  —  may  it  forever  laal! 
The  Edwards  prcaent  —  may  it  match  the  post! 
The  Edwards  future  —  may  it  proudly  chum 
A  record  worthy  our  ancestral  fame! 
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A  letter  from  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Sprague,  of  Flush- 
ing, N.  Y.,  was  then  read.  The  committee  on  the 
erection  of  a  monument  to  Jonathan  Edwards 
consisted  of  lion.  Jonathan  Edwards,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Henry  Edwards,  of  Boston,  Mass.;  Hon. 
Jos.  W.  Edwards,  of  Marquette,  Mich.;  Eli  ^Vhil- 
ney,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.;  Prof.  Theodore  W. 
Dwight,  LL.D.,  of  New  York,  N.  ¥.;  W.  Dwighl 
Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn,;  and  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Woodbridge,  of  Auburndale,  Mass. 

Resolutions  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  family 
to  the  citizens  of  Stockbridge  for  the  entertainment 
afforded  and  courtesies  extended  were  read  by  Hon. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  of  New  Haven,  and  adopted. 
Among  the  members  of  the  family  pr^^nt  was  Mr. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  of  Forest  City,  Nebraska.  He 
had  not  l>een  East  since  he  had  attended  the  funeral 
of  his  grandfather,  Timothy  Edwards,  in  181S  — 
fifty-nine  years  previous.  Addresses  then  followed 
by  Rev.  II.  M.  Field,  D.D.,  of  Stockbridge,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Eggleston,  formerly  a  pastor  in  that  town, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  (iale,  of  Ix^e.  A  iK)em  by  Geo. 
T.  Dole,  of  Stockbridge,  which  contained  the  fol- 
lowing allusion  to  Colonel  Aaron  Burr,  w*as  then  read: 

But  |>rnu!venturr  (pardon  um)  of  puff 
Your  <*ar!t.  your  hc^rtji,  alrraily  have  mough. 
Rmieiiibrr,  thrn.  your  ffiory  bright  to  blur. 
In  vour  rniblazoned  'iicutrhron  stirka  €me  Burr, 
In  earthly  watrrn.  purnit  and  nio»t  rlc«r, 
Sinie  turbid  h^miU  will  now  and  thrn  appear; 
.\nd  rirry  litrram  fnmi  mmin/atfi-hright  that  flows 
SinLii  far  briow  the  le\el  whence  it  roae. 

.\n  addnvss  by  David  Dudley  Field,  LL.D.,  and  a 
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benedicticm  bjr  Pnrf.  Edwards  A.  Park  brought 
the  meeting  to  a  doee. 

Tlie  pfeoeding  account  of  the  meeting  at  Stock- 
Imdge,  Mass.*  is  condensed  from  '"The  Edwards 
Memorial"  (10). 

On  Monday,  October  5»  190S,  services  in  com- 
memoration oi  the  sooth  anniversaiy  of  the  birth 
ci  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  were  held  at  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  South  Windsor,  Conn. 
The  exercises  included  an  address  of  welcome  by 
the  Rev.  C.  A.  Jaquith,  the  pastor.  Yale  Univer- 
mty  was  represented  by  Prof.  Lewis  O.  Brastow, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  T.  Rose,  of  Northampton. 
Prof.  Theodore  S.  Woolsey,  IX.D.,  of  the  Yale 
faculty,  delivered  an  address  on  "The  Descendants 
of  Jonathan  Edwards."  An  address  was  also  de- 
livered by  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  A.  Dunning,  of  Boston, 
editor  of  the  Congregationalist.  A  visit  was  made 
to  the  birthplace  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards 
and  to  that  of  his  father,  the  Rev.  Timothy  Ed- 
wards. 

The  evening  before,  addresses  were  made  by  Prof. 
H.  M.  Gardiner,  of  Smith  College,  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Coleman  Adams,  of  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer, 
Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Twichell,  and  Rev.  Dr.  George 
M.  Stone,  pastor  of  the  Asylum  Avenue  Baptist 
Giurch,  and  a  historical  address  by  Judge  John  A. 
Stoughton,  all  of  Hartford.  Dr.  Stone,  in  his  ad- 
dress, made  some  quotations  from  Whittier*s  poem 
on  Edwards,  one  stanza  of  which  is  given  below: 

**  In  the  church  of  the  wilderness  Edwards  wrought. 
Shaping  his  creed  at  the  forge  of  thought; 
And  with  Thor's  own  hammer  welded  and  bent 
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The  iron  links  of  his  argument. 

Which  strove  to  grasp  in  its  mightj  8|>an 

The  purpose  of  God  and  the  fate  of  man! 

Yet  faithful  still,  in  his  daily  round. 

To  the  weak,  and  the  poor,  and  sin-sick  found. 

The  schoolman's  lore  and  the  casuist's  art. 

Drew  warmth  and  light  from  his  fer>'ent  heart** 

Tlie  allusions  to  the  visits  to  the  weak  and  the 
poor  may  be  attributed  to  what  is  called  the  poet's 
license.  As  has  been  previously  stated,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Edwards  did  not  follow  the  practice  of  visiting 
his  parishioners  except  on  what  he  considered  veiy 
important  occasions. 

The  ** Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast  Table*'  w^rote 
about  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  conversational  way  (ii): 

Of  all  the  s(*h(>lars  and  phiKwtophers  that  Americ*a  had  produced 
before  the  beginning  of  the  present  centur}',  two  only  had  established 
a  considerable  and  permanent  reputation  in  the  worid  of  European 
thouglit  —  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Jonathan  Edwards.  No  two  indi- 
viduals could  well  <liffer  more  in  temperament,  character,  beliefs,  and 
mode  of  lift*  than  did  these  two  men,  representing  respectively  intellect, 
pnu*tical  and  al>?»tract. 

Edwards  wouhl  have  called  Franklin  an  infidel  and  turned  him 
over  to  the  uncovenanted  mercies,  if.  indeed,  such  were  admitted  in 
hL^  profn^mme  of  divine  aflministration.  Franklin  would  have  called 
Edwanis  a  fanatic,  and  tried  the  effect  of  Poor  RichanKs  common 
sense  on  the  major  preniiM^  of  hi.s  remorseless  syllogisms. 

We  are  proud  of  the  great  B<i$ton-bom  philoso|>her,  m*ho  snatched 
the  thunder-bolt  fn>m  Heaven  mjth  one  hand,  and  the  scepter  fratn 
t\Tanny  mith  the  other.  So,  als<».  are  we  proud  of  the  great  New 
England  Divine,  of  whom  it  might  be  said  quite  as  truly:  "Eripittf 
coelo  fulmm.'*     (He  snatched  the  lightning  frtmi  the  Heavens.) 

'Vhc  feeling  which  naturally  arises  when  contemplating  the  char- 
acter of  Jonathan  Edwards  is  that  of  deep  reverence  for  a  man  who 
seems  to  have  hem  anointed  from  his  iMrth.  who  lived  a  life  pure, 
laborious.  selfHlen\ing,  occupied  with  the  highest  themes  and  boaj  in 


HEB  GREAT-GRANDFATHER         57 

IfcB  %krt  kiod  of  Unr  — lod  ■  )if«  ■■  in  ■nollMr  dnrdi  nd^ 
hwi  |iw  Urn  >  phce  »  Ifac  ^<«<»  Smderimm.  (Begbtar  of  dw 
■■k.)  W«  fliD  fat  part  meeeaat  for  wfait  Im  wb>  iAbo  wc  nmcmber 
lb  Html  iaharitod  imtimto,  1m  tnuniiig,  U>  f  nth,  ud  tlw  cooiStiaaa 
If  wfcjck  be  WM  MnmiiMlBd.  S>  uicartan  had  fed  on  mrdou  ao 
MBg  Ihit  M  mwA  Mm  mb  bam  with  Mnptunu  loli  fying  htcnt  hi 
!■  ihycMic  tWnhiiig  bwrow,  fike  tha  nndndopsd  picture  m  the 

He  WM  bom  IB  the  fwniljr  et  •  Coniwchciit  roiwhtw,  in  a  torn 
■hoe  mnak  of  nfi|pon  weie  of  nanaifceble  freqiienee.  Sa  mottieri 
it  maj  h«  wipectad,  found  bun  m  fannu,  for  die  wu  celled  the  bii^iter 
of  Ihc  eld  ooqile;  and  the  fact  that  ebe  did  not  join  be  Chuicfa  nntn 
JaeAaa  waa  twdva  yean  old  im|£ee  that  Ae  vae  a  wooian  who 
■aa  not  to  be  hnnied  and  to  become  a  pnAeeor  of  rdigioii  nnplj 
becBMe  ihe  wm  the  wife  ef  the  Rev.  Timothj'  Edwanb. 

St  e|Miiica  ti  the  devil  it  hardfy  more  iwipectful  than  that  whkh 
hreateftaim  at  man.  "V  the  derfl  be  exceedin^y  cnftjr  and  Bubtle," 
W  t^t,  "yet  be  is  one  of  the  greatest  fools  and  blockheads  in  the 
vcfid,  as  the  surplus  ot  wicked  men  are."  But  for  all  he  was  such  a 
loathe  has  plaTcd  a  veiy  important  part,  Edwards  thinks,  on  the  great 
page  ti  the  woiU's  htstoi^. 

From  a  sennon  preached  at  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer.  Hartfotd.  Conn..  October  4,  1903.  the 
foUowing  is  taken  (23): 

Two  hundred  jvars  ago  to-morrow  Jraathan  Edwards  was  bom  at 
East  Windsor.  To  the  average  American  he  is  chiefly  known  to-daj 
■s  ■  Ibeologiao  who  presented  the  harsher  side  of  Calvinism,  with 
BMR  power,  and  rigor,  and  relentlessneas  than  any  American  preacher 
W«c  or  since.  And  few  good  men  have  left  a  more  unpleasant 
■^Miy  than  he  to  his  oountrymen.  But  it  would  seem  as  if  we  were 
nfinently  removrd  from  the  spell  of  his  theology  to  tn-  to  gain  a 
■S^Mwionate  view  of  the  man.  espedally  those  of  us  who  are  the  most 
nmpletelv  emandpaled  from  the  fetters  of  his  theology  and  spell  ot 

The  first  things  that  one  leams  about  him,  as  he  b^ns  to  inquire 
"noitiiiing  this  great  name,  is  that  he  wss  a  preacher  who  pictured 
tlw  lormenls  to  which  he  believed  the  major  part  of  his  fellowmra 
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were  doomed,  with  awful  power  and  particularity;  that  he  called  t 
children,  when  unconverted,  "little  vipers,  and  worse  than  vipers 
he  insisted  that  the  saints  in  glory  would  rejoice  in  the  suffering 
their  children,  parents,  brothers,  driven  into  eternal  pains,  in  whi 
they  would  ** roast*'  forever;  that  the  natural  man  is  the  enemy 
God,  whom  he  would  kill  if  he  could,  and  tear  from  his  throne.  T 
sum  of  what  the  average  men  hear  about  Edwards  has  filled  th< 
with  aversion  for  him  and  his  theology. 

So  it  is  with  some  surprise  that  it  is  found  that  the  experts  in  bic 
raphy  and  history  credit  him  with  rare  distinction.  .  .  .The  backbo 
of  Edwards*  theology  is  the  sovereignty  of  God;  and  that  b  the  conw 
stone  of  Universalism.  **The  doctrine  of  God*8  sovereignty,**  ! 
wrote,  **has  often  appeared  an  exceeding  pleasant,  bright,  and  swc 
doctrine  to  me;  and  absolute  sovereignty  is  what  I  love  to  ascribe 
God.**  That  is  the  very  bedrock  on  which  the  Universalist  buil 
his  faith  in  the  salvation  of  all  souls.  He  believes,  as  Edwards  lor 
to,  in  the  absolute  rule  of  God  in  his  own  creation.  But  Edwards  m* 
the  mbtake  of  enthroning  a  bad  God  in  Heaven.  If  Jooalhi 
Edwards*  God  had  been  a  good  God,  Edwards  would  have  been 
L-niversalist.  He  could  not  have  escaped  it.  But  his  deity  was  i 
exceedingly  bad  one  and  was  represented  as  doing  things  for  which  1 
would  have  damned  human  beings.  It  was  of  Edwards'  God  th 
Henry  Ward  Beecher  said  in  Plymouth  pulpit  that  he  was  **a  monsl 
more  hideous  than  Satan." 

Edwards*  ** Treatise  on  the  Religious  Affections"  b  one  of  the  mc 
discouraging  works  ever  written  for  the  perusal  of  the  devout. 
61b  the  unhappy  Chrbtian's  mind  m-ith  so  many  misgiringi  aa 
whether  he  really  b  saved  by  the  ofieration  of  the  spirit,  that,  as  C 
Holmes  says:  **\Iany  a  pious  Chrbtian  after  reading  it  must  ha^ 
set  himself  down  as  a  castaway.** 

I  realize  the  malign  power  of  this  well-meant  but  mistaken  wor 
from  the  fact  that  all  my  life  I  have  had  to  overcome  people's  doufa 
as  to  whether  they  were  "good  enough  to  join  the  chuirh."  Sin 
reading  thb  book,  I  know  that  I  and  every  modem  minister  in  Amerii 
have  had  to  fight  Jonathan  Edwards,  and  try  to  unclasp  hb  dct 
hand  from  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  whom  we  have  tried  to  brii 
to  an  avowal  of  discipleship  in  (lirbt,  but  who  have  denied  us  wit 
misgivings  and  scruples  bom  of  thb  leaching  of  the  Northampic 
divine.  .  .  . 
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He  pushed  Calvinism  to  the  limit,  and  America  revolted.  He  put 
the  religious  mind  of  the  land  to  too  much  of  a  strain  and  it  broke  under 
the  tension.  This  system  is  a  ruin  to-day,  but  out  of  the  debris  men 
may  quarry  great  blocks  of  truth,  from  which  to  build  a  finer,  fairer 
temple  to  the  sovereign,  God  of  Love,  whom  he  worshipped,  but  whose 
fulness  and  beneficence  he  could  not  see. 


A   prominent  Boston   newspaper  said  editorially 
in  1903  (24): 

Religious  thought  has  changed  greatly  since  Jonathan  Edwards 
prrached  the  gospel  of  salvation,  and  in  these  days  New  England's 
distinguished  divine  would  probably  have  few  followers;  nevertheless 
the  itevere  Calvinistic  teaching  of  Edwards  had  its  part  in  the  liberaliz- 
ing of  popular  religious  belief.  If  not  the  man  for  the  present  day, 
he  was  indubitably  the  man  for  his  own  time.  His  was  the  voice  of 
his  contemporaries.  His  theology  was  an  embodiment  of  the  insistent 
and  persistent  belief  of  the  Pilgrim  and  Puritan.  Neither  the  church 
n«»r  the  people  of  New  England  could  have  been  what  they  are  to-day 
but  for  men  who  looked  upon  religion  as  a  pc*nance,  and  upon  (vod  as 
s  ruler  to  be  placated  instead  of  a  Father  to  love  and  to  trust.  If  the 
r%r\\  ministers  had  not  lifted  the  people  as  high  as  their  own  thought- 
ir%r\,  the  people  could  not  easily  have  been  raised  to  a  higher  plane 
bv  preachers  of  later  date. 

I)r.  George  A.  Gordon,  of  the  Old  South  Church,  in  his  address 
on  the  "Significance  of  Edwards  To-day,"  at  the  memorial  celebration 
St  .Northampton  in  1900,  said  that  Edwards  '*as  a  whole  is  incredible, 
uupoBksilile.  He  is  nearly  as  much  in  the  wrong  as  in  the  right.  He 
^Turit^*  his  vast  treasure  in  the  earthen  vessel  of  rmlical  inconsistencv 

w 

athI  fundamental  error,  his  anthropolog>'  bt^ng  deftx'tive  and  incon- 
'i^tml  with  his  exaltation  of  the  (iod  of  absolute  love.  If,"  he  acids, 
"ihr  plan  of  salvation  includes  only  a  part  of  mankind,  the  (ukI  of 
abwJute  love  must  be  surrendered;  if  the  God  of  absolute  love  is  at  the 
h<i<l  of  the  universe,  the  plan  of  salvation  inclusive  only  of  a  part  of  the 
ra^f  niu>t  be  abandoneil."  .  .  . 

A  t«*>t  of  a  man's  size  is  the  .sort  of  men  he  is  compared  with  when 
n,*-n  ft»rne  to  make  their  appraisals  of  him.  Reference  has  already 
f*-^n  made  to  Rabbi  Duncan's  classing  him  with  Aristotle;  as  a  lover 
"f  his  wife  to  1h\  and  a  poetic  commentator  on  feminine  virtue  and 
K»wiini->s.  he  has  repeatedly  been  compared  with  Dante;  tlie  flight 
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and  scope  of  his  imagination  dealing  with  things  of  the  spirit  worid 
have  naturally  suggestted  Milton;  his  experience  of  exile  from  North- 
ampton for  conscience's  sake  recalls  Savonarola's  fate  in  Florenoe.  .  .  . 
When  it  comes  to  present-day  American  estimates  of  Edwards,  it 
is  evident  that  we  are  still  loyal  to  his  name.  First  there  u  the  poll 
taken  for  the  Hall  of  Fame  in  1900,  when  Edwards  led  the  list  of  Ameri- 
can theologians,  receiving  eighty-two  of  the  ninety-seven  electon* 
votes,  llenr}'  Wanl  Ik*echer  coming  next,  with  sixty-four,  and  William 
Kllery  Channing  with  fifty-eight  votes. 

At  the  present  day,  the  theology  preached  by 
Jonathan  Edwards  does  not  commend  itself  to  what 
may  be  considered  advanced  thinkers.  The  New 
York  Outlook  says: 

Superlatives  are  always  dangerous,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  New 
England  ha.H  pntduced  no  greater  preacher  and  no  greater  theologian 
than  he.  But  he  wa.H  less  an  originator  than  an  interprrter  ami 
defender.  He  b(>rn)wed  the  eHsential  features  of  his  theology  from 
(^alvin.as  (*alvin  had  borrowed  them  fnmi  Augustine,  and  Augustim* 
had  b(>rrowe<l  them  from  the  Roman  lam*.  .  .  .  Ilin  system  of  theolof^ 
ha.H  now  only  a  hi.ntoric^al  existence.  No  minister  prrarhes  it:  no 
churrh  b<'lirv(*s  it;  no  theologic*al  M*minary  teaches  it,  except  with 
m(Mlifi(*ation.H  mhich  EdwanLn  would  have  rejected  with  indignant 
dtMlain. 

In  the  same  vein  are  (-ertain  comments  made  bv 
a  Method i.st  Episcopal  pafHT,  Zion*s  Herald,  pul>- 
lished  in  Boston. 

lit*  M-t  out  to  n'-assert  mith  utmowt  vigor  the  doctrine  of  divine 
sovrmgiity,  at  a  fM'riod  when  thi^  ntnviction  was  becoming  a  suboftli- 
nate  one  in  the  n*ligic»u.<<  mind;  he  attt*mptc<l  to  lay  a  d«*eper  emphasis 
ufKHi  the  alMolute,  arl>itrar}',  unconditi<ined  will  of  (fod,  and  utterly 
tf»  d«*molUh  and  annihilate  Anniniani^im.  mhich  he  deemed  a  m«i»t 
IMwtilrntial  e\-il  m'hc»lly  abhorrent  to  all  lovers  <if  the  doctrines  of  grarr, 
and  likrlv  to  niin  the  churches.  Ilisi  intention  was  ailmirable.  and 
suci^eM  for  the  time  sermnl  all  that  could  be  desire<l.  But  the  ages 
were  again«it  him.  and  in  the  long  run  he  proreil  powerless  to  stem  the 
tide  cjf  Anuinian  aggression.     That  which  he  accounted  fatal  error  has. 
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ei 


J  oaalcntion,  reccivol  the  atMinp  nf  oimcMt  univenfti 
1  bren  co&danfHy  shown  to  b*-  the  truth  of  God.  His 
B  Ibe  WQI  —  hi>  mutt  d»burBtt^  aud  must  uuiiml)ati.-ly  uiflu- 
:,  Uul  by  wliirh  hr  brcanir  mninly  known  —  hrltl  in  il.4 
ilav.  umI  lung  aflerwafii  u  abtiolulcly  unanswerable,  has  few  now  lu 
liu  it  rrT«Tmcr,  and  vcrjr  few  who  with  Id  be  KgunJeU  lu  ^viii^  i<  full 


Another  clerg^'iiiHti  of  the  present  day  writes  a~s 
follown  (35): 

HeD.  ■•  kdl  lued  to  be  underatood.  is  no  loiif{«r  pn-aehed  by  the 
(■indMn  or  bcHcved  in  by  the  jMviplc.  The  hi-U  with  which  Jonnthan 
Cdwanl*  used  to  makr  thouHaniis  tremble  M  often  at  hr  went  into  his 
p«^l,  would,  if  preached  to-day.  eicn  by  h  Jouathau  Edwards  _ 
oirelj  prvvail  In  prndiirr  a  ripplr  of  esritriiiml.  .  .  .  'fhr  hrllof  ] 
tfasiJi^  OBVcr  T"t-^*-f  EkD^  in  tlte  tlwulugiuia'  miiula,  bui  the  I 
<tf  Nature  ia  an  eternal  reali^,  whidi  do  amount  of  diabdief  u  able 
la  aflect,  and  from  which  no  one  of  ua  can  pCMiUy  get  mwvf. 

We  DO  loDger  believe  that  we  "go  to  beU";  but  it  is  as  certain  aa 
aajtUng  in  Eudid  that,  aa  o^ten  as  is  necessary,  hdl  comes  to  ua. 

Hcfl  or  Heaven  is  the  harvcat  of  a  man's  sowing,  the  inevitaUe  fruit 
of  his  planting.  .  .  .  To  venerate  the  kind  and  the  true  ia  to  find  your- 
mV  in  a  worid  beautiful  as  the  things  for  which  you  Hve;  while  to  dedi- 
att  youraelf  to  tbe  adfidi  and  the  brutal,  the  dishonorable  and  Ibe 
Mian,  is  to  i«ar  about  yooraeit  the  walls  ol  shame  and  the  habjtatioo 


Id   the  year  1900,  Theodosia  Garrison  wrote   in 
(New  York)  Life: 

He  trembled  in  the  morning. 

At  noon  be  was  afraid. 
And  heavy  on  his  heart  at  night 

The  hand  cf  fear  was  laid. 


A  presence  walked  beside  him 
Of  horror  and  of  fright  — 

A  shadow  in  tbe  sunshine, 
A  menace  in  the  night. 
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And  this  that  dogged  his  childhood. 

This  thing  ol  scourge  and  rod. 
They  gave  him  as  a  priceless  gift. 

And  bade  him  call  it  God. 

They  made  for  him  a  fear  that  killed 

The  child- joy  in  his  breast; 
They  made  for  him  a  shape  ol  dread 

And  bade  him  love  it  best. 

Oh  Mild.  Oh  Just,  Oh  Merciful! 

\Miat  then  shall  be  their  shame. 
These  souls  who  teach  a  little  child 

To  shudder  at  Thy  name! 

Poets  are  said  to  most  acutely  sense  the  higher 
feelings  of  mankind. 

\Miy  has  so  much  space  been  given  to  Jonathan 
Edwards  and  his  religious  precepts?  Because  the 
reader  must  understand  the  religious  situation  in 
the  Colonies,  when  Aaron  Burr  was  a  young  man, 
in  order  to  fully  comprehend  his  reasons  for  object- 
ing then  to  a  theology  which,  as  we  have  seen,  is 
naw  generally  rejected  by  professing  and  accepted 
Christians.  In  religion,  as  in  many  other  lines  of 
thought,  Aaron  Burr  was  in  advance  of  the  period 
in  which  he  lived. 


CHAPTER  IV 

MBS.  aARAH  PIERPONT  EDWARDS 

SARAH  PIERPONT,  who  became  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  was  the  daughter 
off  James  Pierpont,  the  minister  at  New  Haven. 
Her  grandfather  was  John  Pierpont,  who  settled 
in  Roxbuiy,  Mass.  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  John 
Pierpont  of  Nottingham,  in  England.  Her  father 
wis  one  of  the  founders  of  Yale  College,  trustee, 
tnd  professor  of  moral  philosophy.  She  was  also 
descended  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  known 
as  "the  father  of  Connecticut  churches." 

Mr.  Edwards  was  desirous  of  being  married  at 
once,  but  she  replied  with  a  refusal  to  marry  until 
ihe  was  seventeen,  and  when  he  insisted  by  declar- 
ing that  patience  was  not  a  virtue,  she  still  adhered 
to  her  refusal,  and  they  were  not  married  until  July 
«6,  1727. 

She  certainly  would  have  received  commendation 
from  President  Roosevelt,  and  perhaps  have  been 
awarded  a  medal,  for  in  less  than  twenty-two  years 
she  became  the  mother  of  eleven  children. 

Prof.  Louis  Albert  Banks  (11)  gives  an  interest- 
iny  account  of  their  courtship  and  family  life: 

Soon  after  coming  to  Northampton,  Edwards  decided  to  seek  him 
t  vife.  While  in  New  Haven,  in  attendance  on  Yale  College,  he  had 
fint  bfard  ol  Sarah  Pierpont,  who  b  described  as  a  young  woman 
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of  marvelous  beauty.  \Mien  young  Eldwaitlii  was  only  twenty  ymra 
old,  and  this  girl  thirteen,  he  wrote  a  paragraph  conc<*ming  her,  which 
the  famous  Dr.  Chalmers  is  said  to  have  greatly  admired  becausr  <if 
its  eloquence. 

**They  say  there  is  a  certain  young  lady  in  New  Haven  who  is 
beloved  of  that  great  Being  who  made  and  rules  the  world*  and  that 
there  are  certain  seasons  in  which  this  great  Being,  in  WNne  way  or 
other  invisible,  comes  to  her  and  fills  her  mind  with  exceeding  sweet 
delight,  and  that  she  hardly  cares  for  anything  except  to  meditate  cmi 
Him;  that  she  ex|>ects  after  a  while  to  be  received  up  where  He  is,  to 
be  rai.sed  up  out  of  the  world,  and  caught  up  into  Heaven:  being  as- 
sured that  He  loves  her  too  well  to  let  her  remain  at  a  distance  from 
Him  alwavM.  There  she  is  to  dwell  with  Him  and  to  be  ravished  with 
His  love  and  delight  forever.  I'hen'fore  if  you  present  all  the  w«irld 
l)efore  her,  with  the  richest  of  its  treasures,  she  disregaida  and  cares 
naught  for  it,  and  is  unmindful  of  any  pain  or  affliction.  She  has  a 
Htrange  swt-etness  in  her  mind,  and  singular  purity  in  her  affertiuns; 
is  most  just  and  conscientious  in  all  her  conduct;  and  you  could  not 
persuade  her  to  do  anything  wntng  or  sinful,  if  you  would  give  her  all 
the  world,  lest  she  should  offend  this  great  Being.  She  is  ol  a  wonderful 
calmness,  and  universal  b(*nevolence  of  mind;  especially  after  this 
gn-at  (lod  has  manifested  IIinis<*lf  to  her  mind,  i^e  will  sometimes 
g<i  about  fnini  plactr  to  place  singing  sweetly;  and  seems  to  be  alwa^'s 
full  of  joy  and  pK*asure,  and  no  one  knows  for  what.  She  loves  to  he 
iilone,  walking  in  the  fields  and  gn>ves,  and  seems  to  have  some  one 
invisible  alwavs  convening  with  her."  .  .  . 

Sarah  PirqKmt  Kd wards  seems  to  have  hem  worthy  ol  the  elo> 
f|U4'nt  d«*H<'riptic»n  of  her  lover.  The  famoas  (Be«>rge  \Vhite6eld. 
visiting  thfui  many  years  afternanls,  and  s|M-fiding  M*veral  days  at 
Northampton,  left  his  impression  of  his  vi<iit  in  his  diary  in  the  following 
{paragraph : 

**(>n  the  SablMith  felt  wonderful  satijiactinn  at  Ixing  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  I'l4lwarilH.  Hr  is  a  Min  himself  and  hath  al^)  a  (laughter  d 
Abraham  for  lii<*  wife.  A  sw<t*tc*r  couple  I  have  not  seen.  Hi«*tr 
c'hildn*n  wert*  dn-s.*ic«l.  not  in  ^ilks  an«l  satins,  but  plain,  as  benimcA 
the  rhildrrn  of  th«>M'  who  in  nil  things  ought  to  lie  examples  of  (Chris- 
tian Hiiiiplif  tty.  She  is  a  w<»tiian  adometl  with  a  nH*rk  and  qui  *t 
.•spirit,  and  talked  so  feelingly  and  so  sohdly  on  the  things  of  (iimI.  and 
si*ruied  to  be*  such  an  helpmate  to  her  husband,  that  she  caii.M-d  me  to 
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those  prayers  which  for  some  months  I  have  put  up  to  God, 
that  he  would  send  me  a  daughter  of  Abraham  to  be  my  wife.  I  find 
upon  many  accounts  it  is  my  duty  to  marry.  Lord,  I  desire  to  have 
no  choice  of  my  own.     Thou  knowest  my  circumstances." 

Mrs.  Edwards'  character  has  been  fully  and  care- 
fully considered  in  many  volumes,  and  in  magazine 
and  newspaper  articles.  It  is  possible  here  to  men- 
tion only  a  few  of  the  things  in  which  she  is  said  to 
have  excelled,  and  to  have  set  an  example  worthy 
of  the  imitation  of  all.  She  is  said  to  have  become 
remarkably  religious  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
During  her  life  she  was  eminent  for  her  piety. 
Religious  conversation  was  her  delight,  and  she 
promoted  it  whenever  possible.  The  friends  of  true 
reli<]:ion,  and  those  who  were  ready  to  engage  in 
religious  conversation,  were  her  peculiar  friends  and 
intimates.  She  took  delight  in  the  religious  duties 
of  the  closet  and  highly  prized  social  worship.  It 
was  her  custom  to  attend  private  meetings  of  reli- 
gious worship  that  were  kept  up  at  Northampton 
while  Mr.  Edwards  lived  there.  She  paid  proper 
deference  to  her  husband,  and  treated  him  with 
decency  and  respect  at  all  times.  As  he  was  of  a 
weakly  and  infirm  constitution,  and  was  peculiar 
an<l  exact  in  his  diet,  she  spared  no  pains  to  con- 
form to  his  inclinations,  and  made  things  agreeable 
aiiii  comfortable  for  him. 

No  jKTson  of  discernment  could  l)e  conversant 
with  the  family  without  observing  the  great  har- 
mony and  mutual  love  that  sul)sisted  between  them. 
She  l)ore  her  own  troubles  with  patient  cheerfulness 
anil  good  humor. 

She  was  a  good  economist,  managing  her  house- 
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hold  affairs  with  discretion.  She  was  very  careful 
that  nothing  should  be  wasted  or  lost.  She  took 
almost  the  whole  care  of  the  temporal  affairs  of 
the  family  within  doors  and  without,  and  in  this 
she  was  peculiarly  suited  to  Mr.  Edwards*  disposi- 
tion, who  chose  to  have  no  care  of  worldly  business. 
She  had  an  excellent  way  of  governing  her  children. 
She  knew  how  to  make  them  respect  and  obey  her 
cheerfully.  She  seldom  struck  her  children  a  blow, 
and  if  any  correction  was  needful,  it  was  not  given 
in  a  passion.  When  she  had  occasion  to  reprove 
or  rebuke,  she  would  do  it  in  a  few  words  and  in 
a  calm  and  gentle  manner.  In  her  directions  or 
reproofs,  she  addressed  herself  to  the  reason  of  her 
children.  Quarrelling  and  contention,  such  as  fre- 
(|uently  takes  plac^e  among  children,  was  not  known 
among  them.  She  was  sensible  in  many  respects 
that  the  chief  care  of  forming  children  by  govern- 
ment and  instruction  naturallv  lies  on  mothers,  as 
they  are  generally  with  their  children  in  their  most 
pliable  age,  when  they  c*ommonly  receive  impres- 
sions, and  their  characters  are  formed  for  life.  As 
the  law  of  kindness  was  in  her  tongue,  so  her  hands 

were   not   withheld   from   benefic^ence   and   charilv. 

• 

She  was  always  a  friend  and  patroness  of  the  poor 
and  helpless,  and  did  much  in  acts  of  charity  as  well 
as  in  commending  it  to  others  on  all  occasions. 
She  was  remarkable  for  her  kindness  to  her  friends, 
and  visitors  who  came  to  see  Mr.  EUJwards.  She 
would  spare  no  pains  to  make  them  welcome  and 
provide  for  their  comfort  and  convenience.  She 
made  it  a  rule  to  speak  well  of  all,  so  far  as  she 
could  with  truth  and  justice  to  herself  and  others. 
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She  was  not  wont  to  dwell  with  delight  on  the  im- 
perfectKHis  or  failings  of  any;  and  when  she  heard 
posons  speaking  ill  of  others,  she  would  say  what 
ilie  thought  she  oould  with  truth  and  justice  in  their 


Lucf  was  the  fifth  child  and  fifth  daughter  of 
BIr.  Edwards.  She  attended  her  father  in  his  last 
fldmess.  When  he  became  sensible  that  he  could 
■ot  survi¥e>  he  called  her  to  him  and  addressed  her 
in  a  few  words,  which  were  taken  down  in  writing 
ss  neariy  as  could  be  recollected  (17) : 


It  MCBM  to  be  die  will  of  God  thmt  I  must  shortly  leave  70a:  there* 
kn  gpre  mj  Idsdeit  love  to  my  dear  wife,  and  tell  her,  that  the  iin- 
cobukni  anion  whidi  has  so  long  subsisted  between  us,  has  been  of 
iodi  a  nature,  as  I  trust  is  spiritual,  and  therefore  will  continue  for 
evfr:  and  I  hope  she  shall  be  supported  under  so  great  a  trial,  and 
nbmit  dieeifuUy  to  the  will  of  God.  And  as  to  my  children,  you  are 
mm  Bke  to  be  kft  fatherless,  which  I  hope  will  be  an  inducement  to 
vnin  to  seek  a  Father  who  will  never  fail  you.  And  as  to  my  funeral, 
I  would  have  it  to  be  like  Mr.  Burr's;  and  any  additional  sum  of 
■QBcy  that  might  be  expected  to  be  laid  out  that  way,  I  would  have 
it  dupoeed  of  to  charitable  uses." 

The  Mr.  Burr  to  whom  he  referred  was  his  son- 
in-law.  President  Aaron  Burr,  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey.  He  had  ordered  on  his  deathbed  that 
Dothmg  should  be  expended  but  what  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  dictates  of  Christian  decency,  and  that 
the  sum  that  must  be  expended  at  a  modish  funeral, 
over  and  above  the  necessary  cost  of  a  decent  one, 
should  be  given  to  the  poor,  out  of  his  estate. 

At  the  present  day,  appeals  are  often  made  through 
the  newspapers  that  the  cost  of  funerals  may  be 
reduced.     The  author  of  the  work  from  which  the 
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above  quotation  is  made,  in  commenting  upon  the 
request  made  by  President  Burr  and  President 
Edwards  in  regard  to  their  funerals,  said,  in  1799: 

**It  is  to  be  wished  and  hoped  that  the  laudable  example  ol  \hcat 
two  presidents,  in  which  they  bear  their  d^ing  testimony  against  a 
practice  so  unchristian,  and  of  such  bad  tendency  so  many  ways,  may 
have  some  good  effect.** 

It  is  evident  that  some  reforms  progress  very 
slowly,  for  the  tendency,  during  the  past  hundred 
years,  has  undoubtedly  l)een  to  increase  the  outlay 
for  funeral  exj>enses  rather  than  to  decrease  them. 
The  prevailing  increase  in  expenditure  at  the  present 
time  comes  in  the  way  of  more  expensive  coffins, 
or  caskets,  and  the  long  retinue  of  carriages  which 
follow  the  deceased  to  the  grave.  In  the  olden  days 
it  was  the  custom  to  give  away  a  great  number  of 
costly  mourning  scarfs,  and  there  was,  as  the  old 
chroniclers  say,  a  consumption  of  a  great  quantity 
of  spirituous  liquors. 

President  Edwards  said  but  very  little  during  his 
sickness.  Just  l>efore  his  death,  some  f)ersons  who 
sat  in  the  room  expressed  deep  regret  at  the  great 
loss  to  the  college  and  to  religion  in  gtMieral.  To 
their  surprise,  not  imagining  that  he  had  heard  or 
would  ever  s))eak  another  word,  he  said:  ** Trust 
in  (iod  and  ve  need  not  fear."  These  were  his 
last  wonls. 

The  physician  who  inoculated  and  constantly 
attended  him  wrote  as  follows  to  his  wife  (17): 

**  Never  did  anv  mortal  man  more  cleariv  and  fully  evidence  the 
sincerity  of  all  hi^  profrasions,  by  one  continued,  universal,  cafan, 
cheerful  resignation  and  fMitient  submission  to  the  divine  will,  through 
every  stage  of  his  disease,  than  he.     Not  so  much  as  one  discontented 
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^nab^  av  flw  leut  ojipnannce  of  murmuring  tfamugfa  the  whole. 
'    ial  amm  4U  ■>;  prrson  cxpirr  with  morr  prrftirt  frerdom  from 
f^i  aol  #0  aadi  u  one  dutorted  h&ir,  but  in  the  most  proper  Miiae 
<f  flb  madi,  be  rally  fell  uleep." 

Aa  the  same  physician  who  inoculated  President 
Edwards  perform^  a  like  service  for  Mrs.  Esther 
Burr,  he  ts  probably  the  medical  gentleman  who, 
•ftcr  her  death,  said  that  he  could  call  her  disease 
hj  DO  name  but  that  of  a  messenger  sent  suddenly 
to  eall  her  out  of  the  world. 

From  the  old  volume  from  which  so  much  valu- 
able infonnation  has  been  obtained,  wc  extract 
the  following  (17): 

Mn.  fSanh  Edwudi,  the  amiable  cooaort  of  President  Edwards, 
Sd  not  long  nirvire  him.  In  September  she  set  out  in  good  health 
<■  a  janmey  to  Philadelphia,  to  take  care  of  her  two  orphan  grand- 
cUdren,  whidi  were  now  in  that  dty,  and  had  been  nnce  the  death 
d  Mia.  Bnir.  Aa  tb^  had  no  rdatuna  in  tboee  paria,  Mrs.  Edwarda 
pwpwed  to  take  tbcm  into  her  own  famUy.  She  arrived  there  bj  die 
vaj  ot  Princetoo,  September  SI,  in  good  health,  having  had  a  com- 
tvtible  jaumtj,  bat  m  a  few  days  she  was  suddenly  seised  with  a 
lidcnl  complaint  which  put  an  end  to  ha  fife  oo  the  fifth  day,  October 
t,  1738,  in  the  4tth  year  ot  her  age.  She  said  not  mudi  in  her  sick- 
mt.  On  the  mondng  of  the  day  she  died,  she  apprehended  her 
death  was  near;  when  she  expressed  her  entire  resignation  to  God, 
■ad  daired  that  God  mi^t  be  ^orified  in  all  things:  and  that  she 
>i^t  be  enabled  to  glorify  him  to  the  last:  and  continued  in  such  a 
ICBfxr,  calm  and  resigDed,  till  she  died. 

Her  remains  were  carried  to  Princeton,  which  ia  about  forty  miles 
fnan  Fhilsddphia,  and  deposited  with  Mr.  Edwards'.  Thus,  they 
*^  were  in  their  lives  remarkably  lovely  and  pleasant,  in  their  death 
*oc  Dot  mui^  divided.  Here  lie  the  father  and  mother,  the  son  and 
<l*ii)(fater,  who  are  laid  together  in  the  grave,  within  the  spare  of  a 
Ettle  more  than  a  year,  though  a  few  months  ago  their  dwelhng  was 
■ore  than  150  miles  apart.  Two  presidents  of  the  same  college 
■od  their  coosorta,  than  whom  it  will  doubtless  be  hard  to  find  four 
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peraon  more  valuable  and  useful;  in  a  few  months  are  cut  off  frocn 
the  earth  forever;  and  by  a  remarkable  providence  are  put,  as  it  were, 
into  one  grave!  And  we  the  survivors  are  left  under  the  gloomy 
apprehension  that  these  righteous  are  taken  away  from  the  evil  to 
come! 

Surely  America  is  greatly  emptied  by  these  deaths!  How  much 
knowledge,  wisdom,  holiness  is  gone  from  the  earth  forever!  And 
where  are  they  who  shall  make  good  their  ground! 


Mnt.  Sanili  I'iprjxHiI  liilwiiixis. 


CHAPTER  V 

BEYSBEND  AABON  BUBB 

REV.  AARON  BURR,  father  of  CoL  Aaron 
Burr,  was  bom  January  4,  1716,  at  Fairfield, 
Omn.  He  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Burr,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  John  Burr.  His  ancestors  were  persons 
of  great  respectability.  Mr.  Burr  was  graduated 
•t  Yale  College  in  1785,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  in 
the  class  with  Joseph  Bellamy.  He  won  the  Berke- 
ley scholarship,  indicating  that  he  was  one  oif  the 
best  three  in  his  class  in  Greek  and  L#atin.  He  was 
converted  during  the  revival  at  New  Haven,  Novem- 
ber, 1736.  The  same  year  he  was  licensed,  and 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  Greenfield,  Mass.,  after 
which  he  labored  a  short  time  in  Hanover,  N.  J. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  Decem- 
ber 21,  17S6,  a  vote  was  taken  as  to  whether  they 
should  extend  a  call  to  Mr.  Burr  for  the  further 
improvement  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  among  them, 
which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  On  the  30th 
day  of  December,  the  committee  waited  on  Mr.  Burr, 
extending  the  call  and  agreeing  with  him  for  one 
year,  to  commence  from  the  tenth  day  of  January, 
1737,  for  which  services  he  was  to  have  the  sum  of 
iS60  (26).  His  work  was  eminently  successful,  and 
he  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  learned 
divines  and  accomplished  scholars  of  his  time. 

71 


72  THEODOSIA 

In  1748  he  was  unanimously  elected  President  of 
the  New  Jersey  Collie  (Princeton)  which  he  was 
instrumental  in  founding,  succeeding  Rev.  Jona- 
than Dickinson.  The  collie  was  then  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  N.  J.,  but  was  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J., 
in  1757. 

On  June  29,  1752,  Mr.  Burr  married  Esther 
Edwards,  and  resided  at  the  parsonage  at  Newark, 
N.  J.  Two  children  were  bom  to  them  —  a  daughter 
Sarah,  May  3,  1754,  and  a  son,  Aaron  Burr,  Febru- 
ary 6,  1756. 

On  the  twenty  fourth  day  of  September,  1757,  Mr. 
Burr  died  of  nervous  fever,  and  was  buried  at 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  in  the  cemetery  which  is  part  of  the 
college  grounds.  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards'  grave 
adjoining. 

Mr.  Charles  Burr  Todd  gives  an  interesting 
account  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr's  daughter  Sarah, 
and  her  descendants  (4): 

Rev.  .\Aroa  Burr,  ol  Nrwark,  N.  J..  sHtlcd  at  Nnrark  ms  pastor  of 
thr  FiPit  (^hurch.  Jan.  10,  1737.  He  marrird  Esther,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Jonathan  E«l wards.  June  99,  1752.    Their  children  were: 

Sarah,  bom  Mav  S.  1754,  married  Judge  Tappan  Reeve,  June  24. 
177^,  and  had  one  son,  Aaron  Burr,  bom  Oct.  8,  1780,  who  graduated 
at  Yale  College,  IHOi,  married  Annabella  Sheldon,  ol  New  York. 
Nov.  21, 1808,  settled  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  as  attomev  and  counsellor-at4aw, 
and  died  there  Sept.  1.  1809,  lea%'ing  a  son.  Tapping  Burr  Reeve,  bora 
at  Tro\,  Aug.  16,  1809,  who  difd  at  litchfield.  Conn..  Aug.  ^.  lHt9, 
while  a  student  in  Yale  College.  Annabella,  widow  of  Aaron  Burr 
Reeve,  married  Dand  J.  Burr,  of  New  IIa%*en,  and  removed  to  Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Tappan  Ree%'e,  Chief  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Connecticut, 
died  Dec.  IS.  18iS.  agvfi  79.  Sarah,  hin  wife,  died  March  SO,  1797. 
Judge  Ree%'e  was  b(im  in  BnMtkhavrn.  L.  I.,  October,  1744,  graduated 
at  PrincHon  CoUegr  in  17(0,  and  until  177<  was  a  tutor  in  thai  insti- 
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I    Mtak   'tt^if  in  tlu^  ^^B'  b«  cvn«  '■>  litchficld,  Conn.,  and  hegaa 

U  NHfilfiifiCf  Ibw  in  UiAt  tlicii  importuil  village.  ...  In  170H  he 

V  ■W.^dhWlA'mdge  of  Ihr  Superior  Court  nf  Connecticut.     "Judgv 

'     ftcvtv,**  n^'RUlialer  in  fain  Itivlory  of  Connectic-ul,  "wtu  n  man  oT 

wtlent  lanp«nUDnit,  tender  scnsibilitira.  and  of  a  nature  dcvply  re- 

Kfpoas.     He  wm  the  fint  cmiuuil  luwytv  in  Uii*  country  to  dare  ta 

arraifpi  the  common  law  of  England  for  itjt  ^icvriity  and  rt^ncd  crupJty 

■a  mlltng  nfl  lh«  natural  righiM  of  innrriod  women  and  filadng  tlit-ir 

pKtptwtj.  as  well  aa  thoir  persona,  at  the  mrrcy  of  their  husbands, 

•ho  mi^t  aquander  it  or  hoard  it  up  at  plt-jwurv." 

Ht  u  dracribrd  as  a  moAt  vmrrabi'*  man  in  apprarancr,  with  thick 
par  bair  p«rti-d  and  tallinjt  in  prufu«i»ii  uvvr  hia  ahoulden,  liis  vuioe 
ooljr  a  Loud  whiipcr,  but  dis^nctly  heard  by  liii  corncvlly  allmlivo 
pupOi. 

In  1784  Judge  Reeve  established  tlie  first  law 
school  in  the  United  States  at  I.itelifieM.  He  re- 
mained in  charge  of  it  until  1820,  when  Judge  James 
Gould,  afterwards  a  member  of  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court,  succeeded  him  and  continued  it  until 
1833.  During  the  half  century  of  its  existence  fully 
one  thousand  pupils  attended,  of  whom  16  became 
United  States  senators,  50  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  40  judges,  10  governors,  S  cabinet 
ministers,  and  2  vice-presidents  of  the  United  States, 
one  of  whom  was  John  C.  Calhoun.  The  building 
is  still  standing  (1906)  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion. 

A  fuller  account  of  Judge  Reeve's  life  and  work 
may  be  found  in  an  article  entitled  "Litchfield 
Hill"  in  Harper's  Magazine,  March,  1887. 

One  of  the  most  comprehensive  short  biographies 
written  of  the  elder  Aaron  Burr  is  by  President 
J.  E.  Rankin,  of  Howard  University,  who  is  also 
the  author  and  editor  of  "Esther  Burr's  Journal," 
to  which    rrference   will   be   made   in   the  chapter 
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relating  to  Mrs.  Esther  Burr,  the  mother  of  Colonel 
Aaron  Burr  (27). 

The  Bible  says,  "Let  no  mui  gjory  in  men."  Wben  Princctoa  wm 
founded,  wben  Nuuu  llftll  wu  built,  there  wu  no  nune  mofc  bonar- 
kble  among  the  American  Colonies  than  that  of  Aaron  Burr.  Id  ibc 
Town  Records  of  Newark.  N.  J.,  December  SO.  1736.  is  tbia  ctiti7: 
"Town  meeting  treated  with  Mr.  Aaron  Burr  and  agreed  to  pn  hlin 
X60  for  one  yr*T  from  January  10." 

That  was  the  bt^nning  of  a  pastorate  of  unusual  haimony,  len^ 
and  usrfulnnui.  For  fifteen  years  the  young  pastor  lived  unnuuned. 
Wa.t  he  waiting  until  Other  Edwards  of  Northamptoo  was  of  a  suH- 
abJe  age?  She  eame  ttilh  her  mother,  escorted  by  a  young  studoit 
of  Priiireton.  on  June  2!),  1741,  aged  Iff.  \\'hether  or  not  it  was  owing 
to  the  preMiire  ul  profensiona]  duties,  the  Christian  young  bridegraotB 
had  hin  bri<le  conducted  to  him  as  did  Isaac  of  old. 

.\nd  it  is  iloubtful  whether  Esther  Edwards,  riding  on  botaefaack 
through  the  wililemrss  from  Sloc-kbriilge  to  the  Iludson,  and  tbcB 
sailing  flown  the  river  in  a  sloc^.  and  then  aerons  the  bay  to  Newatk. 
did  not  have  the  severer  experiences,  llie  kind  of  eiviliialioo  to  wbidi 
he  enlrodured  bin  bride  in  Newark  may  be  gathend  frWD  tbia  town 
action,  171(1  -IT:  "Votrtl  that  whuaoever  shall  rut  timber  on  tbe 
Parsonage  land,  shall  forfeit  10  shillings  a  load."  Abo  from  this  action 
in  li.ft;  "Even-  tree  ml  an  Parsonage  land  shall  be  CO  shiUii^:  ow- 
half  of  it  to  p>  to  the  informrr." 

The  el<ler  Aaron  Ilurr  was  bom  in  Fairfield.  Conn.,  1716.  Tbe 
faniily  but  been  there  for  three  generatioai.  named:  Jebu,  Jchn,  Jr., 
Daniel.  Aanin  —  all  upright  and  himorsble  men.  He  was  tbe  young- 
est of  sit  sons  and  vrr>-  f<>nd  <if  study,  lie  graduated  at  Yale,  ITU, 
in  the  class  with  J(KHi>h  Bellamy.  .  .  . 

Mr.  Burr  wa*  in  rl<isnit  inlimari'  with  Presiilent  E<lwaids  ct  N'oeth- 
ampton.  and  the  Tennents  in  New  Jersey.  These  men  wanted  in 
.\vw  Jrney  a  Irsiiiiiig  wIkhi]  for  niini-.ters  iif  a  different  type  from 
that  then  at  New  Haven,  where  Da^i'l  UrainenI,  the  misMooary  to 
the  Imliaii*,  Imd  lately  been  ex|M-lled.  and  wbrn-  he  was.  as  tbey  tbooghl. 
mer<il<-mly  liiiidemi  fmni  gradualitig  nilb  his  class,  although  he 
made  the  bu»ibli-st  a|HilfigieH  f»r  s|M-aking  unailvi-iedly  oooceming 
JMie  of  the  lutitrs.  Mr.  Burr  beliexnl  in  the  minislraliooa  ol  niiilp- 
field.     Indeed,  in  August,  17»0.  U-fore  \Miitefield  e\-er  ptcacbcd  ia 
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Ihe  itglcB.  a  noMriEible  rariral  begu  in  Newati  and  ma  canfined 
t»  thit  dfy.  lbs  jooiig  pnadicr't  libon  wen  marited  bj  ao  madi 
CoTor.  liwcliw.  tMt,  nd  gnm;  he  wu  so  fiithful  and  pcnenring; 
he  had  nicfa  irinning  naaiiaB;  he  ao  Ured  out  in  hk  Efe  what  he 
feeaehad  m  the  pu^;  ha  had  aodi  tmnaual  rhetorical  and  litenuy  ^fta. 
Rineeton  graw  ogt  «f  a  genn  pkated  bj  the  Rev.  Jooathaa  Di^in- 
aoa,  (tf  EHaabethtowB,  who.  Sic*  nearif  bU  of  the  rainiatera  of  the  period, 
had  aerefal  Tonng  omb  tmder  bainiiiK  for  the  nunialiy.  lie  fifit 
carter  waa  granted  on  OelobaM,  1748. 

Mr.  Boir.  who  alao  had  a  I^tin  School  of  hia  oirn  in  Newaifc,  waa 
•ae  of  the  charter  membeea.  Two  yean  later,  in  NewaA,  the  charter 
vaa  enlarged,  and  Hr.  Burr  waa  duaen  president,  Hr.  Djdjnaca 
kffiag  (fied.  A  daaa  of  aercn.  aU  of  whom  became  minialen,  giadu- 
atad  tiiat  year.  Princeton  College  Tcmained  eight  jreara  in  Newaric, 
Bad  ae*en  of  tbeae  jeara  Hr.  Burr  waa  both  paat<»  and  prajdent. 
Mning  in  the  btter  capaci^  three  jean  without  wlarj.  and  contribu- 
ting  of  hu  own  means.  He  tau|^t  mathematics,  caknilated  cclipsea, 
■ud  published  a  Latin  grammar,  and,  in  1752,  delivered  a  L^tin  ora- 
liua  on  the  death  of  Doddridge;  still  acting  as  pastor.  During  the 
•Ut  of  the  college  at  Newark,  ninety  received  the  degree  of  A.  B. 

nittteTcr  has  been  done  since,  the  work  of  Mr.  Burr  in  establish- 
in;  Pri&oeton  cannot  be  looked  upon  but  with  great  honor.  When 
Piiucetoa  came  down  from  Elitabethtown  to  Newark,  it  had  not  where 
to  hj  its  head.  Mr.  Burr's  house  was  its  home.  M».  Burr  was 
introduced  to  two  great  interests,  which  focused  tn  her  tamil;  drde. 
rtoionpoiai;  records  show  that  often  she.  with  her  little  children 
ud  Tet7  inefficient  and  unreliable  help,  had  twenty  housed  under 
her  roof  at  one  time. 

Meantime,  Mr.  Burr  was  ia  New  York  sotidting  funds  and  was 
iHradiog  meetings  of  the  Presbytery,  was  driving  to  Elizabethtown 
to  Me  the  Governor  of  the  Colony,  was  preaching  and  teaching  as 
■W^  he  was  one  of  God*s  swift-winged  ministers,  with  celestial 
W'.  Small  of  stature,  delicate  in  frame,  quick  as  lightning  in  con- 
e^tioo,  capable  of  great  tabors,  modest,  easy,  courteous,  obliging, 
akired  by  hu  flock,  who  were  reluctant  to  allow  his  departure;  a 
'Koritr  with  his  brother  miniMlers;  he  actually  laid  himself  upon  the 
*tUr  d  sacriSce.  Well  may  his  dust  and  that  of  his  hermc  helpmate 
^  under  Princeton  shadows  and  be  remembered  in  the  dat-s  of  her 
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The  following  account  of  the  life  and  work  of 
the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr  is  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Jon- 
athan F.  Stearns,  D.D.  (28): 

"Sept.  «S,  1757.  Jjul  JMtunU;  died  tbe  Rev.  Hr.  Auoo  Burr, 
Pmidrat  of  the  New  Jenty  College,  k  gnillcmui  wkI  •  Chriatian, 
u  universally  beloved  u  known;  mn  agreeable  companioo,  a  faithful 
friend,  a  tender  and  affc<-tioiiate  hunband.  and  a  good  father;  mnark- 
able  for  hi*  imluatry,  intc^tv.  strirt  himerty  and  pure  uimB wambled 
piety;  hia  benevcdmn  u  diiintemlcd  as  uncmfined:  an  escellral 
preacher,  a  itrcat  wholsr,  and  a  vrrr  great  man." 

Tbe  glowing  eulogy  of  Wiltiam  Uvingstoa,  supported  by  tbe  pUia, 
unvarnished  statements  of  Caleb  Smith,  and  endoned  by  ihewngfaty 
Irstimnny  of  Benjamin  Franklin,' seem ■  to  have  Ettle  more  to  be  de- 
■irrd  in  alleatation  of  the  genuine  merit  ol  the  mibiecl  of  its  com- 
mendalinn. 

Kir.  Butt'h  life  was  prolonged  only  one  y««r  after  he  left  Newark. 
He  never  presided  at  a  enmmencement  exetnse  at  Princeton.  In 
the  month  of  .August.  ITJ?,  being  then  in  a  feeble  state  ct  health,  he 
made  a  luuly  t-isit  to  his  father-in-law,  at  Stoekbridge,  Mavarbu- 
setts,  and  returning,  hastened  to  EHzabethtown  on  some  buantaa  with 
the  Government  relating  to  the  intereiits  of  the  CoUe^.  Here  he 
teameil  thai  his  eoteemed  friend,  the  Rev.  Caleb  Smith,  of  Newark 
MiHinlain.  had  just  tieen  bereaved  of  his  wife.  He  hastened  to  tnoura 
with  and  console  him;  and,  having  no  time  topreparc  a  •ermoa, 
prraclie<l  exlcni|M)rane(>u»ty  a  funeral  discourse  from  the  words,  "Will* 
ing  rather  to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  to  be  prcMnl  with 
the  l-mi." 

Slit)  milTering  frmn  indisposition,  he  made  a  journey  to  Philadelphia 
nn  business  fi>r  the  College,  in  that  sullr>  season,  and  retumKi  home 
exhausted  with  fatigiie  and  already  the  subjeel  of  an  intermittenl 
fever,  only  to  me4-t  a  new  demand  u|ion  his  eiertioos.  His  old  friend, 
tbe  grnervus  (latron  of  the  institulian  cner  which  he  prended,  Gair> 
rmor  Bekher,  had  just  dereased.  and  he  was  expected  to  do  boBor 
to  his  memory'  in  a  funeral  sermon.  "You  will  not  think  K  itrangT." 
•ay«  his  nrellenl  wife,  after  his  <)e«T«se.  "if  it  has  impeffertiona.  when 
I  tell  yiiu  that  all  he  wrote  on  the  subjert  was  done  in  a  part  tt  <ae 
aflemcKin  and  etening.  when  be  had  a  violent  ferer  on  him,  aad  Ike 
whole  night  after  be  was  inatJoaal."   Completing  hb  pupaiatjoaa.  ht 
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mt»  ktty  bDh  to  ESabidAomi,  and  pnadied  ths  Saecmim  Mom 
•  TMt  iiiwit^y.  OB  Lonl'i  d^.  Sqit  4.  "It  pwrad  fab  hicDda," 
■91  Mr.  Snitt.  "to  babold  Ife  hagnar  of  hi*  camrteaaaos,  aad  ob- 
•■«•  the  faifam  of  ha  biniMiiioiii  difiroj,  not  having  imBgOi  for 
that  dear  Bttwaaw  or  •ptiit,  for  that  free,  firdj,  anhmaled  addrcai 
wtlh a^acfa he aeed to wrteifain awH diaim an aadieace."  Henrtomed 
hone,  nd  ha  <Eaacdv  kmb  took  the  fdnn  cf  a  aerrooi  fercr,  teraunat- 
iig  ha  fife  OB  the  fUA  at  Septonbcr,  1T«T.  He  left  the  CoOt^  in  a 
*'f^^"'g  eoBtfitiaii.  and  (Bed  m  the  voy  midit  at  a  nuiit  powetfol 
Afikj  <f  DivBM  pace  in  the  oonrenioD  of  great  numben  in  that  in- 
rtilaliun.    It  waa  a  fcaifnl  etroke  to  the  whole  cocnmunitj. 

On  Idi  deathbed  Mr.  Butr  had  p-na  directiooi  that  no  unnceeMaiy 
pamde  ■bonld  be  made  at  ha  f  uBoal,  and  no  ezpenMi  mcmred  bejond 
wkat  Chriaiian  decau7  wooU  require.  IIm  aum  neeeeeaiy  tor  the  ex- 
paeee  at  a  faihifmaHrr  fnneral,  whidi  bj  thb  order  would  be  wred, 
he  <firecled  ihanld  be  fjrta  to  tiie  poor,  out  of  hia  estate.  Hu  f  imeml 
waa  attended  amtdct  a  large  concourse  of  lamenting  friends,  and  his 
Rtnains  were  interred  at  Frincetoo. 

Sdrs.  Burr  survived  her  husband  leas  than  a  year,  and  died  April  7, 
17M.  Tbtj  left  two  children  —  a  daughter  and  a  son  —  both  bom 
during  their  readcnce  in  Newai^  and  both,  it  is  preaumed,  baptised 
within  the  pale  at  thia  diunA.  The  former  was  married  to  the  Hoo. 
Tappan  Reeve,  at  litchfidd.  Conn.,  and  the  latter,  having  obtained 
afanost  the  bigfacat  rank  in  the  natitm  —  the  heir  o'  his  father's  accom- 
pfiafaments,  but  not  of  hia  virtues  —  lies  buried  at  the  feet  at  that 
iDuftrious  and  sainted  roan,  where,  in  filial  reverence,  he  had  desired 
ihst  his  remains  should  be  deposited. 

The  tombstone  of  Mr.  Burr  bean  the  following  inscription,  whidi 
I  fnpv.  with  die  tranalation  of  it,  from  a  pamphlet  entitled  "History 
of  the  College  of  New  Jeney,  by  a  Gnduate."  It  is  said  to  have  been 
prepared  by  the  Hon.  William  Smith,  and  revised  by  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Jacob  Green  and  Caleb  &nith: 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 

of  a  most  venerable  man. 

AAttON  BtRR,  A.  M..  PreddenI  of  the  College  of  New 

Jersey. 

He  was  bom  of  a  good  family  at  Fturfield,  Conn.,  on  the  4th  of 

rj,  A.  D..  I7I6,  O.  S 
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He  wu  cdualcd  At  Y«Ie  College. 

Commented  hia  miniatry  mt  Newark,  in  1738. 

He  perfonned  the  pastoral  office  with  fidelity  about  SO  yt*n. 

Accepted  the  Presidency  of  the  C<dlq^  of  New  Jersey  in  1748. 

Being  transferred  to  Nassau  Hall  at  the  dose  of  1750, 

He  died  in  th»  viitage  on  the  iith  of  September, 

A.  I).  17*7.  N.  S. 

Beneath  this  marble  is  laid  all  of  bim  that  rould  die; 

His  immorlat  part,  Hearen  has  rUimed  — 

Do  yon  ask.  Stranger,  what  he  was.' 

Hoar  in  a  few  words: 

He  was  a  man  of  a  small  and  weak  body,  spare  with  study, 

watching,  and  cuostant  labors.  — 

He  had  sagacity,  penetration,  quickness  and  despatHi  (if  it  be  lawful 

to  say  so)  more  than  human,  almost  angelic. 

He  was  skilled  in  all  kinds  of  learning. 

Id  theology  he  excelled. 

He  was  a  fluent  speaker,  pleasing  and  persuasive. 

An  accmnplLihcd  orator. 

In  his  manners,  easy,  frank,  and  dieerful; 

In  his  life.  rrmarkaUy  liberal  and  beneficent. 

His  Piety  and  BeDe%-olenc«  outshined  all  other  (jualitiea. 

Ah,  how  numerous  and  how  excellent  were  his  examples  ot 

(ienius.  Industry,  Prudence,  Patience, 

and  all  other  virtues,  — 

llie  narrow  sepubJiral  marble  refuses  to  speak  them. 

Greatly  regretted,  and  murii  beloved,  be  was  the  defigfal  of 

human  kind. 

O.  the  unspeakable  regret! 

The  church  groans,  learning  laments; 

But  Heaven  applauds,  while  he 

enlrr>  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord,  and 

hears,  well  done  goml  and  faithful  scrranl. 

Slrangrr.  go  and  remember  thy  latter  end. 

Another  iiiterrstinf;  rempmbranrc  of  him  is  given 
l>y  one  who  wu.s  a  tutor  in  Yah'  College,  while  Mr. 
Burr  was  prrsidinfr  ut  Nassau  (29): 

I  was  intimately  ac(]uainted  with  Prrsidenl  Burr,  bong  Mar  ii 
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Yale  CoU^e  during  his  presidency  at  Nassau.  I  have  heard  him 
moderate  at  the  commencement  at  Newark,  1754.  He  was  a  little 
fmaU  man  as  to  body,  but  of  great  and  well  improved  mind.  He  was 
elected  president  in  1748.  He  was  a  hard  student,  a  good  classical 
tcholar  in  the  three  learned  tongues.  He  was  well  studied  in  logic, 
rhHoric,  and  natural  and  moral  philosophy,  the  belles  lettres,  history, 
Dinnity,  and  politics.  He  was  an  excellent  divine  and  preacher,  pious 
and  agreeable,  facetious  and  sociable,  the  eminent  Christian,  and  every 
vaj  the  worthy  man.  Like  St.  Paul,  his  bodily  presence  was  mean 
and  contemptible,  but  his  mental  presence  charmed  all  his  acquaint* 
•itoeju  He  was  an  honor  to  his  college  and  an  ornament  to  the 
rrpubiic  of  letters. 

Rev.  Aaron  Burr  was  the  author  of  a  Latin  gram- 
mar, which  was  called  **The  Newark  Grammar." 
His  only  other  work  was  entitled  **The  Supreme 
Divinity  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'* 

Another  biographer  says  (30) : 

President  Burr  had  a  slender  and  delicate  frame;  yet  to  encounter 
f^Uf^ue  he  had  a  heart  of  steel.  To  amazing  talents  for  the  despatch 
•4  bu^nesis,  he  joined  a  constancy  of  mind  that  commonly  secured  to 
kim  •iwcess.  As  long  as  an  enterprise  appeared  possible,  he  yielded 
to  no  discouragement.  The  flourishing  state  of  the  College  of  New 
Jrrstry  was  much  owing  to  his  great  and  assiduous  exertion.  .  .  . 

F^-w  men  were  more  perfect  in  the  art  of  rendering  themselves 
^i'-rr  a^p-eeable  in  company.  He  knew  the  avenues  to  the  human 
^*-AT*.  and  he  f>ossessed  the  rare  power  of  pleasing  without  betraying 
a  •>-*i».'n  to  please.  .  .  . 

H»*  in«»pircd  all  around   him   with  cheerfulness.     Ilis  anns  were 

<0-Ti   to  ffcjod  men  of  every  denomination.     A  sweetness  of  tem|HT, 

•-''-J^^*:  f'*pur\vs\,  and   mildness  of   manner,  jointtl   to  an   engaging 

i.'.  i-»r  of  sentiment,  spread  a  glorv'  over  his  reputation  and  endeared 

■.•  ;>*'p^>n  to  all  his  ac({uaintanci^. 

In  Af)f)leton's  Encyclopsrdia  of  American  Biog- 
r;ipliy  iiw  following  allusion  is  made  to  the  Rev. 
A  .iron  Burr: 

As   a   scholar,   preacher,   author,   and   educator, 
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President  Burr  was  one  of  the  foremfist  men  of  his 
time.  To  his  more  solid  qualities  were  added  a 
certain  distinguished  style  of  manner  which  re-ap- 
peared in  his  son.  Col.  Aaron  Burr.  .  .  .  Colonel 
Burr's  mother,  Esther  Edwards,  the  flower  of  the 
remarkable  family  to  which  she  belonged,  was 
celebrated  for  her  beauty  as  well  as  for  her  superior 
intellect  and  devoted  piety.  In  the  truest  sense 
Aaron  was  well  born." 

Mr.  W.  Jay  Mills  gi\"es  a  word  picture  of  the 
Parsonage  at  Newark,  where  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr 
lived,  and  where  his  two  children,  Sally  and  Aaron, 
were  born  (31): 

At  the  comn-  ol  Bro«d  and  William  stneb  there  formetlj  iAood 
■n  n)il  vinr-^xn-nrd  buil(lin){,  with  munivc  wkIU  «nd  wt<le  window 
NilU,  which  )>rrii«|Hi  in  its  <l«y  wu  the  b«st  loved  uid  mcMt  vencnted 
tesideiice  in  New  Jersey.  It  is  now  but  s  fading  memorj  to  tbc 
olilrat  Newark  n-ndrntn.  for  it  was  dnttroved  in  IflSA,  just  one  cmturr 
after  itit  erwiiuo.  Kew  lo-itay  remember  the  vloriea  wbieh  cfaulcr 
■bout  it  and  ftrnn  one  of  the  moat  interesting  portiaos  of  the  luttafy 
tj  the  (ill]  bontufch. 

Into  il»  wiile  M  hall,  which  echoed  to  the  tnui  cl  himdicds  of 
faiiKius  peiiple  befure  and  during  the  Re\-<ilutinn,  a  aad-faccd  divin*. 
in  black  vrlvrt  eli<f^n<'<-,  leading  by  tho  hanil  a  laughing  girl  in  wedding 
finery,  came  one  bright  momtiig  in  the  long  agn,  when  it  waa  a  new 
dwrlling  anil  ilfi  hintor^'  a  blank  [>agr.  They  were  the  Rev.  Aama 
Burr  and  hi*  lady,  as  we  ivail  of  them  in  old  recorda,  and  lo  this  new 
home  hail  <tirne  on  thi-ir  honeymoon.  .  .  . 

Thr  Ui-v.  Aaron  Burr  wan  at  that  lime  the  president  of  the  infaBl 
Collnre  '"f  Ni-w  Jeney.  It  had  been  recently  mnored  lo  Nrwaffc 
fn>ni  Kliznliel blown.  Hi*  wife,  I'Xither,  foutteen  rem  hii  junior,  wis 
the  daughter  of  the  nolnl  Hrv.  Jonathan  E<lwardi  </  Slodtbridfr^ 
Mamarhiiaettn.  who  lubM-iiunitly.  like  hi*  distinguished  ■oa-in-hw. 
becami-  Ihi-  brail  of  New  Jersey- *]i  seal  €if  learning.  Tradilioo  ■ 
thai  the  marriage  created  mui'h  excitement  in  the  apaiaely  |i 
village  at  that  day.  and  a  faint  echo  cl  it  has  fired  until  the  f 
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ort^ia  •  httv  of  OH  of  Oe  itadtDb  of  tt»  Boll^gB.  iHw  wnla 
hoM  to  kb  'Mnnr"  Oat  be  flooU  mt  tall  "Mm.  Bmr'a  qwdMn 
Md  pwpcrf«^  riftwigh  ht  iMd  hmd  aba  wu  a  tot  vafaubia  h/df." 
b  «M  of  Aa  nooDd^toiy  rooma  oT  Oe  old  bonae,  tfaia  "Tahubfe 
Uf "  bacaaa  tta  moAR-  af  tha  famooa  Aaim  Ban,  and  tbe  bapp; 
womaa,  baUag  Urn  «a  aa  infant,  aould  new  bave  draamed  of  bb 
■rtanric  canar  in  wbidi  nnrf octune  and  •  degree  of  grcataeaa  wen  ao 
rtnagdf  aangbiJ  "nie  Bona  fired  in  tbe  Panooage  until  tbe  n- 
■otal  of  tbe  CoBege  of  New  Jeiaey  to  Princeton,  in  I7M,  and  ita  ntxt 
eetapanl  waa  Dand  Biainenl  (?).  a  younger  brother  of  tbe  famooa 

"Die  fdknring  arttde  rdating  to  the  Rer.  Aaron 
Bun-'a  account  book  appeared  in  a  newspaper, 
the  name  and  date  of  which  it  has  been  impoasible 
to  ascertain: 

An  aitide  hj  the  Rer.  Paul  Van  D^ke,  fonneify  a  prafeaKv  in  tbe 
Tfaeologica]  Seminaiy  at  Princeton,  ^ipean  in  the  September  number 
of  tbe  Hagaiane  of  American  Hiatory,  and  it  tiirows  manj  interestii^ 
ule-fi^t«  on  tbe  aocial  condition  of  Colonial  New  Jersey.  It  is  a 
■ketcb  of  a  lecentlj  diacorered  accomit  book,  kept  by  Rev.  Aaron 
Bur,  aecoDd  president  of  Priocetoa  CoU^e,  and  father  of  Aaron 
Bnrr,  tbe  noted  nce-prandcnt,  and  antagoniit  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
Ai  Princeton  Colk^  waa  located  at  Newark  from  1747  to  17H,  many 
rf  tbe  entriea  in  tbia  ctuioui  M  volume  were  made  while  thar  autbw 
WH  Bring  there  aa  picaident  ti  the  Collie  and  paator  of  the  Fiiat 
Pmbyterian  Cbnrcb. 

like  worthy  minister  and  his  wife  aeon  to  have  been  compelled  to 
rtrelcb  as  ti^tly  as  possible  the  lines  of  living.  In  order  to  "make 
both  ends  meet."  for  Mr.  Burr's  salaiy  was  only  two  hundred  and 
tUitr  pounds  a  year.  Yet  the  scanty  stipend  meant  more  than  now, 
•od  was  eked  out  by  various  thrifty  measures. 

"For  my  sermon,  oae  shilling,  six  pence,"  says  one  entry,  and  Hr. 
Vu  Dyke  exclaims  with  clerical  honor,  "Think  of  il,  ye  clerical  pro- 
f«Mor>  who  grumble  over  moderate  fees!"  Mr.  Van  Dyke  continues: 
There  wm  apparently  a  ilifference  of  rates,  for  there  is  an  entry:  "By 
rash  paid  Mr.  Tennent  for  preaching  to  Indians,  £*,  Is.  S."  Could 
it  have  been  that  Indian  preaching  was  worth  man  because  of  its 
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difficulljr  ?  But  possibly  Mr.  Tranent  presdwd  uxtj-JTc  utd  »  third 
amnons  to  the  Indians.  «t  the  rale  of  one  and  three  pence. 

Mr.  Burr  also  appears  to  have  driven  a  small  trade  in  books  and 
■talimeTy.  "To  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  (his  father4n-law)  one 
quire  of  paper,  one  ihillinfc,  three  pence,"  is  written  in  an  unmistakablj 
feminine  hand,  probably  his  wife's.  Translations,  or  in  college  ver- 
nacular, "trots."  were  included  in  the  sales,  and  a  certain  "truulatiaa 
of  Xenophon  in  two  volumes"  Is  frequently  alluded  to. 

The  account  book  was  used  also  by  Mrs.  Burr  for  household  ex- 
penses, and  it  is  amazing  to  sec  how  the  "400"  of  1756  cooductod 
their  eatabliihments.    The  followinjit  is  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  account: 

"A  certain  Edwards  obtained  a  little  more  than  four  months  boftrd 
at  the  pmidenlial  table  for  seien  pounds,  three  shillings,  four  pcnee. 
The  Bum  bought  beef  at  two  pence  a  pound,  ten  pounds  of  cbcear 
for  (our  shillings,  tea  at  seven  shillings  a  pound.  A  domestic  servant 
was  hired  at  four  shillings  a  week,  a  field  laborer  by  the  day  at  two 
shillings,  sixpence.  A  barrel  of  old  rider  cost  eight  shillings;  ris 
bottles  of  wine,  thirteen  shillings,  nixpence.  They  bought  three  horsea 
at  prices  ranging  from  fourteen  pouniLt  to  twenty-two  pounds;  a  cow 
and  a  calf  at  four  pounds,  fifteen  shillings.  A  black  man  was  sold  for 
rather  less  than  the  good  horse,  and  brought  seventeen  pounds,  ux- 
pence." 

Death  cloaed  this  account,  as  it  does  every  other,  and  the  last 
entries  concern  the  distribution  of  the  property  which  thrift  and  fni- 
galily  had  collected.  The  legacies,  as  Mr.  Van  Dyke  says,  are  a  little 
puzzling,  but  are  interesting  for  that  veiy  reason,  and  they  are  inserted 
here  as  Mr.  Van  1^'ke  has  arranged  them: 

One  finds  it  difficult  to  imagine  what  a  "suit  of  Paduaaoy"  looha 
like  at  a  distance.  How  does  a  "  brown  CaHmanco  gown  "  differ  fruB 
"one  lead  colored  Ducap  ditto."  bej-ond  the  difference  in  color? 
And  what  is  the  distinction  between  a  "Calimanco"  and  a  "blaA 
AUopren"?  Of  course,  anyone  would  tell  a  "corded  Dinity  with 
flowered  border"  from  a  "copucheen  Boweted  satin."  But  why 
should  an  "old  gaute  hood"  be  accompanied  by  "two  tan  moanls"? 

We  understand  that  "one  mask"  was  used  to  prtaerve  iit*.  Proi- 
dent's  rumplexion,  but  what  was  the  "one  Vandyke  cal-futtad" 
which  is  mentioned  with  it  ?  Was  the  lawyer  who  made  this  iaTCBloij 
asnisted  by  his  wife  f  Aarao  Burr  was  not  (oqtotten  in  the  distribtttioa 
of  Gnery.  for  we  find  that  be  received  "one  nhcr  watch,  one  pair  of 
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dhw  Ao»tacUei.  000  pair  ifitto  kaee^Midtlei.  and  Bfr.  ud  Mn. 


jr  of  Ike  worthy  coaple  was  not  without  its  toudi 
cf  ^  OB  &e  edge,  for  they  Mt  "to  Sally  Burr,"  and  "tor  the  uae  of 
Ae  cUdna,**  same  MZty  pomida'  worth  of  ailTer  plate. 

llr.  Van  Dyke  makca  a  moat  delightful  article  out  of  thii  predotn 
■■d.  bat  one  mmeeumef  a  noticeable.  He  frequently  apeaka  of  Mr. 
Bm  «•  "Doctort"  nemii^  confounding  the  title  V.  D.  M.  (Veriji 
IM  lOiiAr),  wiuch  correspondB  to  the  title  of  Reverend,  with  the 
ttie  D.  D.  Hie  fliat  amcmg  the  fnadtata  at  Princeton  to  recdve 
^  knar  of  the  latter  title  wai  Samuel  Finley.  aa  whom,  in  176S,  it 
was  beahwwd  by  the  Uninrn^  of  Glaagow.  He  wu  the  first  Amos 
■CM  PwAytnian  dergyman  oa  whom  the  title  was  confemd.  Sinca 
haa  dqr  an  the  i««daita  of  Prinortoo  have  had  the  title. 


CHAPTER  VI 

URS.    ESTHER   EDWARDB   BURR 

"   A     BRIEF  Account  of   Mrs.   Esther  Edwards 
X\    Burr,  and  Some  Extracts  of  Letters  Wrote 
by  Her,"  appears  in  the  volume  published  in  Edin- 
burgh (17): 

Mr*.  Burr  exceedM]  moat  of  her  mx  in  the  beauty  cf  b«r  pcnoo: 
and  in  «  decent  uid  euy  gesture,  behavior,  and  conversation;  not 
■tiff  and  atarch  on  one  hand,  nor  mean  and  indecent  on  tbe  other,  in 
her  unaffected  natural  freedom  with  pcraona  of  all  ranlu  with  when 
■be  conversed.  Her  f[CTUua  wan  much  more  than  common.  She  had 
a  lively,  ipri^lly  imaginatiM),  a  quick  and  penetrating  thought,  and 
a  good  judgment.  She  had  a  peculiar  imartneu  in  her  make  and 
temper,  which  yet  wu  conaiatent  with  pleaaantnm  and  good  natoiv: 
and  she  knew  how  to  be  pleasant  and  facetious  without  trespaanng  oa 
the  bounds  of  gravity,  or  strict  and  serious  religion.  In  short.  Ae 
seemed  to  be  formed  to  please,  and  apccially  to  please  ooe  of  Mr. 
Burr*s  tastes  and  talents,  in  whom  he  was  exceedingly  happy.  But 
what  crowned  all  her  excellencies  and  was  her  chief  gloiy  waa  bcr 
religion.  She  was  hopefully  converted  when  she  waa  seven  or  eight 
years  old;  and  she  made  a  public  profMaton  at  religion  when  she  «m 
about  fifteen  rear*  al  age;  and  her  converaalion  and  cooduct  to  her 
death  waa  exemplary  aa  becotnelh  godlinesa.  But  aa  I 
aenlimenta  and  nerctses  will  best  be  understood  by  those  who  i 
strangen  to  her.  by  her  own  words,  the  following  eortiacls  arc  madt 
from  letlrn  which  she  wrote  not  long  before  her  death. 

The  fulkiwing  is  from  a  letter  she  wrote  to  Iht  mothCT.  not  loag 
after  Mr.  Burr's  death,  dated  at  Princeton,  October  7,  17<7: 

"No  doubt,  dear  niadam,  it  will  be  some  comfoft  to  70a  lo  haw 
that  God  has  not  nlterlr  (orsakm,  altho'  be  has  cast  down.     I  wviU 
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ipeftk  it  to  the  ^oiy  of  God's  name  that  I  think  He  has  in  an  uncom- 
moo  degree  discovered  Himself  to  be  an  aU-«ufficient  God,  a  full 
fountain  of  all  good.  Altho'  all  streams  were  cut  off,  yet  the  fountain 
a  left  f uU. 

^I  think  I  have  been  enabled  to  cast  my  care  upon  Him,  and  have 
found  great  peace  and  calm  in  my  mind,  such  as  this  world  cannot 
give  nor  take.  .  .  . 

**God  has  helped  me  to  renew  my  past  and  present  mercies,  with 
some  heart-affecting  degree  of  thankfulness.  .  .  . 

^  I  must  conclude  with  once  more  begging  that  as  my  dear  parents 
Rsncmber  themselves,  they  would  not  forget  their  greatly  afflicted 
daughter,  (now  a  lonely  widow)  nor  her  fatherless  children. 

**  My  duty  to  my  ever  dear  and  honored  parents,  love  to  my  brothers 
and  sbters.     From,  dear  madam, 

"Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  daughter, 

"Esther  Burr." 

She  wrote  to  her  father,  on  the  2d  of  November, 
1757: 

"Honored  Sir: 

''Your  most  affectionate,  comforting  letter  by  my  brother,  was 
rxc«ediagly  refreshing  to  me,  altho*  I  was  something  damped  by 
hearing  that  I  should  not  see  you  until  spring.  .  .  . 

"Since  I  wrote  my  mother's  letter,  God  has  carried  me  thro'  great 
truds,  and  given  me  new  supports.  My  little  son  has  been  sick  with 
the  slow  fever  ever  since  my  brother  left  us,  and  has  been  brought  to 
the  brink  of  the  grave.  But  I  hope  in  mercy  God  is  bringing  him  up 
^^n.  I  was  enabled  to  resign  the  child  (after  a  severe  struggle  with 
nature)  with  the  greatest  freedom.  God  showed  me  that  the  child 
vas  not  my  own,  but  I  lis;  and  that  He  had  a  right  to  recall  what  He 
had  lent,  whene\*er  He  thought  fit,  and  I  had  no  reason  to  complain, 
or  Miv  God  was  hard  with  me.     This  silenced  me.  .  .  . 

**(fO<l  is  certainly  fitting  me  for  Himself;  and  when  I  think  it  will 
^  vx»n  that  I  shall  \ye  called  hence,  the  thought  is  transporting." 

The  Hon.  Milton  William  Reynolds  was  born 
in  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  May  23,  1833.  He  died  at 
Edmond,  Oklahoma,  August  9,  1890.  He  was  grad- 
uated   from    the    University   of   Michigan    in    1856. 
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He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislatures  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas;  Receiver  of  the  United  States  Land 
Office,  at  Independence,  Kansas;  and  R^ent  of 
the  Kansas  State  University.  lie  had  just  been 
elected  a  meml>er  at  large  of  the  first  State  Legisla- 
ture of  Oklahoma  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
was  caused  hy  nervous  prostration,  superinduced 
by  a  most  exciting  jwlitical  campaign.  He  was  a 
journalist  by  profession  and  well  known  in  Kansas 
and  Oklahoma  under  the  nam  de  pluTiie  of  "Kick- 
ing Bird." 

From  a  lecture  delivered  by  him  on  Aaron  Burr, 
the  .selection  which  follows  relating  to  Esther  Eld- 
wards  is  taken: 

N(«rlv  ft  century  mad  *  half  mgn.  in  the  quiet  village  of  SloHtbridge^ 
lived  hither  Edwards.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  great  Joiuttbaii 
f>l«ar<l<t,  whu  wrote  the  Principia  of  New  EugUnd  iheologj.  Ilin 
Rtem  and  inflexible  diiwiple  at  Calvinistic  faith  was  the  leader  of  that 
M-hiMil  (if  llie<ili>f[\-  whit-h  expanded  the  brain  and  nurMd  and  nuifimd 
the  ronncience.  bul  benumbed  the  affections  and  dwarfed  tbe  mm- 
bilitira.  With  hi!>  ten  children,  J<«iathan  Edwanii  was  so  poor  thai 
while  writing  bin  treati^te  on  the  Will,  with  difficulty  be  obtaxnedthe 
|>a|M-r  to  inipreiM  bis  immortal  and  divine  thoughts  tbereon,  and  tbe 
printer  hai)  lu  receive  them,  transcribed  in  faullleaa  chirograph;  i^Mia 
the  backs  uf  letters  and  blank  pages  from  cast-awaj  pamphleta.  Hii 
(laughter  made  lace  and  |>aintei]  fans  and  sent  them  to  Bottaa  to  ofatna 
means  lu  aid  in  the  srantj'  support  of  tbe  family.  At  tbe  age  of  taoitj 
yrare,  while  Kidher  Eilwantx.  the  third  uf  these  tdtartning  nod  iadui 
triiiua  (laughters,  was  working  more  deftly  than  usual  with  her  E^jr- 
while  fingera,  there  came  to  this  country  nllage,  then  on  the  edge  4^  the 
wildemem.  a  man  already  renowned  as  a  theologian;  and  be  beat«rar 
her.  or  by  her  side  sat  and  watched  her  skillful  fingen  wearc  the  bfuli- 
ful  lace  and  decorate  the  gauiy  (an  paper.  He  staid  but  thi«e  da^  at 
Stiickbridge.    It  was  meet  that  he  should  go  about  hii  Fatber's  biMMiL 

But  thither  Edward*  wove  no  more  lace  and  painted  i»  bok  iMa 
for  the  fair  Beaton  ladies  tbereaflcr.    The  Bev.  Aatoa  Bwr  had 
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called  her  to  be  his  wife,  and  she  became  the  mother  ol  Aaron  Burr, 
the  weird,  mystic,  and  mysterious  man  whose  life  has  been  a  stupen- 
dous enigma,  and  whose  history  is  worthy  of  study  for  warning,  for 
reproof,  for  admiration,  for  commiseration  and  pity.  .  .  . 

One  ol  the  college  students,  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Gazette, 
July  20,  1752,  mentions  the  event  as  follows:  "In  the  latter  end  of 
May  the  President  took  a  journey  into  New  England,  and  during  his 
abaenoe  he  made  a  visit  of  but  three  days  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards* 
dmuf^Ux  at  Stockbridge;  in  which  short  time,  though  he  had  no  ac- 
cjuaintance  with,  nor  had  ever  seen,  the  lady  these  six  years,  I  suppose 
he  accomplished  his  whole  design;  for  it  was  not  above  a  fortnight 
after  his  return  here,  before  he  sent  a  young  fellow  (who  came  out  of 
college  last  fall)  into  New  England  to  conduct  her  and  her  mother 
down  here.  They  came  to  town  on  Saturday  evening,  the  27th  ult., 
and  on  the  Monday  evening  following  the  nuptial  ceremonies  were 
celebrated  between  Mr.  Burr  and  the  young  lady.  As  I  have  yet  no 
manner  of  acquaintance  with  her,  I  cannot  describe  to  you  her  quali- 
6cations  and  properties.  However,  they  say  she  is  a  very  valuable 
lady.  I  think  her  a  person  of  great  beauty,  though  I  must  say  she  is 
rather  too  young  (being  twenty-one  years  of  age)  for  the  President. 
Th»  account  you  will  doubtless  communicate  to  mammy,  as  I  know 
■he  has  Mr.  Burr*s  happiness  much  at  heart.** 

Dr.  Banks  thus  refers  to  her  (11): 

The  family  of  Edwards,  when  he  went  to  Stockbridge,  included  ten 

children,  one  daughter  having  died    (Jerusha).     Two  of   the   older 

daughters  were  married  about  the  time  when  their  father's  difficulties 

were  at  their  height  —  Mary,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  Sarah,  at  the 

1^  of  twenty-two  —  events  which  must  have  calle<i  off  his  mind  from 

his  troubles,  and  renewed  his  interest  in  the  changes  and  chances  of 

thi<  mortal  Ufe.     Of  the  daughters  who  went  with  him  to  Stockbridge, 

Esther  was  one,  to  whose  beauty,  inherited  from  both  parents,  as  well 

*.*  her  intellectual  brightness,  tradition  bears  ample  testimony.     She 

hail  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  a  nott^l  personage 

in  those  aristocratic  days,  and  to  Stockbridge  the  devote<l  lover  follower! 

bfT.  fining  her  consent  to  matrimony  in  a  .short  courtship.     Mr.  Burr 

*a»  a  man  of  brilliant  qualities,  who  had  recently  been  called  to  the 

prr^idenrv  of  Nassau  Hall  —  what  was  afterguards  to  become  known 

t*  Princeton  College. 
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There  were  two  children  frocn  this  union,  ooe  ol  them  »  boy,  Duned 
kflrr  his  ffttber,  Aaron  Burr,  who  becaioe  the  famous,  and  later  the 
infamous,  Aaroo  Burr,  who  occupies  so  peculiar  a  place  in  Amcricaa 
bistoT]'. 

In  the  latter  part  of  I90S  a  book  was  published 
entitled  "  Esther  Burr's  Jouraal. "  A  review  of 
the  work  appeared  in  a  Boston  newspaper  (S2): 

The  name  on  the  title  page  at  the  Ultle  book  purporting  to  be  the 
<fiaiT  of  Esther  Edwards  Burr,  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  is 
that  of  Rev.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Eames  Rankin,  who  dcKribes  himself  as 
"author  and  editor."  Dr.  Rankin,  who  resigned  the  presidencj  of 
Howard  Univctailf  last  March,  and  who,  before  holding  that  podtiaii, 
had  a  pastorate  for  a  lime  in  Orange,  puts  the  "Journal"  forward 
without  eiplsnatioo.  At  the  end  of  the  volume  is  a  brief  "final  note." 
indudinft  the  following  extract  from  "The  Life  of  Jooatbao  Edwards": 

She  (Esther  Edwards  Burr)  exceeded  moat  of  her  sex  in  the  bcautj 
of  her  person,  as  well  as  in  her  behavior  and  conTersalioo.  She  d»- 
corered  an  unaffected,  natural  freedom  toward  persons  of  aU  ranks 
with  whom  she  convened.  She  had  a  livHj,  sprightly  imaginatiaB. 
a  quick,  penetrating  discernment,  and  a  good  judgment  .  .  .  Sbe 
left  a  number  of  manuscripts,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the/  would  be 
made  public,  but  they  are  now  lost. 

Most  of  the  "  Journal "  as  it  now  appears  was  written  hy  Dr.  RaDUn. 
who  for  yean  had  been  interested  in  the  Burr  and  Edwards  faniliea. 
The  diary,  enlrii-s  in  which  were  jotted  down  fr«n  time  to  time  tor 
his  own  entertainment,  became  before  long  a  narrative  covering 
practically  all  Enthcr  Edwardt  Burr's  Kfe.  Dr.  Rankin  gave  readinp 
from  the  "Journal"  on  certain  occasions,  and  had  its  pubficatiaa 
in  mind.  About  two  years  after  the  "Journal"  had  taken  fonn. 
Dr.  Rankin,  by  a  circumstance  as  strange  as  it  was  fottuiloaa. 
had  access  to  a  diary,  j-cllow  with  age,  whidi  he  had  tvtty  rcaaoa  to 
believe  was  written  by  Esther  Burr.  The  request  was  mAde  4^  Dr. 
Rankin  that  he  withhdd  the  source  of  his  infwmation,  but  ba  wm 
given  the  privilege  of  using  certain  of  the  facts.  Hence  the  dual  lolt 
of  author  and  editor,  and  the  lack  uf  an  answer  in  the  book  HacV  of 
the  question  of  the  authority  of  tbc  "Journal"  wbidi  is  raiaed  fa  At 
mind  of  the  reader. 
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U  SMf  ht  that  Mot*  kag  aww  «aet  rtataaent  wiQ  be  nude,  not 
mtj  H  to  the  iKtcnt  Dr.  Bankb  hu  dmwn  oo  acigbud  docomenta, 
hrt  aim  aa  to  the  locatkn  of  thne  docnmcntg,  aitd  the  pubKcatioo  of 
Ifae  wfyuMd  aotbaitic  Jmrj  may  follow.  In  the  mfntime,  "Efthcr 
BsR'a  Jontnal "  aa  pot  fonrard  ij  Dr.  Rankin,  u  at  intcnat  ai  depict- 
ing with  modi  ait  the  fife  dt  m  prominent  woman  of  the  ei^teenth 
ccBtay.  Hat  it  ii  baaed  oo  funiSarity  with  family  luatoiy  is  aMuied 
from  Dr.  Bankin'a  wdl-known  reaeardiea  into  the  iubject,  utd  whether 
tta  laid  baMf  for  the  <&ai7  is  Urge  or  aniall,  ibe  material  b  bandied 
with  peat  ingcnni^. 

Hie  f oUowii^  extracts  are  taken  from  the  work 
ID  question  (S3) : 

nil  n  my  ninth  birthday,  and  Un.  Edwvds,  my  mother,  has  had 
■e  alildi  tbme  nndiy  iheeti  cf  paper  into  a  book  to  make  me  ft  jounwL 
Hclhbka,  afanoat  all  this  family  keep  jounula;  though  they  sddiHn 
■how  than. 

Hr.  Sunud  Bopkina,  who  has  just  been  graduated  frmn  New  Hsven 
College,  and  who  pleads  to  study  divinity  with  Mr.  Edwsrds,  oune 
la  oar  liause  to-day.  .  .  .  We  ^rls,  JerushA,  Mary  and  I,  seeing  his 
immoue  frame,  his  great  honest  tatx,  and  hearing  his  ponderous  voice, 
hare  mafidously  nick-named  him  "Old  Sinceri^."  Mother  shakes 
hs  head  at  us  and  puts  her  finger  on  her  Ups. 

His.  Edwards  was  Ihiity-thrce  yean  old  to-day.  Tliat  aeons  very 
eld.  I  wonder  if  I  shall  live  to  be  thirty-three.  And  Mr.  Edwanb 
ii  forty-senn  years  oMer  than  she.  ...  I  do  not  think  we  giris  will 
ner  be  so  saintly  ss  our  mother  is.  ...  I  do  not  know  as  I  want  to 
ht.  which  is  reiy  wicked  I  am  rare.  I  think  that  perhaps  Sarah  may; 
Ac  is  the  flower  of  this  family. 

A  flaming  young  preacher,  just  from  the  college  at  New  Haven, 
bsi  cotnc  to  town.  He  preaches  every  day,  and  twice  a  day.  .  .  .  My 
precious  mother,  though  she  would  gladly  conceal  it,  is  not  a  little 
antiMd  to  see  the  people  flocking  after  the  young  herald  of  the  Cross, 
*•  thou^  they  never  heard  preaching  before.  His  name  is  Buell, 
sad  he  i*  a  classmate  in  collf)^  of  Samuel  Hopkins. 

Mr.  Buell  will  stay  the  second  week  and  then  Mr.  Hopldns  will  go 
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with  biiD,  u  «  kind  of  umor-besrer,  or  lieuUnut,  to  Barton,  to  cap- 
ture tlut  cit;  for  the  Lord. 

If  father  ever  gets  low-spirited  from  his  "humora"  ■■  be  caUs 
them,  mother's  voice  is  to  him  like  medicine,  as  David's  harp  was  to 
King  Saul.  And  when  she  once  begins,  there  is  Sarah,  and  Jouaba. 
and  mjMlf,  like  the  ascending  pipes  of  an  organ,  ready  to  unite  ia 
nuUdng  a  joyful  noise  to  the  Lord,  all  over  the  house,  so  that  our  hoine 
is  more  like  an  anarj'  than  the  dwelling  of  a  Colonial  parMO. 

My  mother  says  my  journal  thus  fsr  is  rather  stilted  and  matni* 
for  me;  though  everything  in  the  family  is  mature.  J  have  a  letter 
of  my  father's  written  when  he  was  younger  than  I  am,  which  ahowa 
where  the  present  writer  gets  her  maturity. 

I  have  just  heen  cnring  for  my  mocking-bird,  who  is  now  tvwanfing 
me  with  a  song.  The  nt  was  lurking  in  the  hall,  and  I  have  jaat 
driven  her  away  with  the  broom,  with  which  I  have  been  sweeping  the 
living-ra(«D. 

I  have  just  come  back  from  a  most  wonderful  ride  with  my  bonofMl 
father,  Hr.  Edwards,  through  the  spring  woods.  He  usually  rida 
alone.  But  to-day  he  said  he  had  something  he  wanted  to  show  ue. 
The  forests  between  the  house  and  the  full-banked  river  wen  vcfj 
bcauliful.  The  wild  cherry  and  the  dogwood  were  in  full  Uoom.  Tkt 
squirrels  were  leaping  from  tree  to  tree,  and  the  birds  were  raaknn 
a  various  melody.  .  .  .  Hlien  we  reached  the  "Indian's  Wcffl,**  I 
slid  off  and  bmughl  a  birch-bark  cup  of  crystal  water  for  father  la 
drink.  But  not  before  I  had  given  m)-self  a  great  surprise.  For. 
having  put  on  my  mother's  hat  in  sport,  the  first  refleciion  in  the  daifc 
water  seemed  to  be  the  face  of  my  mother  instead  of  my  own. 

My  mother  has  just  rome  into  the  house  with  a  buitcfa  of  laccl 
peas,  and  put  them  on  the  stand  where  my  honored  father  is  ihsn^ 
though  his  beard  is  very  slight.  .  .  .  My  honored  father,  of  coonn. 
has  not  time  to  give  attention  to  the  garden,  and  so  Ma.  Bdwank 
looks  after  everything  there. 

Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  my  father's  student  in  tbcologj.  faaa  wtmm 
very  strong  opinions  against  slavery.  Heoncesaid  tonyfatbCTlhatbe 
befiered  God  woutd  yet  overrule  for  bis  glocy,  and  Um  eomiag  flf  tta 
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blacb  to  tUa  eoantay;  quoting  what  JoMph  awl:  "Ye  meant  it  for 
evil,  bat  God  Dtnat  it  for  good." 

nc  Rev.  Swnud  HofJdiu  bM  just  pud  lu  ft  ahott  vint  A  nrj 
itraag  sttadunait  hu  ^rning  up  between  this  joung  piatdwr  twl 
my  huMuied  father.  Indeed,  I  b^ere  he  hu  made  my  father  and 
motha  Us  cgoAdanta  in  a  certain  affair  ot  the  heart,  which  rdatca  to 
laaadf.  A  certain  Toung  ladj  in  NiKthan^ittn  —  none  itf  the  Ed- 
wanli  ^ili  —  is  th«  object  <jt  Hom  attachment,  and  alas,  it  is  not  su^ 
ccarfoL    It  giTca  us  giili  a  great  Ihtme. 

Mr.  Edwards,  ntj  father,  ■■  feeling  much  hurt  because  Prcndcnt 
Ctfp  and  the  trusleea  have  treated  Mr.  Brainerd  so  shabbily  and 
tmdfy.  M;  father  sa^.  as  I  think.  New  Haven  Collie  has  tost  the 
bfigfatot  jewel  she  will  ever  wear  in  her  crown.  Mr.  Brainerd  waa 
— T***— '  ficm  the  college  for  saying  of  one  of  the  tutors,  who  seemed 
iaJUfcwat  to  religious  activity,  that  he  had  no  more  reli^on  than  a 

Mr.  Brainerd  is  likely  lo  become  a  member  of  this  family,  it  seems. 
Soon  after  coming  to  Northampton,  he  displayed  strong  affinity  for 
Jensha.  our  sislcr  of  seventeen,  who  was  soon  inoculated  with  bis 
U^  spiritual  views,  and  deeply  interested  in  his  Indian  work.  .  .  . 
1  befieve  he  loves  her  more  because  she  will  make  a  good  missionary 
Ihao  for  any  other  reasoa.     But  little  does  the  dear  girl  care. 

Feb.  13,  1747.  I  was  awakened  in  the  morning  by  some  oae'a 
Umag  me  on  my  eyes  and  my  mouth  and  my  ears.  In  the  base  ct  my 
Boning  dreams,  I  thought  it  might  be  the  angels.  But  no,  I  soon 
■aw  Out  it  was  my  angel-mother,  and  she  was  half  saying  and  half 
liapng:  "Awake,  my  Esther,  my  queen.  This  is  the  day  of  thine 
opouiak.  For  the  King  delighteth  in  thee  and  calleth  thee  by  name. 
Be  brinp  thee  to  His  banquetting- house  and  His  banner  o\-er  thee  is 
Imr."  Then  I  remembered  it  was  my  fifteenth  birthday,  and  also  thai 
I  «a*  that  day  to  take  upon  me  the  vows  of  God. 

Jenisba  has  just  returned  from  her  sojourn  in  Boston  with  her  sick 
•^aip,  David  Brainerd,  the  Indian  missionaiy.  They  came  by  easy 
<t>pi.  but  he  is  mufii  exhausted,  and  1  believe  is  not  long  for  this 
■■>rid.  Ne\-er  was  there  such  devotion,  shall  I  say  idolatry-,  bestowed 
■poo  mortal  man.     Never  was  there  so  bumble  a  handmaid  of  the 
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Lord  u  Jenuba.  .  .  .  Her  whole  n*tuK  gota  out  after  >ptrilttal 
tbingi,  and  this  man  ia  her  ideal.  Sk«  actually  almost  wonhip*  the 
ground  he  treads  upon. 

Tbe  sainted  sufferer  of  the  bousr.  our  lemporarjr  guest,  oar  bratbcr 
in  the  Ixwd,  has  at  length  breathed  bu  last.  ...  To  our  Jeniaha,  his 
long-time  nurse,  who  has  watched  and  ahnost  felt  every  pang  of  bu 
poor  racked  body,  for  many  months,  he  said:  "Dear  Jenuba,  are  joa 
willing  to  part  with  me  ?  I  am  quite  willing  to  part  with  you.  Thot^tb 
if  I  thought  I  should  not  see  you  and  be  happy  with  you  in  another 
world.  I  could  not  bear  to  part  with  you.  But  we  will  spend  a  bappy 
eternity  together." 

Of  course  my  honored  father  preat^ied  the  discourse  at  Hr.  Brain- 
erd'ii  funeral.  His  lext  was:  "Absi-nt  from  the  body,  but  present  with 
the  Lord."  ■  .  .  Dear  Jerusha*s  Illuminated  face  was  a  study.  Sbe 
wan  rajtt  up  ito  more  in  the  living,  it  seemed  as  though  her  soul. 
liberated  from  earth,  was  already  mounting  up  to  holy  cammunioa 
with  the  spirits  of  the  just  made  perfect.  ...  It  seemed  to  me  as 
though  she  saw  heaven  open,  the  golden  gates  lifted  up,  and  was  only 
waiting  (or  the  angel-wings  to  mount  there.  She  b  not  long  for  Ibb 
world.  For  exactly  nineteen  weeks,  day  and  night,  she  has  cared  for 
this  sick  man;  and  she  only  eighteen. 

This  day  our  dear  Jerunha  died  at  eighteen.  If ,  as  she  and  bcr 
■aintttl  David  and  we  alt  believe,  ithe  be  gone  to  her  Father's  boase. 
she  Han  already  joined  the  holy  company,  of  which  he  since  last  October 
has  been  unr.  lliey  have  been  separated  only  6ve  months.  Tboagh 
I  doubt  whethirr  he  has  ever  been  absent  frmn  her  thoughts  and  loB^n^ 
love. 

(treat  excitement  has  been  occasioned  by  a  New  Year's  sletgh-cida 
and  ball  for  dancing,  that  has  just  occurred  here.  It  was  a  gay  pvtj 
of  yiiung  peojile,  some  of  my  more  intimate  friends  among  tbeta,  vbe 
drove  lo  a  hotel  in  lladlry,  and  R|M-nl  the  hours  till  midnight  in  ■^'—-'rg 
the  Old  Year  out  and  the  New  ^'car  in.  ...  To  my  honored  father 
ami  mother  it  has  been  a  time  of  great  grief.  And  when,  with  moniaf 
lifrht.  ihe  great  uled-loads  drove  up  through  the  streets,  with  ibdr 
biipliing.  giddy  freight.  I  saw  the  tears  in  Ihe  eyes  of  than  botk. 

We  have  just  been  permitted  to  read  Ridwidsnn's  novil:  **8b 


Jim 
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Cliariefl  GnitdiMni."  Our  father  and  mother  have  firat  read  it  and 
icgwd  it  aa  a  whollj  suitable  book  as  to  morals  and  character.  .  .  . 
Of  courae  to  read  such  a  book  U  an  unusual  event  in  such  a  family 
<rf  ours.  And  we  have  had  a  great  time  taking  it  in  turn  and  discussing 
ha  characters. 

This  day  we  leave  dear,  sweet  Northampton,  where  all  of  us  have 
been  bom,  and  where  we  have  bo  many  ties  of  childhood  and  youth. 
Evoi  the  very  trees  around  our  home  seem  a  part  of  ua.  There  is  one 
elm  that  b  called  my  father's,  he  has  so  long  studied  beneath  it.  .  .  , 
One  of  the  bitterest  experiences  connected  with  this  removal  is  the  fact 
thai  some  of  the  active  instigators  of  it  are  actually  flesh  of  our  flesh, 
and  blood  of  our  blood. 

Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwards  have  submitted  to  the  derision  of  the  Council 
wilh  its  majority  of  only  one,  recommending  our  reniovnl  from  this 
place.     We  children  have  been  indignant  beyond  expros.sion. 

A  letter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  my  honored  father,  from  Mr.  Burr,  stales 
that  ihe  New  Jersey  College  wa.s  organized  under  an  enlarged  charter 
No% .  0.  and  that  he  has  been  cho.sen  Prcsltlenl  to  .snccee<l  Mr.  Dickin- 
Hin.  who  has  lately  died.     For  the  present  lie  will  ser^e  without  salaiy. 

It  is  the  practice  of  Mr  EdwanU  to  finish  his  own  meal,  wliich  is 
kUays  very  simple,  and  then  n-lurn  to  the  table  to  say  grace,  at  the 
riir-r.  when  we  are  all  done.  This  morning,  a.s  he  diil  not  come  at 
'•nrr.  my  dear  mother,  who  always  herself  says  grace  when  father  is 
>)fu-nt  from  home,  said  that  .Jonathan  Edwards,  Jr..  who  is  just  pa-st 
•!.-ht  years  old,  might  officiate-  Tliis  plea.sed  lis  all.  For  he  tell  into 
fi'hT'*  exael  words  and  intonaliuns.  ok  a  chiM  woulil  do.  nithout 
-"Tiling  to  intend  it.  .  ,  .  As  lo  Jiinalh.in,  Jr.,  we  :ill  exprel  that 
-m*  day  he  mill  make  a  grent  ilivinc;  tlunigb  cnitwardly  he  d.K-s  not 
r-vmhie  our  father.  b<-inp  dark,  and  plain,  uiid  very  snisjl. 

I  have  ju.<t  come  in  from  ^Ye^l  Sloekbridge  n.ml.  with  my  checks 
til  iflow  and  pulse  h<-ating  wildlv.  Mv  sister  nn.l  I  hml  two  Indian 
■-«-  u,  poll  our  slcls  for  us.  nn.Ho  guide  lliem  over  the  enisl.  whi.h 
Fj-hrs  like  a  mirror,  as  with  lightning  rnpidity  we  spee.1  fn.ni  one 
Wi-nl  to  another,  until  we  tinallv  reach  the  level  of  our  ouiel  street. 


-khHdge    Um    my    honore.1    father's 
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lodiaiM,  but  the  ac«lteml  remnants  of  (bat  bitter  companj  who  mored 
my  father  from  Northunpton. 

My  father  has  just  written  loliisown  father:  "My  wife  and  childrrti 
are  well  pleased  with  our  present  situation.  Thejr  like  the  place  far 
better  than  ihey  experted.  Here,  at  present,  we  live  in  peace;  whidi 
has,  of  a  lon^  lime,  been  unusual  to  us.  The  Indians  ttA  mucli 
pleased  with  our  family,  especially  my  wife." 

\'erj-  improper  aie  has  been  made  of  the  moneys  whieh  have  beca 
sent  here  by  \lr.  IIoIli!i.  tlie  English  patron  of  the  Indian  kJiooIs. 
The  individual  who  has  received  these  monet-s  has  had  no  k^mioI 
establlKhed,  and  kept  no  ref^lar  account  of  his  expenditures.  Tlie 
Indian  children  have  been  |>ermi(ted  to  grow  up  in  filth  and  ignorance. 
But  ai  this  man  has  married  into  the  family  of  a  resident  trustee,  all 
of  thw  is  covered  up.  But,  of  course.  Mr.  Edwards  fe«4i  bound  in 
duty  lo  communicate  the  facts  to  the  Boston  commiasioneTs. 

Miss  Sally  Prince  of  Boston,  whose  father  is  a  great  friend  of  my 
father's,  and  who  is  herself  a  great  friend  of  mine,  has  been  writing 
me  about  the  sports  of  the  winter  in  thai  city.  With  us  nmple  couittiy 
people,  the  chief  place  of  social  recreation  and  amusement  ia  Ibe 
■inging-school.  .  .  .  Sometimes,  indcetl,  we  have  sleighing  partica, 
and  thoK  who  love  dancing  finish  up  such  parties  with  a  sodal  iaaet. 
Though  my  honored  father  believes  that  such  customs  are  full  ct 
danger  to  young  people. 

Thi«  family  is  very  busy  making  lace  and  embroidery,  so  m  to 
replenish  the  household  treasury.  In  Northampton  mj  honand 
father  had  purchased  a  valuable  homestead,  with  land  for  fuel  «od 
pasturing,  and  had  erected  a  commodious  dwelling  bouse.  Tlieac 
hail,  by  our  exerci-iing  the  striciesi  econuny,  all  been  paid  for,  Man 
his  removal.  .Among  the  bitterest  of  our  experiences,  tbcTc(nf<e,  waa 
to  be  sent  roofless  and  homelens  to  a  wilderness.  .  .  .  He  haa  hlclf 
bad  a  hexagonal  table  built,  with  six  several  inclining  leavea,  ao  tbal 
he  can  have  his  IkhiIu  of  reference  before  his  eyes  all  at  OMe,  and 
can  leave  them  open  at  the  passage  where  he  leaves  off. 

A  new  MMiml  echoes  through  our  hills.  Every  Sabbath  dk^,  tmi 
every  lecture  day,  one  of  the  praying  Indians  ^i-iwa  a  i  mi  h  Adl.  !• 
call  the  people  to  worship.     Al  firvt  it  seemed  is  • 
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TUi  hm  jmt  hippoied  to  me:  Bev.  filr.  Bur,  of  KanA,  Vxtm- 
dnt  rf  the  New  Jtnej  College,  who  hu  vuited  our  houae  both  in 
Notttai^itan  tnd  Stoddnidge  for  nuuaj  jttat  —  m  k  little  gjri  I 
kcve  Tonyed  with  him  and  ut  on  hia  Up  —  raw  thii  A.  M.  to  take 
■■  wif  farakfvt  and  start  for  home  agiin,  betimes,  on  hotse-back 
to  the  Hndnn.  And,  as  it  was  1117  week  to  care  for  the  table,  I  had 
tpnad  the  bceakfaat  for  Um,  no  other  member  ti  the  family  harii^ 
7^  arim.  The  doth  was  as  white  as  snow,  for  1  had  taken  out  a 
huh  one  with  its  dean  andl,  for  the  occasica,  and  there  was  not  a 
ocase  in  h:  dte  room  was  full  at  the  aroma  of  the  freshly  made  left. 
I  had  adected  aome  of  the  last  caddy,  that  came  from  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Maee's  ti  Bostoo,  a  family  racj  dear  to  us.  "He  newly  diumed 
batter  waa  as  yellow  as  gold.  I  had  rtriled  it  and  stamped  it  with  my 
own  hands.  And  to  top  the  wh(^,  one  of  our  father's  deactHia,  an 
Infiao  who  knew  td  Mr.  Burr's  early  start,  had  brought  in  some  fish, 
fmUy  taken  from  the  Uousatonic.  Mr.  Burr  partook  with  the  greatest 
nfish.  keeping  up  a  current  ol  gracious  speech  every  moment;  and 
finally,  fixing  his  flashing  eyes  on  me,  as  I  sat  rapt  and  listening  at  the 
«(her  end  of  the  board,  he  abroptly  said :  "  Esther  Edwards,  last  night 
I  nade  bold  to  ask  your  honored  father,  if  I  can  gain  your  cimsent, 
that  1  mi^t  take  you  as  Mis.  Burr,  to  my  Newark  iMchelor's  quarters, 
sad  hdp  convert  them  into  a  Christian  hmne.  What  say  you?"  .  .  . 
I  wsa  wholly  unprepared  for  this  sudden  speech  and  blushed  to  my 
fan  and  looked  down,  and  stammered  out,  as  we  are  tau^t  to  say 
%m:  "If  it  [dease  the  Lord."  Though  when  we  came  to  sepante, 
I  voold  not  hdp  playfully  saving:  "Was  it  the  loaves  and  fishes,  Mr. 
Barr?"  He  lau^ied  and  kissed  me  for  the  first  time.  .  .  .  My  dear 
■sther  ^ipcaied  to  surmise  the  new  secret  td  my  life,  for  doubtless, 
Mr.  Edwards  had  told  her,  as  they  have  no  secrets  from  each  other, 
btit  said  nothing.  ...  I  could  not  help  asking  myself:  "Has  he  been 
vtiting  for  me  all  these  years  ?" 

The  pressure  of  duties  upon  Mr.  Edwards,  my  honored  father,  has 
ImB  su  great  that  it  seems  altnwt  impossible  for  him  to  endure  It. 
.  My  honored  mother  is  fearful  that  hiit  health  will  be  utterly 
Wokra  down.  Iitdeed,  he  already  has  the  symptoms  of  ague  and 
Ic*tr.  which  is  very  prevalent  in  these  new  settlements. 
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Thi*  in  my  lut  day  in  Stockbridgc.  in  Utb  dear  boow  with  017 
honored  mother  and  liaten.  The  orchardB  are  filled  with  apple- 
bloom,  as  for  a  bride.  Dear,  beautiful  Stockbridge:  the  nreclcat 
place  on  earth,  with  her  mountaina  tree-lopped  to  the  blue  tkiea,  her 
miniature  meadows  along  the  Housalonic.  where  the  Indiana  baTc 
their  picturesque  encampments. 

I  have  sometimes  essayed  a  dmcription  to  mjsdf  </  Mr.  Edwards. 
I^et  mr  do  it  again  btfortr  I  leave  my  father's  houae  tor  the  house  of 
my  husband.  His  face  Li  almost  womanly  in  refinement  and  realuiv. 
and  grace.  There  is  a  kind  of  sweet  sedalenesa,  an  elerated,  nfanoal 
rrlcMlial  semiily.  to  some,  perhaps,  severity  of  expression.  And  when 
he-  i.i  si>eaking  in  the  puli>it,  it  often  seems  that  his  voice  has  a  supcr- 
natiiral,  and  angrlic  tenderness  and  authority.  Hiere  is  in  his  utter- 
ance no  weakness  or  softness,  thou^  Jl  is  not  a  loud  Toice  nor  Terj 
masculine. 

Thr  gtHxl  man  who  has  rhoaen  me  for  his  bride  has  sent  a  yunng 
messenger  from  Newark,  with  two  horses,  to  conduct  my  haooccd 
mother  an<l  myiirlf  to  New  Jersey.  He  says  there  is  plenty  of  acfip- 
ture  for  it.  Did  nut  Isaac  thus  send  for  Rebekafa  ?  I  am  to  rid» 
Nimmd,  Mr.  Burr's  great  admiration  and  pride.  I  am  glad  to  go. 
...  1  h»|>e  it  is  not  wrong  to  feel  so.  I  had  to  Idas  the  baric  of  the 
elm  tree  that  Mlands  in  front  of  my  winilow,  and  where  I  hare  ao  aA«n 
walrhcil  the  returning  robins,  aa  they  built  their  nnia  and  reared  ibor 
ytHing.  and  then  taught  them  to  fly  away;  and  now  I  am  to  stretch  my 
wingi  an<t  gi>.  after  their  example. 

This  day  I  was  married  to  the  man  who  has  choaen  me  for  his 
helpmate  in  the  Ixinl.  ...  He  is  my  senior  in  yean,  but  is  young  mad 
elastic  in  Kpiril.  full  of  Chri.nlian  enteqirise.  I'hough  short  in  statnre. 
roniparrd  with  my  honored  father,  who  is  very  tall;  and  though  vt  • 
delicate  frame  like  my  father,  he  is  all  energy  and  seal,  moiniig  bn* 
and  Ihrre  and  everi-«-here,  almost  like  a  flash  cl  light.  And  yd  ha 
i-  modest  and  unassuming;  though  everywhere  at  hi*  eaac:  caurtiBBi 
tiK>.  and  obliging  to  all. 

My  hii^ltand,  Mr.  Hurr.  ha.*  persuaded  me  to  take  up  Latia  wM 
him.      I  ha<)  leamiil  it  a  little  in  Mir  home  at  Not  ' 
therr  was  much  teaching  of  the  dasMcs. 
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A  ha  ht^  ■  yt  vAvAnuot  to  mj  mo]  ttMlB^  to  bnr  agMo  Mr. 
■Am^  ^7  henond  bAsr,  fran  die  pu^it  I  alill  tUnk  then  b 
■oai  tkm  Mm.  .  .  .  Tian  «n  thoH  in  two  ooatiiMnta  who  honor  aad 
ntvni  Ih  aanei  ttoo^  Northimpton,  in  her  worldlj  pride,  cait  him 
oirt  aad  ifwt  upon  lam.  ...  I  ihall  yet  live  to  eee  how  humbly  loaie 
^  thoaa-  peofile  wiU  letum  with  confeeeioo  and  tear*.  Tbou^  thii 
■  Bot  beeomng  in  s  minirter's  dMigfater  and  «  mini«ler'a  wif e^ 

flqwirtimw  out  cohmd  man,  Hany,  who  ■■  Toy  conceited  abont  hit 
ioM  m  •  limiiimii.  drivee  Mr.  Burr  od  hii  tripe,  but  at  this  efaann  ol 
dw  year,  the  loada  an  eo  nnaettled,  Mr.  Buir  pitltn  the  aaddlb 

I  have  had  a  sweet  and  predoue  letter  from  my  own  dear  and  honond 
■olbar,  fuD  of  aympathy  and  a[^)redation.  .  .  .  Thie  was  in  anewer 
b  a  IcMcr  in  which  I  had  intimated  a  h^ipy  secret,  wbidi  is  ^addemng 
•^Newaifc  hooie. 

Tite  first  year  of  my  married  life  I  often  found  mysdf  comparing 
Ht-  BntT,  my  good  husband,  with  Mr.  Edwards,  my  honored  father. 
.  .  -  I  think  my  father  more  impressive  and  solemn:  but  Mr.  Burr 
■a  oMMe  ingratiating  and  captivating;  has  mon:  of  what  pc<^ie  call 
eloqoeMce.  My  honrnvd  father  has  such  rigid  and  intense  earnestness, 
that  be  is  led  almost  to  scchu  all  adornment  of  discourse.  While  of 
kle  yeaia,  writing  on  his  abstract  treatises,  and  pmching  largely  to 
the  Indiana  of  Stockbridge,  who  are  but  little  demonstrative,  he  baa 
p«wn  more  and  more  cardeas  of  outward  grace.  Besides,  he  is  I7 
Mr.  Burr's  nature  seems  to  buEMe  up  aad 
into  expression.  .  .  .  Since  1738,  b^inning  with  his  twenty- 
tUrd  year,  be  has  been  pastor  here. 

This  day  is  the  appointed  day  for  our  wood  carting.  The  farmers 
ia  our  paiiah  bring  load  after  load  of  wood  from  the  parsonage  lot. 
sad  it  is  duippei  up  in  the  yard  and  made  ready  for  the  fire-place. 
Sach  a  day  of  confusion  it  has  been!  Such  a  noise  of  driving  oxen,  I 
bcpe  we  may  never  have  for  a  twelve  month  at  least. 

Serf  week  the  Presbjiery  is  to  sit  here,  and  it  is  expected  they  will 
fimiiis  Mr.  Burr  from  the  church  and  congrtgelion.  to  give  himself 
■belly  to  the  care  of  the  college.  It  is  a  se\-ere  atrain  upon  us  all. 
Par  here,  as  I  have  said  before,  he  is  almost  idolized. 

EstroDcly  hurried  prqwrationa  for  the  Presbytery.    Tuesday  pro- 
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^Hded  m  dinner  and  nobody  came  until  afternoon.  Eoougb  to  tij  a 
body's  patience.  In  the  evening  thoy  came  thick  and  faat.  Tite 
PratbyXery  sat  on  our  affairs  and  adjourned  till  Januaiy.  Our  people 
are  in  a  great  pickle.    Some  td  tiiem  show  a  vtry  bad  ipirit. 

I  have  written  to  Miss  Prince  of  Boston  to  please  procure  for  me 
the  f<dlowing  things:  6  fan  mounts,  two  good  onea  for  ivoiy  stidu,  two 
black  and  white  and  two  white  ones:  )  pound  gum  arabic,  one  large 
pencil  and  one  short  one.  one  dozen  of  short  cake  pans,  my  milk-pot 
altered  lu  aome  shape  or  other,  a  pair  of  curat  beads,  some  cod-fiah. 
patterns  at  caps.  Send  me  word  how  (o  cut  rufHea  and  faandkerchM*; 
send  word  how  they  make  gowns.     I  send  by  Ntr.  Burr. 

Ju.it  now  I  received  a  letter  with  a  black  seal,  but  it  contuBcd 
blacker  news.  Governor  Belcher  is  dead:  died  this  A.  M.  The 
righl(t>u!i  are  taken  away  from  the  evil  lu  eome.  This  is  such  a  kiM 
that  we  cannot  expect  to  have  made  up  in  a  Governor.  I  feel  quite 
sunk  with  llii«  and  other  bad  news.  His  Lordship  is  returning  to 
New  York,  and  then  Ilah^ax  will  be  taken  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Burr  has  not  relumed.     Heavy  news  Mr.  Bek^er's  death  wiH 

be  to  him. 

Sally  has  got  pretty  hearty  again  and  is  not  much  vt  a  baby:  affects 
to  be  thought  a  woman.  Nothing  she  scums  more  than  to  be  told  die 
i.i  a  child  or  baby.  V\'e  arc  about  sending  her  to  school,  but  Mr.  Borr 
rv|H-cl»  she  will  prove  a  numb  head.  Bui  for  my  part,  I  think  her 
alHMit  niidilling  in  all  accounts.  She  grows  thinner  and  more  shap* 
able.  I  have  taken  her  to  meeting  and  she  behaves  very  well,  and  caa 
give  a  goul  account  of  what  papa  does  there.  She  can  wy  mow  of 
I>r.  Watts'  vrrMni  by  heart  and  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  aooie  other 
prayers.     But  »he  is  not  over  B(>1  about  the  matter. 

Aaron  Li  a  hitle.  ilirty.  noisy  buy,  ver^'  different  from  Sally  ■hnnl 
in  eviTithing.  He  begins  to  talk  a  little,  is  very  sly.  i  " " 
has  more  sprighllinens  than  Sally.  I  must  say  he  u  h 
not  to  good  tem|»ered.  He  is  very  molute  and  reqinrea  a  good  gor- 
emor  to  bring  him  lu  terms. 

My  dear  husband.  Mr.  Burr,  ii  preparing  a  funeral  (fiaeome  h 
memory  of  Guvcmur  Belcher,  uf  Klitabethtown.  who  died  Aggort  SI. 
1  have  bcaougfal  hiro  to  spare  hirosetf  the  undertakii^.    To'ikgr  ha 
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tm  hem  ^i  Hiim  the  Mmoo  rady,  wid  to-morrow  he  will  ride  f oitj 

■iki  to  ddnr  it,  when  he  ihould  be  iTing  upoa  k  nek  bed  and  nuned 

»ia  the  gratcit  cam  «t  home.    I  fear  the  wotst 

Mr.  Boir  has  retained,  but,  ahu.  hia  fever,  whicli  waa  at  fiiat  an 

iBicnnHcnt  kind,  hai  eettled  into  cne  affecting  the  brain,  and  lie  ia 

■neh  of  the  time  in  tkCrium. 

Hj  kiaa,  ahaO  I  att(nq>t  to  deacribe  it?    God  onlf  can  know. 

mat  can  be  written  to  aet  forth  the  affliction  of  a  poor  diaconatriata 

widow  and  two  fatherieas  ones  ?    I  hare  loat  aD  that  could  be  desired 

B  a  creatare.    I  have  loat  all  that  I  ever  set  mj  heart  on  in  this  world. 

Sly  honored  father's  letter  was  so  affectionate;  comforting,  and 

irfn^ing,  that  I  ahall  transcribe  it  in  ray  journal: 

„    J        ...  Stocmridoe.  Not.  90,  1757. 

Hj'  dear  dau^ter: 

I  thank  jou  tar  your  most  comfortable  letter;  but  tnon  especially 
would  I  thank  God  that  He  has  granted  you  such  thoughts  to  write. 
How  good  and  kind  is  your  Heavenly  Father!  .  .  .  Peipetual  sunsbitie 
n  Dot  usual  in  this  world,  even  to  God's  true  saints.  But  I  hope  if 
God  should  hide  His  face  in  some  respect,  even  this  will  be  in  faith- 
fafatcas  to  you,  to  purify  you,  and  fit  you  for  yet  further  and  better 
iKht  .  .  . 

Timmy  is  oxisidetmbly  better,  though  yet  very  weak.  We  all  unite 
■  lore  to  you,  Lucy,  and  your  cliildren.  Your  mother  is  very  willing 
Id  leave  Lucy'a  cotning  away  wholly  to  you  and  to  her.     I  am,  your 


WMt  tender  and  affectionate  father. 


Jonathan  Edwards. 


I  most  copy  this  letter,  too.  from  my  dear  widowed  mother  to  poor 
oidowcd  me;  yes,  and  my  two  fatherless  ones: 

w    ,         , ., ,  Stockbmdge,  April  3,  1758. 

My  dear  chiU:  '^ 

A  holy  and  a  good  God  has  covered  nie  with  a  dark  cloud.  O  that 
«r  may  kiss  the  rod,  and  lay  our  hands  upnn  our  mouths!  The  I.^rd 
t«)  dodc  it.  lie  has  made  me  adore  His  goodness,  that  we  have  had 
liim  M  long.  But  my  (iod  livrs  and  He  has  my  heart.  O  what  a 
IrCM?  my  husband  and  your  father  has  left  ua.  Vie  are  all  given  to 
'iod.  and  there  I  am,  and  love  to  be. 

Your  ever  affectionate  mother, 

Sarah  Edward8. 
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Dr.  Rankin  died  in  1904.  Who  has  possession 
of  the  "diaiy  yellow  with  age"  is  not  known,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  ever  be  published  in 
full. 

No  mention  is  made  in  "Esther  Burr's  JoumaP* 
that  Miss  Esther  had  a  lover  before  the  advent  <^ 
the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr;  in  fact,  the  following  words 
occur  in  her  supposed  diary:  "I  am  only  seventeen 
and  I  had  not  receive<l  such  attention  from  any 
person,"  but  Miss  Cran'ford,  in  a  most  interesting 
work,  devotes  a  chapter  to  "The  Wooing  of  Esther 
Edwards"  (34). 

Of  Ihp  )>MUliful  fki&ily  life  of  Ihr  Edwudaea  we  ckteh  Mrenl 
fhaiming  |[lini)Mni  from  the  diary  of  the  Rev.  Josrph  Emenoa,  cf 
Eaut  PepiMTpell.  MamachuM-tti.  T<-n  t4iildren,  »  fair  proporticM)  of 
tfaem  girLi,  had  rome  lu  bleu  the  union  of  thne  two  iwly  idealistic 
HIHrita,  and  with  un<-  <if  th<«c  the  Ri-v.  JuM^h  Einnsaa  fell  despermlelT 
in  lovr,  when  in  thr  courae  of  a  irturn  journey  after  Yale  commnicc- 
mrat  be  utayn)  for  a  few  dan  at  Northampton .  I'nder  date  of  Sep- 
tember IT.  1T4H,  wf  find  in  Mr.  Knienon'ti  journal  thii,  bk  fint 
refermce  In  Ibe  family  <if  hi:*  beloved  one:  "In  Wethemfield  we  net 
with  Mr.  Ktlwardn,  uf  NoKhainplon,  and  concluded  to  fp>  boote  with 
liiin  the  t>i-)(inning  uf  next  week  by  ibe  leave  of  Protidemv.  We 
iit<i|>|ied  anil  dinni  al  Ilarifonl  and  c'allrd  at  Windsor  up«a  Mr.  Ed- 
ward*. fathiT  to  Mr.  Edwanln  of  Northampton,  where  we  wet«  over 
|>miUMl«l  to  tarri-  <iver  the  Sablwth.  .   .  . 

"Tueii.  80.     Arriviil  al  Nurthaniplon  before  night. 

"Wed.  tl.  S|M-nt  the  day'vrrA'  pli-a.iantly:  the  itK»t  agrenble 
family  I  waa  r\-er  ar<|iiairitrd  with:  nmih  iJ  the  pmnice  of  God  berc 

"Sal.  (M.  1-  I  wrote  two  lelten  in  the  f<tfenoon.  ant  to  Hr 
Kilwanla  of  Norlhamptim.  the  other  to  hi^  wrond  daughter,  ■  **>? 
«le>ir(>u>i  (leRHin  to  whuni  I  propose,  by  <livine  leave,  to  inake  m^ 
addmiMa.     May  the  Ixird  direct  me  in  so  important  an  affair!" 

W'hal  aiuwrr  Mr.  Emerwin  reeeivnl  lo  his  letter,  the  diair  doM  BOt 
ti-II,  but  one  fanries  that  it  was  not  altogether  encaura((ing.  Yet  «■ 
thr  prinnple  that  faint  heart  never  won  fair  lady,  we  find  Ibe  IVfynl 
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larfrtv  NaB  ^Mng  ant  ^un  for  Northuiplao.  to  plead  in  penoo 
tm  Mt  wMi  tbe  giri,  tlm  <mfy  Utaea  jmn  old.  iriu>  had  c«ptinl«l 
Ui  ttmey,    Tbe  diaiy  nadi: 

"Hob.  Nor.  T.    Set  out  KKiie  tiiDe  brfora  dmj  tm  a  jaumij  to 
HMlfcim|iliiiilii  liiilMiiliiMrilliiii  rilaiiililii  liiat  iif  Mtiiwfn 

"Wed.  •.  Got  irfa  to  Northamptoa:  obtained  tbe  fibo^  «f  the 
boMe,  .  .  . 

"llwi.lO.  I^MBtdurfclthedarvithHistnMEriher.inwbaae 
eo^asf  Ibe  more  I  am  die  greato-  value  I  have  for  bcr. 

"Frid.  11.  The  joung  btd;  bong  obliged  to  be  from  booie,  I  apaA 
the  daf  bi  oofijuig  oiff  eomelliii^  wmerkahle  Mr.  Edwards  hath  latelj 
lecdwd  Creoi  Scotland.  Spent  the  evemng  vith  KCstreai  Eather. 
"Sat.  It.  Spent  part  ti  the  day  upon  the  bunneaa  I  came  aboiit. 
"Hob.  14.  I  could  not  obtain  from  the  young  lady  the  leaat 
Mcoanganart;  the  chirf  objectioo  ihe  makes  is  her  youth,  whidi  I 
hope  win  be  nmoved  with  time.  I  hope  the  diMppointment  will  be 
■iiiliPinl  to  me,  and  that  the  Lord  will  by  his  providence  order  it  so 
that  (his  will  be  my  companion  for  life.  I  think  I  have  followed 
Proridence,  not  gene  b<fc«e  it." 

Yet  tUs  Bev,  Joseph  Emerson  was  not  a  lover  to  be  despised.  He 
iDBedf  came  of  a  priestly  family,  and  one  ot  hu  line  afterwards  made 
Coaeard  as  famous  as  Jcmathsn  Edwards  had  made  Northamptcm. 
IVm^  but  twenty'four  at  the  lime  he  went  forth  in  the  hope  of 
bringing  botne  Esther  Edwards  as  his  bride,  he  had  already  been  to 
iMiUbutg  ai  diaplain  of  Sir  William  Pepperell's  expedition,  and  had 
preached  for  some  time  in  the  town  he  had  caused  to  be  named  in 
hooor  cl  that  doughty  warrior.  That  his  love  for  Esther  Edwards, 
tkn  a  maiden  of  fifteen,  had  in  it  something  of  the  exaltation  to  be 
AMrred  in  her  father's  love  for  her  mother,  we  cannot  doubt.  Cer- 
tiialy  it  was  only  after  repeated  rebuffs  from  the  girl  and  strenuous 
■tniggles  with  himself  that  this  countiy  parson  ceased  to  press  hb 
nit.  and  reluctantly  gave  up  for  all  time  whatever  hope  he  may  have 
ffcwiihed  that  Enther  Edwards  would  tell  him  "yes." 

Tbe  entries  in  the  diary  continue  for  many  months  to  dwell  upon 
b  derirc  of  (his  godly  youth's  heart. 

"Thurs.  Nov.  17.  J  came  home  to  my  lodgings.  I  was  consid' 
ntblv  mrlanchoty  under  my  disappointment  at  Northampton;  con- 
thded  notwithstanding,  by  leave  of  Providence,  to  make  another  trial 
■  Ibe^ning. 
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"Sftt.  19.  So  ducompoBcd  I  could  not  atud^.  I  couM  not  have 
thought  thftt  what  I  have  Ulely  mri  with  would  have  hftd  thia  tStct. 
The  Lord  h*lh  put  me  in  «  vei;  good  school.  I  hope  I  ahall  pmfit 
by  it. 

"Mod.  Un.  5.  I  wrote  two  letters  to  Northwnpton,  ooe  to  dear 
MbtrMs  Esther  Edwuds.  who  I  Bud  ingraaaeth  loo  m»nj  of  my 
tho'ls,  )'et  some  g^immtfring  at  hope  supporied  my  spirits. 

"S«l.  March  II.  Bead  something.  Received  a  letter  from  Mn. 
Sarsh  Edwards  who  entirely  discourages  me  from  taking  a  joumej 
there  to  aec  her  daughter,  who  is  so  near  lay  heart.  I  am  disappointed. 
Ilie  Lord  leach  me  lo  profit;  mmy  I  be  resigned." 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  while  this  good  jroulh  waa 
suffering  so  snerrly  from  the  pangs  of  diu^potnted  love,  thinp  wete 
altugiHher  e»ay  and  happy  in  that  family  whii^  occupied  his  tboughls. 
Mn.  Edwards'  journal  about  this  date  b«rtrays  occasional  appreltea> 
nuns.  For  though  the  church  at  Northampton  was  uodoubledlj  Toy 
proud  of  its  gifted  pastor,  the  crowds  still  hung  upon  his  lipa,  thov 
was  brewing,  just  at  this  time,  one  of  those  curious  church  diaai  niiiwii 
lo  be  condoned  only  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years  that  tme  can  see 
both  sittes  of  the  controversy.  Up  to  the  year  1744  Mr.  Edwanb 
retained  a  firm  hold  upwi  the  confidence  and  affections  of  his  pea|)lfc 
During  that  year  wan  sown  the  seed  that  ripened  into  boatili^  sad 
ultimately  led  lo  his  dismissal. 


CHAPTEB  Vn 

COLONEL  AABON   BUBB 

IT  is  not  intended  at  this  time  to  devote  much 
Bpaoe  to  a  consideration  of  the  life,  character, 
md  deeds  ct  the  subject  of  this  chapter.  He  was 
caanected  with  so  many ,  important  events  in  the 
Uitoiy  of  the  Colonies  and  the  United  States,  and 
•0  many  forgotten  facts  have  been  discovered  since 
his  death,  that  a  proper  presentation  and  consider- 
ation of  them  could  not  be  given  in  a  single  volume. 
However  it  might  be  expanded,  such  a  work,  if 
vritten,  would  have  this  great  disadvantage  —  that 
the  different  epochs  in  his  life  would  be  merged  in 
I  continuous  story,  and  when  that  was  completed, 
h  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  for  the  reader  to 
go  back  and  separate  the  circumstances  connected 
vith  any  one  epoch,  so  that  he  could  form  an  in- 
telligent judgment  of  it,  independent  of  other  con- 
nderations. 

For  this  reason,  in  writing  the  present  "Life  of 
Colonel  Aaron  Burr,"  and,  incidentally,  including 
many  events  in  the  lives  of  his  contemporaries,  it 
bis  been  deemed  best  to  forsake  the  usual  chrono- 
logioal  method  and  adopt  the  plan  of  presenting 
tis  life  by  the  chief  events  therein. 
Adopting  this  plan,  a  volume  will  be  devoted  to 
"The  Presidential  Tie  in  1800";  another  to  "The 
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Burr-Hamilton  Duel."  The  stoiy  of  "The  Blen- 
nerhassetts  and  the  Southwestern  Conspiracy"  will 
be  segregated,  so  far  as  possible,  from  other  events 
in  his  life.  "The  Heroes  of  the  Revolution"  will 
afford  a  medium  for  a  thorough  consideration  of 
his  military  life.  His  private  character  will  be  con- 
sidered in  a  volume  entitled  "Social  Life  During 
the  Revolution  and  the  Early  Days  of  the  Republic." 
Probably  no  American,  not  excepting  Washing- 
ton, has  had  so  much  space  devoted  to  him  by  biog- 
raphers and  historians,  or  has  been  made  more 
often  the  subject  of  articles  In  newspapers  and 
magazines,  as  Aaron  Burr.  Orators  have  dwelt 
upon  what  they  considered  to  be  his  virtues  and 
his  vices,  and  the  number  of  works  of  fiction  and 
romance  in  which  he  has  figured  as  the  principal 
character  far  exceed  those  devoted  to  any  other 
American.  Selections  from  them  will  form  a  vol- 
ume to  l>e  entitled  "Aaron  Burr  in  Literature." 
The  present  trend  of  thought  as  regards  him  will 
l>e  fully  considered  in  a  volume  entitled  "A  Cen- 
tur}'  Later."  From  the  great  mass  of  material 
collected  from  all  available  sources  will  then  be 
presented  the  consensus  of  opinion  regarding  Burr 
iLs  a  husband,  father,  gentleman,  soldier,  lawyer, 
|M>litician.  and  .statesman.  This  volume  will  contain 
not  only  the  opinion.s  of  his  l>est  friends,  but  those 
of  his  most  bitter  enemies.  The  final  volume  will 
(imsider  "Aaron  Burr  —  the  Man."  All  that  has 
l>een  said,  and  probably  all  that  could  be  said,  to 
hU  detriment  will  I>e  presented.  It  will  then  de- 
volve n|K>n  the  author  of  this  volume  to  sum  up 
the  evidence  and  present  it  to  the  American  public. 
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wbidi  will  be  catted  upon  as  a  grand  juiy  to  regis- 
ter the  final  verdict  on  the  grandson  of  Jonathan 
Edwards.  The  last  volume  witl  include  a  full  pres- 
entation of  authorities  and  references  made  use  of 
in  all  the  volumes,  a  topical  index,  a  bibliography 
of  all  works  and  articles  relating  to  Colonel  Burr, 
and  biographical  sketches  of  those  persons  whose 
ideas,  opinions,  or  knowledge  have  been  made  use 
of  or  referred  to  in  the  previous  volumes. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  the  reader  of  the  present 
volume  if  the  principal  events  in  the  life  of  Colonel 
Burr  were  not  presented  in  some  form.  For  that 
reason  it  has  laeen  deemed  best  to  provide  a  con- 
densed summary,  a  chronological  record,  or  what 
mipht  he  appropriately  called  a  bird's-eye  view  of 
h.is  life,  covering  tlie  period  from  1756  to  1836. 

Mr.  William  Eleroy  Curtis,  in  his  work  entitled 
"The  True  Thomas  Jefferson,"  presents  what  he 
calls  "A  Jeffersonian  Calendar."  Following  the 
same  analogy,  there  is  presented  herewith 

A  BURRI.\N  CALENDAR 

1756.  Aaron  Burr,  Jr.,  was  born  February  6,  at 

Newark,  N.  J. 

1757.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  died  Sep- 

tember 44,  aged  forty-one  years. 

1758.  His    motlier,    Airs.    Esther    Edwards    Burr, 

daughter  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
died  .-\pril  7,  aged  twenty-six  years. 
1769.  He  entered  Princeton  College  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  and  during  his  college  days  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  brightest  scholars. 
He  took  the  junior  prize  for  Englisli,  and 
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also  received  the  second  prize  for  reading 
Latin  and  Greek. 

1771.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Cleosophic 

Society,  which  was,  in  reality,  a  debating 
club.  While  at  college  he  wrote  a  num- 
ber of  orations;  among  them  one  on 
**  Style/*  a  second  on  **The  Passions/'  and 
a  third  on  ""An  Attempt  to  Search  the 
Origin  of  Idolatry,"  and  other  subjects. 

1772.  lie  was  graduated  at  Princeton  College  at 

the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

He  did  not  receive  either  of  the  high 
honors  on  his  graduation  in  1772.  He 
delivered  a  Commencement  oration  on 
•*  Castle  Building." 

James  Madison,  Jr.,  afterwards  fourth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1771,  and  at  the 
time  Burr  was  graduated,  Jonathan 
Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  member 
of  tlie  sophomore  class. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  1780,  that 
James  Roosevelt,  of  New  York,  delivered 
the  valedictory  oration  (35). 

1773.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  visited  the 

Rev.  Joseph  Bellamy,  D.D.,  an  intimate 
friend  of  his  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Jona- 
than Edwards,  and  a  classmate  of  his 
father*  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr,  and  com- 
menc*ed  a  course  of  readings  on  religious 
topics,  lie  devottxl  fnnn  sixteen  to  eigh- 
teen hours  a  day  to  his  studies,  but,  be- 
coming dissatisfied  in  the  spring  of  1774» 
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he  gave  up  his  .studies,  expressing  the 
opinion  that  "the  road  to  Heaven  was 
open  to  all  alike." 

1774.  He  began  the  study  of  law  with  hl.4  brother- 

in-law,  Tappan  Ueeve,  Esq.,  at  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  being  then  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

1775.  He   enlisted    in    the   Continental    Army    at 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  July,  and  joined 
llie  expedition  to  Quebec  in  September. 
He  was  then  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
was  sent  by  General  Benedict  Arnold  to 
convey  a  message  to  General  Richard  Monl- 
gomei^',  by  whom  he  was  made  a  cap- 
tain. On  December  SI,  according  to 
reliable  authorities.  Captain  Burr  carried 
Genera!  Montgomei^'s  body  off  the  field, 
after  the  failure  of  tiie  assault  upon  Que- 
bec. He  was  afterwards  made  Brigade- 
Major  by  Creneral  Arnold. 

1776.  Major    Burr   distinguished    himself    in    the 

Battle  of  Long  Island,  and  rescued  the 
brigade  of  General  Knox,  September  16. 

1776.  Major  Burr  was  made  aide  to  General 
Washington  and  joined  his  military  fam- 
ily May  SO.  He  resigned  his  position  as  he 
desired  more  active  work  in  Uie  army. 

1776.  Major  Burr,  after  resigning  his  position  as 
aide  to  General  Washington,  became  aide 
to  General  Israel  Putnam,  being  recom- 
mended by  Governor  Hancock,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  was  a  great  favorite  with 
the  General. 
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1776.  Major  Burr  discovered  that  Miss  Margaret 

Monerieffe  was  a  British  spy.  Under 
the  guise  of  painting  flowers,  she  had 
copied  the  whole  plan  of  our  fortresses 
and  had  sent  them  to  General  Howe. 
Major  Burr  discovered  this,  and  although 
friendly  to  Miss  Monerieffe,  showed  his 
fidelity  to  his  country  by  reporting  the 
same  to  General  Putnam.  Miss  Mon- 
crieflFe  was  at  once  removed  from  New 
York  and  sent  to  Kings  Bridge. 

1777.  Major  Aaron   Burr  was  appointed   lieuten- 

ant-colonel of  Malcolm's  regiment  located 
at  Ramapo,  N.  J.,  at  that  time  being 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 
1777.  In  September,  Colonel  Burr  led  his  soldiers 
to  victory  in  the  Battle  of  Paramus,  N.  J., 
distinguishing  himself  with  great  honor 
and  capturing  a  large  number  of  the 
British.  It  was  the  first  engagement  in 
which  he  was  in  sole  command,  and  it 
was  his  first  victory. 

1777.  While  the  Continental  Army  was  encamped 

at  Valley  Forge,  Colonel  Burr  was  de- 
tailed to  take  command  at  **the  Gulf'*; 
while  there  a  mutiny  took  place  which 
was  quickly  suppressed  by  Colonel  Burr. 

1778.  In  the  Battle  of   Monmouth   Colonel   Burr 

commanded  a  brigade.  His  horse  was 
shot  under  him,  and  he  was  prostrated  by 
the  heat,  which  brought  on  the  complaint 
which  obliged  him  eventually  to  resign  from 
the  army  on  account  of  ill-health. 
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1778.  Cdonel  Burr  was  placed  in  chaige  of  ''The 

lines''  in  Westchester  County,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  Gren.  Alexander  McDougall. 
While  there  he  suppressed  the  outrages 
of  the  Cowboys  and  Skinners  and  re- 
stored order,  in  which  work  his  predeces- 
sors had  failed,  as  did  his  successors. 

1779.  He  surprised  and  captured  the  British  gar- 

rison of  a  block-house,  and  later  drove 
back  General  Tiyon,  who  contemplated 
a  raid  into  Connecticut. 
1779.  Colonel  Burr,  on  March  10,  resigned  his 
position  in  the  army  on  account  of  ill- 
health.  At  the  request  of  General  Mac- 
Dougall  he  made  his  way  through  the 
enemies'  lines  and  delivered  a  verbal 
message  to  General  Washington. 

1779.  While  visiting  some  friends  in  New  Haven, 

although  in  poor  health,  he  still  had  the  fire 
of  American  patriotism  burning  within 
him,  and  when  the  British  arrived,  July 
6,  he  rallied  the  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  volunteered  to  take  command 
against  the  British.  He  was  then  out  of 
the  army,  his  resignation  having  been 
accepted  by  the  Commander-in-chief. 

1780.  Burr  resumed  the  study  of  law  with  Judge 

William  Paterson,  of  Princeton,  N.  J., 
who  later  in  life  became  Governor  of  the 
State.  Burr  was  then  twenty-four  years 
of  age. 

1781.  In   the  spring   he   removed   to  Haverstraw, 
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N.  Y.,  and  studied  law  with  TlioiDas 
Smith,  Esq.  In  the  autumn  he  left 
Haverstraw  for  Albany,  with  a  view  of 
being  admitted  to  the  bar. 
1789.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Januaiy  19, 
being  nearly  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

1782.  On  the  2d  of  July  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 

Theodosia  Prevosl,  of  Paramus,  N.  J. 

1783.  In  the  autumn  he  removed  from  Albany  to 

New  York  City,  engaging  in  the  practice 
of  law. 

1784.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  York 

State  Legislature. 

1785.  Mr.  Burr  was  in  the  New  York  State  L^s- 

lature  when,  on  the  25th  of  Februaiy-,  a 
bill  was  pending  for  the  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery  within  the  State  of  New  York. 
It  provided  that  all  negroes  bom  after 
the  date  of  its  passage  should  be  free  men. 
Mr.  Burr  moved  to  amend  that  slaveiy 
should  be  entirely  abolished.  Ilts  amend- 
ment being  lost,  he  voted  for  the  bill  as 
reported. 

1 785-1 788.  Mr.  Burr  remained  out  of  politics, 
devoting  his  time  to  his  l^al  practice, 
which  was  extensive  and  lucrative.  The 
education  of  his  daughter  Theodosia,  and 
the  two  sons  of  Mrs.  Prevost  Burr,  was 
delightful  employment  for  him  during 
these  years. 

1789.  Mr.  Burr  was  appointed  Attorney-General 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

1791.     The    Hon.    Aaron    Burr    took    his   seat   u 
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United  States  Senator  on  the  4th  of  March, 
being  thir^-five  years  of  age. 
I7M.  The  Hon.  Aaron  Burr,  while  still  Senator, 
was  the  choice  of  his  parly,  in  the  United 
States  Senate  and  House,  as  Ambassador  to 
FVance.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Theodosia  Frevost 
Burr,  died  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

1796.  Hon.  Aaron  Burr,  white  Senator,  received 

thirty  electoral  votes  at  the  Presidential 
election,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
John  Adams  as  President,  and  Thomas 
Jefferson  as  Vice-President. 

1797.  The  Hon.  Aaron  Burr  developed  the  Man- 

hattan Banking  Company. 

1798.  The  Hon.   Aaron   Burr,   having  finished  his 

term  of  six  years  as  United  States  Senator, 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Assembly 
for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  by 
the  Democratic  parly. 

1799.  The  Hon.  Aaron  Burr  fought  a  duel  with 

John  B.  Church,  at  Hoboken,  N.  J., 
September  2,  which  was  the  outcome  of 
erroneous  statements  made  by  Mr.  Church 
relative  to  Colonel  Burr.  Neither  was 
hurt,  and  the  difference  between  them 
was  harmoniously  settled. 

1799.  The   Hon.   Aaron    Burr   was   again   elected 

lo  llic  New  York  State  Legislature,  and 
supported  tlie  law  of  that  year  by  which 
slavery  was  utterly  abolished  within  the 
State  of  New  York. 

1800.  The   Ifon.   Aaron    Burr   was   elected   Vice- 

president  of  the  United  States. 
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1801.  On  the  4th  of  March  the  Hon.  Aaron  Burr 
became  Vice-president  of  the  United  States 
and  took  his  seat  as  President  of  the 
United  States  Senate. 

1801.  His   daughter,    Theodosia,    was   married    to 

Colonel  Joseph  Alston,  of  Georgetown, 
S.  C. 

1802.  His  grandson,  Aaron  Burr  Alston,  was  bom 

June  29. 

1804.  The  Hon.  Aaron  Burr  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Governorship  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  but  was  defeated  by  the  Hon. 
Morgan  Lewis. 

1804.  The  trouble  between  Aaron  Burr  and  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  came  to  a  climax  in  this 
year.  The  interchange  of  letters,  which 
have  become  famous,  took  place  between 
June  18  and  July  3,  and  finally  led  up 
to  the  duel. 

1804.  Burr  and  Hamilton  fought  a  duel  at  Wee- 

hawken,  N.  J.,  July  11.  Hamilton  w*as 
mortally  wounded. 

1805.  The   Hon.    Aaron    Burr   presided,   as   Pres- 

ident of  the  Senate,  at  the  trial  of  Judge 
Samuel  Chase,  who  was  found  not  guilty 
of  the  charges  made  against  him,  March  1. 

1805.  Burr  bade  farewell  to  the  United  SUtes 
Senate.  Resolutions  were  passed  express- 
ing, in  the  most  exalted  terms,  approval 
of  his  conduct  as  President  of  the  Senate. 

1805.  Burros  ac*c|uaintance  with  the  Blennerhas- 
setts  began  in  the  month  of  December. 

1805-1807.     Burr's   connection   with   the   Mexican 
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project,  or  what  is  known  as  the  South- 
western Conspiracy,  took  j^aoe  in  these 
years. 

807.  Burr  was  arrested  in  Alabama,  Februaiy 
19.  He  was  placed  on  trial  for  high 
treason  and  misdemeanor.  The  trial  was 
held  at  Richmond,  August  5,  before  the 
Hon.  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall,  and 
a  verdict  of  "Not  Guil^"  was  rendered 
September  1. 

1808.  The  Hon.  Aaron  Burr  sailed  for  Europe 
June  7. 

1808-1812.  The  Hon.  Aaron  Burr  was  abroad  in 
Europe,  during  which  time  he  visited 
England,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland, 
Germany,  and  France,  being  received  by 
the  nobUity  and  royalty,  and  making  the 
acquaintance  of  many  famous  men  and 
women,  including  the  Princess  Louise, 
who  became  the  mother  of  Emperor 
William  the  First,  of  Germany. 

1818.  Burr  returned  to  New  York,  via  Boston, 
from  Europe,  June  8.  He  immediately 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  in  an 
office  with  Colonel  Robert  Troup,  an 
old  army  friend. 

1812,  Burr's  grandson,  Aaron  Burr  Alston,  died 
June  30,  aged   ten  years. 

1814.  Burr's  daughter,  Mrs.  Theodosia  Alston, 
sailed  from  Georgetown,  S.  C,  December 
30,  on  the  pilot  l>oal  Patriot,  commanded 
by  Captain  Overstocks.  The  vessel  failed 
to  reach  port. 
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1812.  Burr  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of 
law  in  Nassau  Street. 

1812-1833.  Burr  devoted  all  his  time  to  his  legal 
practice.  The  Medcef-Eden  case,  which 
was  dropped  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  occu- 
pied a  great  deal  of  his  time.  He  reversed 
Mr.  Hamilton's  opinion  and  brought  the 
case  to  a  successful  climax,  restoring  the 
property  to  the  Misses  Eden,  who  were 
the  heiresses.  \MiiIe  conducting  the  case. 
Colonel  Burr  personally  attended  to  the 
education  of  the  ladies,  supplying  them 
with  funds  whereby  they  could  continue 
their  studies  until  he  had  recovered  their 
property. 

1833.  lion.  Aaron  Burr  was  married  to  Madame 
Jumel  on  the  1st  of  July,  being  at  that 
time  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  stricken  with  a  slight 
attack  of  paralysis. 

1836.  He  was  again  attacked  by  the  eventually 
fatal  malady.  Surrounded  by  many 
friends  and  relatives,  he  passed  away 
at  Mersereau's  Ferry  (now  Port  Rich- 
mond), Staten  Island,  New  York,  on 
Wednesday,  Septemlier  14,  aged  eighty 
years,  seven  months,  and  eight  days.  He 
was  buried  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  on  Friday, 
September  16,  in  the  cemetery  attached 
to  the  Princeton  College  grounds,  near 
the  graves  of  his  honored  grandfather, 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  and  hia 
father,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Burr. 


CHAPTER  VIII 

URS.   THEODOSIA   PREVOST  BURR 

IN  the  lives  of  Colonel  Aaron  Burr  by  Knapp, 
Davis,  Parton,  and  Merwin,  but  little  is  told 
of  the  ancestors  or  immediate  family  of  Mrs.  Theo- 
dosia  Prevost,  who  became  his  wife.  Diligent 
search  has,  however,  brought  to  light  much  authen- 
tic information  in  regard  to  her  and  her  family 
which  is  now  presented,  in  connected  form,  for  the 
Brst  time. 

How  unreliable  the  information  given  in  histories 
and  biographies  has  been  may  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that  for  a  hundred  years  and  more  she  has  been 
represented  as  the  wife  of  Gen.  Augustine  Prevost, 
when,  in  reality,  she  was  the  wife  of  his  brother. 
Bui  the  consideration  of  that  relationship,  and  its 
ending  by  the  death  of  her  husband,  must  be  de- 
ferred, while  we  go  back  to  the  days  when  Wolfe 
defeated  Montcalm  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham. 

Captain  Peter  Wraxall  married  Elizabeth  Still- 
«pll.  December  9,  1756,  He  was  in  garrison  at 
F(»rt  Edward  in  1757,  when  Fort  William  Henry 
was  left  to  its  fate  by  its  commander,  Webb,  and 
its  garrison  suffered  such  atrocities.  Captain  Wrax- 
all died  July  II.  1759. 

The  pages  of  historj'  no%v  tell  us  who  was  Mrs. 
Wraxall's  second  husband  (36): 
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John  Maunsell.  ■  soldirr  of  Wolfe's,  who  reu^ied  the  rank  ol 
lieuteaant-genenl,  w«a  ft  son  of  Rjchmrd  MautucU.  al  limerick,  M.  P.. 
from  1741-1761.  w)d  Jane,  daughter  ot  Richard  Walkr.  Ew)..  of 
Cutle  Waller,  County  Tipperaiy,  Ireland.  Ilia  grmndfather  waa 
Tbonuu,  who  married  a  daughter  ot  Sir  Tbeophilua  Eatoo.  One  ot 
his  brothers  waH  the  Rtv.  Vim.  MaunscU,  D.  D.  They  were  dncended 
from  a  x-ion  of  the  MaunselU  of  Burks,  who  seltlnl  in  Cork  in  lOOB. 
I'he  family  had  a  bnuich  in  (ilamorgan,  who  spelled  the  name  wiIImniI 
the  u.  They  have  a  tomb  in  Westniiiuter  Abbey,  in  Oie  north  aisle 
near  the  transept.  Among  them  were  Sir  Edward,  ot  Margmm,  fatlier 
of  Thomas  Lord  Mansell,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann;  and  WilKain, 
Bish(>[>  uf  Bath  and  Wells.  The  name  m  pronounced  by  all  aocording 
to  the  English  spelling.  It  has  always  been  distinguished  in  the 
church,  the  anny,  and  the  navy  by  eminent  namea. 

General  Maunsetl  e^xxised  for  hb  second  wife  Eliubeth  StillweO. 
widow  of  Captain  Prier  Wraxall,  which  the  r«y;iater  of  Trinity  Church 
reconLi  under  the  date  of  June  It.  1763.  She  was  (rf  mnarkaUe 
beauty,  as  her  |>ortrBil.  in  the  possesMon  of  the  family  of  the  late 
11.  MaunsrII  SihiefTelin,  tcHtifii's;  and  iihe  was  one  ot  "the  six  beautiful 
sisteni,"  daughters  of  Richard  Slillwell,  of  Shrewsbury,  and  Men^ 
Saniln,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  Clark,  mother  of  the  wife  of  Bish(i|> 
Mr»re,  and  ot  l^ly  Affleck,  the  moUier  of  Lady  Holland,  and  Mra. 
IV  VLsme,  mother  of  TheudiMa,  «nfe  of  Aaron  Burr,  who  was  tlie 
mother  (J  IlinMlusia  Burr  ALslon.  Her  first  husband  was  a  man  trf 
uiure  than  onlinar)-  cagiatity  and  a«)uirements,  and  held  a  l**^*^ 
pla«i-  ill  the  affairs  of  the  Prmincr  of  New  York,  especially  >■  the 
serrrtark'  fur  Indian  affairs  and  the  cxmfidential  friend  and  aialeslc- 
raroji  of  Sir  Wilham  Jiihnson.  a  relation  honorable  to  both  —  to  Su 
William  an  tnj.-<ling  ihia  virtu<Hu  and  u[>right  man  above  the  Tcnal  Mtd 
debaw-hnl  salellitea  aruiiiid  him,  and  to  Captain  Wraxall,  a 
liis  learning  aitd  ability  to  the  di(G<iill.  <langrrous,  and  d 
labors  of  Johnson  and  tlie  Iinlian  tHI>es. 

General  Maun»elt,  at  one  time,  reposed  gremt 
confitlenee  in  Colonel  Rurr,  hut  for  some  reason, 
nut  fully  explained  in  u  letter  to  hi.s  sister,  changed 
his  mind.  Hts  prognosticution,  in  one  respect. 
was  correct,  for  Colonel  Burr  did  not  go  to  Con- 
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ptm  nntfl  he  was  elected  United  SUtea  Senator  in 
1791  (87). 

A  lan«  ban  Uw  GtMml.  wkbeMed  to  hit  aste  "at  Oh  Ber.  Ifr. 
BtBJum  MoonV  Now  York."  dated  "LondoD,  Deeember  14,  ITSS." 
ii  iiilwtiiig  aa  allowing  hia  affecticaate  coiuidamtiaa,  ku  knowledge 
rf  aSnai.  In  pradmee  in  counad,  and  chicdjr  kia  *^'"tTT*y^  for 
OabBd  Bar,  lAo  had  raoentlj  mairied  a  ni«ca  ol  Mta.  Hanneell'a  — 
IVadiHa,  widow  of  Lieotanant-colond  Prcroat  of  the  Britiah  anay; 
aa^rtimcBt  wkidi,  it  ia  needloH  to  aaj,  the  faoocat  vetenn  had  oecaaoa 
la  Aaago,  "My  dear  wtar,"  he  wiote,  "Hr.  But  will  counad  jaa 
m  al  lUa.  I  hear  a  great  diarader  J  him,  and  I  think  Tlwo  waa 
hdty  IB  lOMting  ao  good  a  man.  Yoa  may  reat  awiucd  tkal  my  wits 
ead  aajadf  are  your  dnoereat  and  moat  disintaeatad  friends,  and  your 
hpiaiiiiai  ihall  he  our  flrrt  and  only  object  Cooault  Mr.  Bur  ooly, 
aboae  goodneM  will  induce  him  to  gire  you  the  best  advice."  Attar 
ifatir  return  to  New  York  in  17S4,  they  made  thdr  hcHue  at  11  Broad- 
waj. 

Major-genersl  Maunaell  waa  promoted  Lieutenant-general  October 
It,  17B3.  He  had  been  abroad  the  previous  year,  whence  he  aent  a 
kUcr  to  hia  niece.  Miss  Watkins.  so  characteriiitic  «l  the  dd  soldier, 
•itk  gKnts  cl  Irish  humor,  irony,  and  banter,  honest  and  sincere,  and 
ntkal  io  dianged  in  its  estimate  ol  Aaron  Burr,  that  it  deserves  to  be 
pna  in  ftdl: 

"A  thousand  thanks  for  your  letter  al  the  16th  January,  which  canM 
ta  my  hands  oo  the  16th  Februaiy,  accompanied  by  one  from  your 
mat  and  one  from  Lyddy.  I  am  to  hope  that  your  aunt  is  weU,  tho 
anther  al  you  tell  me  so  in  your  letters;  Lyddy  is  quite  silent  respecting 
kr.  I  hope  she  has  not  experienced  any  inconvmimt  cold  from  the 
wnrily  of  the  winter.  I  really  long  to  see  you  all  more  than  you  can 
n^ne^  Lyddy  tells  me  that  Mr.  Burr  expects  a  seat  in  Congms, 
•ad  that  he  has  taken  Dig  Symmon's  bouse  in  Wall  Street.  As  I  shall 
sner  more  have  any  inlcrcour?ie  with  liim  or  his  family,  his  changes 
a  life  give  me  no  concern,  or  pleasure;  he  is  no  friend  to  your  house. 
I  rejoice  that  you  antl  Lydily  find  beaux  to  attend  you,  and  that  you 
m  with  the  gay  sn<l  lively.  Remember  me  to  the  Stoutmis,  Ten 
Evdu.  Smiths,  the  Itan<lalls  —  Misa  in  particukr  —  Miss  Ramsey 
Uanhall,  and  our  opposite  Miss  Sucky  Marshall,  and  be  sure  to  men- 
tis me  always  to  my  good  friend  General  Gates  and  his  lady. 
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I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Burr  »iU  be  ami  to  CoogrsM.  Yoa  will 
pCTTtive  that  he  will  ael  juat  u  he  did  respecting  the  AMcmbljr:  be 
declined  in  print  —  before  he  wms  choaen  —  ■  pnttj  mode  at  nuuu- 
festing  confidence  in  success  which  he  was  not  sure  of.  I^tj  be  h»A 
not  hired  apartinmts  in  Big  S's  paunch,  which  is  Imrgr  enou^,  thaa 
to  have  taken  his  house.  I  hope  that  a  letter  from  Captain  Drew  will 
accompanj'  this  to  Lyddy  and  me;  I  have  written  to  him;  no  answer 
as  yet.  I  have  said  all  that  occurs  to  me.  Ill  la;  down  mj  pen.  firat 
requesting  you  to  make  my  most  affectionate  regards  to  all  your  bouse; 
daa't  forget  Sam." 

The  strength  of  his  character  was  shown  in  the  lasting  impress 
which  he  left  an  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact.  Ilis  name 
remained  with  them,  and  still  remains  with  the  descendants,  a  house- 
hold word,  and  tbey  never  lired  of  repeating  bis  sayings  and  his  acta. 
Even  bis  foibles  were  dear  to  tbem,  as  when  they  told  how  the  veteraa 
who  faced  the  buUets  and  bayonets  of  the  FVench  and  Spaniards,  and 
the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  of  the  savage,  was  so  afraid  ol  being 
cbdced  by  a  fish  bone  that  he  would  allow  no  one  to  speak  to  him 
while  he  was  eating  fish.  His  name,  perpetuated  in  every  genetatiaa 
since  bis  death,  testifies  to  the  abiding  veoeration  with  which  Us 
memory  is  cherished. 

Another  glimpse  into  history  introduces  us  to 
Colonel  Roger  Morris  and  the  Jumel  Mansion, 
which,  for  a  short  time,  was  the  home  of  Colond 
Burr  (38). 

Colonel  Roger  Morris  was  a  handsome,  magnetic  roan  d  the  wotid, 
who,  bom  and  bred  in  England,  had  jutned  the  army  and  bad  besa 
sent  to  this  country  as  the  aide-de-camp  of  Braddock:  he  was  with  tfaa 
latter  on  bis  unludiy  expedirion,  and  there  he  made  tbe  acqtiaiataMc 
ct  Washington.  I^ler  be  was  in  service  in  the  Frnidt  war  nailer 
Loudoo,  was  in  Wolfe's  expedition  against  Quebec,  was  at  tbe  Batib 
of  Sillery  in  1780,  and  commanded  tbe  (bird  baltaKon  in  the  expaditMa 
against  Montreal  under  Genera]  Murray,  lie  married  Mary  FUEpae. 
llie  house  in  which  he  iivtd  was  known  as  the  Roger  Morris  Hanaoa, 
now  called  the  Old  Jumel  Mansion. 

Colonel  Morris  and  his  wife  were  not  long  without  agreeable  Bcigb- 
bofs  in  their  picturcs(|ue  soGlude.    Genera)  John  "■■t'ffl.  B.  A,^  • 
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MlMh  oOear  d  note,  wa>  nunied  in  1788  to  EUi^ieib  SliUwdl.  Ow 
jitmg  ami  bawitifiil  widoir  of  Captain  Peter  WnxaU,  and  purduMed 
a  Sam  tiact  of  had  adjoining  the  Honis  estate,  and  built  a  snfaataDtial 
bamm  haaaa,  ^riikli  b  still  standing  (I88S),  in  good  repair,  oo  the 
eanv  cf  157th  Street  and  St.  Nicholas  Avenue.  Lj^m  Stillwell,  a 
■Bier  of  HxB.  Maansall,  waa  the  wife  at  ipha  Watldns,  who,  not  far 
ftm  tte  nme  tiBM,pitfdiMed  •  vet;  eztensiTe  landed  prapertf  near  if. 
The  fltOhrdl  mtcfs  —  dangfaten  c<  Ridiard  StillweU,  of  N«r  Jen^. 
rf  wbach  dme  wen  mx,  induHTe  ti  Mn.  Maunadl  and  Mn.  Watldns 
—  woe  noted  hr  and  wide  for  their  beau^  and  their  accctnpliihiiMnts. 
Ok  o(  ihaa  married  Lord  Affleck,  and  lived  and  died  in  a  castle  buih 
kj  Wmtam  the  Conqueror;  another  married  Bfr.  Clement  Clark,  who 
nided  at  OMlsea,  as  it  was  then  called,  near  the  foot  el  8Sd  Street 
Md  the  Hndsoo,  and  her  dan^ter  became  the  wife  of  the  celebrated 
HAop  Moore;  another  was  Hrs.  De  Visme,  the  mother  of  the  wife 
rf  AatcB  Bmr,  and  gnndmother  of  the  beautiful  Theodona;  and  still 
taotber,  Hn.  &nith,  was  the  mother  of  the  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  Brad- 
bnt.  This  gentleman  built  the  old  Brndhunt  muision.  a  short  dia- 
luee  to  the  Smith  of  the  Watldna  house,  a  notable  landmark  ol  the 
eUen  time,  now  rtanding  (188B)  in  I48th  Street  between  Tenth  and 
SL  Nicbolaa  Avenue.  The  land  about  it  and  its  site  was  a  slice  of 
■he  Watkina  estate,  as  was  also  the  site  of  "the  Grange."  a  Uttle  farther 
nolh,  the  old  historic  home  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

&Iiss  Ann  Stillwell  married  Theodosius  Bartow 
for  her  first  husband.  Theodosia  Bartow,  her 
daughter,  married  James  M.  Prevost,  an  officer  in 
the  British  Army.  Mrs.  Theodosius  Bartow  took 
for  her  second  husband  Philip  De  Visme,  while  Mrs. 
Theodosia  Prevost,  her  daughter  by  her  first  hus- 
band, when  widowed,  became  the  wife  of  Colonel 
.\aron  Burr.  The  Bartow  house  was  located  in 
Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey  (39). 

The  next  rwidfnce  to  the  cottage  of  Madame  Scribblenu  in  an- 
lii(uttT  and  intrmt  is  the  venerable  dwelling  so  well  loved  by  all  old 
Amtnj  raidents  as  the  abode  d  the  Smith  famil}',  after  wh<mi  Smith 
Sticelii  named. 
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This  old  house  has  a  large  share  ot  romantic  intercft  in  bring  the 
home  4^  the  queer  and  eccentric  Thomas  Bartow,  a  gentlemaD  at 
wealth  and  culture,  whose  fricndiliip  for  the  youthful  TVIIUam  Dunlap 
io  the  days  before  the  Revolution  is  aud  to  have  laid  the  foundatioa 
of  the  artistic  knowtnlge  which  eventually  made  him  one  of  New  York 
City's  most  famous  theatrical  manaf^en  and  art  rritics. 

Thomas  Bartow  at  that  time,  just  before  the  Revolution,  was  a 
vny  old  man.  Dunlap  himself  in  after  years  described  him  as  "a 
small,  thin  old  man,  with  straight  gray  hair  hanging  in  coaiHy  gui^e 
on  each  side  ol  bis  pale  face."  Tradition  says  that  owing  to  some 
myiilcry  in  connection  with  the  wrong  he  had  done  a  woman  in  vouth, 
he  lived  in  strict  seclusion,  no  femaln  but  his  relatives  and  a  black 
woman  as  venerable  as  himself  ever  crossing  his  Ihrrsbold.  But  per- 
ha[M  hix  relatives  made  amends  for  the  rest  of  the  fair  srx,  for  be  had 
many  and  intcniiling  one«.  FlrNl  erf  all  in  the  white  light  tt  bialocY 
stands  hin  lovely  niit-c,  Theodottia  Prevoat,  afterwards  Mrs.  Aaron 
Burr.  She  was  the  daughter  c4  his  brother  Theodonius  Barlow,  who 
married  Ann  Slillwi-ll.  lie  was  a  lawyer  and  native  of  Shrewsbury-. 
New  Jersey,  and  it  was  thrrr  that  the  wiMnan  whuM  charm  rxc«UMl 
that  of  ever)-  other  memlier  of  her  sex.  according  to  Burr,  passed 
her  early  youth,  until  she  was  wooed  ami  won  by  Lieutraant-coloDel 
PrrvonI,  a  relative  of  Lieutenant -general  Sir  George  Prevost,  Baranet- 
She  must  have  often  visited  the  old  gentleman  with  her  mother,  Mra. 
Philip  IV  \  ismc,  for  he  li-ft  her  in  his  will  "One  hundred  pounds  in 
Sjianish  Mill'd  dolUm.  al  eight  hhillings  each,  for  the  use  cf  her  chil- 
<lrm."  which  was  a  large  legacy. 

An  oUl  resident  of  Perth  Amlwy  is  thus  irminis- 
cenl  (40): 

In  reading  of  the  marriage  of  Aaron  Burr  to  the  daughter  ot  Thr»- 
dfwiuii  Barlow,  of  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.,  recalled  a  reminiscenc*.  Wbea 
fnim  eight  to  ten  yean  old.  our  home  wan  midway  between  tbe  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Susan  Parker,  the  aunt  of  the  venerable  Courtluult 
Parker  (the  vHeran  lawyer  of  Newark),  ami  the  house  <rf  a  Mr.  Monia 
who  was  owner  irf  a  big  hay  pmu  sn<)  wharves  at  Perth  Ambor,  fran 
which  New  ^'ork  rrrrivnl  its  preitsnl  hay.  We  were  then  a  bof  c€ 
•bout  eight  years,  and  fnitn  <>ur  window  could  see  a  young  man  with 
his  couch  doae  to  the  open  window  of  the  Morris  residence.  sliBaal 
constantly  fanned  during  tbe  summer  season  by  the  nurses  in  tbe  Moms 
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home.  We  hmd  seen  him  come  to  Amboj  for  his  health,  but  he  wasted 
awaj,  despite  all  the  care  possible,  from  his  anxious  relatives,  and  was 
on  his  dying  bed  at  last.  Mrs.  Susan  Parker  had  extensive  gardens 
and  was  an  angel  to  all  in  distress,  and  she  told  us  to  call  every  morn- 
ing and  take  a  bunch  of  flowers  (for  they  were  not  then  called  bou- 
quets) to  the  sick  man  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Morris.  The  little  boy  was 
glad  ol  the  duty,  and  the  choicest  of  the  garden  productions  were  ready 
every  day  and  went  to  the  man  whose  life  was  so  rapidly  wasting  away. 
He  was  the  first  d3ing  person  we  had  seen,  and  his  emaciated  frame, 
and  painful  smile  with  which  he  received  the  daily  tokens  of  sympathy 
made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  little  messenger.  But  one  morn- 
ing the  lad  went  silently  in  as  usual  and  up  to  his  room  with  the  blooms 
for  the  bed  of  death.  Startled  at  the  awful  scene,  I  quickly  laid  the 
6owers  in  their  accustomed  place,  but  the  eyes  of  Theodosius  Bartow 
could  see  them  no  more.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  what  eventually  be- 
came of  the  Morris  people,  but  after  my  father *s  people  moved  upon  the 
old  homestead  at  Metuchen,  the  Morris  family,  who  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  sold  the  hay  presses  and  whanes  and  moved  away.  But  I 
was  lately  recalled  to  them  by  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Prevost*s  father  was 
llieodosius  Bartow,  of  Shrewsbun',  N.  J.,  and  the  same  name  sug- 
psts  an  incjuiry  as  to  what  relationship,  if  any,  existed  between  him 
and  the  Theodosius  Bartow  whose  deathbed  made  such  a  lasting  im- 
pression upon  the  writer  of  this  paragraph  over  seventy  years  ago. 

Tlie  death  of  Theodosius  Bartow  occurred  shortly 
l)efore  the  birth  of  his  child,  whom  he  wished  named 
after  him;  being  a  girl,  the  feminine  form  of  the 
name  was  adopted  —  Theodosia,  "the  gift  of  God." 
The  fact  has  been  noted  in  a  previous  chapter  that 
Theodosia  Burr,  the  Colonel's  daughter,  who  often 
sijjned  her  name  Theodosia  B.  (Bartow)  Burr,  was 
the  onlv  member  of  the  Burr  family  who  has  ever 
'>orne  the  name  of  Theodosia. 

In  1903,  1).  Appleton  &  Company,  of  New  York, 

Hjbhshed  a  book  entitled  "The  Stirrup  Cup,"  written 

)V  J.    Anl)rev   Tvson.     The   scene  of    the    storv   is 

laid    in   SuH'ren   and   the  surrounding  Ramapo  dis- 
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trict  in  New  Jersey,  and  the  story  itself  is  an  account 
of  Colonel  Burr's  dramatic  courtship,  and  marriage 
to  Mrs.  Theodosia  Prevost. 

The  States,  a  newspaper  published  in  New  Or- 
leans, in  its  issue  of  June  21,  1903,  said:  ""D.  Apple- 
ton  &  Company  recently  received  a  letter  from 
J.  Bogert  Suffren,  a  grandson  of  the  founder  of  Suff- 
rens,  Rockland  County,  New  York,  ordering  a  copy 
of  **The  Stirrup  Cup/'     Mr.  Suffren  wrote: 

I  am  led  to  send  for  this  book  because  of  the  fact  that  Colonel  Burr 
was  in  command  of  the  American  post  at  the  Ramapo  Vallej,  the  re- 
mains of  the  intrenchments  of  which  are  in  good  pmervation  on  tnr 
property  at  this  place,  and  because  of  the  further  fact  that  the  Cokmel 
had  his  headquarters  at  the  house  of  my  great-grandfather.  Judge 
John  Suffren. 

Madam  Prevost  at  the  time  of  the  courtship  resided  in  Hohokua, 
a  station  on  the  Erie  Railroad,  eight  miles  south  of  Judge  SuffrenV 

\Miile  stationed  at  Ramapo,  Colonel  Burr  made  a  raid  on  a  con- 
siderable body  of  British  and  Tories  hing  at  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  whirh 
was  quite  succeasful,  in  doing  which  he  passed  the  residence  of  ^ftHam 
Prevost. 

Madam  Prevost *s  first  husband,  James  Marc  Prevost,  was  an  officer 
in  the  British  army,  and  in  December,  1775,  obtainedn  grant  frocn  the 
British  authorities  of  5000  acres,  which  covered  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  town  of  Ramapo,  including  the  now  tillages  of  Suffrm 
and  Ilillbum.  This  grant,  or  a  large  portion  of  it,  ultimately  paMrd 
to  the  ownership  of  I>r.  Klijah  Rosencrants  a  few  years  after  the  war, 
and  the  property  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendency. 

Histories  and  biographies  have  contained,  and 
some  still  contain  the  erroneous  statement  that 
Mrs.  Theodosia  Prevost  was  the  wife  of  General 
Augustine  Prevost.  **He  was  liom  in  Geneva,  Swit- 
zerland, about  1725;  was  a  British  general  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  defeated  the  Americans 
at  Brier  Creek  in   1770;   was  unsuccessful  befwe 
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Charleston  in  1779,  but  defended  Savannah  success- 
fuUy  in  the  same  year.  He  died  in  England,  May 
5,  1786"  (41). 

It  became  evident,  if  Mrs.  Prevost  was  married 
to  Colonel  Burr  in  1782,  that  she  had  a  husband 
living  at  the  time.  Investigations  proved,  however, 
that  there  had  been  a  mistake  made  in  the  name, 
which  had  not  been  corrected  for  more  than  a 
century. 

A  letter  addressed  to  General  James  Grant  Wil- 
son, one  of  the  editors  of  Appleton's  Cyclopaedia  of 
American  Biography,  in  1901,  elicited  the  follow- 
ing reply: 

"Herewith  I  hand  you  the  desired  data  concern- 
ing Mrs.  Prevost's  first  husband,  who  was  a  brother 
of  General  Augustine  Prevost,  and  is  believed  to 
have  died  in  Jamaica  in  1779.  My  secretary,  who 
looked  up  the  information,  suggests  that  you  con- 
sult the  Bartow  Genealogy,  should  you  desire  fur- 
ther data  of  Burr's  first  wife.  The  home  of  his 
second  wife,  Madame  Jumel,  for  some  months 
General  Washington's  headquarters,  has  just  been 
purchased  by  the  city  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars." 
General  Wilson  inclosed  the  following  data: 

Theodfisia.  Aaron  Burr's  first  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  Theodosius 
Bartow,  of  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.,  counsel lor-at-law. 

Her  first  husband  was  Jaccjues  Marc  (James  Mark)  Prevast,  who 
»a.i  the  brother  of  (ieneral  Augustine  Prevost,  and  who  died  in  the 
^VfNt  Indites  in  1779  (according  to  Burkes  Peerage). 

James  Mark  Prevost  was  appointed  Major  (local  rank  in  America) 
Jiily  t,i,  177^;  he  was  made  Major  in  the  British  Army  September  *i\, 
l*7a.  He  went  to  tlie  **60th  (or  Royal  American)  regiment  of  foot** 
>eyitember  Ui,  177*3.     He  was  in  the  second  battalion  of  the  regiment 
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in  Antigum  in  1776»  and  wai  transferred  to  the  first  battafioo  June  6, 

1778.  On  August  29,  1777,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-colood  (local 
ranks  in  America).  The  first  battalion  was  stationed  in  Jamaica  from 
1773  until  after  his  name  ceases  to  appear  oo  the  rolls. 

The  sketch  in  N.  Y.  Genealogical  Record  (9,  IS.  p.  iT)  gttm  the 
place  of  his  birth  as  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Burke*8  peerage  gives  the  place  and  date  of  his  death  as  1779  in  the 
West  Indies.     I  could  not  verify  this  from  the  Annual  Register  for 

1779,  1780,  1781.  His  name  appears  without  change  in  the  Armjr  lisl 
for  1 779, 1 780, 1 781 .  The  date  of  his  successor  s  (Peter  Hunter)  acces- 
sion to  the  rank  is  given  as  October  20,  1781. 

Colonel  Burr's  first  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Pre- 
vost  is  thus  accounted  for  by  a  well-known  his- 
torian (42): 

At  Paramus.  sixteen  miles  from  where  his  regiment  laj,  fived,  in 
modest  elegance,  a  family  by  the  name  of  Prevost,  a  branch  ol  a  family 
distinguished  in  the  society  and  in  the  annals  of  England.  Colooei 
Prevost  was  with  his  regiment  in  the  West  Indies,  and  at  Paramus 
lived  his  wife,  Tlieodosia  Prevost,  her  sister.  Miss  l>e  Visme,  and  their 
mother.  Mm.  De  Visme,  and  the  two  little  sons  of  Colooei  and  Mib. 
Pre\'0!it.  The  Uulies  were  accomplished  and  intelligent;  for  a  long  time 
their  house  had  bct^n  the  ct*ntir  of  the  most  elegant  society  of  the 
vicinity,  and  after  the  lle\'olution  had  begun,  officers  of  rank  in  the 
Americtm  army  «itill  visitrd  thetu.  By  the  strict  law  of  the  State,  thty 
would  have  been  coiii|>rllcd  to  withdraw  to  the  Britiidi  army,  and  some 
of  the  se^'erer  Whign  wi^he(l  the  law  to  Im*  enforcctl  in  their  case,  as  it 
had  been  in  others.  But  these  bulii^.  beside;*  being  beloved  in  the 
neighborhood,  guarded  their  conduci  with  t»o  much  tact  that  no  very 
serious  oppoKition  was  made  to  their  rt*»i(lcnce  within  the  American 
lines.  The  sudden  death  of  C^olonrl  Pitnocit  in  the  West  Indies  gare 
them  at  length  the  right  to  embrace  either  fMirty  in  the  great  dispute. 
When  Colonel  Burr  t(N>k  the  command  in  that  |>art  of  the  country,  the 
Pre\'osts  held  their  old  position,  and  their  houne  was  a  favorite  moH 
of  the  American  officers.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  his  acffuaintanoe  with 
the  family  began  on  that  night  of  terror  when  the  British  threalcfied 
to  lay  waste  the  country  and  the  American  militia  attacked  the  farm 
fenoet.     If  so,  the  young  soldier  must  have  presented  himself  to  the 
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hOM  ta  tti  lAuMltr  that  IwBm  lorn,  tlwt  ol  •  h«o  and  pntsctor; 
•  polHlav  Iran  As  rnnv""  ^  traopa  lAo  wtn  Ibere  to  the  Mpna 
•  ol  phmlmiig  aod  dertrajing.  Be  Aat  m  H  11117,  '^  >■  mtaiB 
"     ~  d  Cokod  But  oooodTed  for  cwA 


•dkw  s  npod  i^di  n{)idt^  mmicd  into  u  ardHit  piMJnn 

Hie  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  De  Visme  (fonnei^ 
Butov.  nie  StUlweU)  was  called  "The  Hennitage^* 
and  sometimes  "The  Little  Hermitage."  In  the 
description  of  it  which  follows  (4S),  the  mooted 
question  as  to  where  and  by  whom  Colonel  Bun 
and  &&8.  Prerost  were  married  is  introduced. 
Much  interesting  testimony  bearing  upon  this  sub- 
ject will  be  given  later  in  this  chapter. 

The  Hermitage  wu  in  Burr's  time  «  mull  atone  houM.  The  end, 
M  aliown  in  the  |Mcture,  was  the  only  portion  of  the  house  then  stand- 
ii^.  The  addition  waa  constructed  afterwards,  but  the  old  part  re- 
maim  nibstantiall/  as  it  was  in  Burr's  time.  Here  he  came  ridiog 
^  the  kog  driveway  from  the  road  to  the  house.  A  slave  look  hii 
hune  back  to  the  bam,  which  was  also  of  straie,  and  be  entered  the 
door  seen  in  the  picture.  The  house  was  old  then.  There  is  no  record 
at  the  dale  of  its  constructitHi,  but  that  it  was  used  as  a  meeting  [daca 
for  the  Free  Masons  at  some  time  appears  certain.  Masonic  emUems 
are  chiseled  in  stone  in  several  places  on  the  froot  nde.  Thejr  are 
fairir  wefl  preserved  now,  thou^  the  house  is  known  to  be  over  two 
bandied  jrean  cM. 

Near  the  main  building,  which  is  shown  in  the  picture,  was  a  much 
^nailer  structure,  which  was  also  (A  stone.  When  the  records  of  the 
bouse  b^in.  tfacie  was  no  known  entrance  to  this  building.  It  was 
apparently  aoGd  stone.  Later,  when  the  occupant  was  having  SMne 
repain  made  in  the  cellar,  a  secret  passage  to  this  small  building  was 
found.  Upon  <^>ening  it,  a  xrt  of  stain  which  led  up  to  a  nmall  room 
«as  discovered.  I'pon  exploring  the  exterior,  nothing  of  interest  was 
found,  but  it  in  believed  that  tliis  room  was  used  as  a  storage  place 
fi>r  the  psraphemalia  of  the  Masons  who  fonneriy  met  there.  Some 
excavating  nuiy  be  done  later  about  the  northeast  corner  ol  the  build- 
ing to  sec  if  any  records  were  placed  under  the  coraeratone. 
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It  bM  Klwayi  been  nippoMd  that  Colmiel  Burr  aad  Bits.  Prrvost 
were  manied  in  the  Old  Dutch  Church  at  Paramua,  which  waa  stand- 
ing  \aag  before  the  Itevolulion,  and  which  was  used  aa  a  hoapital  durin)^ 
the  fighting  which  occurred  about  it.  The  building  waa  erected  in 
173j  and  waa  reconslruclnl  in  IS72.  It  uw  bard  aervice  during  the 
year  IT70  and  thereaboulH.  The  entire  commiasary  departnmit  of 
Waahin|^an*a  army  was  near  it.  and  the  sick  and  wounded  were  cued 
for  within  it.  It  bore  the  mariu  of  bulU-lii  and  caonoa-balls,  and  tbe 
Britinh  committed  some  acts  of  vandalism  which  were,  to  aajr  the  leaal, 
inhuman.  The  records  were  destroyed  by  (ire,  so  that  it  is  impoaaible 
to  dctemiine  whether  Burr  was  really  manin)  there  or  not. 

Mr.  W.  ('.  Roarm-ninx,  prcaenl  owner  and  occupant  of  the  lleraiit- 
agr.  drrlam  that  Burr  waa  not  married  in  the  church.  He  says  that 
hiK  gtmndniother  waa  a  young  girl  when  some  of  thoae  who  wetr  aaao- 
dalcK  of  Mrs.  I'revaat  wen-  women,  and  ahe  used  lo  tell  him  thai  the 
women  told  iit  the  wedding  ceremimy  in  the  parlor  of  the  Hermitage. 
She  lold  vrr^-  minutely  of  the  rarringcs  and  the  gueala,  and  one  of  tbe 
ladira  waa  a  bridramaid.  which  would  appear  to  confirm  the  stoiy. 

( 'ireunutanlial  etidence  a[^>ear4  to  atrrngthen  ibiaconcluaion.  Mra. 
I'revciat  waa  a  communicant  of  the  High  KnfH>ah  Church,  and  would 
not  be  likely  lo  enter  a  Ihilrh  Rrformnl  Church  if  it  waa  poorible 
lo  avoid  it.  and  Uurr  was  the  son  of  a  Preabyierian  minister,  and  while 
he  hni]  no  |iarliciilar  likea  or  ilislikra  at  that  lime,  so  far  aa  Icnown,  it  is 
higltly  (tmliable  that  he  woulil  avii«<l  a  church  wediling  if  poaMble.  And 
it  ia  alao  probable  thai  they  would  not  go  several  miles  for  a  wcddiag 
whiii  the  biiu.te  waa  ample  for  all  m|uirenirnta.  But  there  are  iboM 
who  atill  ailhiTT  lo  the  Ix-lii-f  that  the  reninony  waa  peifonned  in  tbe 
chunh.  and  that  tbe  raniaga-a  were  for  the  rece|ilion  which  tvUmnd 
the  nremony. 

■  hiring  a  recent  AimmI.  another  inlereKting  relic  waa  waabed  oat  of 
(lie  U-d  i>f  Holi.J(ua  m-ek,  which  fl.iwa  jib.1  Iiack  of  the  bam  b 
to  the  place.  It  ia  a  French  lluhr  milbtone.  Tbia  stone  ii 
be  nearly  two  hundred  yr»n  old.  It  ha<l  been  lost  rery  m 
but  waa  dLw-m-rntl  by  the  bursting  of  an  old  dam  during  that  ti 
In  Itiirr'a  lime  it  waa  grinding  away  and  au|>[ilied  tbe  meal  for  Cbs  hl^ 
family,  with  the  alavea,  wliiob  tlien  orcu|iie<l  tbe  llennitage.  Ita  mate 
i<  ihitng  duty  aa  a  ate|t-alonr,  and  Ihia  one  will  be  utiKaed  bjr  Mr. 
HiMenrranz  f»r  tbe  aanie  purpnae. 

Next  lo  the  unfortunate  Major  Andr4.  Burr  wai  tbe  bmmI  h*— il 
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iii(fln'V»iatte«iratdatliiii&  Em  thou^  be  aflennnl  becuM 
•  — tiwiil  fl|nc  hi>  tmAf  duha  in  New  JetMjr  mn  aercr  foigodan. 
aad  Us  bfOEut  nlBfi  ■winit  imill  deticluiiaitv  vt  the  oxniT  wiD 
•hf^B  imMBi  ■>  toDdiM  of  Uk  dnunstic  to  eraj  lover  of  ^  hanjc. 

lie  nuEtny  ncvd  of  ere^  man  who  waa  hnm  in  ^  Benlntion- 
■17  period  ia  inteterting,  bvt  wboi  inilitaiy  i^orj  ii  combiped  with  • 
fietmmqvm  km  aflair,  the  indindual  acquina  «Ter  grater  intereaL 
AB  the  worid  tovea  a  lover,  and  the  dashing  cavalicn  who  ride  thnx^ 
the  amfaaacBdeB  of  leouting  partJea  ol  the  enemj  to  visit  the  homea  of 
their  aweetheaita  a»  mote  than  oidinariy  attimctive;  and,  combined 
with  ail  hii  other  brilliant  doinga,  that  was  exactly  what  the  young 
Colewid  colonel  did.  He  not  oolj  made  nigfat  ridea  thrau^  the  Hnea 
rf  the  enemy,  bat  he  violated  other  precedeDts  by  paying  court  to  the 
chnraung  widow  of  a  British  officer;  and,  what  ia  more  to  the  pcinti 
h«  married  her,  and  so  accomphshed  was  she  that  Buir  once  aaid  that 
he  onred  all  hia  courtlineaa  of  manner,  whicli  was  proverbial  in  hia  time, 
to  her  influCTice  and  direction. 

From  where  Washington's  army  was  encamped  on  the  Paliaadea 
to  the  house  was  fully  fifteen  miles,  yet  the  young  colonel  frequently 
made  his  way  throu^  the  tangled  woodlands  and  acraaa  the  oountiy 
Eterally  thick  with  British  soldien,  lo  this  house,  to  remain  a  portion 
ti  the  ni^t  and  then  dash  back  again.  This  waa  continued  for  no 
one  knows  how  loog,  but  old  diaries  and  traditioos  which  have  de- 
se^ided  in  the  ndghh^iood  seem  to  indicate  that  it  was  serenl 
weeks.  At  one  lime,  it  is  reputed  in  a  diary  that  has  been  preserved, 
he  narrowly  eac^ted  capture,  but  that  by  dashing  through  a  denae 
thickH  and  over  some  veiy  broken  and  swampy  ground,  he  managed 
to  elude  bis  punuen  and  got  safely  within  the  American  lines. 

The  entertainment*  which  Widow  Prevost  gave  for  the  young  pet^le 
of  the  nei^borhood  were  elaborate.  Her  family  was  wealthy  tor 
tboae  da^B  and  she  had  some  money  of  her  own.  Nearby  lived  a  family 
tj  Im  Rues,  who  were  important  in  a  social  way,  and  the  brilliancy 
iJ  the  gatherings  was  remarkable  for  the  times.  RecMds  in  diariea 
and  other  forms  have  descended  to  present  retudents  of  that  section 
which  t^  at  theae  functions,  it  was  into  such  society  as  this  that  the 
brilliant  and  dashing  young  cokmel  was  introduced,  and  when  he 
afterward  led  the  beautiful  widow  to  the  altar,  it  waa  conceded  (hat 
Bo  handsomw  couple  ever  took  the  vows  in  that  r^tm. 
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The  stoiy  which  follows  may  be  "interesting," 
but  it  has  no  foundation  in  fact.  The  transition 
from  Federalism  to  Democracy  —  from  Adams  to 
Jefferson  —  was  not  dependent  upon  the  birthphice 
of  her  first  husband,  or  that  he  was  a  British  soldier. 
Besides,  the  narrator  must  have  forgotten  that  Theo- 
dosia  Bartow  was  bom  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  an 
"American"  girl.  Then,  again,  Mrs.  Burr  died 
in  1794,  six  years  before  Burr  was  voted  for  with 
Jefferson  (43): 

Many  intt-mting  lain  are  told  of  the  courtship,  whid,  tfaougfa  il 
won  Burr  a  beautiful  and  arcompliHhrd  wifr,  ratit  him  the  PretidetKjr. 
It  in  taid  that  when  the  elet'tion  wa»  [lenilinft  in  the  House,  aod  wfairli 
multed  in  Uun-'s  defral  Tor  the  Prr»i<U*ncy.  a  countr}-  member  raae 
fur  infuniiation.  When  told  that  Burr  waa  a  very  able  man,  and  that 
he  aerveil  his  coMnliy  well  iluritig  the  war,  the  qunitionrr  M«ia«d 
ptraaed,  but  when  informed  that  lie  marri<-d  the  widow  al  an  Engliih 
ufficrr,  he  safp'lv  remarked  that  a  man  who  would  do  that  wbea  tbetv 
were  M>  matiy  good  American  ipr\s  to  be  bad.  couldn't  be  much  of  an 
.\nKTi(-an.  and  dn^ared  hit  intention  of  voting  against  him.  Tlwl 
vtile  WB.H  the  one  which  defeated  him. 

Colonel  Burr's  biographer  (44)  thus  refers  to 
Mrs.  Prevosl's  real  or  supposed  political  sj-mpa- 
thies: 

"Slie  was  an  accomplishe*!  ami  intelligent  lady. 
Her  husband  was  with  his  regiment  in  Uie  \V«t 
Indies,  where  he  died  early  in  the  Revolutionaiy 
War."  (1779  was  not  early  in  the  war,  which  b^an 
in  1775  and  closed  in  1781.)  She  had  a  sister  (Miss 
I>e  Vi.sme)  residing  with  her.  Mrs.  Prevost's  son 
( Colonel  Burr's  ste[>son).  the  Hon.  John  Bartow 
Frevosl.  wa.s  Recorder  of  the  City  of  New  Yofk, 
iind  Hiibse4]uenlly  District  Judge  of  the  United 
States  Court  for  the  District  of  Louisiana. 
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"He  house  erf  Mn.  Prerost  (or,  rather,  Abs. 
Oe  Tinne's)  was  the  resort  of  the  most  accomplished 
offieen  in  the  American  army  when  they  were  in 
the  vicinity,  ^e  was  highly  respected  by  her 
aej^ibors  and  was  visited  by  the  most  genteel  peojde 
cf  the  surrounding  countiy. 

**^r  situation  was  one  of  great  delicacy  and 
constant  apprehension.  The  wife  of  a  Bri^h  of- 
ficn*,  connected  with  the  adherents  of  the  Crown, 
naturally  became  an  object  of  political  suspicion, 
notwithstanding  great  circumspection  on  her  part 
Under  such  circumstances,  a  strong  sympathy  was 
cnated  in  h^  behalf.  Yet  there  were  those  among 
the  Whigs  who  were  inclined  to  enforce  the  laira  <h 
the  State  against  her,  whereby  she  would  be  com- 
piled to  withdraw  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy." 

Testimony  is  conflicting  as  to  what  course  was 
actually  taken  by  the  Whigs.  A  resident  of  Ridge- 
wood,  New  Jersey  (Paramus  or  Hobokus  forms  part 
of  Ridgewood),  wrote  on  August  S3,  1906:  "Mrs. 
Prevost  was  chased  out  of  this  neighborhood  over  a 
year  before  she  married  Burr,  and  her  property  con- 
fiscated by  the  loyal  element  in  Bergen  County." 

This,  however,  is  not  conclusive,  for  a  New  Jersey 
Court  officer  says:  "I  have  read  all  through  the 
doings  of  the  secret  action  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
at  Trenton,  and  found  no  mention  of  Mrs.  Prevost 
as  having  been  forced  to  leave  the  countiy  for  dis- 
loyalty or  otherwise." 

A  letter  from  Colonel  Robert  Troup,  of  the  Con- 
tinental Array,  to  his  brother  officer.  Colonel  H.  H. 
Hughes,  shows  that  Colonel  Troup  considered  her 
loyal  to  the  American  cause. 
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RuuTAN,  Somerset  Countt.  N.  J., 

Juiuaiy  lO.  1781. 
DtaiFrimd: 

Srane  time  Ual  November  I  wrote  you  a  letter  requesting  joor 
friendly  influence  in  sending  to  Colonel  Steel  mt  Morristown  Maie 
boolu  of  mine  which  Colonel  Hay  liu  in  his  custody.  I  need  obIt 
now  suggest  lo  you  (he  importance  of  these  books  in  perfecting  my 
present  plans.  I  am  pcnuadfd  you  will  take  pleasure  in  gratifying 
ray  re<|uest. 

I  feel  mysdf  irreustibty  Impelled  by  a  perfect  ooofidcocc  in  Ibe 
intimacy  subsbting  between  us.  to  recommend  to  your  kindest  attentioa 
one  of  my  female  friends  in  distreiu.  I  mean  Mrn.  Prerost,  wbo  baa 
been  justly  esteemed  for  her  honor,  virtue,  and  aocomplisbiBetita.  I 
doubt  whether  you  have  the  hap[Mnras  of  a  penonal  acquaintance 
with  her,  though  it  is  more  than  probable  you  are  not  a  stranger  to 
her  character.  During  the  whole  counie  of  thin  war  she  ha*  MMtdueled 
herself  in  such  a  manner  as  proves  her  to  possess  an  rxcriknt  UBder> 
standing  aa  well  as  a  strong  attachment  to  our  rigbteous  emuae. 

My  character  of  this  lady  is  drawn  partly  from  my  own  knowledge 
of  her  and  partly  from  the  infomtation  of  the  most  reqiectable  Wfaip 
in  the  Stale.  Impressed  with  those  sentimenla.  I  am  not  ashamgd  to 
confeu  that  I  fr«-l  an  anxiety  for  her  welfare,  which  you  will  note 
easily  conrrive  than  I  can  describe.  Il  is  true  that  she  is  the  wife  of 
an  enemy.  Wliat  then?  Must  we  abandon  human  nature  in  order 
to  manifmt  our  patriotism  ?  In  our  opponliun  to  the  tyrant  at  BritaiB 
and  hi*  mercenary  iiulruments.  Is  il  necessary-  that  we  abould  commcsee 
hoHtility  against  innocent  women  and  children?  General  WUgism. 
which  has  humanity  for  its  basi.*,  blushes  at  such  disgraceful  ifiras 

I  know  you  too  well  to  believe  that  the  part  you  hare  acted  in  this 
controversy  is  tinctured  even  in  the  smallnit  degree  with  ii 
motives.  A  man  of  this  cast  of  mind  will  enjoy  a 
in  softening  (he  misfortunes  of  his  fellow  creatures,  notwilh 
they  may  be  his  enemies  in  a  political  view,  lliis  pleasnn  wiM  he 
heightened  when  he  can  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  fair  an  vka 
have  eiery  poasible  claim  to  his  favor,  ttltbout  tbc  li 
from  truth.  I  can  affirm  tfaal  Mrs.  Prevosl  is  a  sincere  and  c 
well-wisher  to  the  success  of  our  anny.  which  will  be  an  ■ 
reason  with  you  for  showing  her  all  the  d>ilitiei  in  your  power.  WhMl> 
ever  the  tongue  of  malice  may  circulate  to  Ibe  ooottmijr.  jro*  ma^  nA 
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MtMed  Old  a*  aula  cun  of  bcr  leaving  thu  Stale  ud  fgdag  to 
TBirnn  waa  flm  iriiiirn  nf  hrr  rwtalr  in  rninrgnmrr  nf  in  iil  if  Iwiim 
falf  wludi  aona  luppoac  cxtoided  to  her  hulbaiid,  thoa^  a  Biituh 
ariijatL  Not  a  wbtj^  i^IbUa  has  been  lisped  to  bcr  prqiitBoe  hy  tboae 
vbo  an  BBoal  denrow  of  (fightamng)  the  wdght  of  bcr  afflidiatu. 

To  aqr  otter  petHO  bat  yua  I  should  deem  it  ptudnt  to  apologiae 
far  tins  advoortiiig  the  eanae  of  a  Britiih  officer's  wife.  Butanapofegr 
wioold  be  an  imult  to  jronr  fechnga.  You  cannot  oitertain  a  nu^Mrion 
of  aqr  cathmiaatie  attadunent  to  the  pubKc  weaL  Whoi  I  daire  to 
do  a^jtluBg  to  injure  it,  unkae  front  an  error  in  judgment,  may  I  be 
daipind  bj  manfcind  aa  much  aa  I  ihall  be  lu^ed  hy  my^.  An 
■uoua  caaeam  to  allniate  the  diatrcM  of  an  amiable  and  elegant 
U7.  with  whooi  I  hare  long  been  on  the  moat  intimate  fricndl;  footing, 
^ve  birih  to  thia  letter.  "He  deaorea  not  to  exist  wfao  Kves  only  for 
hipwrtf."  has  alwajn  been  my  mcAto. 

In  my  laat  letter  I  adriaed  Mylea  to  prosecute  his  studiea  in  the  law. 
There  will  certainly  be  prospects  opening  for  young  feUows  in  New 
Yorli  after  the  end  of  the  war.  Pray  chat  with  him  once  mon  on  the 
Hibjecl  and  SMUre  him  of  my  affection  for  him.  Remrmber  mc  to  all 
of  my  New  Yock  fiiatds,  and  believe  mc,  with  as  mudi  sincerity  aa 
c«tr. 

Your  friend. 


An  old-time  resident  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  in  & 
lecture  delivered  before  the  Rambling  Club  of  that 
city,  said  (45): 

"  So  great  was  the  danger  to  the  American  cause, 
the  property  of  Colonel  Prevost  was  confiscated, 
which  was  a  cruel  outrage,  for  he  was  not  here  at 
the  time,  but  in  the  West  Indies  with  his  regiment, 
and  was  never  fighting  against  the  Colonies,  and 
with  neither  justice  nor  right  could  the  property 
of  a  British  subject  be  confiscated  under  the  cir- 
f-iinislances.  His  widow,  in  )ier  distress  because 
of  the  seizure  of  her  estate,  and  her  anxiety  to  re- 
(iivcr  it,  went  for  a  time  to  Sharon,  but  she  was 
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never,  as  has  been  falsely  asserted,  forced  to  leave  the 
neighborhood  of  Paramus  from  being  suspected  of 
empathizing  with  the  Royalists.  .  .  .  Colonel  Burr 
was,  perhaps,  too  high-spirited  to  continue  the  con- 
test for  property  belonging  to  her  former  husband." 
An  interesting  account  is  given  of  an  interview 
between  Mrs.  IVevost  and  Mrs.  Benedict  Arnold, 
on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Burr's  biographer  (44): 

In  (he  sumiiKT  of  17S0.  Major  Aiulrr,  of  the  Briliih  nrmy,  wu  in 
comaptMKlenre  with  Mn.  Arti<>l(l  (the  wife  <if  <ieneral  .Amokl)  undrr 
ft  pretext  of  su|i]>lyinf[  her,  friHii  tlir  City  of  New  York,  with  niilHucfy 
umI  other  trifling  arii<-lc»  of  drnw.  On  the  iiiil  of  Si-plember.  1780. 
Major  .\nctre  wmii  ra|)titr<-<l.  ami  Ihe  tre«M>ti  of  the  gener*]  tliMxn-md- 
Wheii  this  news  murhed  West  Point.  Mra.  Aniohl  became,  ajipuvntlT, 
■Imost  frantic.  Her  tiituatiim  extited  the  avinpathy  of  Mime  ct  tbe 
nxml  (lixtinKuished  offii-eni  in  the  Anieriran  armv.  Mrs.  Arnold. 
bavinfc  obtained  from  (ienrral  Wathiti)^(in  a  i>a.w|>or1  and  pmnisMoa 
to  join  her  hunband  in  the  City  of  New  York,  left  West  Point,  and  on 
her  way  Bto|>pod  at  the  house  of  Mr*.  Pn-voHt.  in  Paramus,  wb«fe  the 
slaved  one  nif^t.  On  hrr  arrival  at  Paramus,  she  rmewed  the  frantic 
scenes  vt  West  Point,  and  rontiiiiiei!  so  Inn);  as  stranf^rra  were  pirsenl. 
Mrt.  Pm-«Hl  was  known  an  the  wife  of  a  Itriti.sh  uf!irer,  and  coonectnl 
with  the  R4.yalisl.i.     In  h<-r.  tliereftwe.  Mrs.  Arnold  could  confide. 

A»  Mitm  a.H  they  were  li-fl  alone.  Mrs.  Arnold  became  lrant|uiEM«) 
and  amuiti)  Mrs.  Prt^'int  that  she  wbm  heartily  luck  of  Ihe  Iheatiin  the 
was  exhibilin);.  She  statol  that  she  liail  correh|H>ii(htl  with  the  British 
ctimnianilcr;  that  she  wo*  disj^stn)  willi  the  .American  raukc  and  tboM 
who  had  the  manap-tiient  of  (luhlic  affuirs  —  and  that,  Ihruugfa  gltui 
|>en<iiapiiin  and  uncca'-iiif;  gH-ncviTancc,  slie  had  ultimately  brouKhl  ihc 
((rnrral  into  an  arranfci'incnl  to  surrmdrr  West  Point  tu  ihe  British. 
Mrt.  Arnold  was  a  piy.  acronij>lishetl,  artful,  and  extravagant  woataD. 
Tlu-re  L«  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  for  the  purpose  of  arquiriiy  the 
nw«n«  of  ffratifyinK  hrr  inortUnate  vanity,  ihe  contribuled  grnllr  lo 
Ihe  utter  ruin  <if  her  hu.slMitiil.  anil  thus  doomed  lo  rvnlaslii^  iifaait 
and  ili-in«(-e  all  the  fame  he  had  ui|uired  as  a  gallant  aokfivr  at  Ihr 
Mcrititv  (if  his  bhwil.  Mrs.  Prc^'oat  sutNie<)uently  became  the  irife  al 
C'ulunel  Burr,  and  repealed  to  biru  thrse  i  iiiifiwiiini  ol  Hia.  Arnold. 
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Tlie  preeediiig  aUtonent  is  confinned  by  the  following  anecdote: 
Mn.  Amold  waa  the  daughter  of  Chif^  Justice  Shippeo,  of  Penosyl- 
vaoia.  She  was  peraooally  acquainted  with  Major  Aodr^,  and,  it  is 
beSevfd,  corresponded  with  him  previous  to  her  marriage.  In  the 
nmr  1779-80,  Colonel  Robert  Morris  resided  at  Springstabury,  in  the 
Tianitj  ol  Fhtladclphia,  adjoining  Bush  Hill,  Some  time  previous 
to  Arnold's  taking  command  of  West  P(»nt  he  was  an  applicant  for 
tbe  poiL  On  a  particular  occasion  Mrs.  Arnold  was  dining  at  the  house 
<i  Colond  Morris.  After  dinner,  a  friend  of  the  family  came  in,  and 
coogrKtulatcd  Mni.  Arnold  on  a  report  that  her  husband  was  appointed 
to  a  different  but  more  honorvble  command.  Tbe  information  affected 
bcT  ao  much  as  to  produce  hysteric  fits.  Efforts  were  made  to  con- 
vince her  that  the  general  had  been  selected  for  a  preferable  station. 
Tlicae  explanations,  however,  to  tbe  astonishment  of  all  present,  pro- 
duced no  effect.  But,  after  the  treason  of  Arnold  was  discovered,  the 
family  (rf  Colonel  Moms  enteHaini^  no  doubt  that  Mm.  Arnold  was 
privy  to,  if  not  the  negotiator  for,  a  surrender  (if  West  Point  to  the 
British  even  before  the  general  had  charge  of  the  post. 

The  author  of  a  "Life  of  Aaron  Burr"  thus 
refers  to  Mrs.  Prevost  (46) : 

*'  yirs.  Prevost  is  described  as  attractive,  but  not 
beautiful,  well  educated,  literary  in  her  tastes,  and 
possessed  of  charming  manners.  She  was  older 
than  Burr,  and  of  a  deHcate  constitution.  Her 
disposition  was  gentle  and  affectionate.  Many 
years  after  her  deatli.  Burr  spoke  of  her  as  'the 
Ijest  woman  and  the  finest  lady  that  he  had  ever 
known.'  Burr's  letters  to  her.  from  first  to  last, 
'■\pre.ss  a  deep  affection  in  terms  which  have  the 
rinp  of  sincerity." 

The  author  of  the  preceding  refers  to  Colonel 
Burr  as  "Major,"  and  says  that  Miss  I)e  ^'isIne 
and  her  mother  were  of  "Swiss  birth."  Colonel 
Prevost  was  born  in  Geneva,  and  Mr.  De  Visme 
mav  have  been  born  in  Switzerland,  but  Mrs.  De 
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Visme  (Aon  StiUwell)  was  bom  in  New  Jersey,  as 
were  her  daiighlers,  Mrs.  Prevost  and  Miss  De 
Visme,  her  half-sister. 

Many  readable  accounts  have  been  written  of 
the  courtship  of  the  Widow  Prevost  by  Colonel 
Burr.  One  of  the  most  complete  and  interesting 
is  by  a  correspondent  of  a  New  York  paper  (47): 

llohokiu.  N.  J..  Srpt.  «6,  I90«.  —  ColooH  Burr  wooed  and  won 
hi.i  bride  in  llc^ppnlown.  Iloppentown  wu  the  lume  that  Hoboku* 
burr  in  Rrvolutionarr  times. 

'Ilie  okl  Ilcibuken  kdiI  Albany  poat  road  whicb  nuu  tlirougli  brrr 
wan  Ihr  only  route  from  New  York  to  Albany  on  the  weal  nde  td  the 
Hudson  River.  In  the  winter  tlie  road  on  the  eaal  waa  abandannl 
for  funeral  travel  and  the  one  on  the  weat  iiide  usfd  altoftrther.  (or  the 
reason  that  it  was  more  apt  to  be  open.  Snow  blocked  the  other  nwd. 
I'he  lltJland  Dutch  aettled  the  road  thickly  enough  to  keep  il  cfew 
of  obntrucliiin!!  from  Iloboken  up  ai  far  a*  the  Ramapo  Mountajita. 
The  mountains  on  either  side  protected  the  road  through  the  Ramapo 
Valley. 

Colonel  Burr  was  the  autocrat  of  the  post  road  Tor  a  time.  When 
(ieorjce  VVaiihinf[ton  moved  from  the  scene  of  the  battle  at  Tmiton 
to  Newburgh.  on  the  [Imlsun,  he  hailed  a  number  of  times.  For  aer^ 
wrelu  hi-  tarried  with  hin  forces  two  aiul  one-half  miles  from  the  WUige 
of  Mahwali,  which  is  oix  and  <Nie  half  milea  above  flofaokna.  The 
tentM  were  pitched  on  land,  which  in  now  part  of  Mountainside  farm. 
belonpng  to  llieodure  A.  Havemej-er,  of  New  YoA.  A  fence  t«- 
cliMes  the  tAl  camp  ground,  which  comprisra  seventy-five  acna.  At 
the  bark  of  it  b  Mr.  Ilaveroej-er's  mammoth  bam.  In  the  centre  a( 
tlie  field  ix  a  npreading  yellow  pine.  The  tree  t*  over  two  hundrwl 
years  old. 

I'mler  thin  tree  was  jiitchrd  the  tent  of  the  commaadant.  It  waa 
the  only  official  hradquartem  on  the  camp  ground.  Aitdrew  liafprr. 
one  of  the  Holland  Dutch  srltlm.  owned  all  the  country  for  milia 
around,  and  in  his  house  Washington  look  up  his  quarten,  and  hnv 
he  wrote  all  his  kilera.  beginning  "  HeadquArten,  BtigiU  CaaBtT." 
Part  of  the  Hopper  house,  as  it  was  dcngnated.  b  pwaened  in  tht 
south  wir^  of  Blr.  Uavemeyer's  madcn  tntiftft'nt     The  cod  ami  fi 
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■  plifari|^,ddia^G(mRdwithcaMtittoboldltiBtoet  Mon 
ling  to  Vb^nia.  Gtoaal  Wuhingfan  picMBtod  m  tUniier  Mt  to  Mr. 
Hofpv.  Tlie  set  dwemded  to  Andnw  Hofiper  Higennui,  who  u 
Mr  Bring  in  Bahwnj.  H«  gvn  it  to  the  Hon.  S.  Hewitt,  who  in  tun 
at  it  to  the  Wuhiiqitao  hewlqusitcn  at  NewIniBfa. 

Saffen'iCkm  WW  the  uunegiTai  the  narrow  rod^  put  nffording 
ic  aafy  enlnnee  to  the  Banupo  Vall^.  When  G«nenl  Wuhingtoo 
Nidted  it,  liii  |M*ctiaed  tj*  toM  him  that  it  Wh  impartant  ▼anlage 
ptmad.  A  luDdful  at  mta  at  thii  point  could  keep  back  an  aimj. 
To  the  northeait.  General  Waahingtoo  behdd  a  towering  mountain 
«itt  a  huge  nx^  dome,  wiuA  overiooked  everj'tlung.  He  dambend 
to  the  top  tt  h  and  swept  the  countiy  with  hit  ^aM.  New  Yoric  Hariwr 
iM  revealed  to  him.  He  wa>  able  to  diatinguiah  the  aticngth  o(  the 
Btilidi  fleet  and  obtain  a  valnaUe  obaerratiaa.  The  monntain  ii 
cdkd  the  Tonte.  Ila  top  is  700  feet  abore  the  poet  road,  and  1  jWT 
hel  abore  tlw  sea. 

The  regiment  known  as  Malcolm's  was  stationed  in  the  Clove  to 
guard  the  route  to  Newburgfa.  The  year  was  1777,  and  Burr,  who 
bad  just  been  appointed  Lieutenant KXilonel,  was  Idt  in  command  cf 
Ibe  force.  Earthworks  were  thrown  up  across  the  pass,  and  cannon 
vacmounledon  topof  them.  A  portion  of  the  dd  works  still  remains. 
Treea  are  growing  on  top  of  them.  When  the  Erie  Railway  was  buih, 
BD  opoiing  was  cut  through  the  works  tot  its  tracks.  Besides  being 
ia  a  poattion  to  beat  back  the  British  if  they  should  attonpt  to  ttHaw 
Goteral  Washington.  Colond  Burr  performed  the  du^  of  secmring 
fmn  intrusion  an  important  undertakiiig.  A  few  milea  back  in  the 
■Montains  were  the  Sterling  iron  mines.  They  derived  their  name 
fran  the  fact  that  they  were  originally  owned  by  Lord  Sterling,  who 
obtained  a  grant  of  an  enormous  tract  of  land  uuder  royal  letters. 
The  ore  was  taken  out  of  the  mines  for  the  great  chain  which  was  con- 
tfmeted  to  stretch  across  the  Hudson  River  at  West  Point  and  obstruct 
the  passage  ot  British  war  ships.  Some  of  the  old  furnace  where  the 
orr  was  reduced  to  iron  is  still  standing  near  Sterling  Lake.  It  was 
biiih  against  the  side  of  a  hill.  What  b  left  looks  like  a  stone  wall 
tinned  with  iron  rust.  Cannon-balls  were  cast  here,  and  now  and 
thn  one  is  uncovered. 

The  links  for  the  chain  were  fashiooed  at  a  forge  about  ei^t  miles 
•bore  the  Clove.  One  of  the  end  walls  of  the  foigc  yet  remains  in  an 
■■pti^t  position.     Ivy  thickly  overgrows  it.    It  is  a  short  distance  abore 
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Lorillftrd'a  sUtioii,  utd  the  Erie  Rai)w*y'a  tntdn  nm  witfam  ■  few 
feet  of  iL  The  shop  wu  directly  on  the  bank  of  the  Ranwpo  River. 
There  wu  ft  apy  in  Colonel  Burr's  linn.  It  wu  ■  noted  Toiy  nuucd 
Ctaudiua  Smith.  He  supplied  British  reconnoilering  parties  with 
hones  and  information.  He  had  «  cove  in  the  mountain  nde  acroM 
the  river  frmn  the  forge.  It  was  a  deep  indentation  in  the  rocks.  A 
thick  growth  hides  it  now  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  rcndi  it.  Smith 
WM  caught  and  hanged  for  his  work. 

Mrs.  HiiUp  De  Visme  lived  in  the  Hermitage  at  Hopperstown. 
The  house  was  a  fine  one.  It  set  back  from  the  post  road  and  was 
surrounded  hj  trees.  It  was  built  ot  the  ml  sandstooe  underlnng  the 
country.  The  present  owner  of  the  place  is  Mr.  Ehjah  Roaencrsnta. 
He  built  a  new  part  on.  and  the  fJd  part  serves  as  a  *^>nft.  The  new 
part  was.  however,  made  to  conform  to  the  old,  and  the  wlxUe  is  a  pic- 
ture of  the  Tudor  style  of  architecture.  The  roofs  are  pe«ked.  and 
many  of  the  windows  are  tliamund  shaped.  Mr.  Roseocranta's  name 
for  the  place  is  Waldwick,  "a  light  in  the  woods." 

Wlh  Mrs.  De  Vuune  lived  a  daughter  who  was  always  alluded  to 
as  "the  Widow  Prevost."  She  was  a  charming  woman,  and  the 
Hermitage  was  visited  by  all  the  beaux.  British  aa  well  as  American 
officers  were  guests  at  different  limes.  Such  social  gayety  did  not  pre- 
vail an^-where  in  tfaia  rt^on.  The  Widow  Prevost's  name  was  Tbeo- 
dosia  Prevost.  Her  huiband  was  Colonel  Prevost  of  the  British  Army. 
He  died  in  the  West  Indies. 

Colonel  Burr  came  down  from  Suffem's  Clove  to  a  social  event  at 
the  llrrraitage,  and  was  presented  to  the  widow.  He  became  an 
admirer  of  hen  al  unce.  and  the  more  he  saw  of  her  the  more  be  Eked 
her.  It  is  known  that  Burr  might  have  formed  an  alliance  with  a  power- 
ful family,  but  he  threw  a.-u<Ie  this  of^iortunily  to  woo  the  nidow.  She 
charmed  all  she  cmme  in  contact  with.  James  ^lonroe  began  a  letter 
to  her  "My  I>rar  liltU-  Friend."  and  Judge  William  Palcrsoa,  with 
whom  Burr  bffpia  hln  bw  «tudiea.  in  a  kiter  to  the  latter  ^loke  ol  her 
as  "a  good  gentlewoman." 

The  Hohukus  Creek  coursea  through  a  ravine  at  the  tenninalioa 
vt  which  was  the  cluster  at  house*  railed  lla(qieralown.  On  the  nofth 
■ide  of  the  Creek  lived  a  man  named  Hopper,  from  whom  tbe  placa 
received  its  name.  The  bouite  is  still  standing.  The  wooden  part,  ess* 
sisting  of  a  story  and  a  half,  rests  on  high  stone  walk.  A  pJana  *■• 
ii-nds  along  the  front  and  is  reached  by  broad  stepa.    On  the  o 
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■ck  d  the  Grade  wu  the  Zabriskie  hoiue.  This  was  ■  Uvem.  The 
Britiih  (ncunped  *t  H«ckeiiBack  heard  that  Hoppetstown  waa  a 
•trangUMk)  of  patriots,  and  came  up  to  destroy  it.  Word  of  their 
cotning  waa  received.  There  was  a  young  American  officer  aick  in  the 
Zabriikie  bouae.  Three  young  ladies,  who  were  belles  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, undertoolc  to  save  him.  When  the  British  were  coming  up  the 
road  they  bore,  with  their  own  hands,  a  feather  bed  from  the  Zabriakie 
bouse  to  the  Helper  house  atross  the  creek.  Behind  it  was  the  Ameri- 
can officer,  who  in  that  way  was  conducted  to  a  place  of  safety.  The 
Zal»iskie  house,  being  a  tavern  and  a  public  place,  was  burned,  but 
the  rest  of  the  place  was  spared.  Colonel  Burr  was  informed  of  the 
iofssiaii.  Down  from  the  Clove  he  clattered  at  the  head  of  a  troop, 
uixioua  to  display  his  valor  before  the  Widow  Prevoet.  The  British 
bad  started  back  for  Hackensack.  He  pursued  them,  but  no  engage- 
ment took  place,  although  when  almost  in  their  stronghtdd  a  few  shots 
*ne  exchanged. 

The  year  1779  found  Colonel  Burr  in  command  of  the  Westchester 
linn,  with  headquarters  at  White  Plains,  ei^ht  milen  east  of  Ihe  Hudson 
RivtT.  One  dark  night  he  detailed  six  Irusty  troopers  to  have  ready 
il  Sunuyside  (afterward  the  home  of  Wasliington  Irving)  a  large  barge 
Full  of  blankets  and  skins.  At  eight  o'clock  he  left  his  camp  and  gal- 
kiped  lo  the  river.  He  ted  his  horse  into  the  barge,  threw  it,  and  bound 
it  The  barge  was  pulled  to  the  west  shore,  where  Colonel  Burr  re- 
kased  his  horse,  threw  himself  on  ils  back,  and  spurred  it  thirteen  miles 
through  the  darkness  to  the  home  of  the  fair  widow.  He  reached  the 
Hermitage  at  midnight,  remaining  until  two  in  the  morning,  when  he 
ttarted  back  as  he  came.  I'he  eiilire  distance  was  beset  with  danger, 
but  Colonel  Burr  made  the  trip  once  more,  if  not  twice. 

On  July  i.  HSi.  Colonel  Burr  took  the  Widow  Pre\ost  to  be  his 
■  iff.  The  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  Paranius  (it  was  then 
*|wlled  Pyramus)  church,  two  miles  from  Hopperstown,  in  ihevallfv. 
IW  church  wa.1  a  stone  affair,  ix'lagonal  in  fonn.  The  stivpk"  ran 
ufi  from  the  cenler  of  Ihc  roof,  and  the  pulpil  wus  in  the  ccnli-r  of  llie 
't.urrh.  Tliere  were  no  pews  in  Ihe  meeting  house.  The  people  had 
'luirs.  the  ownership  of  which  they  determined  by  having  their  names 
•ritirn  on  them.  When  there  was  preaching,  Ihe  congregation  all 
pulW  up  close  around  the  pulpit  and  listened  lo  what  the  dominie  said. 
Tbffe  wfts  preaching  in  Pyraraus  in  17i5,  but  the  church  in  which 
'■Jorel  Burr  was  married  was  not  huill  until  1733.     For  a  time  the 
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church  wBa  used  bj  the  Britiah  as  a  prison  in  whieh  to  keep  C 
captives.  The  present  edifice,  a  s^^uare  stone  stnicttiR,  waa  buUt  is 
1800  and  retnodrllcd  in  1S78.  In  the  churcb-yaid  ate  gnra  k>  old 
that  no  idea  of  the  time  of  burial  can  be  obtained  bjr  anjr  rMorda  or 
signs  of  enstence.  For  the  first  buriab  there  were  no  ii 
tell  who  reposed  in  the  yard.  Flat  stones  picked  up  in  the  fl 
used  to  mark  the  graves.  SubaeqiientI;.  the  names  and  «gn  were 
cmrved  on  the  stones. 

One  of  America's  most  noted  poets  took  for  a 
subject  the  midnight  ride  of  Colonel  Burr  to  visit 
his  sweetheat^  at  the  Hermitage.  The  poem  is 
entitled  (48): 

AARON  SHIR'S  WOOING' 

Prom  the  commandant's  quarters  on  Westchester  Hdght 

The  blue  hilU  of  Ramapo  lie  in  full  sif^t; 

On  their  slope  gleam  the  gables  thai  shield  his  heart's  queen. 

But  the  redcoats  are  wary  —   the  Hudson's  between. 

Through  the  canip  runs  a  jest,  "There's  no  moon,  'twill  be  dark,  — 

'lit  odiLi  little  Aaron  will  go  on  a  spark,"  — 

And  the  loaiil  of  the  troopm  is.  "  Pickets,  lie  low. 

And  good  luck  lo  (he  Ctdonel  and  Widow  Prerosll 

Kight  miles  to  the  river  he  gallops  his  steed, 

I,ays  him  bound  in  the  barge,  bids  hia  escort  make  speed, 

I,MMr  IhHr  !(vi>rds.  Nit  athwart,  through  the  fleet  reach  70a  ahorc: 

Not  a  word!  not  a  planh  ct  the  thick-muffled  oar! 

Once  across,  once  agoiti  in  (he  seal,  and  away  — 

Five  league*  are  soon  over  when  love  has  the  say; 

And  "Oil)  Put"  and  his  rider  a  bridlr-path  know 

To  (he  Hermitage  Manor  uf  Madame  Pmost. 

lightly  done!  but  he  halts  in  the  gntve's  deepest  f^ade, 
'lln  his  horse  lu  a  birch,  trims  his  cur.  slings  his  blade. 
Wipes  the  dust  aiHl  the  dew  from  his  nmoolb  liandsome  fac« 
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Wtk  dw  kndiicf  ibe  braidcmd  sod  bonlcrad  in  Ucc; 
titat  sEfM  through  the  boz-rowi  tad  taps  at  the  hall, 
Sm  the  ^t  at  »  wu-^^t,  ft  lumd  white  and  imaD. 
Aod  the  door  b  mtbaiRd  b;  bendf  all  a^ow  — 
BUI  ia  snilea,  half  in  lean  —  Theodooia  PreroaL 

Alac^  for  the  aoldicr  that'i  buried  and  gone! 
What'a  a  toD^  abore  him,  a  wiealh  <n  hii  itooe, 
Cooqiared  with  iweet  fife  and  a  wife  for  one's  view 
like  thia  dame  ripe  aod  warm  in  her  India  fidra  f 
She  chidea  her  btdd  bmr,  jet  holda  him  dmk  dear. 
For  the  daring  that  bringa  him  a  night-rider  hen: 
Britiih  gaUanta  hj  daj  throu^  her  doors  cook  and  go^ 
But  a  Yankee's  tte  winner  o(  Hieo  Frerost 

Where's  the  widow  or  maid  with  a  mouth  to  be  last. 

When  Burr  cwnes  a-wooing,  that  long  would  resist  7 

lights  and  wine  on  the  beaufet,  the  ahutten  all  fast. 

And  "Old  Put"  stamps  in  vain  till  an  hour  has  flown  past  — 

But  an  hour,  for  eight  leagues  must  be  covered  ere  day: 

Laughs  Aanm,  "Let  Washington  frown  as  he  maj. 

When  he  kean  of  me  next  in  a  raid  oa  the  foe 

He'D  forgive  this  night's  tiyst  with  the  Widow  Prevoat!" 

Colonel  Burr,  evidently,  did  not  confide  in  all 
his  friends  and  tell  them  the  real  object  of  his  visits 
to  the  Hermitage. 

Colonel  Troup  wrote  him.  in  1780  (49):  "The 
Miss  Livingstons  have  inquired  about  you  in  a 
vciy  friendly  manner,  and  since  I  have  been  with 
them  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  removing  the 
■"ispicion  they  had  of  your  courting  Miss  De  Visme. 
They  believe  nothing  of  it  now,  and  attribute  your 
^its  to  the  Hermitage  to  motives  of  friendship 
'or  Mrs.  Prevost  and  the  family.  Wherever  I  am, 
and  can  with  propriety,  you  may  be  sure  I  shall 
^present  the  matter  in  its  true  tight." 
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Colonel  Burr'ii  courtship  was  not  unknown  to 
Judge  Paterson,  for  he  wrote  to  him,  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1779  (50): 

My  dt*t  Burr: 

I  came  to  this  place  Totcrday  in  the  aflemoon,  aad  regret  caUcumIv 
that  I  did  Dut  arrive  earlier  in  the  day,  a*  I  should  have  received  jrour 
letter.  My  stay  here  will  be  uncertain.  At  hcxne  I  must  be  by  the 
iM-ginninf;  of  April.  I  should  be  happy  in  seeing  you  hriore  toy  return, 
but  hunr  to  efTe<-t  it  is  the  question.  If  I  could  pcMsbly  discngaffe  my- 
self frcHu  business.  I  would  take  a  ride  to  Paramus.  Kly  best  respects 
await  on  Mm.  Prevoat,  and  everytliing  you  think  proper  to  Ibe  mistrrsa 
uf  yuur  affn-tinna. 

I  am  married.  Burr,  and  happy.  May  you  be  equally  wo.  I  cmn- 
nol  form  a  higber  or  a  better  wish.  You  know  I  should  rejoice  to 
meet  you.  Tell  Mrs.  Precast  that  I  shall  take  it  unkindly  if  she  does 
not  call  upon  me  whenever  she  thinks  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  ber. 
To  ol>li|ie  her  will  give  me  pleasure  for  her  own  sake,  and  <louble 
[kleanure  for  youra.  This  is  a  Btimage,  uncotmecled  ao«wl;  you  hare 
it  as  it  comes. 

I  coDftratulate  you  on  your  return  to  civil  life,  for  which  (I  csnnot 
forbear  the  tboUf(fat)  we  must  thank  a  certain  lady  not  far  from  Paramus. 
Msy  I  have  orcaiiion  soon  to  thank  you  both  in  the  coune  at  the  oext 
moon  for  being  in  my  line:  I  mean  the  married.     Atlieu. 

I  am  most  nncerely  yours. 

WiLUAM  PaTKMON. 

Colonel  Burr  and  Mrs.  Prevost  were  married 
on  July  "i,  MHi.  At  that  time  Colonel  Burr  was 
in  his  lwonly-.wvcnth  year,  Mrs.  Prevost  being 
thirty-six.  or  ten  years  his  senior. 

Mr.  ("harles  Burr  Todd,  who  compiled  the  ge- 
ncalog}-  of  the  Burr  family  (511.  says  that  the  mar- 
ria^-  took  place  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
at  Paramus.  the  Rev.  Mr.  David  Bogert,  pastor 
of  the  church,  performing  the  ceremony. 

This  statement  would,  at  first  glance,  seem  authoi^ 
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il■llv^  but  cuwful  inTestigation  disdoses  aeaning 


Hie  foUowiog  review  appeared  in  a  Nev  York 
paper  in  190S  (52): 

The  Hot.  Edward  Tujora  Conrin,  of  Neir  Bninwriek.  N.  J.,  ba* 
HMd  ■  faarth  cditioa  cl  hii  "  Maaul  of  the  Bcfomwd  Chnrcb  in 
Aacficm,  IWS-lflM,"  afts  a  I^mc  of  IS  jtma  linee  the  tfaiid  wai 
(HOed.  The  book  u  in  thrae  puts  and  an  appendu,  an  octaro  aC 
1,100  p^n  in  aD;  it  has  the  distindioa  that  do  other  daMminafioa 
posMani  sodi  a  work.  It  gives  a  full  general  faiatofj  al  what  OMd 
lo  he  called  the  Befonned  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  America,  in- 
<faiing  hiogtsfihics,  faibliogrsphieB.  local  diurcfa  historjr,  and  duono- 
lopcal  tulles.  There  aic  chapters  on  foreign  nussiaos,  with  nMie 
flan  SOO  sealoos  pioadjrtisers,  oa  the  Young  People's  Sodelies,  the 
AKaoce  d  Befonned  Cburcbea,  and  other  IJndred  topics.  Part  11, 
orer  690  pages,  gives  the  names  of  all  who  have  ever  officiated  in  this 
church  in  America  during  its  97B  jreais  of  existence,  with  luagraphical 
data  whenever  oblainaUe;  included  in  this  list  an  some  scores  of  names 
of  eonrerted  heathen.  Part  III  treats  of  the  churches,  gives  the  names 
nf  all  that  ever  bdmged  to  this  body,  the  pastorates  of  each,  with 
nttmux  to  the  local  histories.  The  appendix  shows  what  part  the 
various  educational  institutions  had  in  trsining  the  ministers. 

One  of  the  men  famous  in  church  annals  noted  here  is  Cornelius 
Van  DtHc,  1818-U,  who  translated  the  Bible  into  AraUc;  another  is 
Guido  VerbedE,  ISSO-OS,  who  did  the  same  for  Japan.  The  book 
will  be  of  value  in  reference  libraries  for  church  historians  and  people 
who  write  for  tmjrs  of  deeds  of  evety-day  heroism  and  long^spun  biB\-ety, 
boddes  its  original  use  as  a  histoty  of  this  particular  diurdi. 

Mr.  Corwin's  "Manual"  states  that  Benjamin 
Vanderlinde  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Paramus 
from  1748  to  1789,  Gerardus  A.  Kuypers  being 
his  colleague  from  1786  to  1780.  Isaac  Blauvelt 
succeeded  Mr.  Vanderlinde  in  1790.  The  pastors 
were  not  called  "Reverend"  but  simply  "Mister." 
"Sir.  Edward  Tanjore  Corwin  became  the  pastor 
in  1857. 
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David  Schuyler  Bogart  was  bom  in  New  York 
City  in  1770.  Was  missionary  along  the  Hudson, 
and  to  the  North  as  far  as  St.  Croix  in  1792.  In 
Albany,  as  an  assistant,  179'2-6.  South  Hampton, 
Ix)ng  Lsland  (Presbyterian),  179»-I800.  Blooming- 
dale,  1806-7.  South  Hampton  again,  1807-1813. 
Success  and  Oyster  Bay.  18IS-1826.  He  died  in 
1839  (53). 

The  pastor  of  the  Paramus  church  in  1902.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Vroom,  stated  that  "There  has  been  no 
other  Bogart  in  our  ministry,  and  no  Bi^rt  until 
the  nineteenth  century."  Mr.  David  S.  Bogart 
could  not  have  lx?en  more  than  twelve  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  Colonel  Burr's  marriage.  It  seems 
from  the  preceding  to  I>e  conclusively  proven  that 
the  marriage  wa.s  not  solemnized  by  a  Mr.  Bogart. 

A  private  letter  supplies  some  additional  infor- 
mation (54): 

^'our  notr  in  rrgard  to  Ihe  muruij^  of  Aaroa  Burr  ia  recnTed.  1 
wkn  gwHlur  al  Paramus  fram  I8A7-A3,  and  often  \i«iled  the  M  tiaoe 
hiHiM-.  very  larjce,  vl  Elijah  Rosrarrantc,  about  an  cifffith  or  a  quarirr 
of  a  riiile  norlhiviil  of  the  Huhokiw  ntaliitn  nn  the  Erie  Railroad.  Ttat 
is  \na  than  two  niilrs  (niin  the  Paramiu  churrh,  nhii-h  ii  louthe—t 
uf  llohoku.1.  Mr.  Rivcticrants  was  a  man  ot  fine  inlelliftmce.  and  be 
rrr<|um(ly  rrfrrml  to  the  fact  that  Aaron  Burr  **•■  marrifd  in  hi* 
huu»e.  1'hr  father  «f  Mr.  Rmenrrants  was  Elijah  RMef^raiit  {■»  the 
name  Li  «|*elled  on  hit  lombatone  in  the  Paramiu  churcfajiard)  and 
wan  bom  in  t7A6.  lie  was  a  fcrailiiate  of  Queeiu  (now  Rutgen)  Col- 
lr)(e  in  thi*  (-ity  in  1701,  and  Mtudin)  thrula|cr  under  Dr.  John  H. 
livinfplon.  ami  wa*  lic-mivd  to  prearh  in  17M  by  the  SjtKxl  cf  the 
Itt^ormed  Ihilrh  ('hiin-h:  but  he  turned  hw  allenliaa  at  oocc  to  mcdi- 
rini-.  anil  lived  an<l  <li«l  at  Paramuii  or  llohuku*.  llin  death  owurctd 
in  IRSe.  lie  waa,  therefore,  but  a  hitle  removed  frtim  being  coot(fii|M- 
rary  with  the  time  of  that  marriage:  wo  the  Iraditiun  could  banOj  bt 
wrong.     I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  alwaya  taken  it  for  grvrtvd.  tint 
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Aii  Vt.  HuWffliil  Ered  in  the  nine  bouae.    It  ia  •  toe  oM  pfawe.    A 
Ul  •  tmbaj  ago  the  tndilioa  wm  nerer  questioned  in  that  localitjr. 

The  peatav  of  Puamtii  dbuicfa  in  1788  wm  Benjamin  Vandei^ 
iMle  (hn  pwlanto  extended  from  1T4B-80),  but  be  could,  probeblj. 
Ml  i|icnk  Ki^^,  and  then  waa  no  nuniater  in  tbe  Dntdi  Oiurdi  in 
ITSIbydienameaf  Bogart.  BogvdusiatbeLalimiedfocmflfBagart, 
bat  there  waa  no  nuniatcr  of  that  name,  in  1788,  in  the  Datdh  Cbnrcb. 
I  Aink  that  Aaron  Buir  would  bnve  taken  a  minister  with  hint  fram 
Xnr  YoHc  er  daewbere.  I  have  never  seai  a  rrfoence  to  a  minirter 
lif thenameof B€^artinthatdec«de,1781'W.  llMre were, bowerv, 
ngra  <i  Bognita  in  Bergen  Count; .  N.  J.,  at  that  time.  I  think  jrou 
n^  leat  aaanred  that  the  mairiage  did  not  take  place  in  the  Paramua 
(kudi  buikling.  I  never  heard  that  itatcmcot  in  that  nd^boritood. 
Colonel  BuiT  might  have  been  married  bj  a  Justice  ol  the  Peace  by  the 
■aae  of  Bogarl    Sudi  marriages  were  common  in  New  Jency. 

From  many  letters  received  in  response  to  in- 
quiries, tbe  following  conflicting  replies  are  culled: 

"On  consideration  and  information,  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  the  marriage  occurred  at  the  home,  for 
neither  Burr  nor  the  widow  would  have  been  anxious 
to  make  an  umiecessary  show  of  themselves  by  going 
to  a  chureh  to  be  married.  Besides,  only  one  mar- 
riage that  I  know  of  ever  occurred  in  that  chureh. 
It  was  opposed  to  Dutch  Church  customs,  and 
all  about  Uiere  were  old  Amsterdam  and  Rotter- 
<lani  Dutch  people,  of  pride  and  affluence." 

"There  is  no  evidence  that  the  Widow  Prevost 
»M  a  member  of  the  Old  Dutch  Chureh  at  Pa- 
runus,  or  that  she  or  any  of  her  family  were  buried 
there.  As  Colonel  Burr,  before  his  death,  was 
attended  by  a  pastor  of  that  chureh,  I  have  thought 
'I  possible  that  Mrs.  Prevost  might  have  been  a 
"lembcr  at  some  time  during  her  life." 

"That  marriage   in   the  chureh  stoiy   has  been 
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told  to  me  by  a  dozen  or  twenfy  old  residents  at 
Paramus  Valley,  fiffy  years  ago,  and  I  never  before 
heard  it  disputed  or  questioned.  I  was  bom  at 
Perth  Amboy  in  1825  and  am  in  my  eigh^-first 
year." 

"A  record  of  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Prevost  to 
the  Hon.  Aaron  Burr,  July  4,  178S,  can  be  found 
at  the  county  seat,  Hackensack,  N.  J.  It  is  in 
the  New  Jersey  Archives,  Bergen  County,  Volume 
XXII,  page  39,  1st  Series." 

"The  church  in  which  Aaron  Burr  was  married 
has  stood  170  years.  The  first  marriage  ceremony 
solemnized  within  its  walls  since  then  (Colonel 
Burr's)  took  place  last  week,  when  Miss  Blanche 
Milter  and  Dr.  \V.  L.  Vroom  were  united.  It  was 
the  first  marriage  in  the  church  for  113  years." 

"As  to  the  wedding,  the  old  people  here  insist 
that  it  was  in  the  church." 

"  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Vanderlinde  was  stated 
minister  from  1748  to  1788,  when  the  Rev.  Ge- 
rardus  A.  Kuypers  was  called,  but  it  might  have 
been  some  other  minister  that  married  them.  He 
(Colonel  Burr)  was  married  in  the  old  Paramus 
church,  and  the  Widow  Prevost  lived  in  the  old 
Rosencrantz  place  at  Hohokus,  and  the  f:hurcli 
book  gives  no  name  of  either  B<^rt  or  Bogardua, 
and  that  is  all  I  can  tell  you  about  it.  lliere  maj 
l>e  some  one  who  knows  more  about  them  than  I 
do,  but  it  is  a  certain  fact  that  they  were  married 
in  the  old  church  at  Paramus."  (Paramus,  N.  J^ 
June  13,  1906.) 
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"As  to  where  Colonel  Burr  was  married,  the  more 
I  look  into  the  subject,  the  more  convinced  I  am 
that  it  was  not  in  the  Paramus  church.  It  is  sus- 
ceptible of  proof  that  Mrs.  Prevost  left  the  Her- 
mitage and  its  vicinity  for  more  than  a  year  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  marriage,  and  Parton  does  not 
say  in  his  "Life  of  Burr"  that  Burr  was  married 
in  the  Paramus  church." 

The  author  of  *'  The  Burr  Family,"  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  F.  J.  Walton,  of  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  a  gentle- 
man who  makes  a  specialty  of  New  Jersey  collec- 
tions, wrote:  "After  twenty-four  years  it  is  a  little 
difficult  for  me  to  give  authority.  I  went  to  Pa- 
ramus, saw  the  dominie,  and  records,  and  talked 
with  old  men.  I  must  have  got  it  from  some  of 
these." 

"Burr  was  married  July  2,  1782,  and,  of  course, 
somewhere,  but  not  at,  not  in,  Paramus,  Bergen 
Count}-,  N.  J.  I  have  given  this  seemingly  unim- 
portant item  ample  research,  and  hope  this  part 
of  historic  fiction  will  not  be  further  perpetuated." 

"  in  the  spring  of  1782,  Burr  was  in  Albany,  deeply 
engrossed  in  matters  legal,  and  the  wido%v  had  left 
this  locality  for  good  and  all  over  a  year  previous. 
Just  why  they  should  take  a  long  and  tedious  jour- 
ney to  be  married  at  Paramus  is  beyond  my  com- 
prehension. There  were  plenty  of  dominies  near 
at  hand." 

"In  reply  to  your  query  of  October  14,  1903,  I 
*ould  say  that  there  are  no  marriage  records  known 
I"  be  extant  of  the  Old  Dutch  Church  at  Paramus, 
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prior  to  1799.  Volume  XXII  of  the  New  Jersey 
Archives  gives  copies  of  the  marriage  records  of 
that  church  for  1799  and  1800. 

"  Local  tradition  is  to  the  effect  that  Colonel  Burr 
married  Mrs.  Theodosia  Prevost  in  the  church 
which  was  then  standing  on  the  site  occupied  hy 
the  present  edifice.  Mrs.  Prevost  lived  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  the  church,  and  it  would  seem  very 
probable  that  the  marriage  took  place  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, if  not  in  the  church  itself.  I  am  under 
the  impression  myself  that  church  weddings  were  not 
usual  in  those  days  among  the  Dutch  people.  I  pre- 
sume Mrs.  Prevost,  as  the  daughter  of  a  Church  <A 
England  man,  and  the  widow  of  another,  would  have 
preferred  to  be  married  by  a  Church  of  England 
minister,  but  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  such 
clergyman  available  at  that  time  within  thirty  miles 
of  Paramus,  and  it  was.  therefore,  very  natural 
that  she  should  be  married  by  the  local  cleigyman. 
I  do  not  at  this  moment  recollect  who  was  the 
pastor  of  the  Paramus  church  in  1782,  the  date  of 
their  marriage,  but  that  can  be  easily  ascertained 
by  reference  to  Corwin's  Manual. 

"I  presume  you  saw  in  Goodspeed's  catalogue, 
last  week,  a  notice  of  tlie  letter  of  Mrs.  Prevost 
Burr  relating  to  her  wedding.  Unfortunately,  she 
gives  no  details  of  the  marriage  ceremony  itself 
as  r^ards  the  place  where  the  wedding  ceremony 
was  celebrated,  nor  the  clei^'gman  who  officiated. 
I  think  the  document  in  question  is  the  original 
draft  of  her  letter  to  Mrs.  Sally  Burr  Reeve  (55).** 

The   letter   referred   to   as   being   sent  by   Bin. 
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Colonel  Burr  to  Mrs.  Reeve  was  written  some  time 
in  July,  1782.  From  it  we  learn  that  the  bridal 
pair  went  by  sloop  up  the  Hudson  to  Albany,  but 
the  point  of  departure  is  not  given. 

A  letter  of  date  June  3,  1904,  to  the  Town  Clerk 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  elicited  the  following  reply: 
"After  carefully  searching  the  records  of  Litchfield, 
I  fail  to  find  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Prevost  to  Colonel 
Burr  a  part  of  same.*' 

Here  is  a  modern  appreciation  of  Burr  in  his  home 
life  (56): 

Burr,  with  all  his  reputation  for  gallantry,  had  little  admiration  for 
bftutv  in  women  without  cleverness,  and  he  was  much  inclined  to  an 
appreciation  of  even  Stoicism  in  the  female  character. 

He  would  send  to  Mrs.  Burr  the  most  charming  little  letters,  written 
In  the  spirit  of  a  husband  who  aims  to  have  liis  wife  worthy  of  com- 
panionship in  their  choicest  mental  pleasure.  .  .  .  He  would  bid  her 
Dot  to  be  discouraged  over  the  complaint  that  she  had  made  about  her 
OMTOoiy,  and  not  to  expect  it  to  retain  with  accuracy  and  certainty 
all  Dames  and  events.  Whatever  Aaron  Burr  mav  have  been  before 
^is  marriage,  or  whatever  he  may  have  become  in  after  years,  his  con- 
'iuct  at  this  (>eriod  of  his  life,  both  as  husband  and  father,  displayed 
in  i  more  than  ordinary'  degree  a  capacity  for  enjoying  the  felicities  of  a 
mtIuous  household.  .  .  .  Nor  was  the  Widow  Prevost,  whom  Aaron 
B'lrr  married,  an  ordinar}*  woman.  She  was  his  senior  by  ten  years: 
*b#»  was  hardly  a  beauty,  and  there  was  a  scar  upon  her  face,  but  it 
*as  her  fine  feminine  manner  and  her  elegance  of  deportment  that 
^roiijrht  to  her  feet  the  foremost  of  all  the  men  of  his  time  in  the  power 
'"niptivate  her  sex.  She  passeil  away  when  she  was  still  in  the  noon- 
'i'Mf  her  vears,  but  Burr  ever  revertni  her  memorv  as  that  of  "the 
'^"^t  Woman  and  fiiu»st  ladv"  lie  had  ever  known,  or  as  *'lhe  mother 
"^  my  'rhe<»/*  and  in  ThotMlo^ia's  niind  and  person,  indetxl,  were  some 
"*  Jlw  Ix-st  cpialities  of  the  splendid  stocks  from  wliich  she  sprang. 

It  was  tln'se  ({ualities  that  first  causeti  men  to  doubt  whether  Burr 
'^'uM  have  \)evn  altogether  the  man  of  abhorrent  character  painte<l 
''V  his  (fjn temporaries,  when  such  a  daughter  was  his  worshiper.     They 
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ioduced  Junes  Putoo  to  revise,  or  Mften,  the  hush  opiniaa  wUd 
hiitotj  had  pawed  upoo  him,  and  Amnicui  women  el  patriotic  eo- 
dctiea.  who  tn  Uteycus  have  been  itudyitig  the  chancter  el  this  beauti- 
ful woman,  have  not  infrequently  been  led  to  look  upon  her  brilliant 
but  dishonored  father  with  lomething  of  the  aeoae  ol  pity. 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  preceding  was  an  article 
which  appeared  in  a  Western  newspaper  (57). 
The  following  letter  which  was  sent  to  the  alitor 
did  not  receive  a  reply: 

1  have  recdved  a  clipping  from  your  issue  of  Augurt  <.  1003,  in 
which  I  find  the  following  paragraph:  "Burr  cherished  an  enthusiastic 
devotion  for  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  chronically  faithless,  and  for 
his  daughter  Theodosia,  who  perished  at  sea.  But  he  never  loved  nor 
trusted  anybody  else.  He  had  no  respect  for  the  virtue  of  a  wootan. 
He  never  remembered  nor  repaid  a  kindness.  Except  as  to  his  r^ard 
for  his  family,  his  moral  character  was  without  a  redeeming  Itait." 

As  you  will  see  by  the  endosed  circular  letter,  I  am  engaged  in 
writing  a  "  Life  of  Colond  Aaron  Burr."  If  you  wit]  luiHlly  read  the 
small  slip,  also  indosed,  you  will  find  that  my  objert  is  to  lenm  the 
truth  about  Cokmd  Burr.     Vihm  I  do  learn  it,  I  shaU  print  it. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  editor  of  so  influential  a  paper  woold 
not  make  statements  like  thoae  quoted  above,  unless  be  possessed  aone 
ffood  authority  for  doing  so.  You  say  that  Burr  was  "chronically 
faithless"  to  his  wife.  In  my  researches  relating  to  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  Colonel  Burr,  which  have  covered  a  period  of  fully  twmly- 
two  years.  I  have  never  met  this  statement  before:  on  the  caBtnrr,  I 
have  a  great  many  references,  the  tenor  of  whidi  u  exactly  opposite 
to  your  dedaratiiM).  Judge  John  Greenwood,  in  a  paper  lead  bcfcwe 
the'  Long  Island  Iliatorii-al  iiyidety,  in  September,  1863.  sajd:  "His  life 
with  Mrs.  Prevoat  (who  die<l  before  I  went  into  his  office)  was  of  a  most 
affeHioiule  character,  and  his  fidelity  never  questioned.  There  is 
another  thing  that  will  add  to  hi*  credit,  he  was  always  a  gBtttlanaa  is 
his  language  and  deportment." 

In  another  part  of  hi*  address,  the  Judge  said:  "Thaw  are  aaUB 
who  supp(«e  thai  C'olood  Burr  had  im  virtues.  This  is  •  mjstahr. 
He  was  true  in  his  friendsUpa  aod  would  go  any  length  to  aarrc  a 
friend,  and  he  had  always  tte  si 
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I  could  quote  m*ay  other  such  refereticea,  but  thu  ooe  will  suffice 
for  mj  puipow.  Aj  I  said,  I  un  desirous  of  le«Tning  the  tnilfa.  If 
/oa  have  in  your  possession  any  reliable  infonnation  to  prove  the  cor- 
rectness of  jrour  uaertions,  or  can  refer  me  to  Anyone  who  can  supply 
joe  with  mich  protrf,  I  shall  be  greatly  obUged  for  the  same. 

It  has  been  said  that  Burr  did  not  many  for 
beau^;  it  is  also  certain  that  he  did  not  marry 
wealth,  or  to  gain  political  prestige  by  a  matri- 
monial alliance  with  one  of  tiie  ruling  families  In 
New  York,  as  Alexander  Hamilton  is  said  to  have 
done  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  Schuyler 
family.     Mr.  Vanderhoven  says  (45) : 

It  was  not  the  marriage  of  a  cold  and  selfish  schemer  with  an  eye 
only  open  to  the  main  chance.  He  was  well-bom,  young  and  handsome, 
■Hih  an  ennabic  military  career,  which  he  won  by  his  six  hundred  miles 
niarch  through  the  wilderness  and  his  bravery  with  Montgomery  at 
ijuft)ec,  and  he  was  a  rising  man  in  his  profession,  and  might  have 
lomied  an  alliance  with  any  one  of  the  wealthy  and  powerful  families 
"ho  lent  lustre  to  the  annals  of  their  State.  Such  would  have  been 
the  course  of  a  politician  or  most  ordinary  men:  but  Burr,  disdaining 
ihfiie  advantages,  married  the  poor  widow  of  a  British  officer,  the  most 
utipofiular  thing  in  the  then  stale  of  public  feeling  that  he  could  have 
done.  .  .  .  But  the  father  of  Theodosia  Burr  came  from  no  tnickUng 
Tire.  There  W'as  no  tainted  blood  in  her  veins.  In  choosing  a  wife, 
hii  (hiMce  was  too  sacred  for  mercenaiy  or  ambitious  consideration. 

We  have  seen  that  both  the  name  of  the  clerp}-- 
man  and  the  exact  place  in  which  Colonel  Burr 
and  Mrs.  Prevost  were  married  are  in  doubt.  There 
i-i  an  unstijjportecl  .statement  that  a  few  days  after 
the  wcddiiif^  the  happy  pair  paid  a  visit  to  Connect- 
iiut.  of  winch  State  a  ne[)hew  of  Colonel  Burr 
*ii.s  then  (iovernor,  and  that  they  were  received 
with  attention. 

That  the  courtship  and  later  union  were  produc- 
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tive  of  mutual  happiness  to  an  unusual  d^ree  ia 
evidenced  by  the  correspondence  which  took  place 
before  and  after  marriage,  l^ese  letters  have 
been  printed  either  in  full  or  in  part  by  Colonel 
Burr's  biographers,  Knapp,  and  Davis,  and  Parton. 
but  they  are  so  interesting,  and  so  conclusive  of 
the  continued  existence  of  marital  harmony,  that 
copious  extracts  from  them  are  here  reproduced. 
In  his,  will  be  found  philosophy,  literary  criticism. 
suggestions  as  to  their  daughter's  education,  and 
inurli  advice  on  household  matters;  in  hers,  more 
philosophy,  more  remarks  on  literary  subjects, 
references  to  the  little  Theodosia's  health  and  pro- 
gress in  her  studies,  remarks  about  her  own  health. 
accounts  of  home  life  and  pastimes,  and  some  allu- 
sions to  household  matters,  including  mention  of 
her  two  sons.  Frederick  A.  J.  and  John  Bartow 
Pn>vost,  who  were  students  in  Colonel  Burr's  law 
office  in  later  years.  He  had  always  taken  «  great 
interest  in  their  education,  as  it  was  his  wish  that 
they  should  \)o  accomplished  and  well-educated 
men.  All  his  rommunicattons  on  legal  matters, 
when  awuy  on  business,  were  sent  to  Mrs.  Burr 
and  by  her  communicated  to  other  attorneys,  or 
to  his  ste|>sons. 

From  UtM.  Fnvotl. 

LrrrHriELO,  Febniaiy  It,  17SI. 

I  am  happy  ihst  ihrrr  is  a  pmt  nUblLih«l  tor  llw  winter.  1  AaU 
rxj>n-t  to  hrar  frooi  vwt  rtrry  wt*k.  Mv  ill  hemlUi  will  not  pvnail 
nir  to  rHum  vtiur  punrtualitv.  Yuu  mtul  be  rantcnted  with  iMwing 
iiiirr  ■  fitrtniiHil-   .  .  - 

(Mn.  I>rv\>Mt'ii  hMlth  iraa  vm-  fn-hlr,  and  conUnucd  ■o.^ftn-ahc 
bn-am^  thr  wifr  <>f  ( '<>li>nH  Burr,  until  hrr  tlnraar.) 

If  th«  pMaon  whoar  kind  partialilT  jroii  nwntioa  n  Paltnem,  I  coft* 
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foM  mywdl  enrwdingly  flattered*  ai  I  entertain  the  hif^iert  opinion 
of  the  penpicuity  ol  his  judgment  Say  all  the  dnl  thingi  jrou  pleaie 
for  his  lolicitous  attention  to  my  health.  But  if  it  ihould  be  Troiq>, 
wUdi  I  think  more  probabie»  aasure  him  ol  my  moit  pfirmanent  grati- 
tade. 

FfOHi  Aft.  Pf0voii» 

LrrcHiiBLD,  Biaidb  <l»  1781. 

How  stiangdy  we  pass  thiou^  life!  All  adcnowledge  thcmaehres 
mortal  and  immortal;  and  yet  prefer  the  trifles  ol  to-day  to  the  treasures 
ol  eternity.  Piety  teadies  resignation.  Resignation  without  piety 
loses  its  beauty  and  sinks  into  insensibility.  Your  beautiful  quotation 
is  worth  more  than  aU  I  can  write  in  a  twehremonth.  Continue  writp 
tag  on  the  subject  It  is  both  pleasing  and  improving.  The  better 
I  am  acquainted  with  it,  the  more  diarms  I  find.  Woiids  should  not 
purchase  the  little  I  possess.  I  promise  myself  many  happy  hours 
dedicated  at  the  shrine  of  rdigion. 

From  Mrs,  Prevod, 

LrrcHnELD,  May,  1781. 

Our  being  the  subject  of  much  inquiry,  conjecture,  and  calumny 
»  no  more  than  we  ought  to  expect.  My  attention  to  you  was  ever 
pointed  enough  to  attract  the  oliservation  of  those  who  visited  the  house. 
Vour  esteem  more  than  compensated  for  the  worst  they  could  say. 
When  I  am  sensible  I  can  make  you  happy,  and  myself  happy,  I  will 
readily  join  you  to  suppress  their  malice.  But  till  I  am  omfident  of 
ihi^,  I  cannot  think  oi  our  union.  Till  then  I  shall  take  shelter  under 
the  roof  of  my  dear  mother,  where,  by  joining  stock,  we  shaU  have 
!»uffident  to  stem  the  current  of  adversity. 

From  Mr$,  Prevosi, 

Sharon,  September  11,  1781. 

My  friend  and  neighbor,  Mr.  Livingston,  will  have  the  pleasure 
(4  presenting  you  this.  You  will  find  him  quite  the  gentleman  and 
worthv  vour  attention. 

Enclosed  i.s  a  letter  to  my  sister,  which  must  be  delivered  by  your- 
self. You  know  mv  reasons  too  well  to  infer  from  mv  caution  that  I 
•-ntertain  the  least  doubt  of  Mr.  Livingston *8  punctuality.  .  .  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeve  were  well  a  few  days  ago.    She  rides  every 
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morning  to  twI  the  boj,  uid  tvtunu  before  bnakfuL     I  few  tbcv 
will  dinppoint  me  in  the  prooiiwd  riiiL 

We  were  ob)ig«d  to  Dr.  Cuttii^  for  the  moet  pkanog  aocoQiit  of 
jKMir  health  and  q>irits.    Abo  of  tout  great  pragreM  in  law. 

From  Colaui  Burr. 

ALBA.VT,  June  A,  I7SI. 
Thml  mind  is  tniljr  great  which  can  bear  with  equanimity  the  trifitng 
and  unavoidable  vexations  of  life,  and  be  affetTted  oolj  bj  those  event* 
whi(4i  determine  our  aubetantial  blii*.  Every  penod  and  every  ntua- 
tioo  has  a  portion  of  these  trifling  croMes;  and  tboae  who  expect  to 
avoid  them  all  mutt  be  wretched  without  rcapite. 

Frost  Colonel  Burr. 

Saturday,  December  5,  1781. 
A  si^  headadie  this  whole  day.  I  earned  it  by  eating  last  night  a 
hearty  supper  of  Dutch  sausages,  and  going  to  bed  immedialHy  after. 
...  I  look  the  true  Indian  rare  for  the  headache.  Made  a  light 
breakfast  of  tea,  itretched  tayatU  on  a  blanket  before  the  fire,  fasted 
till  evening,  and  then  lea  again.  I  thought,  through  the  whole  day, 
that  if  you  could  «il  by  me  and  stroke  my  head  with  your  little  hand. 
i(  would  be  well:  and  that  when  we  are  formally  united,  far  from  deetB- 
ing  a  return  of  this  disorder  un  muttheur,  I  should  esteem  it  a  fortunate 
apology  for  a  day  of  luxurious  indulgoMe,  which  I  tbould  not  other- 
wise allow  myidf  or  you. 

From  CoUmd  Burr. 

Sunday.  December  S.  17SI. 

An  old,  weather-beaten  lady.  Miss  Depeyster.  has  given  the  whole 
hi-itoiy  of  Burr,  and  much  of  Theo,  but  nothing  unfarocaUe.  In  a 
place  where  Burr  thought  himself  a  stranger,  there  \»  icatve  any  i^ 
fir  sex  that  does  not,  either  from  informatioa  or  acquaintanec,  loMNr 
something  of  him. 

I  am  surprixd  1  forgot  to  advise  you  to  get  a  FhmkEn  fl 
They  have  not  the  incoovenience  of  stoves,  are  warm,  save  wood,  ■ 
never  smoke.  The  cost  will  not  be,  probably,  more  than  ten  or  MlMM 
dollar*,  which  will  be  twice  saved  this  winter  in  wood  and  ooarfMl* 
and  they  may  be  moved  any  where.     If  you  have  aay  lean  ahoat  Blrt 
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(lb.  nenrt^  yoongert  diiU)  I  Iutc  nooe.  H«  will  nercr  bom  bim- 
■df  bat  OMC;  aad,  bf  wmj  of  preventive.  I  would  adriM  70a  to  do  tbat 
(or  bim.  ...  It  is  of  tbe  fint  impoitinoe,  tbst  jrou  waSer  ■>  Ettle  u 
imwible  tbe  picMnt  wiotcr.  It  mif ,  in  •  greet  mcMUK,  detennine 
jour  bealtb  erer  eftcr.  I  coofen  I  have  itiU  Mme  tramacnt  diitnute 
Uut  jroa  Mt  too  little  Tsliie  aa  yoor  own  life  and  comfort.  Bonember, 
tl  it  not  jtmn  alone;  but  your  letlos  ibaD  ooDvinoe  m& 

Fnm  Coland  Burr. 

Sundajr,  Deecmber  IS,  1181. 
Ur.  Van  Benawlerr  baa  aucceeded  perfectly  to  mj  with.    I  am 
villi  two  maideiu,  aimta  of  kii,  obligiiig,  and  (incrediblell)  good- 
Bttond.    The  veiy  paragon  of  neatncM.    Not  an  article  of  funutnie, 
wa  to  a  ten-settle,  tbat  would  toil  a  miulin  handkerchief. 

From  Coland  Burr. 

December  16,  1781. 
I  have  abo  been  biuy  in  fixing  a  Franklin  fireplace  for  myatX.     I 
■Iwll  have  it   completed   to-morrow.     I  am  reaolved  j^ou   shall  have 
<ne  or  two  of  them.     You  have  no  idea  of  their  convenience,  and  jrou 
OBU  an;  time  remove  Ibem. 

From  CoUmd  Burr. 

Albant,  December  S3,  1781. 

H^  dear  Theodona  is  now  happy  by  the  arrival  of  Carloa.  This 
*u  not  wishing  you  a  happy  Christmas,  but  actually  making  it  so. 
I't  iD  our  compliments  be  henceforth  practical.  The  languige 
"i  the  world  sounda  Tutsome  to  tastes  refined  by  ihe  sweets  ot  affection. 

I  Ke  mingled  in  the  transports  of  the  evtming  the  frantic  little  Bar- 
^-  Too  eager  to  embrace  the  bii.'is  he  has  in  prospect:  frustrating 
"u  ovn  purpoaes  by  inconsi<lerate  haste:  misplacing  evei^lhing,  and 
undoing  what  he  meant  to  do.  It  will  only  confu.se  you.  Nothing 
"ttrt  can  be  done  than  to  tie  him,  in  order  to  expeilite  hb  own  busi- 

The  wholt  (rf  your  letter  was  marked  with  a  degree  of  confidence 
"■d  irliance  which  augurs  everything  that  in  good.  The  French  letter 
***  Inilj  d^ant,  as    also   that   enclosed    in   compliance   with  my 
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From  Mt$.  Burr. 

New  York,  Ma;,  1783. 
The  family  *a  you  left  it.     Bartow  nerrr  quits  (he  <^ice  and  i<i 
pnfectly  obliging.     Your  dear  Utile  daugtiter  seeks  yoo  twenty  times 
a  day:  calls  you  to  your  meals,  and  will  not  suffer  your  chair  to  be 
filled  by  any  of  the  family.  -  .  . 

Bartow  has  been  to  the  surve)-or-general :  he  cannot  inform  him  the 
boundaries  of  those  lots  for  J.  W.    There  is  no  mi^  of  them  but  one 

Fnm  Mn.   Butt. 

Friday  rooniing. 
Mr.  Mar^Hn  calLi  for  my  letter  this  morning,  whidi  will  be  ddivered 
with  a  pound  of  green  tea  1  have  purchased  for  your  landlady  at  two 
doUan.     He  has  called.     I  am  hurried.     Ten  thousand  loves. 
Toujotirt  la  rArr, 

Thboikmia. 
To  Mrt.  Burr. 

May.  17&S. 
Hie  girls  must  give  me  a  history  of  iheir  time,  from  rising  to  nighl. 
The  hot's,  anything  which  inlemts  them,  and  which,  of  course,'  win 
interml  me.  Are  there  any  or  very  prewing  ealb  at  the  office  F  TT»e 
word  is  given  to  mount.  I  shall  have  lime  to  seal  this  and  orertake 
them.     Kiss  for  me  those  who  love  me. 

From  Mr,    Butt. 

Nkw  York.  April.  1789. 
The  family  an  you  left  it.     Thy  Tbeodosia's  health  and  fuiU 
increase  daily.     Bartow's  industry  and  utility  are  striking  to  the  family 
and  strangers.  .  .  . 

I  find  I  am  continually  speaking  of  myself.  I  can  only  accooat  for 
it  from  my  Aamn  having  persuaded  me  'tis  his  favorite  nibject.  aw) 
the  dtictne  desire  I  have  to  please  him  induoea  me  to  punue  it 

To  Urt.  Burr. 

Uajr  I>.  178S. 
The  letteta  of  our  dear  children  are  a  fcasL     Etoj  part  td  Ih^ 
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To  tin.  Burr. 

SuiuU;,  Mm;  M,  1T8S. 
Yon  wiU  racenpe  k  pail  of  butter,  peiiimpa,  with  thio.     I  have  bfco 
coatracting  for  the  year. 

Hare  jaa  done  ruimiiig  up  mad  down  itairsP  How  do  jrou  Hve, 
■iMp,  modmmuaejroundf?  I  wish,  if  jou  hmve  Inaure  (or,  if  you  hsTe 
■Ml.  make  it),  you  would  read  the  AbW  Mtbly'a  littfe  bocA  oo  tlw 
Coutitntion  of  the  United  States. 

From  Mn.  Burr. 

New  York,  May  «.  17S5. 
Mr.  Bfown  very  punctually  and  civilly  came  with  your  welcome 
packet  of  Thursday,  nine  o'clock.  It  wma  just  befcwe  dinner:  the 
rfaildrea  were  dispersed  at  difTerent  etnplc^ments.  I  fumiahed  the 
mmalel[Hece  with  tiie  contents  of  the  packet.  When  dinner  was  served 
up  thcv  were  called.  You  know  the  usual  eagerness  on  this  occti«on. 
Thpv  were  all  seated  but  Bariow  when  he  esiiied  the  letlera;  the  sur- 
]iri»e.  the  joy,  the  exclamations  exceed  description.  A  most  joyous 
tv|>ast  succeeded.  We  talked  of  our  happiness,  of  our  first  of  bles«ngs, 
uur  best  of  papas.  .  .  .  Your  dear  little  Theo  grows  the  most  engaging 
rh'ild  vou  ever  saw.  She  frequently  talks  of  and  calls  on  her  dear  p^». 
Il  is  impossible  to  see  ber  with  iDdifferecce. 

From  ifr*.  Burr. 

New  York.  August  98,  1785. 

Young and  his  companions  have  just  left  us;  ml  tasting  your 

Madeira  he  pronounce<l  you  a  d d  clc\cr  follow.     Your  merit  in- 

nraaed  with  the  number  of  glasses;  they  went  away  in  good  humor 
*itli  themselves  and  the  hostess.  Oh.  my  love,  how  earnestly  I  pray 
Ibtt  our  children  may  never  be  driven  from  jour  paternal  direction, 
tliil  voii  been  home  to-dav  you  would  have  felt  a.*  fervent  in  this  pmycr 
w  viHir  Thco.  Our  children  were  impressed  wilh  ulter  contempt  for 
'hrir  piest.     This  gave  me  real  satisfaction. 

I  really  believe,  my  dear,  few  parents  can  boast  of  children  whose 
nlmit  are  ho  prone  to  virtue.  I  see  the  reward  of  our  assiiluily  nnlh 
iiriprniiible  delight,  with  a  gratitude  few  experience.  My  Aaron. 
I'lry  have  grateful  hearts;  some  circumstances  prove  il,  which  I  shall 
Mile  lu  you  with  singular  pleasure  at  your  return. 
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FtawL  Itn.  Burr. 

New  You,  Angiut  t»,  ITU. 
Our  little  daugtiler'i  health  hu  improved  beTond  mj  expecUtioiu. 
Your  dear  Theodoaia  cannot  bou-  you  ^>oken  of  without  so  apparent 
melancholy;  insomuch  that  her  nunc  is  obliged  to  exert  ber  inTmti<» 
to  divert  her,  and  myself  avoid  to  mention  you  in  her  pieaence.  Sbe 
was  one  whole  day  indifferent  to  everything  but  your  name.  Her 
attachment  It  not  of  a  common  nature;  though  thii  waa  my  opiniao,  I 
avoided  the  remark,  when  Mr.  Grant  observed  it  to  me  as  a  singular 


From  Mr*.  Burr. 

New  York.  Sq>tember  U.  1785. 
Thy  orders  shall  be  attended  to.     Mamma  joins  in  the  warmest 
assuraitces   of  sincerest  affection.     Tbeodosia   and  Sally   in   perfect 
health. 

FroM  Mrt.  Bttrr. 

New  York.  August.  I7B8. 
Bartow  has  enclosed  the  papers-    Those  you  mentiooed  to  me  on 
the  nighl  of  your  departure  I  cannot  forward,  as  I  have  forgot  the  DSBBCs 
of  the  [tarties.  and  tbey  cannot  guess  them  in  the  office  from  my  deKri|>> 
tion.     1  hope  the  dinappointment  will  not  be  irreparable.  .  .  . 

The  two  girls  followed  you  to  the  slagebouse,  and  saw  you  sealed 
and  drive  off,  ...  I  have  just  determined  to  take  a  room  at  Aunt 
Clarke 'k  till  Sally  recovers  her  sppetite;  by  the  advice  of  the  pbysitsaB. 
we  have  chartgnl  her  food  from  vegetable  to  animal.  A  change  at  air 
may  be  e<|ually  beneficial.  You  shall  have  a  faithful  account  .  .  . 
TheudoMa  has  written  to  you  and  is  anxious  lest  I  should  owt 
sending  it. 

To  Ur».  Burr. 

Albajvt,  August.  1788. 
Why  are  you  so  cautiously  silent  as  to  our  little  Sally?  You  do 
not  nay  that  she  is  better  or  worse,  from  which  1  infer  that  abe  is  wane. 
I  am  not  wbollv  pleased  with  your  plan  at  nxat  diet  It  ia  racom- 
mended  upon  the  idea  that  she  has  no  disorder  but  a  gntcral  deblBtf. 
Ail  the  disorder!  of  this  season  arc  apt  to  be  atleodeJ  with  toMM,  ta 
which  case  animal  diet  is  unfriendly. 
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To  Mn.  Bwr. 

AuBurr,  Angwt,  I7M. 
I  bne  Jodpncnt  for  M""™**  ■giinst  Btomi,  after  » labond  uga- 
mmr     Inftinn  him  whh  1117  legudi. 

Fnm  Mn.  Bvrr. 

New  York,  Nonmbcr,  1787. 
Out  two  dear  [JedgM  have  an  imtiiictivc  knowledge  of  tbcir  mother'a 
fafia.  The;  have  been  awake  all  the  eroiing.  I  b«Te  the  Toungert 
in  my  amu.  Our  tweet  prattler  exdainu  at  every  noise,  "lliere'a 
imr  papa,"  and  runa  to  meet  him  .  .  .  M;  spirita  and  ncrrea  coin- 
tide  in  aaldng  repoae^  Your  daughter  commands  it.  Our  dcardul- 
ditn  join  in  the  atroogeat  aisurances  td  honest  love. 

To  Mn.  Burr. 

PoroHKiEFSiE,  June  89,  1788. 
Much  love  to  the  smiling  little  girl.     I  received  her  letter  but  not 
the  pretty  things. 

To  Mr:  Bvrr. 

Albant,  November,  1788. 
A  Captain  Randolph  will  call  with  Mr.  Meraeieau.    He  is  a  oMitr 
ud  an  honest  man.     Give  him  something  to  drink.     They  will  an- 
ncr  all  your  questions. 

To  Mra.  Burr. 

October  81.  1789. 
1  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  oT  Sunday  evening,  con- 
luniDf;  the  account  of  your  alarming  accident  and  most  foriunate 
■ncue  and  escape.     I  thank  Heaven  for  your  preservation,  and  (honk 
TW  ■  thousand  times  for  your  interesting  and  particular  account  of  it. 

To  htm.  Burr. 

Albant,  October  «8,  1789. 

The  history  of  raur  sufferings  this  moment  rrveivcd.     My  sym- 

P«lhT  was  wholly  with  your  unfortunate  left  hand.     The  distresunK 

'iiruQutsiices  respecting  your  face  must  certainly  be  owing  to  sonie- 

'hin^  more  than  the  mere  niiafortune  fX  your  bum.  .  .  .  Frederick 
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in  the  lad«st  dog  in  the  woHd  for  not  hanng  wrilten  me  (rf  your  situa- 
lion. 

To  itr*.  Burr. 

Claverack.  June  C7,  1791. 
It  U  surprising  that  you  tell  me  nothing  of  Tbeo.     I  would  bv  tra 
meaiu  have  her  writing  and  arithmetic  needed.     It  ia  the  p*rt  of 
her  education  which  in  of  the  moat  present  importance. 

From  Mrt.  Burr. 

New  York.  June  SO.  1791. 
The  Edwardses  dine  with  me;  they  had  taken  lodgings  previoua 
to  their  arrival  in  consequence  ol  a  report  made  tben  by  the  little 
Bodowini  (who  were  at  Mn.  Moore '■  last  winter)  that  my  house  wa* 
loo  small  and  inronvraient  to  admit  of  a  spare  bed.  I  esteem  it  a 
lucky  es<«pe.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  borae 
the  fatigue.  Charlotte  is  worn  out  with  slpeplrw  nights,  laborious 
days,  and  an  anxious  mind.  Hannah  eoostantly  drunk.  Except 
William,  who  ia  a  mere  waiter,  I  have  no  servant. 

From  Mr*.  Burr. 

New  Y(»K,  July  <.  I7»I. 
Theo  never  can  or  will  make  the  progress  we  would  wish  while  Ac 
has  so  many  avocations.  I  kept  her  home  a  week  in  hopes  SbcplHm) 
winilil  consent  to  attend  her  at  home,  but  he  abaolulely  decUncd  it. 
as  his  parlnrn  thought  it  derogatory  to  their  dignity.  I  was  tbenfore 
obliged  to  nutMnit  and  permit  her  to  go  •■  usual.  She  begins  to  d|Afe. 
Mr.  <'he\-aliiT  attends  regularty  and  I  take  care  she  never  omita  lean- 
ing her  French  lesnon.  I  believe  she  makes  moat  pragteaa  in  Ihia. 
Mr,  St.  Aivrr  never  cnmra;  he  ran  gel  no  fiddler,  and  I  am  told  his 
furniture,  etc.,  have  been  seized  by  the  sheriff.  I  donl  think  the 
dancing  lemoos  do  much  good  while  the  weather  is  so  warn;  tiMy 
fatigue  too  soon.  As  to  the  music.  Upon  the  footing  it  now  is  afar  cMl 
never  make  pmgTeas.  though  she  sarnfire*  two-lhiida  al  her  time  to 
it.  Tis  a  serious  eherk  lo  her  other  ac^iuirements.  She  muil  cither 
have  a  forte-piano  at  home  or  renounce  learning  it.  Her  echieallaM  is 
nut  on  an  advantageous  footing  at  present.  The  OKment  we  uc  aliBa 
she  tries  lo  amuse  me  with  her  impruvement,  which  llw  UtleiMb  faH«B 
will  alwan  command  my  attentioa. 
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From  Mti.  Butt. 

New  Yohk.  July  S,  I79I. 
TIko  hu  begun  to  write  Bcreral  lettera,  but  never  finished  one. 
Tbt  only  time  she  hu  to  write  is  &lso  the  hour  of  general  leisute,  and, 
■bfn  once  ahe  is  interrupted,  there  is  no  making  her  return  to  work. 

To  Mrt.  Burr. 

Albany,  July  17,  1791. 

I  hope  Theo  will  lesm  to  ride  on  horseback.  Two  or  three  hours 
*  <Ut  ml  French  and  arithmetic  will  not  injure  her.  Be  careful  of 
fnm  apples,  etc. 

From  Mt».  Burr. 

Pelhau,  July  93,  1791. 

You  may  command  Bartow's  attendance  here  whenever  i(  suits 
nxr.  and  you  have  a  faithful  envoy  in  Fredi-rick,  who  will  pi  post  with 
lour  rommand.s  a.H  oflen  as  you  wish.  It  is.  indeed,  of  serious  conse- 
'lUfnte  lo  you  to  establish  your  health  before  you  commence  poli- 
tiuin:  when  you  once  get  engaged,  your  industry  will  e\eee<l  your 
'lirngth ;  your  pride  cause  you  to  forjp-t  yourself.  But  remember,  you 
trf  not  your  own;  there  are  those  who  have  stronger  claims  than  am- 
\i\\\aa  ought  lo  have,  or  the  |)ublic  can  have.  ,  .  .  Theo  i^  niiicli  better; 
•^f  writes  and  ciphers  from  five  in  the  morning  to  eight,  and  also  the 
tme  hour?i  in  the  e\'ening.  Theo  makes  amazing  progress  at  figures. 
Though  Loui.ta  has  worked  at  them  all  winter  and  appeared  <)uite 
an  idept  at  first,  yet  Theo  is  now  before  her  and  assists  her  to  make 
W  suRLs.  You  will  really  be  surjiriseil  al  her  improvement.  She 
'lu«  not  ride  on  honcback,  though  Frederick  has  a  verj-  prelty  riding 
liiine  he  ke<-ps  for  her;  but  were  she  to  altempt  it  now,  Ihere  would 
''  M>  much  jcalonsy,  and  so  many  would  wi.sh  to  take  tlieir  tiini,  that 
I'  »oulc]  really  I*  improcticable.  Bui  we  have  the  best  substitute 
ii^apiable.  ;\s  you  gaie  me  lea\e  to  disjKise  of  the  old  whcehi  as  1 
iilii'seil,  I  gave  ihem  a.<i  my  part  towards  a  wagon;  we  have  a  good 
I'liin  Ihitch  wa^>n  Ihal  I  prefer  to  a  carriage  when  al  I'elham,  as  the 
'"nis<-  it  much  l)etter.  We  riile  in  numbers  and  are  well  jolted,  and 
•ill"Hil  dread.  'I'ls  the  most  j-.werful  exercise  1  know.  No  spring 
"■all,  bul.  like  so  many  \'ip^.  we  bundle  tiigether  on  straw.  Four 
""li>  ire  eijiial  lo  twcniy.  It  is  really  an  ae<|ui.silion.  I  hope  you  will 
■■^  Mir  little  girl  rosy  che<-ked  and  plump  an  a  partridge. 
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From  Mr$.  Bwr. 

PZLHAH.  J11I7  ffT,   mi. 

Hjl  ho!  for  Uw  lujor.  1  un  tired  to  death  of  living  in  a  nuraoy. 
It  u  Tcr;  wdl  to  be  annmd  with  chUdnn  at  so  idle  hour;  bat  tb^ 
intetniption  at  «U  timea  ia  inaupportablc  to  a  penoo  of  cmunoa  rdeo- 
tion.  Mjr  nerves  will  not  admit  at  it.  (Major  Prevoat  waa  m 
widower,  and  bin  children  were  left  in  the  care  trf  Mrs.  Buir  while 
he  made  a  voyage  to  En^and.) 

Tbeodona  u  quite  recovered  and  makes  gteat  progtraa  at  dpbering. 
I  cannot  say  so  much  in  favor  of  her  writing.  We  now  Icecp  ha  diicdy 
at  figures,  which  she  finds  very  difficult,  parlicularl;  to  prapoftioa 
them  and  place  them  straight  under  each  other. 

To  Mn.  Bwr. 

Philaselpbu,  October  30,  1791. 
Hicodaaia  must  not  attempt  music  in  the  way  she  was  tau^t  laal 
spring.  For  the  present  let  tt  be  wholly  mnitted.  Ndther  would  I 
hare  her  renew  her  dancing  till  the  family  are  arranged.  She  can 
proceed  in  her  Prracfa.  and  get  soine  teacher  to  attend  her  in  tbe  house 
for  writing  and  arilbmettc.  She  has  made  no  progreaa  in  the  UUer 
and  i^  even  ignorant  of  the  rudiments.  She  waa  hurried  thtongh 
different  rules  without  having  been  able  to  do  a  ungle  sum  with  ac> 
curacy.  I  would  wish  her  to  be  also  taught  geography,  if  a  antafalB 
teacher  can  be  found. 

To  iln.  Burr. 

pHit.AD£LPHiA,  November  14.  1791. 
I  expressed  myself  ill  if  1  led  you  to  brtieve  thai  I  wished  any  evi- 
dence or  criterion  of  Theodoma's  underatanding.  I  desire  imlkf  lo 
promote  ibt  growth  by  its  appKcation  and  esmiae.  Her  psijtai 
etnplormenis  have  no  such  tendency,  unlcM  arithmetic  engages  a  part 
of  her  attention.  Than  this,  nothing  can  be  more  useful,  or  faetiv 
advance  tbe  object  I  have  in  view.  ...  I  have  no  voice,  but  eoaU. 
undoubtedly,  have  some  influence  in  tbe  appointment  you  ifMak  of. 
For  the  man  you  know  I  have  always  entertained  mudi  inliiiui.  but  k 
is  here  said  that  he  drinks.  The  effect  of  the  belief,  even  «f  ih*  M»> 
picion  cf  this,  could  not  be  conlraverled  by  any  e 
of  his  friends. 
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More  than  a  year  before  Colonel  Burr's  marriage. 
Judge  William  Paterson,  a  life-long  friend,  wrote 
him,  wishing  him  marital  felicity.  The  Judge  must 
have  known  of  Burr's  interest  in  the  Widow  Prevost 

,.     ,       -  Raritan,  April  14,  1780. 

Hjr  dear  Bun:  '^ 

1  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acImowledgeiRg  the  receipt  of 
rour  datetfM  letter,  and  returning  you  my  best  thanks  for  it.  Mr.  and 
Mn.  Reeve  have  been  so  kind  as  to  tarry  a  night  with  me.  We  en- 
deavfwed  to  prevail  upon  them  to  paaa  a  few  days  with  us,  and  should 
hive  been  happy  if  we  could  have  succeeded.  ...  1  wrote  you  the 
Utter  end  (rf  January  from  the  Hermitage  and  intrusted  the  letter  to 
Ui8.  Frevoet.  It  was  a  mere  scrawl.  This  is  of  the  same  cast.  Haw- 
rrrr,  I  promise  the  very  first  leisure  hour  to  devote  it  entirely  to  you 
in  the  letter  way.  Although  I  do  not  write  frequently  to  yoii.  yet, 
Wie*-e  me,  I  think  frequently  of  you.  Oh,  Burr!  May  you  enjoy 
hnlth  and  be  completely  happy;  as  much  so  as  I  am  —  more  I  cannot 
■ith  you.  Nor  will  you  be  able  to  attain  high  felicity  until  you  experi- 
ence such  a  union  as  1  do. 

The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeve  referred  to  in  the  letter 
were  Judge  Tappan  Reeve  and  liis  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Sarah   Burr,   the  Colonel's  only  sister. 

Burr's  letters  to  his  wife,  and  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed of  her  years  after  her  death,  show  that  he 
Was  thankful  to  have  been  so  endowed  with  a  heart 
capable  of  seeing  and  knowing  the  innocence,  beauty, 
ami  value  of  the  gift  whicii  had  been  bestowed  upon 
hini.  Surely  love  concjuers  all  tilings — ^  is  immeas- 
urably above  all  ambition,  more  precious  than 
health,  more  noble  than  name.  He  knows  not 
life  who  knows  not  that  —  he  has  not  felt  the  Iiigh- 
^t  faculty  of  the  soul  who  has  not  enjoyed  it.  In 
the  name  of  Theodosia,  his  wife,  he  wrote  the  com- 
pletioD  of  hope  and  the  summit  of  happiness.      To 
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have  such  a  love  is  the  only  blessing,  in  comparison 
with  which  all  earthly  joy  is  of  little  value. 

That  Mrs.  Burr's  married  life  was  very  happy  is 
proved  conclusively  by  the  letters  written  to  her 
husband,  and  from  him  to  her. 

From  March  4.  1791.  to  March  4,  1797.  Colonel 
Burr  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  unable  to  see  his  wife  and  family  except 
at  long  intervals.  To  make  the  trip  from  Phila- 
delphia to  New  York,  as  a  rule,  took  three  days. 
while  a  greater  period  of  time  was  often  required 
for  the  jouniey. 

Brief  extracts  from  Colonel  Burr's  letters  to  His 
wife  follow;  they  cover  a  wide  range  of  subjects. 
as  did  those  written  l>efore  marriage.  Coiutant 
references  arc  made  to  her  health ;  in  fact,  she  was 
an  invalid  from  the  time  of  her  marriage  until  her 
death.  If  Burr  had  lieen  a  heartless  man,  he  would 
have  deserted  her,  but  he  never  failed  in  solicitude 
or  helpfulness.  In  the  latter  part  of  1793  he  ad- 
dressed his  letters  to  hi.s  daughter  instead  of  Mrs. 
Burr,  but  in  all  of  them  were  inquiries  as  to  his 
wife's  heiilth,  and  suggestions  as  to  the  treatment 
of  her  complaint.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Rush  lived 
in  Philadelphia  where  Congress  sat.  and  Colonel 
Burr  was  in  constant  communication  with  him  in 
reference  to  her  disease. 

To  Mrt.  Burr. 

PKiLADELraiA,  iMi  Fchniaij.  17V1. 

It  will  not  <lo  Tor  rar  at  pnsmi  lo  Imvr  this  pUc«.     I  thmO  Umrfwc 

r«[in't  you  hrrr;  u)(l  if  you  («niiot  !ip*re  thr  time  to  cofiw  bcf«.  I  «iB 

mrrt  ytiu  rilhrr  at  Princvtan  or  Tmitoa  (prrfnTing  IW  hUcr),  ai7 

cvnting  j'ou  •hall  natnc.    Saturday*  and  Sundays,  ytn  kaov,  wM  «V 
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boljikTs.  I  cmn  with  ease  be  at  Trenton  at  breakfast  on  Saturday 
DHraing,  or  even  Friday  evening,  if  thought  more  eligible.  My  rooms 
tl  No.  ISO  South  Second  Street  &r«  ready  to  receive  you  and  Mrs.  A., 
it  ihe  cboosea  to  be  of  the  party.  .  .  .  My  lodging  are  on  the  right 
bud  as  you  come.  Drive  directly  up  a  while  gale  between  two  lamps, 
ud  take  poosession.  If  I  should  be  out,  the  servant  wilt  know  where, 
ud  will  find  me  in  a  few  minutes.  Do  not  travel  with  any  election 
putisan  (unless  an  opponent). 

To  Mm.  Burr. 

Philadelphia.  4th  December,  1791. 

I  fear  I  have  for  the  present  deprived  you  of  the  pleasure  of  reading 
Gibbon.  If  you  cannot  procure  the  loan  of  a  Ixindon  edition,  I  will 
Mod  you  that  which  I  have  here.  In  truth,  I  bought  it  for  you,  which 
» ttmoet  confessing  a  robbery. 

To  render  any  rwuling  really  amusing,  or  in  any  degree  in.struclive, 
'ou  .iihould  never  pa.ss  a  word  you  do  not  uiiilersland,  or  Ihe  name  i>f  a 
f»T5on  or  place  of  which  you  have  not  some  knowledge.  After  an 
'iperimeot  of  Ihi.s  mode  you  will  never  abandon  it. 

If  rou  have  never  read  Plulareh's  Lives  (or  even  if  you  have),  you 
»ill  read  them  with  much  pleasure.  You  expressed  a  curiosity  to 
pmue  Paley's  Philosophy  and  Natural  History.  When  you  are  weary 
<i  Mwring  with  him.  and  wish  to  descend  into  rommon  life,  read  Ihe 
'omedies  of  Plautus,  The  reading  of  one  book  will  invite  you  to 
Uolber.  I  cannot.  1  fear,  at  this  ilistance,  advise  you  successfully: 
murh  less  can  I  hope  to  a.s.Mst  yiiu  in  your  reading.  Your  complaint 
''jDiir  menion,'.  even  if  fcumieil  in  fnel,  iiintains  nothing  diw'ourag- 
"la  It  aJanning.  I  would  not  wish  you  to  posses.*  that  kind  of  memory 
'iiirh  retains  with  accuracy  and  certainty  all  names  anil  dales.  I  never 
ion  it  to  accompany  much  invention  or  fancy.  It  is  alinast  Ihe  rxclu- 
•ivr  Ue^-ing  of  .lulines.-.  'I'hc  niiml  wliiih  percciv.-s  clearly, acl.ipis 
>'!'!  a|>pri<priati-»  ati  idea,  and  i*  Ihu.s  enlarged  and  invigtirateil.  Il  is 
■f  litiie  moment  whether  the  book.  Ihe  lime,  or  the  occasion  be  recol- 

To   .Ur.,.    liurr- 


I'niI.ADf:LI>llM 

,  r>ecember 

13.   1791. 

THl  Bartf 
■bn  (rrivcH  i 

iw  that  I  have  this  evening  n-cti 
n  town  last  Monday.     Ueg  him  i 

vcd  his  Idle 
never  agaiu  1 

r  by  Vining. 
to  write  by  a 
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pri^'Ble  hand  about  business  when  Ibere  is  *  post.  .  .  . 

with  your  nflcctioiu  on  Ihe  books  of  two  of  our  Hniiwnt  c 

You  have,  in  a  fi-w  words,  given  a  1ivpl)r  portrait  of  the  men  and  their 

worlcs.     I  could  not  rcpreaa  the  vaniljr  of  showing  it  to  a  friend  dt  ooc 

of  the  aulhora. 

To  itrt.  Burr. 

Philadelphia.  December  15,  17BI. 

Your  "ncMisense"  about  Voltaire  contains  more  good  soue  than 
all  the  Ntrictuns  I  have  sera  upon  his  works  put  togrtber.  Nest  to 
yoiiT  own  i'K-as,  iboHr  you  ptvc  nir  from  Mr.  J.  wrrr  most  acceptable. 
I  wiali  yuu  would  continue  to  give  me  any  fugitive  ideas  or  mnarks 
which  may  occur  to  you  in  the  courae  of  your  reading:  and  what  jim 
call  your  rattling  way.  in  that  of  all  things  which  pleases  me  the  moiL 
In  !>h(irt.  let  the  way  be  your  own,  and  it  cannot  fail  to  be  acoeptaUe, 
to  plra^te.  and  to  amuse. 

To  Mri.  Burr. 
PiiiLAnF.ij>iiiA,  18th  December,  1791. 

Your  account  of  Madame  (iriilin  suq>riMa  me,  and  i*  a  new  m- 
dence  of  the  nere«ily  of  reading  books  before  we  put  them  into  the 
baniLi  of  children.     Rrpulalion  in  inilee<l  a  prfearious  leal.  .  .  . 

Yon  would  excuse  the  Rlovenlinen.  and  admire  the  length  ti  Urn 

M-mwl,  if  ytiu  muld  l<H>k  into  my  study  and  see  the  61e  of  niiaiiswiiwl 

and  f\fn  un{>eruiHil  letters:  bundles  of  papers  on  public  and  on  ptiTila 

buMnmi:  all  wiliciling  that  preference  of  altentioa  which  TTiriiiliMii 

knows  how  lo  command  from  her  —  . 

Aahmi. 

To  Mri.  Burr. 

PtiiLAnELPiiiA,  27th  December.  ITSI. 

This  rvrning  I  am  suffering  un<ler  a  severe  paroxysm  of  the  Wad- 
ache.  Your  letters  n-ciivcd  to-nighl  have  tended  to  bqpiilc  the  tinar, 
and  were  Hi  Irani  a  lcni|Hiran'  relief.  I  am  now  silting  with  my  f(ri 
ill  warm  water,  my  head  wrappe*!  in  vinegar,  and  drinkii^  cbaaanBi 
ti'.i.  anil  all  hilhrrto  lo  little  pur|Hwe.  ...  1  am  dtanned  willi  yam 
Bi-iimnt  iif  'riiendosis.      Kim  tier  a  hundred  limca  for  me. 

I  have  lieeii  these  three  weeks  procuring  two  trifles  to  acwl  yOK 
but  ail)  at  length  out  of  all  patience  with  ihc  Stupidity  and  |iiuuMli 
iialinn  iif  thuMe  eiii|>t»ye<l ;  M{iecially  as  the  principal  artkfe  is  •  pfMi 
of  furniture,  a  iienonal  nmvftiimce.  which,  wbai  dMW.  wO  Ml  Mrt 
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Etc  doUan.  Ilie  other  is  something  between  k  map  and  a  picture. 
Tkou^  they  will  not  arrive  at  the  season  I  had  wished,  they  will  at 
m  MHoo  be  lokens  of  the  affection  erf  .     „ 

'  A.   BUHB. 

To  Mrs.  Burr, 

Philadelphia,  ISth  January,  1793. 

I  wrote  you  yeaterday  and  have  nothing  to  add  respecting  myself: 
ud  only  a  repetition  of  my  prayers  for  you,  with  my  most  affectionate 
lod  anxious  wishes. 

To  Mrt.  Burr. 

Philadelphia,  8th  F^ruary,  1793. 

You  may  recollect  that  1  left  a  memorandum  of  wbal  Theo  was  to 
lam.  I  hope  it  has  been  strictly  attended  to.  Desire  Gumey  not 
lo  attempt  to  teach  her  anything  about  the  "concorda."  I  will  show 
Ilim  bow  I  choose  that  should  be  done  when  I  return,  which,  1  thank 
(jud,  is  but  three  weeks  distant 

1  have  been  out  but  once,  half  an  hour  a(  Mrs.  P'h.  a  concert;  but 
I  nil  oflen  at  Mrs.  L's.  I  am  more  anil  more  litrurk  with  llie  nnlivc 
piod  sense  of  one  of  (hat  family,  and  more  and  more  <lisgijsted  with 
Ih*  manner  in  which  il  is  ob-scn'oi  and  pcncrted.  Ciirswl  cffccLs  nf 
fuhionable  education,  of  which  both  sexes  are  the  advocates,  and  youra 
minently  the  victims.  It  I  could  foresee  that  Thco  would  become  a 
nnr  fashionable  woman,  with  all  the  attendant  frivolity  and  vacuity 
ofmind.  adorned  with  whatever  grace  and  allurement,  I  would  earnestly 
prtv  (jod  lo  take  her  forthwith  hence.  But  1  yet  hnp^  by  her,  to  eon- 
rime  the  world  what  neither  sex  appears  lo  believe  —  that  women  have 

To  Mr:,.  Burr. 
P1111.A  DELPHI  A,  iJth  February,  1793. 
It  was  a  knowledge  of  your  mind  which  first  inspire<l  me  with  a 
t«IHTt  for  thai  of  your  sex.  and  with  nonw  n-gn-t.  I  nmfi's-.  lli.il  the 
'  I'-i.  whicli  you  have  often  Iicanl  nic  express  in  favor  i.f  ffrimtc  intcl- 
lilual  powers  arc  foundwl  on  what  I  have  iniapniil,  mon-  than  what 
I  htvp  seen,  except  in  yon.  I  have  endeavored  to  trace  the  caii.scs  of 
thi.  rarf  di-jilny  of  c-'iiius  in  women,  ond  find  Ihcm  in  the  errors  of 
Mucali'in.  of  prejudice,  and  of  hiibrl.  I  adniil  Ihul  men  are  i'i|ually, 
My  more,  much  more  to  blame  than  women.  Boys  and  girls  are 
era"»Jly  educated  much  in  the  same  way  until  they  are  eight  or  nine 
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vMta  of  age.  uid  it  ia  mdaiilted  tlwt  girb  nuke  at  lc«at  equal  pingif 
with  the  boy*;  f^nmlly,  indwd,  thry  make  better.  Htliy,  tbcn.  baa 
it  never  been  thought  worth  the  attempt  to  discover,  by  fair  experi* 
Dient,  the  p&rtinilar  age  >1  which  the  male  superiority  bea>a>«a  to 
e\idenl  ?  ...  I  do  not  like  Theo's  indolence,  or  the  apologici  whiok 
are  made  for  it.  Have  my  directiixis  been  pursued  with  regard  lo 
her  Latin  and  geogr^hy  ? 

To  Mr*.  Butt. 
Phii^delfhia,  ISth  Februair,  I7VS. 
You  have  heard  me  ^leak  of  Mim  Wolblonccraft.  who  haa  written 
nomething  on  the  French  revolution;  she  haa  alao  written  a  book  eo* 
title))  "  Vin<liratii>n  <rf  the  Rights  of  Woman."  I  had  beard  it  apokcn  ttf 
with  a  ruldness  little  calculated  to  excite  attention;  but  aa  I  rt*d  with 
avidity  and  prepossession  everything  written  by  a  lady,  I  made  haatc 
to  pnicun-  it.  and  upenl  the  latl  night,  almost  the  whole  of  it.  in  rcadii^ 
it.  B«-  aHsun^  that  your  sex  ban  in  her  an  able  advocate.  It  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  work  of  genius.  She  haa  auccearfuUy  adopted  the  atjle 
•if  Houmeau's  KmiUai,  and  her  comment  on  that  work.  capeciaBj 
what  relat<^<  lo  female  education,  rontain*  more  good  sense  than  al 
the  other  criticisms  upon  him  which  I  have  seen  put  together. 
I  promiM-  nii'self  much  pleasure  in  reading  it  to  you.  la  it  owti^  to 
ignorance  ur  prejudice  that  1  have  not  met  a  angle  petaon  who  hid 
discovered  or  would  allow  ibe  merit  of  this  work  ? 

To  ifn.  Aurr. 
Piiii^iiKLPiitA,  18th  February.  1798. 
Be  assuretl  that  after  what  you  have  written  I  shall  not  aend  for 
(!umey.  Deliver  him  the  eneloM-d.  I  hope  it  may  animate  bis  attts- 
tion:  and  tell  him,  if  you  think  proper,  that  I  iihall  be  much  rfJMatirfnl 
if  Theu'a  progn-Hs  in  I^^lin  be  not  verj'  ronstderable  at  mj  ictw*. 
(ieiigraphy  has.  I  hope,  been  abandoned,  for  be  has  no  talent  tH  tanc^ 
ingil. 

To  Mr*.  Butt. 

tab  December.  ITK. 
Sinre  being  at  this  place  I  have  had  several  cooveraaliaaa  with  Dt. 
Huih  r(>|>e<-ling  your  distressing  illness,  and  I  hare  rwon  to  bcGm 
that  he  has  given  the  subject  some  r 
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oOed  ca  tne  and  prat  me  his  mdrice  that  jmi  shoold  take  bonlodc. 
He  ays  that  In  th«  waj  in  which  it  i*  uaually  prepued,  70U  abouM 
""ttw  with  ft  (fcMe  ol  (»e-taith  o(  »  grain,  lod  increue  u  jou 
n^  flnd  ym  on  bev  it;  that  it  hu  the  narcotic  powen  of  opium. 
tapttmiiei  to  other  qualities.  When  the  doae  is  too  great,  it  maj  be 
dbcoTcnd  by  vertigo  or  giddineas;  and  that  he  has  known  it  to  work 
vooderful  curca.  I  was  the  more  pleased  with  this  advice,  as  I  had 
Ml  told  him  that  jou  had  been  ia  the  haUt  of  using  this  medidne; 
dw  cancurrenoe  of  his  opinicai  gave  me  great  faith  in  it.  God  grant 
ibat  it  maj  restore  yaar  health,  and  to  your  affectiMiate 

A.  Btob. 
To  Aw  daughter  Tkeodoiia. 

Philadelphia,  SIst  December,  ITM. 
Yea  see  I  never  let  your  letters  remain  a  day  unanswered,  in  whid 
I  *idi  you  would  imitate  me.  ...  I  suspect  your  last  journal  was 
sot  written  from  day  to  day,  but  all  on  one,  or  at  most  two  days,  from 
aoDory.  How  ia  this?  Ten  or  fifteen  minutes  every  evening  would 
Dot  be  an  unreasonable  sacrifice  from  you  to  me.  .  .  .  Give  a  place 
to  your  mamma's  health  in  your  journal.  Omit  the  formal  concluKon 
ofjour  ktlen.  and  write  your  name  in  a  larger  hand.  .  .  . 

This  day's  mail  has  brought  me  nothing  from  you.  1  have  but 
'■o  letters  in  three,  almost  four,  weeks  and  the  journal  ia  ten  days  in 
mrar.  What  —  can  neither  affection  nor  civility  induce  you  to  de- 
int«  lo  me  the  small  portion  of  time  which  I  have  required?  Arv 
■albority  and  compulsion,  then,  the  only  engines  by  which  you  can 
)'  moved  7  For  shame,  Theol  Do  not  give  me  reason  to  think  so 
illuf  jou. 

To  hu  daugbtfr  Theodotia, 

PiiiLADRLPHiA,  4th  January,  171)4. 
Al  the  moment  of  clwing  the  mail  yesterday.  I  received  your  tetter 
tirlosinf;  the  pills.  I  cannul  rrfrr  to  it  by  dale  as  it  has  none.  Tell 
m'  truly  <li<l  you  write  it  without  aasislanceP  la  the  language  and 
^tliiif;  your  own  ?  If  •m.  it  <loea  you  much  honor.  The  subject  of 
''  <>bli|!ed  me  to  show  it  to  I>r.  Rush,  which  I  did  with  great  pride. 
Hf  inijuiml  your  age  half  a  dozen  times,  and  paid  some  handsome 
''nupliments  to  the  handwriting,  the  style,  and  the  correctness  of  your 
Mler. 
The  account  of  your  mamma's  health  distresses  me  extremely. 
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If  abe  does  not  get  better  •ooo.  I  will  quit  Congrcn  thogtOter  and  go 

My  bat  letter  to  you  wu  aimoat  ao  angrj  one,  at  wbicfa  ytw  csnitat 
be  much  aurpriwrd  when  you  recollect  the  length  of  time  at  your  ■leoce, 
and  that  you  are  my  oaly  correspondent  respecting  the  concerns  of  my 
family.  I  expect,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  to  receive  the  continua- 
tion  of  your  journal  for  the  forlnigfat  past. 

To  hi*  daughter  Tkeodona. 

Pifii^DEu-Hu,  7tta  Januat;.  I7M. 

The  following  arc  the  only  minspelled  words:  You  write  aemrtit 
tm  atvurate;  laudnam  for  laudanum:  in/ire/y  for  flih'refjr:  this  last  wonl, 
indeed,  ih  apelled  both  ways,  but  mtirdy  is  the  most  usual  aod  the 
most  proper.  Continue  to  uae  all  thne  words  in  your  next  letter,  thai 
I  may  see  that  you  know  the  true  spelling.  And  tell  tne  what  is  lau- 
danum ^    Wliere and  how  made?    And  what  are  its  effects  ? 

"It  was  what  she  had  long  wished  for,  and  was  at  a  loss  how  to  pro 
cure  it." 

I)m)'(  you  see  that  thi.ii  sentence  would  have  been  perfect  and  much 
more  rlrgani  without  the  last  it  ?  By  the  by,  I  look  the  liberty  lo  cnse 
the  redundant  il  l>efore  I  showed  the  letter. 

I  am  extremely  iiii|tatimt  for  your  further  ac«aunl  «l  your  ftwmma't 
health.  The  neceanity  of  laudanum  twice  a  day  is  a  very  ilJiagiisalili 
and  alarming  circumstance. 

To  hit  daughter  TheodoM. 

PtiiLADELPitiA.  10th  January.  17M. 
I  fear  that  you  w\\\  imagine  that  I  have  been  inattentive  lo  yvta 
last  rr<|uest  about  I>r.  Rush:  but  the  truth  is.  I  can  get  nothing  sniis- 
factory  out  of  him.  He  rnumerstes  over  to  me  all  the  artidea  wUdi 
liave  been  repevtedly  tri«{,  and  some  ol  which  did  n«vcr  ^rce  with 
your  mamma,  lie  in.  however,  itarticulaily  desirous  that  sbe  ihmiM 
again  Ir?-  milk  —  ■  !<poonful  only  at  a  time:  another  altempl.  he  UiMb. 
ahouM  he  made  with  porter,  in  some  shape  or  other.  Sweet  oil,  nolaan 
and  milk,  in  n|ual  proportions,  he  has  known  to  agree  with  ■«■—'-■*■ 
which  had  rejected  everything  else.  Yet  be  says,  and  with  abov  «( 
reason,  that  these  things  depend  so  much  on  the  laatc.  the  hafaib  «f 
life,  the  peculiarity  ctf  Guostilulka,  that  she 
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ctn  be  the  best,  if  not  the  onl j  advisers.    It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure 
to  kam  that  she  is  now  better. 

To  his  daughter  Theodosia. 

Philadexphia,  ISth  January,  1794. 

Dr.  Rush  says  that  he  cannot  conceive  animal  food  to  be  particularly 
necessary;  nourishment  is  the  great  object.  He  approves  much  of  the 
milk  punch  and  chocolate.  The  stomach  must  on  no  account  be 
offended.  The  intermission  of  the  pills  for  a  few  days  (not,  however, 
for  a  whole  week)  he  thinks  not  amiss  to  aid  in  determining  its  effects. 
The  quantity  may  yet  be  increased  without  danger,  but  the  present 
dose  is,  in  his  opinion,  sufficient;  but  after  some  days*  continual  use, 
a  small  increase  might  be  useful.  .  .  . 

I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Leshlie,  which  pays  you  many  compliments. 
He  has  also  ventured  to  promise  that  you  will  every  day  get  a  lesson 
in  Terence  by  yourself. 

To  his  daughter  Theodosia. 

Pini^\DFXPHiA,  16th  January,  1794. 

I  hope  the  mercury,  if  tried,  will  be  used  with  the  most  vigilant 
caution  and  the  most  attentive  observation  of  its  first  effects.  I  am 
extremely  anxious  and  apprehensive  about  the  event  of  such  an  experi- 
ment. .  .  . 

On  Sunday  se'nnight  (I  think  the  26th)  I  shall,  unless  baffled  or 
delaved  hv  ice  or  weather,  be  with  you  at  Richmond  Hill.  ...  I  con- 
tinue  the  practice  of  scoring  words  for  our  mutual  improvement.  I 
am  sure  you  will  be  charmed  with  the  Greek  language  above  all  others. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  a  letter  written  by 
Mrs.  Burr,  soon  after  her  marriage,  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Reeve,  which  letter,  however,  did  not  mention  when 
the  marriage  took  place  or  the  clergyman's  name. 

On  Sundav,  Aufi:ust  3,  1788,  she  wrote  from  New 
York  to  her  brother-in-law,  Tappan  Reeve,  Esq., 
at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  as  follows: 

For  what  reason,  my  dear  friends,  have  you  omitted  writing  to  us 
cN»*r  ♦•inc-e  you  were  here  ?     I  cun  learn  nothing  satisfactory  since  you 
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Ml  llartford.  Do  reGrre  1117  uixiHy  wthout  drlsy.  Mj  h«mlUi  and 
H|>irit«  were  in  meUnrholy  unbuxi  till  the  9th  of  Julj,  when  I  had  ■ 
most  unforlunate  lyinf[-in,  in  vrcry  |i»rlicul«r  mrmbling  tbr  ooe  in 
February.  "87  —  uiolher  lovely  boy  expired  seven  hours  btlotr  its 
birth.  Its  mother  had  nearly  shared  its  fate,  but  Heaven  in  pity  to 
her  helpless  faniily,  to  her  daughter's  tears,  has  deigned  to  restore  her 
to  them.  During  her  illnesK  she  recrivrd  c^erj-  token  al  affection  utd 
anxiety  from  thoae  she  loved.  This  is  the  only  alleviation  we  can  poM- 
sibly  have  to  our  sufferings.  Colonel  Burr  left  home  a  week  since  to 
attend  the  Supr«ne  Court,  now  silling  at  Albany.  I  wrote  you  a 
long  letter  two  tnonlhs  ago,  but  by  some  strange  fatality  it  was  luice 
returned  to  me.  I  determined  not  to  trust  it  to  chance  a  third  lime, 
so  destroyed  it  —  after  thai  my  thoughts  were  too  dull  to  demaztd  the 
sympathy  of  friendship.  Youn,  my  two  dear  friends,  have  left  an 
indelible  impmiiion  on  my  heart.  I  shall  recollect  it  with  gratitude  — 
with  unfeigned  affection  —  to  my  latest  breath.  I  am  recovering; 
beyond  expectation.  I  wish  I  may  have  aa  favorable  accounts  from 
my  Sally.  Theo's  health  is  remarkably  good.  She  wishes  me  to  bold 
her  pen  while  she  writes  to  Burr  "  Kiss  him  for  me,"  but  I  am  too 
fatif^ed  even  to  continue  this  scrawl.  Every  good  angel  watch  over 
you  and  love  you,  as  doca  your  friend  in  verity,  „    — 

On  April  20,  1789,  she  n-rote  to  Mrs.  Reeve. 
mourning  the  \oss  of  a  dear  friend,  but  giving  no 
information  us  to  her  individuality: 

Pmm  day  to  day.  for  some  weeks  past,  I  have  wished  lo  write  to 
my  much  loved  friends,  but  have  no)  been  able  to  summon  reaolutioa 
ti>T  the  task.  1  re«|ue8(ed  Colonel  Burr  lo  do  it  for  me.  I  hope  be 
has.  I  am,  my  friends,  the  child  of  sorrow.  My  lask  is  loo  gT««l  (or 
human  nature  to  su|ipurt.  Many  and  varied  have  my  scenes  of  anguisk 
been,  but  this  exceieds  them  all.  A  tender,  affectionate  friend,  just 
opening  into  life,  with  mery  unfotding  virtue,  guiklcM,  inimeeBt, 
Ktncete,  beautiful  and  flusheil  with  health  till  the  sly  riper  stole  upoa 
her  vitals,  there  preyed,  unpercrived  by  hendf  or  tboae  arouiMl  her 
lill  loo  late:  aid  proved  vain.  She  paned  gently  fmoi  me  to  the  rc^oas 
of  bliss,  wilhoul  even  suspecting  her  approaching  fate.  Yes,  my  SaOy, 
she  is  there  —  gone  a  little  while  before  me  —  but  a  little  and  I  shaB 
be  with  her,  where  sorrow  dare  not  iatrude;  with  her.  noQe  Ml  tt*  da- 
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appointments  that  have  here  harrowed  up  my  soul;  a  complication  of 
sont>ws  have  long  clouded  every  cheerful  thou^^t  —  this  darkens 
all.  Periiaps  she  has  flown  from  innumerable  sorrows.  If  her  fate 
derived  any  influence  from  mine,  she  has  certainly  escaped  much. 
Heaven  took  her  gently  from  the  impending  storm,  when  her  heart  was 
best  fitted  to  meet  its  God.  She  had  nothing  to  regret,  but  all  to  hope. 
Tis  I  who  must  regret.  My  constant  companion;  not  a  moment 
passes  but  speaks  my  loss — the  vacant  apartments  echo  an  angel  gone. 
My  heart  is  so  oppressed  with  sadness,  my  dear,  that  I  can  write 
DO  more.     Let  me  hear  from  you ;  let  me  see  you,  if  possible.     Adieu. 

Invariably  yours, 

T.  Burr. 

Living  in  close  proximity  to  the  early  hostilities 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  Mrs.  Prevost  became 
acquainted  with  both  American  and  British  oflScers. 
Her  brother,  Peter  De  Visme,  was  captured  at  sea 
and  made  prisoner  of  war.  She  solicited  General 
Washington's  influence  to  promote  his  exchange, 
to  which  the  General  replied: 

.-   .  Headquarters,  Middlebrook,  19th  May,  1779. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  pleasure  of  obeying  the  first 
rraotions  in  favor  of  misfortune  is  not  always  in  our  power.  I  should 
be  happy  could  I  consider  myself  at  liberty  to  comply  with  your  request 
in  the  case  of  your  brother,  Mr.  Peter  De  Visme.  But,  as  I  have 
luTPlofore  taken  no  direction  in  the  disposal  of  marine  prisoners,  I 
cannot,  with  propriety,  interfere  on  the  present  occasion,  however  great 
the  satisfaction  I  should  feel  in  obliging  where  you  are  interested. 
^our  good  sense  will  perceive  this,  and  find  a  sufficient  excuse  in  the 
delicacy  of  my  situation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  madam. 

Your   obedient   servant, 

(iEORGE  Washington. 

Colonel  James  Monroe,  afterwards  Governor  of 
Virginia,  then  Minister  to  France,  and  subsequently 
l^resident  of  the  United  States,  at  the  outbreak  of 
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the  war  was  a  student  at  the  College  of  William 
and  Maiy  in  Virginia.  Like  Burr,  he  left  his  studies 
in  1776  to  join  the  Contioental  Army.  He  took  part 
as  Lieutenant  in  the  New  Jersey  campaign,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  Battle  of  Trenton.  TTie  next  year 
he  served  with  the  rank  of  Major  on  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral William  Alexander  (Lord  Sterling),  but  that  beinf( 
out  of  the  line  of  promotion,  he  soon  found  himself 
without  military  employment.  Having  been  disabled 
by  wounds  from  more  active  service,  it  was  question- 
able with  him  whether  to  return  to  his  studies  in  Vir- 
ginia or,  by  embarking  for  Europe,  escape  the  conflict 
of  arms,  in  which  he  was  now  ill-prepared  to  partici- 
pate. During  his  campaigns  in  New  Jersey,  like 
other  young  officers  of  the  army,  he  was  a  frequent 
guest  and  welcome  visitor  at  the  Hermitage,  the  home 
of  the  De  Vismes,  of  which  Mrs.  Prevost  was  a  mem- 
lM*r.  In  his  absence  either  on  militaiy  duty  or  from 
disability  from  wounds,  like  Burr,  he  held  himself  in 
happy  remembrance  by  frequent  correspondence. 
One  of  his  letters  has  l>een  preserved  among  the 
]Mi|)erM  of  Burr  in  the  hands  of  bis  biographer;  as  an 
item  of  interest,  illustrative  of  the  gallantry  of  the 
times,  it  is  here  presented.  It  bears  the  date  Phila- 
delphia. November  8,  1778. 

A  young  Iwly  tthu  rilhrr  i-i,  or  prvtrad*  to  br,  in  lore,  U,  ytn  Imov, 
my  ilfitr  Mm.  PrrvtHt,  llir  tnosi  unrvaHonabk  rrralurr  in  nrislMMv. 
If  stic  liHtkii  a  sniilr  <>r  a  fmwn  whirb  cinn  lurt  immcdialrlr  firr  nr 
ilrfirivf  yitti  III  happint-H  (at  l««<it  in  appmruirrl  your  roinpuiT  tnoo 
Ix-aiiitira  vrry  in^jjiid.  Karh  fraturr  han  itit  br^uty,  and  tsrh  attituilr 
Ihr  gn<Tit  <ir  you  havf  no  jutlf^irnt.  Rut  if  }'ou  arr  wo  ttupidly  in- 
Hmsiblr  of  hrr  charms  a*  to  ilf^rivr  your  tongue  and  tytm  of  evaf 
n:\tntMoa  ol  admiralion,  and  not  only  to  b«  ulmt  mpecting  brr,  bat 
devoir  diPin  In  an  abMnI  obJMl.  shr  can  not  rccrivr  a  higbrr  imdl; 
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•or  would  Ae,  if  not  latnined  hj  poHtenw,  nfntn  tnm  opn  im- 
•catMcnt  Upon  thii  priiteiplo  I  think  I  itud  acoMd  for  not  wridiy 
fnan  Bhia  Bidge;    I  prapoMd  it,  hamtmr,  and  afler  raeding  with 

flfipMitiaa  in to  obtain  ber  point,  ahe  promiaed  to  vint  the  fittle 

Homit^e  and  nuikx  mj  BJMiaea  henetf.  I  look  oocaaoa  to  tnni 
Ae  eooTcnatioa  to  a  <fifl'ei«nt  object,  and  pleaded  for  panniarioe  to 
go  to  nance.  I  ffcn  xtp  in  one  initancf  mkI  ahe  certabfy  ou^  in 
Ihe  other.  But  writing  a  letter  and  going  to  France  an  vety  difhicnt, 
jw  will  periiapa  my.  She  objected  to  it,  and  all  the  argunumti  whUk 
a  food,  devoted,  and  ddtcate  unmarried  lad;  could  oae,  ahe  did  not 
ful  to  [woduoe  againit  iL  .  .  .  I  paintwi  n  lady,  full  of  affection,  of 
Indaneaa,  and  aennbifi^,  aeparated  from  bo  huaband  for  n  aeriea  of 
time  bj  the  crueities  ol  war,  bo  uncotaintiea  reipecting  hia  health, 
dte  pain  and  anxiety  whicA  must  natumlly  arise  from  iL  I  lepieaenlod, 
ia  llie  moat  pathetic  tenns,  the  disquietudea  which,  fratn  the  nature 
ti  btr  cotmedion,  might  possibly  intrude  on  ber  domeatic  retreat 
1  tbcD  raised  to  her  view  fortitude  under  diatress;  chcetfulnrai,  life, 
tnd  f^ytiy  in  the  midst  of  affection.  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me,  my 
4cmr  little  friend,  if  I  produced  ytnt  to  ^ve  life  to  the  image.  The 
iuluice,  flfae  owned,  was  applicable.  She  felt  for  you  from  her  heart, 
vtA  the  baa  a  heart  capable  of  feeling.  She  wished  not  a  misfortune 
amiUr  to  youn;  but  if  I  was  resolved  to  make  it  so,  she  would  strive 
lo  imitate  your  example. 

Mr.  Monroe  then  refers  to  the  proposed  action 
of  the  Wliigs  to  deprive  Mrs.  Frevost  of  her  estate. 

I  was  unfortunate  in  not  being  able  to  meet  with  the  Governor. 
He  was  neither  at  Eliubetblown,  Blue  Ridge,  Princeton,  or  Trenton. 
1  We  consulted  with  several  members  of  Congress  on  the  occasion. 
1^  own  the  injustice,  but  cannot  interfere.  The  laws  of  each  State 
fusl  HQvem  ilsclf.  They  cannot  conceive  the  puivHibilily  of  its  taking 
pl»<T.  General  Lcc  says  it  must  ra>l  take  place,  and  if  be  was  an  abso- 
lulr  monarch,  be  would  issue  an  order  to  prevent  it.  in  a  very  peremp- 
'"T  manner.  I  cannot  deteniiine,  with  certainty,  what  I  shaU  do 
UD'il  my  arrival  in  Virginia. 

Mike  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  De  Visme,  and  believe 
■"f.  oilh  the  sincerity  of  friendship, 

Jakes  Monkoi::. 
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During  his  wife's  sickness.  Colonel  Burr  offered 
to  resign  his  position  as  Senator  and  return  to  New- 
York,  but  Mrs.  Burr  interposed  a  strenuous  objec- 
tion. She  died  in  the  spring  of  1704.  Her  death 
was  due,  undoubtedly,  to  an  internal  cancer,  ptxib- 
ably  in  the  stomach,  for  the  treatment  advised  by 
Dr.  Rush  was  accompanied  with  the  special  caution 
that  the  stomach  must  not  be  overloaded  or  irri- 
tated in  any  way.  Her  age,  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage, has  always  been  given  as  thirty-six;  at  her 
demise  she  must  have  been  in  her  forty-eighth  year. 
A  careful  study  of  reference  works  fails  to  disclose 
the  place  of  burial,  and.  so  far  as  known,  no  por- 
trait of  her  is  in  existence. 


CHAPTER  IX 

HEB  CHILDHOOD   AND   EDUCATION 

THEODOSIA.  born  June  2S.  178S.  was  the 
only  living  child  of  Colonel  Burr  and  Mn. 
Theodosia  Prevost  Burr.  The  qualifying  word 
"living"  is  used  because,  as  stated  in  the  previous 
chapter,  Mrs.  Burr  lost  two  Ix^  on  account 
■^  premature  birth.  Her  infancy  was  passed  in 
Albany,  where  her  parents  resided  at  the  time  of 
her  birth. 

Her  father  had  a  great  contempt  for  the  frivolous 
educations  given  women  at  that  time.  A  young 
girl  had  but  two  possible  futures:  one  was  to  re- 
main a  lifelong  charge  on  her  parents  or  relatives; 
the  other  was  to  get  married.  The  majority  of  them 
had  independence  enough  to  escape  the  first  condi- 
tion, if  possible,  so  the  goal  of  woman's  ambition, 
in  those  days,  was  to  become  a  wife.  Although 
the  men,  as  a  rule,  were  highly  educated,  being 
college  graduates,  it  was  not  thought  essential 
tbat  women  should  be  their  peers  so  far  as  what 
might  be  called  a  "literary"  education  was  con- 
cerned. They  embroidered,  they  worked  samplers, 
played  the  forte-piano,  sang  despondent  love  songs, 
f^lculated  to  awaken  the  sympathies  of  their 
haehelor  friends,  and  did  not  consider  it  "sudden" 
vhen  their  limited  educational  acquirements,  coupled. 
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undoubtedly,  with  as  much  physical  charm  as  the 
women  of  any  nation  or  time  ever  had.  led  to  a 
proposal  of  marriage.  They  were  "cribbed  and 
confined"  by  a  stagnant  environment.  Those  were 
the  days  of  feasts  and  spirituous  comfort,  and  the 
heads  of  families  had  tlie  cream  of  such  enjoyments, 
leaving  but  a  modicum  for  their  daughters  and 
spouses.  All  men  had  a  chance  to  become  great; 
a  woman  was  a  woman,  and  there  was  no  wish  for 
her  to  be  anything  else. 

Burr  had  read  Lord  Chesterfield's  letters,  and 
the  foundation  thus  laid  for  his  own  self-education 
was  later  built  upon  by  the  works  of  Mrs.  Inch- 
bald  and  Mary  Wollstonecraft.  His  eyes  were 
opencfl.  and  he  determined  to  give  his  daughter 
an  education  as  much  like  a  man's  as  possible,  with- 
out sulrardinating,  too  greatly,  the  purely  feminine 
characteristics.  Burr  believed,  a  century  and  a 
((uarter  ago.  in  the  advanced  education  of  women, 
and  it  can  l>e  truthfully  said,  to  his  credit,  that  he 
rreate<l  a  new  ortler  of  womanhood.  Take  from 
him  all  credit  that  legitimately  Mongs  to  others, 
but,  with  justice,  leave  him  what  is  rightfully  his. 

\  momWr  of  the  Burr  family  in  a  letter,  says. 
s|)eaking  of  a  prominent  literary  woman  of  the 
present  <lny:  "Such  women  hold  their  positions 
berau.se  of  the  work  done  years  ago  by  Burr  and 
men  like  him."  He  added:  "I  remember  reading 
the  diary  and  letters  of  a  writer  eighty  years  ago 
(Mrs.  Walter  Browne)  who  spoke  of  Theodoaia 
l>eing  at  Saratoga  and  noted  for  her  Ifaming." 

Another  menil»er  of  the  family  writes:  "Tlie 
fact,  too,  that  Burr  had  a   picture  of  Mary  WoU- 
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stcmecnit  over  his  mantelpiece  suggests  that  his 
tnatment  and  estimation  of  women  intdlectualty 
ought  to  be  re-examined,  in  view  of  the  hiriiv 
er^ution  of  womanhood  at  the  present  time.  What 
Chectham  did  for  Paine,  what  Griswtdd  did  for 
Poe,  did  not  Davis  do  for  Burr?  The  first  little 
InograjAer  often  writes  the  great  man  down  to  his 
lerd,  and  sets  the  time  that  it  takes  generations 
to  learn  the  truth.  Notice  what  Wm.  H.  Seward 
and  lliuzlow  Weed  said  about  Burr  and  his  cor- 
respondence in  their  autobiographies  and  reminis- 
cMices.  If  there  was  any  dawn  of  the  new  sunrise 
in  Burr,  such  men  could  never  perc«ve  it" 

An  author  of  the  present  day,  of  world-wide 
reputation,  says  (58): 

"Aaron  Burr,  whose  homicidal  (P)  and  treason- 
able (?)  deeds  have  been  thrown  into  the  shade 
by  more  splendid  achievements  of  the  kind  in  our 
day,  was  certainly  in  advance  of  the  men  of  his 
time  in  his  ideas  on  the  capaci^  and  education  cX 
women. 

"There  was   no  namby-pamby  sentimentally  in 
his  method  of  training  a  clever,  ambitious  girl.  He 
reared   his   daughter,   Theodosia,    to   be   the   com- 
panion and  equal  of  men  of  the  highest  intelligence 
Slid   the    most    liberal    culture  —  philosophers   and 
statesmen.     In  his  intense  fatherly  love  and  pride, 
he  gave   to   her  development   and   instruction   the 
most  watchful  care  and  patient  labor.     The  result 
I       w«8.  I   doubt   not,   all   he  wished   for  —  a  strong, 
[       put¥,  proud,  self-poised  womanhood,  beautiful  and 
I       Rracious.     Yet  one  thing  seems  to  have  been  lack- 
I      ing  to  render   it  quite   symmetrical,   lovable,   and 
I 
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happy  —  the  religious  element.  If  the  Edwards 
faith  and  spirituality  had  descended  to  her  with 
the  Edwards  will  and  intellect,  she  would  have  beea. 
indeed, 

" '  A  perffct  woaum,  nobly  plumed.' " 

Mrs.  Lippincott  could  have  added,  tnithfullT. 
that  the  religious  element,  if  not  by  way  of  descent, 
was  supplied  by  her  mother's  teaching  and  example, 
and  it  is  a  remarkable  but  never  before  credited 
fact,  that  in  Burr's  correspondence  with  his  wife 
and  daughter,  and  in  his  Journal  in  Eurape,  there 
cannot  be  found  a  word,  sentence,  or  paragraph 
by  which  he  endeavored  to  influence  them,  in  any 
way,  with  matters  connected  with  religion.  If  it 
lie  contended  that  he  was  an  in6del  judged  by  the 
prevailing  religious  tenets  of  the  period,  it  surely 
is  to  his  credit  that  he  did  not  try  to  make  pros- 
elytes of  his  wife  and  daughter,  but  left  to  them, 
uninfluenced  by  him.  the  full  exercise  of  their  reli- 
gious feelings.  Such  conduct  stands  out  nobly 
in  contrast  with  that  of  many  who  have  escaped 
the  charge  of  in6delity,  but  not  those  of  intolerance 
and  porswution. 

That  Thewlosia's  mother  was  a  religious  woman 
is  shown  conclusively  by  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  written  by  her  Glh  March,  1781: 

"May  her  afflicted  spirit  find  the  only  solace  erf 
its  woes  —  Religion,  Heaven's  greatest  booD  to 
man.  the  only  di.stinction  he  ought  to  boast  In 
tlii.s  he  is  lorcl  of  the  creation;  without  it,  the  most 
pitiable  of  all  created  things.  .  .  .  /  promue  mytelf 
many  happy  hmirt  dedicated  at  the  shrine  of  retigiom." 


"Grace  Oreenwood"  (Mrs.  S,  J.  Lippincott.) 


Mrs.  Harrieti*"  <'l:irkt*  SiiraK'iP.  ■">''!  I'lnutiu  ti>  TheiKliK' 
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Here  is  an  example  of  modem  appreciation  of 
Burr's  method  of  instruction  (59) : 

Theodosia,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  is  described  as  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  of  American  women.  To  her  father  she  was  an  object 
of  pride  as  well  as  passionate  affection,  and  the  intensity  of  the  daughter's 
dcTolion  could  not  have  been  exceeded.  She  inherited  his  mental 
as  well  as  his  phjrsical  graces,  and  the  brilliancy  of  her  mind  was  as 
notable  as  the  beauty  of  her  person. 

Whatever  ambitions  Aaron  Burr  may  have  had,  the  love  of  the 
father  seems  to  have  been  capable  of  transcending  them  all  in  priority 
of  interest.  He  had  his  own  ideal  of  womanhood,  and  he  devoted 
himself  to  forming  her  mind  and  training  her  character  in  accordance 
with  that  ideal.  It  so  followed  that  at  an  age  when  other  little  girls 
were  concerned  almost  wholly  with  the  welfare  of  their  dolls,  Theo- 
dosia  had  been  taught,  in  her  tenth  year,  to  read  Horace  and  Terence 
in  the  original  Latin.  She  moreover  spoke  French  with  remarkable 
grace  and  was  an  apt  pupil  in  Greek. 

Burr  constituted  himself  her  chief  tutor,  and  was  careful  not  to 
neglect  her  physical  education,  and  she  grew  up  with  every  wholesome 
feminine  charm  encouraged.  It  was  not  considered  prudent,  in  that 
A|^,  to  foster  independence  of  thought  and  self-reliance  in  girls,  but 
Burr  was  assiduous  in  instilling  into  Theodosia  the  utmost  freedom 
of  intellectual  view. 

Theodosia,  in  some  respects,  did  not  pass  a  lonely 
childhood.  To  her  mother's  grief,  and  her  own, 
however,  her  father's  long  absences  from  home  on 
lef^al  business,  and  his  attendance  at  the  sessions 
of  the  United  States  Senate,  could  not  be  avoided. 
Had  it  not  been  for  these  enforced  absences  from 
home  pleasures,  we  should  not  have  those  always 
interesting  and  sometimes  delightful  letters  written 
hy  Colonel  Burr  to  his  wife  and  daughter,  from 
^vhicli  cof)ious  extracts  have  already  been  taken. 
^uch  letters  are  truer  indices  of  a  man's  real  char- 
*i^t(T  than  his  speeches  or  his  public  acts. 
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To-day  we  revel  in  reminiscences  and  autobiog- 
raphies. Tlie  great  authors,  actors,  statesmen,  and 
soldiers  have  left  I)ehind  them  diaries  and  letters 
which  are  eagerly  sought  and  brought  together  bv 
biographers  who  ask  us  to  revise  opinions  formed 
upon  what  they  show  us  was  inadequate  knowletlge 
or  hastily  accepted  prejudiced  opinions  of  others. 

The  Iturr  family  included  the  father  and  mother. 
tx>tli  well  known  to  us.  Theodosia,  tlie  daughter, 
the  subject  of  this  volume,  and  Frederick  A.  i.  and 
John  Hartow  I'revost.  sons  of  Mrs.  Prevost.  and 
stei>sutis  of  Colonel  Burr.  There  was  also  a  <-er- 
tain  "Sally,"  often  referred  to  in  Mrs.  Burr's  letters, 
but  whose   relationship  is  not  disclosed  therein. 

Colonel  Burr  considered  his  stepsons  as  his  own. 
The  British  general.  Augustine  Prevost.  was  their 
urule.  but  he  does  not  seem  to  have  taken  any  par- 
ticular interest  in  them.  They  were  young,  how- 
ever, at  the  time  of  his  death  in  England,  in  1786. 

Among    Colonel    Burr's    anny    friends    was   one 
Major    II.    .\hien.     The   major's   pay   for  serrieefc 
was   not   rorthconiing.   and   would   have   had   little 
real  money  value  if  he  had  received  it.     Elarly  izK 
1781.  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  l>efore  his  marria^. 
Colonel   Burr  otTere<l  the  Major  a  |>osition  as  tutor 
in    Mrs.    Prcvosl's    family    to    teach    his    stepaooA. 
olfering   him    sixty    |khiih1s    New    York    curreno'    s 
year,  ami  the  ii>e  of  his  (}fficc  and  lihraty  without 
e\,|H'iise.     In  onler  to  remove  still  further  the  fot- 
silile  >tiiii;  of  charily.  Burr  siiid  in  his  letter:  "Your 
i).tiinxUil<-  reu'ion   for  coining'   here  shall   be  to  pur- 
sue yuiir     law)   studies  with   me  under  mr  frin<> 
.Mr.    I'atrTMtn."     Kcfcrring    to    his    gtepsons,   Bv 


"""■  lt.,l„., 
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wrote:  "The  two  boys  I  wish  you  to  instruct  axe 
of  the  sweetest  tempers  and  the  softest  hearts.  A 
frown  is  the  severest  punishment  they  need.  Four 
hours  a  day  will,  I  think,  be  fuily  sufficient  for 
their  instruction.  There  are  hours  enough  left 
for  study  —  as  many  as  any  one  can  improve  to 
advantage,  and  these  four  will  be  fully  made  up 
to  you  by  the  assistance  you  will  receive  from  sucJi 
of  us  as  have  already  made  some  small  prepress." 
That  Major  Alden  did  not  accept  the  [position 
does  not  detract  from  the  a«dit  due  Colonel  Butt 
for  his  interest  in  his  future  stepsons,  or  for  his 
kindly  offer  of  assistance  to  a  n^dy  friend. 

In  order  that  Tbeodosia  might  Have  the  advan- 
tage of  conversing  in  French  with  a  Frenchwoman, 
Miss  Nathalie  de  L'Age  became  a  member  of 
Colonel  Burr's  family.  M.  L.  Davis  says  of  her 
(60):  "Miss  Nathalie  de  L'Age  was  a  young  French 
woman  of  highly  respectable  family.  She  after- 
wards married  Thomas  Sumter,  son  of  General 
Sumter,  one  of  the  Carolina  partisan  celebrities 
of  the  Revolution." 

\\Tien  Robert  R.  Livingston  went  as  minister 
to  France,  he  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  two 
daughters,  with  their  husbands,  who  were  both 
named  Robert  Livingston,  Miss  De  L'Age,  and 
Mr.  Sumter,  his  Secretary  of  Legation.  They  sailed 
(in  the  frigate  Boston,  commanded  by  a  Captain 
MacnicI,  who  is  called  "a  nautical  madman"  by 
Davis.  The  voyage  was  a  Iwislerous  and  perilous 
one,  but  love  laughs  at  storms  as  well  as  at  lock- 
smiths, and  on  their  arrival  in  Paris  Miss  Dc  L'Age 
became   Mrs.   Sumter.     Mr.   Sumter  was   Minister 
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Plenipotentiary  to  Brazil  for  ten  years,  whither 
Mrs.  Sumter  accompanied  him.  Her  portrait  wa.H 
painted  by  St.  Memin,  an  account  of  whom,  and 
his  work  in  America,  will  be  found  in  Chapter 
XVIII. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  Miss  Theodosia's 
letters  was  written  when  she  was  about  nine  years 
old.  to  her  step-brother,  A.  J.  Frederick  Prevost. 
to  whom  she  was  greatly  attached,  particularly  so. 
later  in  life,  when  her  father  was  in  Europe.  He 
became  a  fanner,  and  the  "good  pig"  referred  to  in 
the  letter  was  probably  one  of  his  own  raising. 

Peujiah,  October  tbe  Wth.  I7M. 
Dear  Bmthrr: 

I  hc)j>e  (ho  mumps  have  left  vcni.     Mine  left  me  a  weric  mga. 

Mn.  Allen  is  i-ome  from  Pliiladelphia  Hid  talks  no  mon  of  going 
to  livr  thrrr. 

I'afia  lias  bnti  hm  and  i.i  gone  afcain.  He  and  tbe  Pmdunan 
hiu  had  a  fray,  so  ho  keeps  in  fine  order.  The  da^  bcforr  papa  (weal) 
away  we  had  your  pHid  [lig  for  dinrr.  Mama  waa  not  very  well  thai 
day.  Vie  ihn-e  diiiiil  u|nt«in  anil  the  Frrachmao  below.  Papa  arat 
what  ho  Would  have  for  dinrr;  he  sent  word  back  again  that  aU  the  diHtr 
should  Im-  brought  Ufor  him  and  be  would  see  what  be  woold  have, 
so  ]>a|ia  »ml  dnwn  bni  and  pig:  he  *>id  he  did  not  uadentand  hU 
dining  Ih-Iiiw  without  {>■{>>  and  nie. 

Mr.  Chapron  i-  in  I'hilailrlphia  at  the  point  of  death  with  tbe  putrid 
fever,  and  Mr.  I.iivt,  an  rnglisb  niuMC  master,  had  ao  elegant  futte- 
|i«ano  nliii'h  jMjta  bought  for  me:  it  coal  33  Uuineaa,  and  it  if  jnft 

I  am  timi  of  alTortionale.  not  of  being  it  but  of  writing  it.  to  I  kaw 
it  out:  I  am  your  M.tter. 

TtlKODOHU   B.   BCBK. 

It  will  l>e  notif'ed  that  Theodosia  used  the  initial 
"B"  in  her  name,  presumably  for  "Barlow,"  the 
middle  name  of  her  other  step-brother. 


Mi^.<  N;ill>:.li.-.l.-  \:.\-i>\   Tlif-losi;.-    rrvii.-li  .-.^ni.;. 
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Many  references  are  made  by  writers  to  Lord 
Cheste^eld's  Letters,  but  usually  only  short  quota- 
tions are  given.  Colonel  Burr  is  said  to  have  studied 
them  and  made  them  a  guide  in  his  intercourse 
with  society.  If  his  idea  was  to  educate  a  daughter 
as  near  like  a  son  as  possible,  it  is  probable  that 
Theodosia  read  some  of  the  Letters,  if  not  all,  and 
they  may  have  influenced  the  formation  of  her 
character^  as  they  are  said  to  have  done  that  of  her 
father.  An  edition  of  the  ** Letters"  was  published 
recently  (61). 

That  Colonel  Burr  had  praised  the  Chesterfield- 
ian  system  of  education  to  Mrs.  Prevost  is  evident 
from  a  letter  written  by  her  of  date  February  10, 
1781,  at  which  time  she  was  in  Litchfield,  Conn., 
probably  residing  with  Colonel  Burr's  sister,  Mrs. 
Tappan  Reeve. 

From  Mrs.  Prevasl  to  Colonel  Burr, 

I  am  happj  that  there  is  a  post  established.  I  will  not  say  the  same 
d  Tour  system  of  education.  Rousseau  has  completed  his  work.  The 
indulgence  you  applaud  in  Chesterfield  is  the  only  part  d  his  writings 
1  think  reprehensible.  Such  lessons  from  so  able  a  pen  are  dangerous 
to  a  young  mind,  and  ought  never  to  be  read  till  the  judgment  and  heart 
vv  established  in  virtue.  If  Rousseau's  ghost  can  reach  this  quarter 
^  the  globe,  he  will  certainly  haunt  you  for  this  scheme  —  *tis  striking 
^  the  root  of  his  design,  and  destroying  the  main  purport  of  his  ad- 
nunble  production.     I^es  foUdesses  de  Vhumaniii  is  an  easy  apology. 

^\^len  all  the  world  turns  envoys,  Chesterfield  i^-ill  be  their  proper 
l^i<ie.  Morality  and  virtue  are  not  necessary  qualifications  —  those 
<^Iv  are  to  be  attendcxl  to  that  tend  to  the  public  weal.  But  when 
p»r«Tits  have  no  ambitious  views,  or,  rather,  when  they  are  of  the  more 
^ti^  kin<l.  when  they  wi.sh  to  form  a  happy,  respectable  member  of 
^A*\y  --a  firm,  pleasing  support  to  their  declining  life,  Emilius  shall 
^^  the  mo<iel.  A  man  so  formed  must  be  approved  by  his  Creator,  and 
OKire  useful  to  mankind  than  ten  thousand  modem  beaux  of  society. 
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Mrs.  Prevost  was  more  in  sympathy  with  the 
teachings  of  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau  than  with 
those  of  Chesterfield.  Theodosia  was  fortunate  in 
having  her  character  moulded  in  conformity  with  the 
two  most  {K)pularly  approved  systems  of  the  time. 
To  what  can  we  point  to-day  as  their  worthiest 
successors  'f 

Rut  Theodosia's  c<lucation  was  not  influenced  en- 
tirely by  Rou-ssciiu  or  Chesterfield.  It  i.s  said  thut 
Iturr  sut  up  all  night  to  road  "A  Vindication  of  the 
Rights  of  Woman."  written  hy  Mary  Wollstonecraft. 
who,  after  a  tcmiH'stuous  life,  l)ecame  the  wife  of  the 
celchratcd  William  (Jodwin.  Dying  in  childbirth,  .she 
left  a  daughter,  who  l>ecame  the  secoml  wife  of  the 
I)oet  Percy  Bysshe  Shelley.  By  one  author  ^Q•i^  it  is 
maintaine<l  that  on  the  principles  inculcated  in  Man* 
\VolI^toiie<Taft's  IxKik.  Tlieodosia's  mental  and  moral 
development  were  baifcd. 

Here  is  the  general  principle  found  in  the  work 
"A  Vindication  of  the  Rights  of  Woman"  (63): 

'I'hc  main  tir|[umrnt  \*  btiill  on  thin  niniplc  |irinaj>lF.  that  if  woman 
\»  mit  |in-|iaml  )iv  cdiirBtitrt)  to  bccnmr  ihr  cmngianian  of  man,  dtc 
will  tt<>]>  t)i>-  prnfrn-Ni  <ir  ktiowlnlftr,  for  thr  tnilli  must  br  conunon  tn 
all.  «r  it  will  Id-  itirffiiaiiiKH  with  mpert  lo  it*  influntcr  on  Hrnnwl 
prarticr.  .\nil  haw  cnii  wcmiaii  br  pxpertnl  tn  ro-ofmalr,  unltM  abr 
know  why  -thr  iHight  li>  U-  vtr1u<NLi  ?  —  unleM  frmlom  atmmtbm  brr 
n-awin  till  T-hr  ii>inpn-h(nKl  Iut  iliity.  and  »rr-  in  what  manoR'  it  m  cnn- 
n<i-t(il  with  hiT  n-al  fpMMl.  If  i-hililrm  arr  to  \w  nluralH  lo  umlrr- 
ntaoil  till-  Irui*  )iniiiipli-  <if  {mtrinli^m.  thrir  mothrr  muiit  be  a  patriot: 
on<l  the  love  of  iiinnkin<l.  fmni  which  an  onlrrly  train  iif  virlur  •prints, 
can  iiiilv  Itf  |>n>)hHv<l  by  <i>n.stil<-rin|i  thr  mural  and  tivi]  intmst  el 
tiiniikiiiit:  hill  thr  nluratiim  and  tutuHtiori  iif  woman  at  pRwnt  ahnta 
hrr  out  from  kucK  invi-<li|CMtiuli» 

Man-  WiillstumMTaft.  writing  in  1791.  contended 
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that  the  Government  should  establish  day  schools,  in 
which  boys  and  girls  should  be  educated  togetiier 
—  thus  making  herself  a  pioneer  in  co-educatioD. 
She  did  not  think  young  children  should  be  con- 
fined to  any  sedentary  employment  for  more  than 
an  hour  at  a  time.  She  believed  in  relaxation  and 
exercises  to  improve  and  amuse  the  senses  —  thus 
suggesting  the  kindergarten.  She  advocated  indus- 
trial training  for  both  boys  and  girls,  particulaify 
domestic  employments  for  girls,  and  mcfdianical 
trades  for  boys,  being  a  centuiy  in  advance  of  the 
modem  realization  of  her  ideas. 

She  was  not  averse  to  advanced  education  for 
young  people  of  superior  abilities  or  fortune,  but 
thought  the  principal  objection  to  co-education 
came  from  parents,  who  were  not  willing  to  allow 
their  children  to  choose  companions  for  life  them- 
selves. 

The  publication  of  the  work  proved  startling  and 
many  were  shocked,  but  its  purpose  was  misundn- 
stood.     Mr.  Paul  says  (64): 

"In  the  carrying  out  of  her  argument,  the  most 
noticeable  fact  is  the  extraordinary  plainness  of 
s[>eech.  and  this  it  was  that  caused  nearly  all  the 
outcry.  For  Mary  Wollstonecraft  did  not,  as  has 
l>een  supposed,  attack  the  institution  of  Marriage, 
she  did  not  assail  orthodox  relif^ion,  she  did  not 
directly  claim  much  which  at  the  present  day  is 
cluiined  for  women  by  those  whose  ai^jruroents 
obtain  respectful  hearing.  The  book  was  really 
a  plan  for  equality  of  eilucation,  a  protest  against 
l>eing  deemeit  only  the  plaything  of  man,  an  asser- 
tion  that    the   Intellectual    rather  than   the   sexual 
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intercourse  was  that  which  should  chiefiy  be  desired 
in  marriage,  and  which  made  it  lasting  happiness." 

Burr  showed  the  book  to  all  of  his  friends.  He 
wrote:  "Is  it  owing  to  ignorance  or  prejudice  that 
I  have  not  yet  met  a  single  jjerson  who  had  discov- 
ered or  would  allow  the  merit  of  this  work?" 

One  of  Burr's  biographers  speaks  thus  of  the 
book  (05): 

"The  work,  indeed,  was  fifty  years  in  advance 
of  the  time;  for  it  anticipated  all  that  is  rational 
in  the  opinions  respecting  the  position  and  educa* 
tion  of  women  which  are  now  held  by  the  ladies 
who  are  stigmatized  as  strong-minded,  as  welt  as 
by  John  Mill,  Herbert  Spencer,  and  other  econ- 
omists of  the  modem  school.  It  demanded  fair 
play  for  the  understanding  of  women.  It  pro- 
claimed the  essential  equality  of  the  sexes.  It 
denounced  the  awful  libertinism  of  that  age,  and 
showed  that  the  weakness,  the  ignorance,  the  van- 
ity, and  the  seclusion  of  women  prepared  them  to 
liecome  the  tool  and  minion  of  bad  men's  lust.  .  . 
It  is  a  really  noble  and  brave  little  book,  undeserv- 
ing the  oblivion  into  which  it  has  fallen.  No  intel- 
ligent woman,  no  wise  parent  with  daughters  to 
rear,  could  read  it  now  without  pleasure  and  ad- 
vantage." 

The  "oblivion"  is  doubtless  due  to  the  fart  that 
the  reforms  called  for  in  the  book  have  been,  in  a 
great  measure,  accomplished,  and  new  advances 
in  reform  now  claim  the  attention  of  progressive 
minds.  There  are  books  being  published  to-day 
which  must  await  an  intelligent  posteri^  of  readers 
to  appreciate  them.     Mr.  Parton  says  that  Uw  book 
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was  fifty  years  in  advance  of  the  time.  Burr  ap- 
preciated its  teachings  and  applied  them  in  the  edu- 
cation of  his  daughter  —  consequently*  it  must 
be  acknowledged*  as  the  book's  teachings  are  now 
accepted,  that  Burr's  ideas  in  r^ard  to  education 
were  half  a  century  ahead  of  the  time  in  which  he 
lived. 

Parton  says  further:  **In  those  days  an  educated 
woman  was  among  the  rarest  of  rarities.  The 
wives  of  many  of  our  most  renowned  Revolutionaiy 
leaders  were  surprisingly  illiterate.  Except  the 
noble  wife  of  John  Adams,  whose  letters  form  so 
agreeable  an  oasis  in  the  published  correspondence 
of  the  time,  it  would  be  difficult  to  mention  the 
name  of  one  lady  of  the  Revolutionary  period  who 
could  have  been  a  companion  to  the  mind  of  a  man 
of  culture.  Mrs.  Burr,  on  the  contrary,  was  the 
equal  of  her  husband  in  literary  discernment,  and 
his  superior  in  moral  judgment.  .  .  .  She  relished 
all  of  Chesterfield  except  the  *  indulgence'  which 
Burr  thought  essential.  She  had  a  weakness  for 
Rousseau,  but  was  not  deluded  by  his  sentimen- 
tality." 

Parton  thinks  that  Theodosia's  education  was 
conducted  in  the  spirit  of  Mary  Wollstonecraft's 
book.  He  says  her  mind  had  fair  play  and  that  her 
father  took  it  for  granted  that  she  could  learn  what 
a  l>oy  of  the  same  age  could  learn,  and  he  gave  her 
precisely  the  same  advantages  which  he  would  have 
given  a  son,  and  which  he  did  give  to  her  two  step- 
brothers. 

Mrs.  Peacock  writes:  **It  is  but  a  negative  trib- 
ute to  say  that  she  was  by  far  the  best  educated 
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woman  of  her  time  and  country.  In  the  beauty 
(rf  her  mind  and  person  she  realized  her  father's 
ideal  of  a  perfect  woman,  and  amply  satisfied  his 
pride  and  vani^.  On  the  eve  of  his  duel  with 
Hamilton,  he  wrote  to  her,  '  You  have  completely 
satisfied  all  that  my  heart  and  affections  had  hoped 
for,  or  ever  wished.'" 

A  genealogist  thus  refers  to  Theodosia  (66) : 

"She  was  carefully  educated  under  the  direct 
and  constant  supervision  of  her  father.  Besides 
the  usual  accomplishments,  she  was  proficient  in 
the  Greek,  Latin,  German,  and  French  languages, 
and  familiar  with  the  best  works  of  ancient  and 
modem  writers." 

Parton  enumerates  her  accomplishments  thus: 
"In  her  tenth  year  she  was  reading  Horace  and 
Terence  in  the  original  Latin,  learning  the  Greek 
grammar,  speaking  French,  studying  Gibbon,  prac- 
tising on  the  piano,  taking  lessons  in  dancing,  and 
learning  to  skate." 

Writers  of  the  present  day  still  dwell  upon  Theo- 
dosia and  her  education  (67). 

"Burr  watched  the  education  of  his  daughter 
down  to  the  smallest  details.  At  least  in  her  men- 
tal development  Jonathan  Edwards  himself  could 
not  have  been  more  punctilious  if  he  had  been  her 
instructor.  Not  only  her  correspondence,  her  selec- 
tion of  books,  and  her  exercises  were  r^i^lated  by 
her  father,  but  her  manners,  and  even  her  diet.  .  .  . 
Often  he  would  write  to  her,  while  she  was  in  the 
budding  years  of  girlhood,  sprightly  epistles  of  Eng- 
lish composition." 

She  was  asked   to  decide  whether  "autboRSt" 
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should  be  used  instead  of  ^^  author/'  to  read  certain 
novels,  then  popular,  and  to  write  a  description  of 
a  ball,  taking  ue  novels  as  a  model. 

Mr.  Perrine  continues:  **But  Theodosia  was  urged 
also  to  more  serious  tasks.  Thus,  at  a  later  time, 
she  translated  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
into  French,  and  at  her  father's  request  (while  he 
was  in  Europe)  undertook,  and  partly  carried  out, 
a  similar  exercise  on  one  of  (Jeremy)  Bentham's 
works." 

The  most  graphic  and  interesting  account  of 
Theodosia's  education  from  early  childhood  to 
young  womanhood,  even  to  within  a  year  of  her 
marriage,  is  found  in  her  father's  letters.  When 
she  was  in  her  eighth  year  he  was  chosen  a  United 
States  Senator,  and  for  the  six  years  of  his  term 
his  visits  to  his  home  were  few  and  widely  sep- 
arated. Her  mother's  health  was  precarious,  and 
his  letters  were  a  melange  of  educational  hints, 
family  matters,  social  and  political  visits  and  inter- 
views, inquiries  as  to  her  mother's  health,  and  such 
medical  advice  as  he  could  obtain  from  physicians 
in  Philadelphia.  A  collection  has  been  made  from 
them  for  presentation  here,  but  the  letters  have 
been  carefully  pruned  and,  so  far  as  possible,  all 
extraneous  matter  not  relating  to  Theodosia's  edu- 
c*ation  has  been  excised.  With  the  possible  excep- 
lion  of  Chesterfield's  Letters,  there  is  extant  to-day 
no  similar  collection  in  epistolary  form  of  the  edu- 
cation of  a  young  girl  from  childhood  to  woman- 
hood. As  her  childish  mind  unfolded,  his  letters 
l)ecame  more  mature.  Reproof  and  commenda- 
tion were  often  given  in  the  same  communication. 
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Errors  in  spelling  were  pointed  out,  and  reference 
to  the  dictionary  for  the  meaning  of  all  words,  or 
the  use  of  more  expressive  or  correct  ones,  often 
advised.  The  keeping  of  a  diary  was  required  to 
imntain  an  account  of  home  life,  and,  particularly, 
a  record  of  her  progress  in  her  manifold  studies. 
There  were  constant  admonitions  to  care  for  her 
health,  and  occasional  visits  and  vacations  were 
permitted  to  remove  what  would  have  been  a  dan- 
gerous mental  strain  to  one  less  gifted  or  ambitious. 

To  Mi-   Theodotia  Burr. 

Albany,  5th  August,  ITM. 
I  rccrivrd  your  Irttrr  whirh  is  verr  iihort  and  Mys  not  one  word  of 
your  munma's  hralth.  .  .  . 

Sm  what  a  iHlcT  I  have  pit  from  little  Bun-  (a  nephew)  and  all  his 
own  work  too.     Before  I  left  home  I  wrote  him  a  letter  reqacating 
him  to  tell  me  what  I  should  bring  him:  and  in  answer  be  begs  nw  to 
bring  ■"amiM  and  you.     A  pretty  present,  indeed,  that  would  be! 
Your  father. 

A.  BnuL 

A  mild  reproof  and  a  comparison  of  her  letter 
with  one  from  "little  Bun,"  his  nephew. 

To  MtM  Theadofia  Burr. 

Viarrcnamx.  8ih  October.  I7M. 
I  raae  up  suddenly  from  the  sofa,  and  rubbing  my  bead  —  "Wbat 
book  shall  1  buy  for  her?"  "aid  I  to  mntU.  "She  reads  so  nudi  sad 
M>  rapidly  that  it  is  not  eany  to  find  proper  and  amusing  Fnncb  books 
for  ber;  and  yet  I  am  so  flattered  with  her  progress  in  that  tangwagr. 
that  I  am  nvolved  that  she  shall,  at  all  erenU.  be  gratified.  Indeed. 
I  owe  it  to  her."  So,  after  walking  oner  or  twice  briskly  acnai  Iba 
Boor,  I  took  mr  hat  and  sallied  out.  determined  not  to  retum  till  I  had 
purchased  aomething.  It  wa*  not  my  first  attempt.  I  wort  ioto  mm 
bookseller'a  shop  after  another.  I  found  plenty  of  fairy  lalca  aad  awk 
Donsense,  fit  for  tbe  generality  of  cMldren  ol  niot  or  ten  ycua  aU. 


.^i 
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**T1ieM,**  Mid  I,  "wiO  never  da  Her  undenrtandiiig  iMgins  to  be 
abofve  siidi  thingi;"  but  I  could  see  nothing  that  I  would  offer  with 
pleunre  to  an  uddligeni^  wdl  infofmed  girl  of  ndne  yean  old,  I 
began  to  be  diicouraged.  The  hour  of  dining  was  come.  **But  I 
win  aearch  a  little  longer/*  I  persevered.  At  last  I  found  it  I  found 
the  vety  thing  I  sou^t  It  is  contained  in  two  volumes  octavo, 
handsomdj  bound,  and  with  prints  and  registers.  It  b  a  work  of 
fancy,  but  rqilete  with  instruction  and  amusement  I  must  present 
it  with  mj  own  hand. 

An  indirect  but  dainty  compliment,  which,  no 
doubt,  Theodosia  fully  appreciated. 

To  hit  daughter  Theodoiia. 

Philadelphia,  20th  February,  ITMI. 

At  length,  my  dear  Theo,  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
January  —  written,  you  see,  a  month  ago.  But  I  observe  that  it  was 
not  put  into  the  post  office  until  day  before  yesterday.  I  suppose 
Fre<lerick  or  Bartow  had  carelessly  put  it  in  some  place  where  it  had 
lain  forgotten.  It  would  indeed  have  been  a  pity  that  such  a  letter 
should  have  been  lost.  There  is  something  in  the  style  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  words  which  would  have  done  honor  to  a  girl  of  sixteen. 

Alexis  (a  colored  boy)  often  bids  me  to  send  you  some  polite  and 

mpectful  message  on  his  part,  which  I  have  heretofore  omitted.     He 

i<<  a  faithful,  good  boy.    Upon  our  return  home  he  hcfpea  you  will  teadi 

him  to  read.  -  j       m- 

I  am,  my  dear  Theo, 

Your  affectionate  papa, 

A.  BURB. 

A  touch  of  reproof,  softened  by  another  veiled 
compliment. 

To  his  daughter  Theodosia. 

Phil.\delphia,  24th  February,  1798. 

In  looking  over  a  list  made  yesterday  (and  now  before  me)  of  letters 
of  consec|uence  to  be  an.swered  imme<liatoly,  I  find  the  name  of  T.  B. 
Burr.  At  the  time  I  made  the  memorandum  I  did  not  advert  to  the 
compliment  I  fuiid  you  by  puttinf^  your  name  in  a  list  with  some  of  the 
most  eminent  persons  in  the  United  States.  So  true  is  it  that  your 
letters  are  really  of  consequence  to  me. 
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Somewhat  satirical,  but  yet  calculated  to  increaae 
the  self-esteem  of  the  recipient. 

To  hit  dmighitT  Thtodotia. 

Philadeu-hu,  18th  December.  1703. 
I  hsTe  »  tbouMod  qucationi  to  uk,  my  dear  Theo,  but  noUung  to 
conununicale:  and  thus  1  fear  it  will  be  throughout  the  winter,  for  mj 
time  ia  coDsumed  in  the  dull  uDiforaiity  of  atudjr  and  ■ttendaorc  in 
Senate;  but  tmy  hour  of  ymir  daji  ia  iDteresting  to  ate.  I  would  gire. 
what  would  1  not  give,  to  ice  or  know  even  your  moat  trifling  amuae- 
mmtj?  This,  however,  is  more  than  I  can  aak  or  expect  But  I 
do  expect  with  impatience  your  journal.  Ten  minutei  tynj  morning 
demand ;  if  you  ahould  chooac  (o  make  it  twmty,  I  shall  be  thr  better 
pleased.  You  are  to  note  the  occunenees  of  the  day  aa  coociaely  M 
you  can;  and.  at  your  pleasure,  to  add  any  short  reflections  or  remarlu 
Uial  may  aiiac.     I  give  you  a  sample  of  your  journal  for  one  day : 


Plan   of  the  . 

liCamed  SM  hues,  which  finished  Horace.  Ileigh-bo  for  Toaiec 
and  the  Greek  grammar  to-morrow. 

Prmcliaed  two  hours,  less  thirty-five  minutes,  which  I  begged  of. 

Hewlett  (dancing  master)  did  not  come. 

Began  Gibbon  last  evening.  I  find  be  refjuires  aa  much  study  and 
attentiim  as  Ilwace;  so  I  shall  not  rank  the  reading  of  him  imraig 
amusemenls. 

Skaled  an  hour;  fell  twenty  times,  and  find  the  advantage  of  a  hard 
head  and 

Ma  better  —  dined  with  us  at  table,  and  ia  aliU  siting  op  and 

free  from  pain.  „         «  _.•      . 

"^  Your  ancctionale  pap*. 

A.  Bvam. 

A  heartfelt  ciy  for  news  from  home,  and  a  veiy 
practical  way  of  obtaining  it. 

To  hi*  daughUr  Theodona. 

Phiudelphia,  idth  December,  1718. 
niieo  you  hare  finished  a  letter,  T<«d  it  carefully  a>Tcr.  aad  eoffed 
all  thr  errors  you  can  discover.     In  your  last  there  wet«  boom  lAiA 
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eoaU  not,  npoo  an  •ttantive  penual.  ham  cMaped  yaar  notiee,  m  jam 
■hall  aM  wben  m  meet 

I  Imira  Mked  jou  s  peat  nun/  queetums  to  whidi  I  ham  H  jet  no 
utwcn.  Wbeo  70U  fit  down  to  write  to  me,  or  wboi  jou  ad  about  it, 
be  it  flttiiig  or  itUMiuig,  peniae  «U  m;  letters  and  leave  notUng  im- 


Gramnuttical  criticism  and  a  complaint  on  ac- 
count oS  inquiries  left  unanswered. 

To  kit  daughter  Theodona. 

PHn.u>ELPHiA,  8th  Jannaif.  17M. 

I  beg,  Mua  Prioa;,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  name  a  bi^^  "im- 
MBriMfiililTiiit"iiliiih  ]iiiii  bnr  iiiiilr  tinilrair  mi  Aa  to  the  ktlen 
and  jouraala  which  you  did  write,  lurdy  you  hare  reaaoo  abundant 
to  believe  that  they  gave  me  pleasure;  uid  bow  the  deuce  I  am  to  be 
ptcasfd  with  those  you  did  not  write,  and  how  an  omission  to  write 
can  be  called  an  "effort,"  remains  for  your  ingenuity  to  disclose. 

You  improve  much  in  journalizing.  Your  last  is  far  more  sprightly 
than  any  of  the  preceding.  Pifty-six  lines  sola  was,  I  admit,  an  effort 
worthy  of  yourself,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  often  repeated.  But 
{>ray.  when  you  have  got  up  to  200  lines  a  lesson,  why  do  you  go  back 
■gain  to  ISO  and  125?  You  should  strive  never  to  diminish;  but  I 
luppoM  that  vii  inertia,  which  is  often  so  troublesMne  to  you,  doea 
•ametimes  preponderate.     So  it  ia  now  and  then  even  with  your, 

A.  BUBB. 

Criticism  tempered  by  commendation,  followed 
by  a  chaise  of  laziness,  from  which  the  writer  al- 
lowed he  was  not  exempt. 

To  hie  daughter  Theodasia. 

Philadelphia.  14th  January,  I7M. 
I  really  think,  my  dear  Theo.  that  you  will  be  ver>'  soon  beyond  all 
trrbd  crilicism,  and  that  my  whole  attention  will  be  presently  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  your  ntyle.  Your  letter  of  the  (Hh  is  remark- 
»Uy  correct  in  [wint  of  spellinf;.  That  word  "rccieved"  still  escapes 
ymr  altrntion.  Try  again.  The  words  "wold"  and  *'shold"  are 
■owe  carelessness:  " nccessei^- "  inMead  of  "necessary" 
Wipect,  to  the  same  cla.-M. 
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"  Ma  begs  you  will  oinit  the  thougbtB  at  Imring  Coogren."  "Omit" 
ia  impn^ierif  uaed  here.  You  mean  abandon,  rttinqmak,  mumttee.  or 
abjure  the  thougfata.  etc.  Your  DULmnui,  Mr.  Leshlie,  or  jour  dictioa- 
»rj  (Jobatoa'a  folio)  will  teacli  j'ou  the  force  of  thia  obaervKtiao.  Ilie 
laal  of  these  worda  would  have  been  loo  atroug  for  the  occaaioti. 

Again  commendation  and  criticism  commin^ed. 
Theodosia  was  in  her  eleventh  year. 

To  kU  daughter  Theodotia. 

Phiudexphia.  esd  JanuM7.  ITM. 

lo,  triumphe!  There  ia  not  a  word  misspelled  in  rither  jom  letter 
or  journal,  which  cannot  lie  aaid  of  a  single  page  jou  ever  wrote  before. 
The  (able  ia  quite  dasaical,  and  if  not  vetj  much  corrected  by  Mr. 
Leahlie,  ia  a  truly  suiprising  peifonnance.  and  written  moit  beauti- 
fully. .  .  . 

I>r.  Rush  thinks  that  bark  would  not  be  amiaa,  but  may  be  beneficial 
if  the  atomach  does  not  rebuke  it,  which  must  be  constantly  the  Gnt 
object  of  attention.  He  Rcommmds  either  the  cold  infunoo  or  sub- 
atance  *  as  the  least  likely  to  offend  the  atotnadi- 

Be  able,  upon  my  arrival,  to  tell  me  the  difference  between  wi  iofu- 
non  and  decoction:  and  the  history,  the  ririuei,  and  the  botanical  or 
medical  name  of  the  bark.  Chamben  will  tell  you  more  perhaps  than 
you  will  wish  to  read  of  il.  Your  hitle  mercurial  disquintioa  b  ia- 
genioua  and  prettily  told. 

Earnest  approval,  followed  by  a  prescription  for 
her  mother,  and  a  suggestion  to  consult  a  medical 
dictionary  for  information,  preparatory  to  an  exam- 
ination on  his  return  home. 

To  kit  daughUr  Tkeodarta. 

PniLADCLmu.  13th  Februsi7.  ITM. 
1  received  your  Mter  and  endoaures  yesterday  in  Senate.    I  atopfiei) 
reading  the  letter  and  took  up  the  story  in  the  place  you  directed:  wm 
really  affected  by  the  interesting  little  tale,  faithfully  be&eviiig  h  to 

'  lite  wotd  "  lafaataDre  **  b  ineaniiicieM  in  this  wiuettioo.  Bwr.  pwb 
aUjr.  meant  *■  dKnctkn."  as  ha  asks  TheodoM  kt  kam  the  ^tmmm  brfaim 
fpfi^^t^n^  and  decDCCiaa. 
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kaTe  faeoi  taken  from  the    .and  was  aobMuabed  and  ddigfated 

wboi  I  ncumd  to  the  letter  and  found  the  little  deceptioa  70U  had 
played  opaa  me.  It  u  cancudjr  and  handaomcfy  told,  and  i*  indeed 
a  pcrf onnanoe  above  jour  ym*.  .  .  . 

I  de^Mur  at  getting  genuine  Tent  wine  in  thii  dtj.  Tliere  never 
*■■  a  battle  at  real  unadulterated  Tent  impixted  here  tor  tale.  Hr. 
Jefferson,  who  had  scMoe  for  his  own  use,  has  Mt  town.  Good  Bur* 
pmdy  and  Muscat,  mixed  in  equal  parts,  make  a  better  Tent  than  can 
be  bou^L  But  by  Bartow's  letuni  you  abaO  hare  what  I  can  get  — 
toooer,  if  I  find  a  convqnnce. 

For  once,  astonished  and  delighted,  with  no  word 
of  reproof  or  suggestion  of  new  duties.  The  wine 
was  for  her  mother. 

To  hit  daughter  Tkeodona. 

Philadelphia,  7th  March.  I7M. 

Poor  Tom!  (a  colored  man.  the  slave  of  Colonel  Burr)  I  hope 
vou  take  good  care  of  him.  If  he  u  confined  by  his  1^.  he  must 
pav  the  greater  attentioD  to  his  reading  and  writing. 

I  shall  run  off  to  see  you  about  Sunday  or  Monday;  but  the  roads 
ue  BO  extremely  bad  that  I  expect  to  be  three  days  getting  through. 
I  ihsll  bring  with  me  the  cherty  sweetmeats,  and  something  for  Augusta 
Louise  Matilda  Tbeododa  Van  Home.  I  believe  I  have  not  recol- 
hHed  all  her  names. 

Colonel  Burr's  servants,  who  were  slaves,  were 
all  taught  to  read  and  write.  His  theory  of  educa- 
tion did  not  discriminate  on  account  of  sex  or  color. 
Probably  Theodosia,  in  her  letters,  had  called  her- 
self by  different  names. 

To  ku  daughter  Tkndoiria. 

Philadelphia,  31st  March.  1704. 

I  am  distressed  at  your  Iohs  of  time.     1  do  not.  indeed,  wholly  blame 

^■w  for  it,  but  thi<i  docs  not  (liministh  my  r^^t.  ,  .  .  Negligence  of 

<nir's  duties  produces  a  self -di!t.satt:«f action  which  unfits  the  mind  for 

"wvthing,  and  ennut  and  peevishness  are  the  De\'er-failiiig  conse- 
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quenca.      .  .  I  shall  in  *  few  d«7>  (this  week)  •end  you  «  moat  beuiti- 
ful  mMorttoctit  <i  Bower  leeds  knd  flowering  ■hnib*. 

If  I  do  not  receive  &  letter  from  fou  to-morrow,  I  ■hall  be  out  at  all 
paticace.    Ever;  da;'*  journal  wiU,  I  hope,  aay  wmething  of  mamina. 

Again,  r^ret,  reward,  and  reproof. 

To  Am  daughter  Theodofia. 

Philadelphia,  7th  June,  I7M. 
I  hare  received  my  dear  Theo'i  two  little,  very  little,  Frendi  lettera. 
The  last  left  you  lonnented  with  headache  and  toothache,  too  much 
for  one  poor  little  ^r!  to  suffer  at  one  time,  I  am  sure;  you  had  doubl- 
k»  taken  some  sudden  txM.  You  must  fi^t  them  as  well  as  jou 
can  till  I  come,  and  then  t  will  engage  to  keep  them  at  bay. 

S3mipathy,  an  encouragement  to  fortitude,  and 
the  promise  of  a  father's  loving  care.  Theodosia 
■was  now  motherless. 

Tq  hu  daughter  Theodowm. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Aagust,  I7M. 
We  arrived  here  yesterday  after  a  hoi,  tedious  passage  of  mtrtn 
days.  We  were  delayed  as  well  by  accidents  as  by  calm  and  cnotraiy 
winds.  The  first  evening,  bring  under  full  sail,  we  ran  ashore  at  Tap- 
pan,  and  lay  there  aground,  in  a  very  uncomfoftable  situatian,  twenty- 
four  hour*.  With  great  labor  and  fsligue  we  got  off  the  foUowii^ 
night,  and  had  scarce  got  under  sail  brfore  we  nuasrd  our  loogboaL 
We  lost  the  whole  day  in  hunting  for  it  and  so  lay  till  the  moming  of 
Wrdncsday.  Having  thru  made  sail  again,  with  a  pretty  strac^  head 
wind,  at  the  very  6nit  tark  the  Dutch  horse  fell  orerhoard.  The  poor 
Ae\i\  was  at  (hr  timr  lird  about  the  nrck  with  a  rope,  so  that  he  seoacd 
to  have  only  the  altemativrt  of  hanging  or  drowning  (for  the  river 
io  hereabout  four  miles  wideandihe  water  was  very  rou^);  fortunately 
for  him,  the  rope  broke,  and  he  went  souse  into  the  water.  His  wtigfal 
nunk  him  so  deep  (hat  we  were  at  least  fifty  yards  from  him  wbta  be 
rame  up.  He  snorted  off  the  water,  and  turning  around  once  or  twice, 
as  if  to  see  where  he  waa,  then  recollecting  the  way  to  N«w  York,  W 
immediately  swam  off  down  the  river  with  all  toRe.  We  fitted  «■! 
our  lodgfooat  in  pursuit  of  him,  and  al  length  diora  him  on  ikart  M 
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die  WwtdwrtM  mdt,  when  I  hirad  »  nuu  to  take  him  to  VVnkrick's. 
AH  tfabdcbTadoiiMulja  whole  tide  more.  Tlie  iHidiie  gf  the  vojege 
WM  withoot  aGodait,  erccpt  nidi  ■■  /ou  mj  picture  to  yoamit  In  « 
null  cabin,  with  wtna  meti,  seven  wcxnoi,  and  two  Grying  diildrcn  — 
two  <i  the  women  being  the  meet  q>lenctic,  iU-humond  fi''i"mit  jtm 
can  imagine.  ...  I  am  quite  gimtified  that  jrou  hare  aeciired  Hta. 
Pcnn'a  good  opinion,  and  content  with  jonr  reaaooa  for  not  lajring  the 
dvil  tbii^  you  had  intended.  In  case  jou  ibotdd  dine  in 
company  with  her,  I  will  appriie  you  at  oae  drcumataiice,  by  a  trifling 
■ttcntioo  to  which  you  may  elevate  youndf  in  her  esteem.  She  is  a 
fteat  advoote  tor  a  Tcry  plain,  rather  abatemioue,  dirt  uk  children,  h 
jou  may  aee  by  her  conduct  with  MiuEliiabeth.  Be  careful,  tlmrfoie, 
to  eat  ol  but  one  diah;  that  a  plain  roaat  or  boiled;  little  or  no  gravy 
or  buttn",  and  very  Bparingly  of  deaoert  or  fruit:  not  more  than  halt  a 
gliM  cl  wine;  and  if  more  of  anything  to  eat  or  drink  is  offved.  de^ne 
it.  If  they  ask  a  reason  —  "  Pa^  thinks  it  is  not  good  for  me."  is  the 
brat  that  can  be  given. 

It  was  mth  great  pain  and  reluctance  that  I  made  this  journey 
•rithout  you.  But  your  manners  are  not  yet  quite  suffidently  formed 
to  enable  you  to  do  justice  to  your  own  character  (Theodosia  had  now 
altered  her  twelfth  year),  and  the  e:(pectations  which  are  fonned  of 
>ou.  or  to  my  wiihes.  Improve,  therefore,  to  the  utmost,  the  present 
opportunity:  incjuire  of  every  pcrint  of  behavior  about  which  you  are 
onharrassed;  imitate  as  much  as  you  can  the  manners  of  Madame 
l>e  S.,  and  observe  also  everything  which  Mn.  Penn  says  and  does. 

You  should  direct  your  own  breakfast.  Send  Cxsar  every  morning 
fiir  a  pint  of  milk  for  you;  and,  to  save  trouble  to  Madame  De  S.,  let 
ber  know  that  you  eat  at  breakfast  only  bread  and  butter. 

A  good  story.  The  second  paragraph  contains 
what    Parton    calls    **a    <langerous    Chester6eldian 

taint."     An  abstemious  diet   provided. 

To  kit  daughter  Tkeodona. 

KhBAtrc.  t4th  August.  1794. 

Your  invitation  to  the  Z's  was,  I   confess,  a  very   embarrasMng 

<lilemma.  and  one  from  wliii'li  it  was  not  easy  to  extricate  yourself. 

For  the  future,  take  it  for  your  rule  to  visit  only  the  familira  which 

vou  have  known  me  to  visit;  and  if  Madame  De  S.  should  prt^toae  to 
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vou  to  visit  uij  other,  you  n^y  t«ll  ber  what  are  my  ii 
the  iubject.  To  the  younf;  Iwlies,  jrou  mvf  pretend  bi 
gtgemrata.  Avoid,  however,  ((iving  may  offeoce  to  your  cooipatiiaiw. 
ll  is  the  manner  f>r  a  rrfuKal,  much  more  than  the  refusal,  which  giva 
offence.  This  direction  about  your  visits  applies  only  to  the  atisena 
or  English  families.  You  may,  indeed  it  is  my  wish  that  you  ■hould, 
visit  with  Madame  De  S.  all  her  French  acquaintance.  .  .  . 

Do  you  conlinue  to  preserve  Madame  I>e  S's  good  opinjoa  al  your 
talenta  for  the  harp?  And  do  you  find  that  you  convene  with  moce 
facility  in  the  French?  These  are  interesting  questions,  and  your 
answer  to  this  will,  I  hope,  answer  fully  all  the  questioos  it  coalaiu. 

A  lesson  in  social  etiquette. 

To  Am  daughter  Theodotia. 

At^AVr,  16lh  August,  I7M. 

I^t  me  know  whether  Mrs.  Penn  has  left  town,  how  often  you  have 
been  with  her,  and  what  passed.  I  need  not  repeal  my  amiely  to 
know  how  you  and  Madame  De  S.  agree,  and  what  progresa  you  make 
in  mu.«ic,  dandng.  and  speaking  French.  She  promised  to  give  you. 
now  and  then,  a  lesson  on  the  forte-piano.     Is  she  as  good  a*  her  word  ? 

Having  faitcil  in  your  promise  to  write  by  every  poat,  you  cwinat 
expect  me  to  return  within  the  month,  one  promise  being  founded  on 
the  other. 

Education  still  to  the  fore,  and  a  touch  of  moral 
philosophy. 

To  hU  datufhlrr  Tkeodima. 

Trot.  «lst  August.  1TM. 
I  hope  to  be  oo  my  rrtum  on  Monday,  when  you  roust  beigin  to 
pray  for  northerly  winds:  or,  if  you  have  learned  lo,  say  maaa,  thai  iha 
French  Roman  Catholic*  rely  on  lo  procure  them  all  earthly  aod 
■ptritual  Ueiuings.  By  (he  by,  if  you  have  not  been  to  the  Rotaan 
chapel,  I  insist  that  you  go  next  Sunday,  if  you  are  not  mgngrd  h 
some  other  party. 

If  Burr  was  irreligious,  as  is  claimed,  he  seems 
to  acknowledge  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  and  had 
no  objection  to  his  daughter's  attendance  at  diuich — 
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Id  fact,  commended  it.     How  the  mists  of  prejudice 

and  falsehood  roll  away  before  the  sunlight  of  truth! 

To  hit  daughier  TJuodotia. 

Nkw  York,  5th  Stimtrf,  1196. 

You  Bee  me  ufe  urived  in  New  Yorii.  I  have  pueed  but  one  hour 
al  Bkhmond  HiU.  It  Menu  solitu]'  and  upderifble  without  jrou. 
Thcf  *n  all  well  And  much,  veij  much  diaappointed  that  jou  did  not 
cooM  with  me.  .  .  . 

Your  [Mcture  is  really  like  you;  atili,  it  doca  not  quite  pleaae  me. 
It  has  a  penaive,  KUtimental  air,  that  c(  a  ktre-oidk  maid.  Stuart  has 
probably  meant  to  anticipate  what  you  may  be  at  wcteen;  but  even  in 
that  I  think  he  has  mined  it. 

Bartow  baa  grown  immenady  tat. 

She  was  not  at  home  and,  in  her  absence,  even 
the  brush  of  a  great  artist  could  not  satisfy  a  father's 
longing  for  his  child.  In  his  disappointment  he 
criticised  the  artist  because  he  had  not  made  her 
more  as  his  fancy  painted  her. 

To  hit  daughter  Tktodotia. 

BBorroL,  Uth  September,  1795. 

You  must  pay  off  Mpance  and  Hewlet  for  their  attendance  on  you 
and  Nathalie.  (Nathalie  Dt  L'Age  was  the  dau^ler  of  a  French  lady 
who  wan  once  a  member  of  the  family  of  the  Princeas  Lamballr. 
Nathalie  was  adopted  and  educated  by  Colonel  Burr  as  his  child. 
She  married  the  son  of  General  Sumter,  of  South  Carolina.)  They 
inu!it  be  paid  regularly  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

Tell  Mr.  ^tartell  that  I  request  that  all  the  time  be  can  spare  you 
be  devoted  to  I^tin:  that  I  have  provided  you  with  a  teacher  of  French, 
that  no  [>art  of  tii<i  attention  might  be  taken  off. 

Burr  ha.s  often  been  accused  of  being  very  care- 
less almut  money  matters  and  always  in  debt.  Dur- 
ing his  marrit'd  life,  however,  his  correspondence 
sliow-s  liiin  to  have  l)een  vcrj'  careful  about  paying 
his  household  bills,  at  least,  promptly. 
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To  ki§  daitghter   Theodatia. 

Philadelphia,  ITUi  September,  179S. 

Bj  tluf  p<Mt  I  recdvfd  ■  tetter  from  Colonel  Ward,  rcquesliiv  leave 
to  lemove  hU  family  into  m^  houae,  Richmond  Hill.  Ife  liva,  jou 
UMj  recollect,  in  the  part  of  the  towD  which  is  uid  to  be  lickJf.  I 
couM  Dot,  thetcfore,  refiue.  He  will  call  on  you  to  go  out  with  him. 
You  had  better,  immediately  upon  receipt  of  thi«,  go  out  yimraelf  and 
appriie  Anth<«y  and  Peggy.  ...  I  b^  thai  when  you  ail  down  to 
write  a  letter  you  will  tx^n  by  putting  a  date  at  the  top;  thii  will  then 
prcaendy  became  a  habit,  and  will  never  be  omitted. 

I  am  aorry,  veiy  10117.  '^'"^  7°^  "*  obliged  to  •utnnit  to  Mune  re- 
proof. Indeed.  I  fear  that  your  want  of  attention  aod  politeneM.  and 
your  awkward  porturc*  reijuire  it.  ...  I  have  often  seco  Madame 
at  table,  and  other  litualiMU.  pay  you  the  utmost  attention;  offer  you 
twenty  civilities,  while  you  a{^>emred  Karcely  acnsible  that  ahe  was 
^leaking  to  you;  or.  at  the  moat,  replied  with  a  cold  rrmfme,  without 
even  a  took  of  aatirfartion  or  ccxnplacency.  A  moment'a  reBectioa 
will  convince  you  (hat  thin  conduct  will  be  naturally  cuostnicd  inlo 
arrogance;  aa  if  you  thought  that  all  attenUoo  waa  dut  to  you.  and  aa 
if  you  felt  above  ahowing  the  leaat  to  anybody.  I  know  that  you 
abhore  auch  acnlimenta  and  that  you  are  incapable  of  being  actuated 
by  them.  Yet  you  expoae  yourself  to  the  cenaure  without  intefxfing 
or  knowing  it.  I  believe  you  will  in  future  avoid  it  Obaervc  bow 
Nathalie  ivpUea  to  the  amallcat  civility  which  ia  offered  to  her.  .  .  . 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  my  dear  Theoduoia,  pardon  two  auch  gran 
page*  from  one  who  love*  you,  and  whoae  happineaa  dcpeada  toy 
much  00  youra. 

Theodosia  was  now  in  her  "teens"  and  afflicted 
with  the  natural  gaucherie  of  that  period  of  life. 
Motherless,  away  from  her  father  and  early  compan- 
ions, in  the  company  of  comparative  strangers,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  she  was  ill  at  ease  and  often  awkward* 

To  Au  daugUtr  Ttuadotio. 
Cnr  or  WAaHmoroN,  SSd  September.  I7H. 
Your  letter  of  the  17th  and  one  without  date  (I  rappoat  the  lM) 
came  in  Ihia  evening.    Thcjr  contain  more  wit  and  ^  " 


HER  CHILDHOOD  AND  EDUCATION    801 

joQ  cfcr  wrote  in  the  Mune  oompeM*  aad  hsve  amined  me  enseediiig^. 
But  why  do  you  diminiih  their  Talue  hj  ordetmeii?  Tliere  b  an 
^mJMian  of  one  or  siore  words  in  everjr  eentenoe.  At  leaet  I  entreni 
joQ  to  rend  over  your  letlen  before  you  aeal  them.  Some  ebusei  ire 
nbaohitdy  unintdOigible,  though  in  eeveral  I  can  gueis  what  word 
joQ  intended. 

Again  the  mixture  of  commendation  and  criticism. 
A  witty  young  girl,  not  fully  educated,  is  like  a  trim- 
built  yacht  in  the  hands  of  an  incompetent  sailing 
master.  But  fortunate  Theodosia  had  for  her  pilot 
a  loving  father  to  guide  her  by  and  over  the  rocks  and 
shoak  of  life. 

To  hii  daughter  Theodoiia. 
Cmr  OF  Wabhinqton,  SSth  September,  1705. 

Your  letter  ol  the  Slst,  written,  I  suppose,  mt  Dr.  Brown's,  lias 
just  come  in,  and  relieves  me  from  a  weight  of  anxiety  about  your 
bfalth.  .  .  . 

Of  attention  and  tenderness  you  will  receive  not  only  enough,  but 
a  great  deal  too  much;  and  an  indulgence  to  every  inattention,  awkward 
habit,  and  expression,  which  may  lead  you  to  imagine  them  to  be  so 
many  ornaments.  As  to  your  language,  I  expect  to  find  it  perfectly 
infantine. 

Visit  your  neighbors  B.  B.  often  as  you  please,  taking  very  great 
care  not  to  surfeit  the  family  with  your  charming  company,  whidi  may 
happen  much  sooner  than  you  would  be  inclined  to  believe. 

The  most  sarcastic  letter  Burr  ever  wrote  to  his 
daughter.  Its  severity  may  have  been  deserved, 
but  one  cannot  help  feeling  pity  for  Theodosia, 
\o  doubt  her  friends  petted  her,  the  homeless  little 
girl  was  delighted,  and  expressed  her  pleasure 
with  too  much  exuberance  to  her  stoical  father. 

To  his  daughter  Theodosia, 

New  York,  8th  February,  1796. 

What  will  vou  think  of  the  taste  of  New  York  when  I  shall  tell 
you  that  Miss  Broadhurst  is  not  very  generally  admired  here?    Sudi 
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U  the  fact    I  have  contributed  my  fed>le  efforts  to  oorrect  this  opin- 


ion. 

Mat*8  child  shall  not  be  christened  until  jrou  shall  be  pleased  to 
indicate  the  time,  place,  manner,  and  name.  I  have  promised  Tom 
that  he  shall  take  me  to  Philadelphia  if  there  be  sleighing.  The  poor 
fellow  is  almost  crazy  about  it.  He  is  importuning  all  the  gods  for 
snow,  but  as  yet  they  don't  appear  to  listen  to  him. 

Your  being  in  the  ballette  charms  me.  If  you  are  to  practice  on 
Wednesday  evening,  do  not  stay  away  for  the  expectation  id  recei%'ing 
me.     If  you  should  be  at  the  ballette,  I  shall  go  forthwith  to  see  yoa. 

A  quick  drop  from  a  bit  of  society  gossip  to  the 
christening  of  a  child  and  the  happiness  of  a  slave. 
Theodosia  must  have  been  taking  satisfactoiy  lessons 
in  dancing  to  be  qualified  to  appear  in  the  biUlet. 

To  TheodonG. 

Philadelphia,  iSd  Janoaiy,  1707. 

You  must  not  "puxxle  all  day,**  my  dear  little  girl,  at  one  hard 
lesson.  After  puzzling  faithfully  for  one  hour,  apply  to  your  arith- 
metic, and  do  enough  to  convince  the  doctor  that  you  have  not  beeo 
idle.  Neither  must  you  be  discouraged  by  one  unlucky  day.  The 
doctor  is  a  very  reasonable  man  and  makes  all  due  allowanoe  for  the 
le\'ities  as  well  as  for  the  stupidity  of  children.  I  think  yoa  will  not 
often  challenge  his  indulgence  on  either  score. 

And  do  you  regret  that  you  are  not  also  a  woman  ?  Thai  you  mtt 
not  numbered  in  that  galaxy  d  beauty  which  adorns  an  asst  iiiMji 
room ,  coquetting  for  admi ration  and  attracting  flattery  ?  Na  I  answer 
with  confidence.  You  feel  that  you  are  maturing  for  soBd  friend* 
ship.  The  friends  you  gain  you  will  never  lose;  and  no  one,  I  think« 
will  dare  to  insult  your  understanding  by  such  comf^mcnta  as  mn 
most  graciously  received  by  too  many  of  your  sex.  .  .  . 

Never  use  a  word  whidi  does  not  fully  ezpreas  your  thoughts*  or 
which,  for  any  other  reason,  does  not  please  you.  Hunt  your  diction* 
ary  till  you  find  one.  Arrange  a  whole  sentence  in  your  mind  befocv 
you  write  a  word  of  it.  ...  I  should  be  mortified  —  I  abouM  be  abnosl 
offended  —  if  I  should  find  that  you  had  passed  over  any  word  in  my 
letters  without  becoming  perfectly  accjuainted  with  ill 
and  etymology. 
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Nearly  fourteen  years  of  age  and  still  under  the 
educational  harrow.  Much  more  of  WoUstone- 
craft  than  of  Chesterfield  in  the  second  paragraph. 
In  fact,  she  is  warned  against  the  compliments 
of  the  followers  (rf  Chesterfieldian  teachings. 


To  i 

AI.BANT,  4th  Jkbumij,  Vm. 

Yoor  de^Mtidcii^  diftreaaea  me  extremely.  It  b  indeed  unfortn- 
nate,  1117  dt»t  Theodou,  tluU  wa  mre  coostnined  to  be  aeparated.  I 
had  aera  ao  much  need  ot  joux  aocietj  and  friendahip,  nor  you.  per- 
Itipa,  ct  mine.  It  is  ft  mirfortunc  which  I  aincerdy  icgict  every  lioiir 
of  the  day.  It  11  one,  however,  which  you  muat  aid  me  to  aupport,  by 
IcitifyiDg  that  you  can  au]^rt  your  abate  ot  it  with  fiimncaa  and 
ictivity.  An  effort  made  with  decision  will  convince  you  that  you  are 
able  to  accomplish  all  I  wish  and  all  you  desire.  Determination  and 
perm'erance  in  eveiy  laudable  undertaking  is  the  great  point  of  differ- 
ence between  the  silly  and  the  wiite.  It  is  easentially  a  part  of  your 
character,  and  requires  but  an  effort  to  bring  it  into  action.  I'be 
h^tpinesa  of  my  life  depends  upon  your  exertions;  for  what  else,  for 
whom  else  do  I  live?  ...  It  is  for  my  aalce  that  you  now  labor.  I 
shall  acknowledge  your  advancement  with  gratitude  and  with  the  moat 
lively  pleasure.     Let  me  entreat  you  not  to  be  discouraged.  .  .  . 

There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  you  may  form  what  counte- 
nance you  please.  An  open,  serene.  inleUigent  countenance,  a  htlle 
bri|;htened  by  cheerfulness,  not  wrought  into  smiles  or  simpera,  will 
prmenlly  become  familiar  and  grow  into  habit.  A  year  will  with  cer- 
tainty accomplish  it.  Your  physiognomy  has  naturally  much  of 
lirnei'olence,  and  it  will  cost  you  much  labor,  which  you  may  well 
<(iare.  to  eradicate  it.  Avoid,  forever  avoid,  a  smile  or  sneer  of  con- 
Irmpt;  never  even  mimic  them.  A  frown  of  sullenness  or  di.icontent 
i-  liul  one  degree  less  hat<'ful.  You  seem  to  require  these  things  of 
me.  or  I  should  have  thought  them  unneceasaiy.  .  .  . 

I  am  perpeliially  stopped  in  the  streets  by  little  and  big  fprls.  Where 
i'  Miss  Burr?  Won"t  she  come  up  this  winter?  Oh.  why  didn't  you 
bring  her  r  and  so  forth. 

Nearly  "sweet  sixteen."     An  eneigetic  exhortation 
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to  stoicism,  fortitude,  and  enforced  cheerfulness. 
With  a  home,  and  father  and  mother  with  her,  how 
much  happier  Theodosia*s  childhood  would  have 
been. 

To  Theodona. 

Albany,  llih  February,  ITtW. 

You  now  see  that  a  letter  can  come  from  New  York  in  three  days; 
a  truth  whidi  has  been  frequently  verified  by  the  receipt  of  my  letters, 
but  never  before  by  the  despatch  of  your  own. 

You  charge  me  with  not  noticing  two  of  your  letters,  and  that  I 
have  not  given  you  any  directions  about  heedlessness.  With  sub- 
mission. Miss,  you  are  mistaken.  It  is  true  that  I  have  not  repeated 
the  word,  but  I  have  intimated  several  things  intended  to  this  point 
You  expect,  I  presume,  that  I  should  treat  the  subject  scientifically, 
as  Duport  does  his  art,  and  begin  by  explanation  of  terms,  and  then 
proceed  to  divide  and  subdivide  the  matter,  as  a  priest  does  a  sermon. 
Such  a  dose  would,  I  am  sure,  have  sickened  you.  I  have  therefore 
thought  it  best  to  give  you  very  little  at  a  time,  and  watch,  as  physkiaiis 
do  with  potent  medicines,  the  effect  produced.  When  we  meet,  which 
I  verily  believe  will  be  in  five  or  six  days  after  the  receipt  of  this,  yoa 
shall  have  as  much  as  I  shall  find  your  stomadi  will  bear.  .  .  . 

I  go  to  bed  between  12  and  1  and  rise  between  7  and  8.  For  sooie 
reasons  to  me  unknown,  I  cannot  drink  a  single  glass  of  wine  with- 
out serious  injury:  still  less  can  I  bear  ardent  spirits.  Of  oourse  I 
am  pretty  much  in  the  bread  and  water  line.  This  is  the  more  pfo- 
voking  as  I  dine  out  almost  every  day,  and  the  dinners  are  really 
excellent  and  well  dressed,  not  exceeded  in  New  York.  .  .  .  Pleaae 
to  resolve  me  whether  ''author*'  b  not  of  both  genders,  for  I  hale  tlie 
appendix  of  **< 


Three  days  from  New  York  to  Albany !  —  rapid 
transit  for  those  days.  Miss  Theodosia  had  evi- 
dently taken  her  father  to  task  for  delinquency  in 
his  correspondence,  and  he  retorts.  He  confesses 
his  love  for  good  dinners*  but  is  condemned  to  ab- 
stinence in  both  food  and  drink. 
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7o  Tktodotia, 

Albaht,  SOth  JUIM17,  1800. 
LMleed,  my  de«r  'neoAomm,  I  turn  11UU17,  muj  maoMDla  o(  aofid- 
tade  about  you.    Bcmcniba-  th«t  occapatiaa  will  infalHUy  cxpd  the 
Icm)  aimMi,  and  that  MKcitude  u  the  bu{|bMr  of  fooU.    Ood  bl<M 
■Bdaidtbee. 

He  teaches  the  "Gospel  of  Work"  and  that  solici- 
hude  leads  to  tiseless  self-introspection. 

To  Thcodtma. 

Albamt.  80th  Jannwy,  IBOO. 
You  tcAect,  and  that  u  a  aecurity  tor  your  ctmduct.  Onr  nott 
bnmifiatiiig  emrs  proceed  usually  from  inattcntioo,  and  from  Aat 
BKBtal  <UMip«tion  which  we  call  heedlesimcM.  You  ertiiDate  yovr 
■tuatioii  with  great  truth.  Many  are  surprised  that  I  could  repoae 
in  you  so  great  a  trust  as  that  trf  yourself;  but  I  kuew  that  you  were 
equal  to  it.  and  I  am  not  derdvcd.  ...  At  your  age  to  prefer  duty 
to  pleasure  when  they  ore  in  collision,  is  a  degree  of  firmness  rarely 
nfaibited,  and  therrfore,  the  more  calculated  to  inspire  respect.  I 
perceive  that  I  am  not  very  explicit,  but  you  will  reflect  and  dlsceni 
my  meaning.  Montesquieu  said  he  wrote  to  make  people  think.and 
Bot  to  make  them  read  —  and  why  may  not  —  a    R 

A  young  woman  now  nearly  seventeen!  Her 
education  well  advanced,  parental  confidence  in 
her  ability  to  take  care  of  herself  is  expressed.  Now 
she  is  no  longer  to  "read"*  but  to  "think."  She 
vas  married  to  Colonel  Alston  in  the  following 
.Tear. 

It  has  Ijeen  seen  that  in  Theodosia's  case  cliild- 
liood  and  education  were  synonymous.  It  is  so 
•f^-day.  in  many  instances,  but  rarely  to  so  pronounced 
Bn  extent.  The  outlines  of  her  mental  and  moral 
(duration  were  ca.st  in  a  Spartan  mould.  She  was 
'flight   the   self-reliance   and   fortitude   of  a   man. 
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and  it  made  her  the  most  marked  instance  of  pater- 
nal devotion  in  our  country's  history.  She  was 
the  6rst  woman  in  America  to  have  what  may  be 
called  a  collie  education.  Her  personal  charm, 
her  amiability,  her  moral  heroism,  and  her  educa- 
tional acquirements  entitle  her  to  the  designation 
which  we  have  given  her  —  The  Fikst  Gentle- 
Woman  OF  Her  Tiue. 


CHAPTER  X 

RICHMOND   HILL 

FEW  houses  in  America  have  sheltered  so  many 
prominent  men  and  women,  or  experienced 
more  vicissitudes  of  fortune  and  use,  than  the  one- 
time home  of  Aaron  Burr  known  as  Richmond 
dill.  Its  actual  location  has  been  fixed  officially 
(6R):  "Zandt  Berg,  or  Sand  Hill,  was  an  elevated 
range  of  hills  traversing  a  part  of  the  City  of  New 
York  through  the  eighth  and  fifteenth  wards.  There 
were  several  prominent  points  on  the  Zandt  Berg. 
The  residence  of  Abraham  Mortier,  Commissary 
in  the  British  Army,  was  erected  about  the  year 
1760  on  one  extremity  of  this  range.  This  build- 
ing was  subsequently  called  the  Richmond  Hill 
House.  The  position  of  this  house  was  near  the 
present  corner  of  Varick  and  Charlton  streets." 

The  Republic  newspaper  (place  of  publication 
unknown)  gives  a  coar.se  wood-cut  of  what  it  terms 
"a  shal)by  ruin."  It  says:  "The  old  frame  house 
standing  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Hudson  (?) 
and  Charlton  Streets.  New  ^'ork  City,  is  pointed 
out  by  old  residents  as  being  all  that  is  left  of  what 
at  one  time  was  the  finest  residence  on  Manhattan 
I-laiul.  It  is  what  remains  of  the  celebrated  Rich- 
mond Hill  mansion."  The  paper  states  that  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  Colonel  Burr  at  the  lime  of  his 
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marriage  to  Mrs.  Prevost  in  1782,  but  this  statement 
is  manifestly  erroneous,  as  Colonel  Burr  lived  first  in 
Albany.  When  he  came  to  New  York  City,  after  its 
evacuation  by  the  British  in  November,  1783,  he  took 
a  house  in  Maiden  Lane.  Vice-president  John 
Adams  lived  at  Richmond  Hill  in  1789. 

A  historian  of  old  New  York  (69)  says:  "The 
successor  to  Vice-president  Adams  in  the  tenanc}* 
of  this  estate,  and  the  tenant  with  whom  its  name 
is  always  most  closely  associated,  was  Aaron  Burr. 
to  whom  was  executed  a  sixty-nine  years'  lease  of 
the  property  on  May  1,  1797;  and  who  here,  before 
and  during  his  term  as  Vice-president,  lived  in  the 
handsome  fashion  becoming  to  so  accomplished  a 
man  of  the  world." 

To  quote  further  from  the  Republic:  "It  was 
here  that  Aaron  Burr  passed  the  most  happy  years 
of  his  life."  This  statement  was  undoubtedly 
founded  upon  the  belief  that  Colonel  Burr  took 
possession  in  178i.  As  Mrs.  Burr  died  in  1794, 
and  Colonel  Burr,  as  we  have  seen,  was  separated 
from  his  daughter  by  official  and  legal  duties,  his 
residence  there  could  hardly  have  been  the  happiest 
period  of  his  life. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  Republic's  article 
it  is  statofj:  "At  that  time  the  mansion,  a  large 
wooden  «lifice,  with  a  portico  of  Ionic  columns, 
stood  at  what  is  now  I'aricl:  and  Charlton  streets; 
the  estate  comprising  about  160  acres,  extended 
to  the  water"  (the  Hudson  River). 

Mr.  Janvier  further  complicates  the  point  of 
exact  location  of  the  house  by  substituting  "Van 
Dam"  for  "Charlton"  Street. 


-Ui<-luiu>n<l    Hill.' 


i«rii|iit'ii   111    viirimis  time:*   liy   (len. 
\'icc  l'n*.tiiicnt  .Idhii  Adiims. 
il  (."ol.  Aiiriin  llurr. 
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Bichmoiid  HID  — wbcn  mow  old  flcntkniMi  dun  cmw  ifhttitg 
around  it  in  winters  more  duui  lefaitjr  jetn  gone  hj  —  ntSfy  it  was 
a  liiO:  the  touthweitem  outjut  of  the  lour  range  eeDed  the  Zandttieig 
(that  it  to  aay  sandhills)  which  swung  away  in  a  long  cmre  from  near 
the  present  CUnton  Place  and  Broadwaj  to  about  where  Vaiidc  and 
Van  Dam  streets  now  cross.  The  Uinetla  water  eipanded  into  a  hufge 
pcmd  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  —  to  quote  the  elegant  language  of 
anearfierdaj  —  "from  the  crest  of  this  small  eminence  was  an  enticing 
prospect;  on  the  south,  the  woods  and  ddb  and  wincfing  road  from 
the  lands  of  Lispenard,  throu^  the  Tallej  where  was  Botrowson's 
laTero;  and  on  the  north  and  west  the  plains  of  Greenwich  Village 
made  up  a  rich  prospect  to  gase  on/* 

He  gives  a  picture  of  Vice-president  Adams,  Baron 
Steuben,  and  Mr.  Jefferson. 

Later  Mr.  Mce-president  John  Adams  occupied  Richmond  Ilill» 
keying  up  the  establishment  on  a  scale  not  quite  so  liberal  as  that  of 
the  Conimissionaiy,  perhaps,  but  with  a  fitting  state  and  dignity.  A 
iHimpse  oi  the  interior  oi  this  household  is  given  by  Gulian  C.  Ver- 
planck,  writing  in  the  Talisman  for  1820,  in  his  description  oi  a  vice- 
pmudential  dinner-party:  "There,  in  the  centre  of  the  table/'  writes 
Mr.  Verplanck,  "sat  Vice-president  Adams  in  full  dress,  with  his 
ba^  and  solitaire,  his  hair  frizzled  out  each  side  €i  his  face  as  you  see 
it  in  Stuart*s  older  pictures  oi  him.  On  his  right  sat  Baron  Steuben, 
our  royalist  republican  disciplinarian  general.  On  his  left  was  Mr. 
Jefferson,  who  had  just  returned  from  France,  conspicuous  in  his  red 
waist-coat  and  breeches,  the  fashion  of  Versailles." 


Mr.  William  L.  Stone,  of  Mount  Vernon,  New 
York,  has  supplied  from  one  of  his  scrap-books 
the  following  interesting  account  of  Richmond  Hill 
from  1760  to  1841,  covering  the  period  of  its  incep- 
tion, growth,  and  decline.  Certain  inconsistencies 
with  previous  statements,  or  additions,  are  indi- 
cated by  parenthetical  notes: 

In  the  year  1700,  the  present  Eip^lith  Ward  of  this  city  was  a  rural 
region  uf  exceeding  beauty,  in  its  rich  adornment  of  field  and  forest. 
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of  limpid  ponds  and  rippling  strMml«ts.  In  the  middle  of  iu  uca 
ruae  a  loft/  bill,  sloping  gently  up  from  the  east,  but  deacending  stecplr 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  South  of  (he  eminence  spread  the  immi 
sBvannalis  and  salt  manhea  known  as  lispenard's  Meadows;  and 
through  them  ran  the  de\ious  stream  which  served  as  an  outlet  frooi 
the  "Freah  Water"  —  a  stream  which  was  afterwards  nude  a  straight 
water-course  along  Canal  Street.  Round  the  northerly  skirts  of  the 
hill,  in  many  a  wayward  reach  and  murmuring  eddy,  curved  the  Uttle 
brook  then  known  as  "Beslaver '■  Killetje."  That  was  its  name  loo|t 
before;  and  it  is  of  frequent  mention  in  the  IXmgan  Charier  of  1686, 
as  a  point  in  the  boundary  of  the  Out-wanl.  It  rose  ju-il  north  of  the 
present  \Ya.-ihingli>n  Square,  and  meandering  along  where  Minetta 
and  Downing  Streets  now  run,  it  etnplieil  into  llie  Hudson  about  the 
foot  of  Ilaramersly  Street.  In  later  limcn  this  rivulet  was  called 
Minetia  Water. 

llie  iotiy,  forest -erowned  height  between  the  brook  and  the  Meadows 
was  part  uf  "the  King's  Farm,"  held  by  Trinity  Church;  and  either 
by  purchase  or  by  lease,  1760,  it  had  come  into  the  puasessiun  of  Abra- 
ham Mortier,  then  ((.'ommix-sionary)  Paynia.Mer-general  uf  the  Royal 
forres  in  the  Colony.  It  was  called  Itichmond  Hill,  and  in  that  yvar. 
on  its  highest  point,  he  built  him  a  noble  mansion  and  surrouaded  it 
with  broad  Uwns  and  pleasant  walks  and  gardens. 

()f  the  Paymaster's  hittory  during  bis  residence  there  we  have  oal*' 
two  slight  outlines,  in  which  he  and  his  lady  figure.  It  was  the  faaluoa 
then  for  soi  iely  to  amuse  il.<H-lf  by  applying  the  rharaclers  or  the  drmmaa, 
represented  al  the  theatre,  to  the  peculiarities  uf  act  )uain  lance.  So 
when  "  Iiaugh  and  firow  Fat  "  was  put  on  the  New  York  stage,  it  waa 
eon.iiden-d  wcll-filted  for  the  Faymasler.  "He  was  a  cheerful  oM 
genllentan,  but   the  leanest  of  all    human    kind.     He    was    almost 

ilien,  about  (he  same  lime,  Horaliit  Gales  was  in  Loodott,  •■ 
ufficer  uf  the  Royal  .\rmy.  and  seeking  profitable  promotioo  thefv. 
He  was  M  nierrenary  that  Sir  Jeffrey  Amheml  here  would  have  Gttle 
to  do  with  him.  Hit  friends  in  New  York  wrote  1»  him,  pointing  out 
plarea  for  hi-i  attenliun,  and  {tarticuUrly  thai  uf  raymaster-fcncnL 
Says  one  to  him,  about  17&S:  "Abraham  Mortirr  guca  to  EngUnd  not 
B|mnK  with  liis  fat  ladif.  Could  yuu  nut  contrive  to  gel  lus  placel 
He  has  made  a  fortune." 

In  the  spring  of  1776  Washington  anived  in  New  York  and  MadB 
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headquartera  at  Richmond  Hill.  Colonel  Aaron  Burr  arrived 
from  Canada  on  the  20th  €i  May,  and  waited  on  the  commander-in- 
duel  there.  Washington  remained  there  until  after  the  battle  d 
Brooklyn,  and  until  the  retreat  of  the  American  Army  to  Hariem 
Heights;  when  his  headquarters  were  removed  to  the  Roger  Morris 
House  —  the  subsequent  Jumel  Mansion. 

It  was  while  Washington  had  his  quarters  at  Richmond  Hill  that 
the  famous,  or  infamous,  conspiracy  was  planned  by  the  Tories  and 
British  officials  in  the  city,  which  nearly  succeeded  in  making  him  a 
victim.  The  design  was  to  poison  the  General,  as  well  as  other  Ameri- 
can officers,  and  also  to  blow  up  the  magazine.  One  of  Washington*! 
body-guard,  named  Thomas  Hickey,  had  been  seduced.  He  was  to 
be  aided  by  other  people  in  the  city,  and  the  plot  was  fustrated  only, 
it  is  said,  by  the  faithfulness  of  the  housekeeper,  a  daughter  d  the  well- 
known  Sam  Francis,  who  discovered  and  exposed  the  danger.  Gov- 
ernor Tryon  and  the  Mayor,  David  Matthews,  were  implicated. 
Tnon  was  sheltered  on  the  Duchess  of  Gordon^  a  British  vessel  in 
the  harbor;  l>ut  the  Mayor  was  arrestetl  and  sent  to  prison  at  Litch- 
field, in  Connc^cticut,  charged  with  "treasonable  practices  against  the 
States  of  America.*'  Hickey  was  tried  and  found  guilty  of  "niiiliny, 
sedition,  and  the  worst  of  practices,**  and  on  the  !28th  of  June  was 
hung  near  the  present  comer  of  (irand  and  Chr}*stie  Streets. 

When  the  British  held  possession  of  the  city  during  the  Revolution, 
the  Richmond  Hill  mansion  was  occupied  by  various  general  officers 
of  their  armv,  the  last  of  whom  was  Sir  Guv  Carleton,  the  last  com- 
mander. 

In  1789  the  property  was  in  possession  of  a  Mrs.  Jephson,  and  on 
the  assembling  of  the  first  C\>ngrt*ss,  the  Vice-president,  John  Adams, 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  mansion.  The  following  descriptive 
letter  was  written  by  his  wife  (Abigail  Adams) : 

Richmond  Hill,  (N.  Y.)  ^7th  Sept.,  1789. 
To  Mrs.   Shaw: 

I  write  to  you,  my  dear  sister,  not  from  tlie  dispute<l  banks  of  the 
F*otomac,  the  Susquehanna,  or  the  Delawan*,  but  fn>m  the  [>eaceful 
UmJers  of  the  Hudson  -  -  a  situation  where  the  hand  of  nature  has  so 
la\i<«hly  displayt*d  her  l)eanties  that  she  has  left  scarcely  an^ihing  for 
her  hHndinaifi.  art.  to  perfonn. 

The  house  in  which  we  reside  is  situated  upon  a  hill,  the  avenue 
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to  which  is  intenpened  with  forest  trees,  under  which  a  shnibberr 
rather  too  luxuriant  and  wild  has  taken  shelter,  owing  to  its  having 
been  deprived  by  death,  some  years  since,  of  its  original  proprietor, 
who  kept  it  in  perfect  order.  In  front  €i  the  house  the  noble  Hudson 
rolls  his  majestic  waves,  bearing  upon  his  bosom  innumerable  small 
vessels,  which  are  constantly  forwarding  the  rich  products  of  the 
neighboring  soil  to  the  busy  hand  of  a  more  extensive  commerce. 
Beyond  the  Hudson  rises  to  our  view  the  fertile  country  oi  the  Jerseys* 
covered  with  a  golden  harvest,  and  pouring  forth  plenty  like  the  cornu- 
copia of  Ceres.  On  the  right  hand,  an  extensive  plain  presents  us 
with  a  view  of  fields  covered  with  verdure  and  pastures  full  of  cattle. 
On  the  left,  the  city  opens  upon  us,  intercepted  only  by  clumps  of  trees 
and  some  rising  ground,  which  serve  to  heighten  the  beauty  of  the 
scene,  by  appearing  to  conceal  a  part.  In  the  background  u  a  large 
flower-garden,  enclosed  with  a  hedge,  and  some  veiy  handsome  trees. 
On  one  side  of  it  is  a  grove  of  pines  and  oaks,  fit  for  contemplation. 

**In  this  path 
How  long  so  o'er  the  wanderer  roves,  ea<^  step 
Shall  wake  fresh  beauties;  each  last  point  present 
A  different  picture,  new,  and  yet  the  same." 

If  my  days  of  fancy  and  romance  were  not  past,  I  oould  here  find 
an  ample  field  for  indulgence;  yet  amidst  these  delightful  soenca  of 
nature  my  heart  pants  for  the  society  of  my  dear  relatives  and  friends. 
I  wi.Hh  moflt  sincerely  to  return  and  pass  the  recess  of  Congress  at  my 
habitation  in  Braintree.  but  the  season  of  the  year  to  which  Congreas 
had  adjourned  renders  the  attempt  impracticable.  Althou^  I  am 
not  the  only  person  who  questions  their  making  a  Congress  again  until 
.April,  yet  the  punctuality  of  Mr.  Adams  to  all  public  business  wooM 
oblige  him  .Htrictly  to  adhere  to  the  day  of  adjournment,  however  incon- 
veniont  it  might  prove  to  him.  He  has  ne\'er  been  absent  from  his 
daily  duty  in  Senate  a  single  hour  from  their  first  meeting,  and  the 
last  month *»  buMncM  has  pressed  so  hard  that  his  health  appears  to 
re<|uire  a  reccsji. 

Shall  I  ask  my  sinter  why  she  has  not  written  me  a  fine  since  I  came 
to  this  place  ?  With  reganl  to  m}*self .  I  own  I  have  been  cautioiis  of 
writing.  I  know  that  I  stand  in  a  delicate  situation.  I  am  fearfnl  of 
touching  ufion  political  iiul>jects;  yet  |>erhaps  there  is  no  petaon  who 
feeU  more  interested  in  them.     And  upon  this  occasion  I  may  eon- 
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gnliibte  107  oomitiy  upon  the  late  judicial  appoiiitiiiaili,iii  iriiidi  an 
•■Mmblage  of  the  greatest  talents  and  abilities  are  united  iriiidi  aagr 
eoontiy  can  boast  —  gentlemen  in  whom  the  pobBchaTe  great  confi* 
dcnoe,  and  who  will  prove  durable  pillars  in  support  of  our  government 
Mr.  Jefferson  u  nominated  for  Secretaiy  of  State  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Jaj»  who  is  made  CHiief  Justice.  Tlius  have  we  the  fairest  prospect 
of  sitting  down  under  our  own  vine  in  peace,  provided  the  restless 
spirit  of  certain  diaracters  who  foam  and  fret  is  permitted  only  its 
Imnut  upon  the  stage,  and  then  no  more  heard  of,  nor  permitted  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  discord  among  the  real  defenders  of  thefaith* 

Your  affectionate  sister» 

A.  A. 

In  the  autumn  of  1788  C<^ond  Aaron  Burr  came  to  New  York  to 
engage  in  the  practice  of  law.  After  a  few  years  (not  until  1707), 
he  became  the  owner  or  lessee  of  Richmond  Hill*  and  in  Norton's 
Literary  Messenger  of  twenty  years  ago  (date  unknown,  probably 
1817),  we  find  the  following  statement:  **In  the  famous  lawsuit  which 
has  been  going  on  for  so  long  a  time  between  Trinity  Church  and  the 
ht^rs  of  Anneke  Jans,  who  claim  this  property,  Aaron  Burr  was  re- 
tained as  counsel  for  the  heirs,  ^-ith  hopes  of  success.  But  they  were 
greatly  surprised  at  discovering  that  he  had  deserted  their  side  of  the 
suit  and  gone  over  to  Trinity  Church,  and  acquired  from  that  corpora- 
tion a  lease  €i  the  whole  Richmond  Hill  property. 

Burr  here  maintained  a  liberal  establishment,  and  with  hu  wife 
and  two  sons,  and  his  own  little  daughter  Theodosia,  a  happy  family 
circle  were  gathered  within  the  old  halls.  (This  statment  is  inccnrect, 
for  Burr  did  not  live  at  Richmond  Hill  until  1797,  when  Theodosia 
was  1 4.)  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1794,  his  daughter,  then  eleven 
years  old,  and  an  adopted  daughter,  still  kept  up  the  hospitalities  of 
his  home.  This  adopted  daughter  was  Nathalie  De  L*Age,  who  after- 
wards married  a  son  of  General  Sumter  of  South  Carolina. 

In  1801  Theodosia  was  married  to  Governor  Alston  of  South 
raniliria.  and  after  Burrs  fatal  encounter  with  Hamilton  in  1804 
liU  rural  home  passed  from  his  possession.  John  Jacob  Astor  pur- 
chascfl,  it  is  said,  all  of  the  property  but  the  mansion,  and  a  few  acres 
around  it.  for  one  hundred  and  fortv  thousand  dollars,  and  in  a  short 
time  afterward  the  mansion  and  the  remainder  were  sold  for  twenty- 
five  thousand. 


iU  THEODOSIA 

Then  aune  to  (heae  oacc  cherishnl  halla  the  jwan  of  neglect,  of 
sditude  and  decay.  Aftrrwuds  came  the  iprewl  of  populatioo  la- 
ward  the  site,  and  the  loftj'  hill  was  cut  down,  and  the  mansion,  huinblrd 
from  its  hif^h  atate,  at  length  found  itself  lowered  &  hundred  feel  down, 
until  there  it  stood,  a  mere  every-day  comer  house,  on  the  aoulhwot 
coraer  i^  Charlton  and  Varick  Streets. 

In  1B19  it  was  occupied  as  a  circus,  and  it  is  recorded  that  Charlei 
M'Oonald.  the  popular  clown,  and  loba  May  were  then  membcn 
of  the  cMnpany.  After  this  it  became  a  public  house;  then  ■  theatre 
for  a  time,  and  at  length  a  ball-room  and  garden,  known  as  the  Hvofi 
Gardens. 

For  many  years  before  and  after  1S33  the  Richmond  Hill  ThcMtre 
was  an  attractive  place  of  resort  for  the  west-«ide  population.  Amof^ 
those  actors  who  appeared  on  its  stage  were  John  B.  Addis,  Mim  E. 
Anson,  Charles  Boniface,  Sclh  Geer.  William  Henry,  Hudson  Kiiby, 
Daviil  a.  Palmer,  and  othen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bamea  during  their 
management  introduced  Italian  opera,  and  we  think  that  at  that  titne 
(1832)  the  tenor  Montressor,  with  Pedrotti  and  Rapetti,  appeared 
before  a  New  York  audience. 

In  1832  Mary  Gannon  made  her  firat  appearance,  at  three  years  at 
age,  as  the  Daughter  of  the  Rcgimenl.  The  first  Mrs.  Hamblin  (Mia 
K.  BUncbard)  was  there  in  1B36.  and  Mr.  William  H.  llamhiin  in 
1837;  Van  Amburgfa  in  1S33,  and  Mra.  Sophia  Judah  made  her  dSb^ 
there.  Jean  Davenport,  afterwards  Mrs.  P.  W.  Lander,  at  the  age 
of  eight,  made  a  successful  appearance  in  "  little  Pickle." 

In  IS4I  John  Charles  Freer  was  manager,  but  the  tide  at  aucccH 
flowed  in  other  direction.1,  and  at  length  Richmond  Hill  and  its  maiuiaa 
were  lost  amid  the  avalanche  of  modem  brick  and  mwtar. 

Farton's  description  is  brief: 

*'It  was  a  delightful  alxxle.  say  the  old  chron- 
iflcrs;  the  grounds  extending  down  to  the  river, 
and  the  neighlwrhood  adorned  with  groves,  gardens, 
ponds,  and  villas.  The  site  of  the  old  mansion 
is  now  the  corner  of  Chariton  and  Varick  Streets. 
Twenty  years  ago  (1837)  a  part  of  the  house  was 
still  standing  and  served  as  a  low  drinking  shop. 
The  vicinity  so  enchanting  in  Burr's  day  [Hcsenta 
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at  this  time  a  dreaiy  scene  of  shabby  ungen- 
taity." 

Mrs.  Peacock  thus  refers  to  the  library  at  Rich- 
mond Hill: 

**The  library,  which  bespoke  the  critical  taste 
of  the  scholar,  and  which  he  had  b^gun  to  collect 
as  a  boy,  was  a  feature  of  the  house,  recalled,  in 
after  years,  by  men  who  had  been  his  guests,  as 
vividly  as  the  brilliant  dinner-parties  given  beneath 
the  same  roof  by  the  distinguished  Adams  and  his 
wife.  He  (Burr)  had  his  London  bookseller, 
through  whom  he  made  constant  additions  to  his  ccd- 
lection,  for  Burr  was  ever  a  lover  of  books,  and  he 
recorded  in  his  Journal  in  his  days  of  exile  and  want 
with  what  pangs  he  had  been  obliged  to  part  with 
some  odd  volumes  he  had  with  him  upon  discover- 
ing that  he  was  again  under  the  necessity  of  dining." 

Another  writer  recalls  the  downward  career  of 
the  old  mansion  (70) : 

"The  *  Richmond  Hill,'  another  short-lived,  feeble 
attempt  to  establish  a  place  of  amusement  remote 
from  the  travelled  highways,  was  on  Charlton 
Street,  near  Varick,  then  one  of  the  most  quiet 
sections  of  the  city;  in  fact,  beyond  the  actual  limit. 
Its  high-sounding  name  was  derived  from  the  site 
it  occupied,  and  a  portion  of  the  altered  building 
had  formerly  been  the  country  residence  of  Aaron 
Burr,  when  that  schemer  was  at  the  full  of  his  polit- 
ical career,  and  who  in  his  pride  had  so  christened 
the  slight  elevation  upon  which  it  rested.  From 
the  start  it  (the  theatre)  proved  a  wretched  under- 
taking: even  the  few  dead-head  *  claqueurs*  of  the 
time  objected  to  travel  so  far  from  their  accustomed 
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rounds,  and  as  the  associations  were  not  worthy 
of  notice  by  the  respectable  press." 

Perhaps  the  writer's  evident  dislike  for  Colonel 
Burr  led  him  to  vent  his  feelings  upon  the  theatre 
named  after  the  Vice-president's  residence,  but 
his  account  of  the  theatre's  failure  is  entirely  at 
variance  with  one  previously  given,  supplied  by  Mr. 
Stone,  whose  father.  Colonel  William  Leete  Stone, 
was  a  Revolutionary  ofiBcer  and  a  writer  of  bic^raph- 
ical  and  historical  works. 

Another  historian  of  New  York  City  adds  a  few 
points  of  interest  to  well-known  facts  (71): 

"The  house  at  Richmond  Hill,  Greenwich  Vil- 
lage, in  which  Aaron  Burr  lived,  was  a  notable 
resort  for  the  learned  and  elegant  people  of  New 
York.  It  was  the  same  house  which  General 
Washington  occupied  for  headquarters  in  1776,  and 
in  which  his  life-guardsman,  Hickey,  tried  to  poison 
him.  Lord  Dorchester  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton  lived  in 
it  during  the  British  occupation,  and  it  was  the  home 
of  Vice-president  Adams.  Burr  occupied  it  for  a 
countrj'  residence  (in  1797)  before  he  was  Vice-presi- 
dent. There  he  entertained  Count  Volney.  Jerome 
Bonaparte,  Talleyrand-Perigord,  Louis  Philippe, 
Joseph  Brandt  the  Mohawk  Chief,  and  many  other 
notable  foreigners,  as  well  as  the  leading  members  of 
New  York's  early  aristocracy.  His  daughter  Theo- 
dosia  gave  the  charm  of  her  unique  and  lovely  person- 
ality to  the  open  hospitality  of  the  house.  It  was 
there  that  Burr  laid  his  far-reaching  political  plans. 
Jefferson.  Madison,  and  Hamilton  all  visited  and 
dined  there.  Mayor  Edward  Livingston.  betoTcd  of 
the  people,  was  an  especially  favor^  guest." 
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Parton  says  that  the  dmner  to  Vofai^,  Tall^- 
rand,  and  other  notables  was  given  in  Philadelplua 
and  not  in  New  York. 

A  few  words  about  Colonel  Burr's  guests  may 
be  found  interesting.  Louis  Philippe,  who  suc- 
ceeded Louis  XVIII  as  King  of  France,  was  bom 
in  1773.  He  came  to  America,  accompanied  by 
two  younger  brothers,  in  1796.  They  toured  the 
States  for  four  years,  returning  to  Europe  in  1800. 
He  became  king  in  1816,  but  was  dethroned  dur^ 
ing  the  revolution  in  1848.  He  fled  to  England, 
where  he  died  in  1850. 

Count  Volney  was  a  traveler  and  a  novelist. 
He  was  bom  in  Anjou,  France,  in  1757,  and  died 
in  Paris  in  1820.  He  opposed  the  Reign  of  Terror 
and  was  imprisoned.  When  liberated  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  published  a  book  about  its 
climate  in  1803.  He  returned  to  France  and  be- 
came a  senator.  His  principal  literaiy  work  was 
entitled  "The  Ruins;  or.  The  Revolutions  of  Em- 
pires.'* In  it  he  pictured  himself  at  Palmyra  and 
all  the  governments  of  the  world  passed  in  review 
before  him. 

The  career  of  Jerome  Bonaparte  is  better  known. 
Bom  in  1784,  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  his 
nineteenth  year.  He  met,  wooed,  and  married 
Miss  Elizal>eth  Patterson,  of  Baltimore,  the  ances- 
tress of  our  American  Bonapartes.  NajK)leon  op- 
[)osecl  the  match,  declared  it  null  and  void,  and 
Jerome,  in  order  to  become  a  short-lived  king, 
marriefl  a  princess. 

Mrs.  Peacock  writes  that  when  Jerome  first  met 
Miss  Patterson  **she  was  radiantly  beautiful  in  a 
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gown  of  buff  silk  with  a  lace  fichu  and  a  Leghorn 
hat  with  tulte  trimmings  and  black  plumes."  Mad- 
ame Bonaparte  sailed  for  Lisbon  with  her  husband, 
but  she  was  not  allowed  to  land.  The  Emperor 
Napoleon's  ambassador  asked  her  what  he  could 
do  for  her.  She  replied:  "Tell  your  master  that 
Madame  Bonaparte  is  ambitious  and  demands 
her  rights  as  a  member  of  the  Imperial  family." 
The  newly  married  couple  parted  there,  never  to 
meet  again  as  man  and  wife.  Jerome,  after  his 
marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  WUr- 
temberg,  invited  Elizabeth  to  come  to  Westphalia, 
of  which  he  had  been  made  king.  He  said  he  would 
give  her  a  home,  the  title  of  Princess,  and  a  pension 
of  two  hundred  thousand  francs  a  year.  She  re- 
plied that  Westphalia  was  not  lai^  enough  for 
two  queens,  and  as  she  had  already  accepted  Napo- 
leon's annuity  of  sixty  thousand  francs,  she  pre- 
ferred "being  sheltered  under  the  wing  of  an  eagle, 
to  being  suspended  from  the  bill  of  a  goose."  Na- 
poleon was  pleased  with  this  witticism  and  asked 
her,  through  the  French  Ambassador,  what  she 
would  like.  She  replied  that  she  wished  to  be  a 
duchess.  Napoleon  promised  her  the  title,  but 
failed  to  keep  his  word. 

Charles  Maurice  de  Talleyrand- P^rigord  was  bom 
in  1754  and  died  in  1838.  He  wished  to  join  the 
army,  but  family  influence  forced  him  to  become  a 
bi.<<hop,  and  a  most  discreditable  one  he  was.  He 
affiliated  at  first  with  the  Court  party,  then  he  be- 
came a  Republican;  next  he  l)ecame  a  Bonapartist 
and  a  devotod  adherent  of  Napoleon ;  later  he  again 
joined   the  Court  party   and   received   the  abdics- 
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tion  of  the  great  conqueror  whose  former  friend 
he  had  been. 

One  of  his  biographers  thus  paints  his  character 
(72) :  *'  He  possesses  the  financial  abilities  of  a  Sully, 
the  political  capacity  and  duplici^  of  a  Richelieu, 
the  cunning  and  capacity  of  a  Mazarin,  the  com- 
mercial knowledge  of  a  Colbert,  the  insensibility 
and  cruelty  of  a  Louvob,  the  profligacy  and  depraT- 
i^  of  Dubois,  the  method  and  perspicuity  of  a 
Fleury,  the  penetration  of  Choiseul,  the  suppleness 
of  Maurepas,  and  the  activity  of  Vergennes/*  He 
was  evidently  a  great  man,  for  his  biographer  says: 
**  Nature  had  b^towed  on  Talle3nrand  a  first-rate 
genius/'  Yet  "the  immorality  of  his  private  life 
accompanied  him  in  his  public  station/'  He  was 
a  seducer  and  a  libertine.  Club-footed,  like  Lord 
Byron,  from  his  birth,  he  banished  the  sense  of 
his  deformity  "by  insinuating  manners,  obliging 
attentions,  and  an  agreeable  conversation."  He 
personally  caused  the  death  of  many  persons,  includ- 
ing women,  and  betrayed  his  friends,  but  he  has 
never  been  called  "a  murderer,"  "an  assassin/* 
or  "a  traitor."  The  French  people  must  be  more 
tolerant,  more  forgiving,  than  our  own.  They 
are  seemingly  in  accord  with  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ather- 
ton,  who  thinks,  or  rather  argues,  that  great  abil- 
ities are  accompanied  by  great  faults,  and  that, 
like  fractions  in  arithmetic,  one  cancels  the  other, 
at  least  in  part,  leaving  the  preponderance  to  the 
credit  of  the  genius.  This  argument  will  be  of 
sjcrvicc  in  the  future. 

Joseph  Brandt,  a  Mohawk  chief,  was  born  about 
1742  and  died  in  1807.     He  was  educated  at  a  school 
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in  Connecticut  and  translated  portions  of  the  New 
Testament  and  the  Prayer  Book  into  his  native 
tongue.  He  never  really  loved  the  En^^ish  and 
was  implicated  in  the  Cheny  Vall^  massacre. 
His  life  was  written  by  Colonel  William  Leete  Stone. 
Brandt's  son  joined  the  English  and  fought  against 
the  United  States  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Brandt  visited  New  York  in  1707  and  called  upon 
Colonel  Burr,  in  company  with  a  clei^;yman  and 
some  distinguished  public  men.  Colonel  Burr 
was  absent,  but  Theodosia,  the  youthful  hostess, 
in  her  fourteenth  year,  who  had,  even  then,  the 
charm  and  brightness  of  mature  womanhood,  en- 
tertained the  party  at  dinner.  The  chief,  in  fact 
the  entire  company,  was  delighted  with  her  gracious 
manners.  "  Miss  Theodosia,"  says  Col.  WUIiam 
L.  Stone,  who  derived  the  information  from  Burr 
himself,  **  received  the  forest  chief  with  all  the  cour- 
tesy and  hospitality  suggested,  and  performed  the 
honors  of  her  father's  house  in  a  manner  that  must 
have  been  as  gratifying  to  her  absent  parent  as  it 
was  creditable  to  herself." 

"Miss  Burr,  after  she  became  Mrs.  Alston,  vis- 
iteil  the  Chief  at  (>rand  River,  in  company  with 
her  husband.  Seeing  that  when  Brandt  saw  her 
in  New  York  'she  was  very  young  and  had  as- 
sumed a  new  name,'  Governor  Clinton  gave  the 
young  married  couple  a  cordial  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  the  Chief  (73)" 

A  modern  writer  condenses  Theodosia's  diild- 
hood,  education,  and  social  dibut  into  three  para- 
graphs (74): 
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Ande  f  ram  hii  oonecciu  ct  Ibw  and  Uad,  Aano  dmota  s  deal  of 
thon^t  to  fiufe  llwodona  — diild  of  hit  aool'shcwtl  In  hii  piids 
he  hurrica  her  into  Horace  and  Teraue  at  the  ^e  ol  ten,  and  later 
Moda  her  TOTiging  to  Troy  with  Hotner.  and  all  over  the  worU  with 
Hcrodotw.  Nor  ia  thii  the  whole  tale  of  bab^  Theodou'a  evil  for- 
tune*. She  ia  taught  Frendi,  munc,  dimwiog,  dancing,  and  whaterer 
else  mi^t  convey  a  ^or.  Love-led,  pride-blinded,  Aann  takes  np 
the  role  ol  father  in  iti  moat  awful  fonn. 

"  Brieve  me,  mj  dear,"  he  taja  to  TheodoHa  win,  «4>o  plewb  tor 
an  educatioaal  leniencj  —  "believe  me,  I  shall  prove  in  oar  darGi^ 
that  wooten  have  aoula,  a  psychic  fact  high  ones  have  been  heaid  to 


At  the  age  of  twelve  the  hot^-bmtlened  Httle  Theodona  tranalata 
the  Cotutitution  into  French  at  Aaroo'a  requeat;  at  rixteen  ibe  finda 
eelcbrati«i  as  the  most  learned  of  her  sex  since  Voltaire's  EnuBe. 
'nteodosia  et^,  however,  is  spared  the  spectacle  of  her  hanowiog 

erudition,  for  in  the  middle  of  Asron's  term  as  s«istor  a  cancer  carries 
her  off.  With  that  loss,  Aaron  ii  more  and  more  drawn  to  haby  llieo- 
dosis;  she  becomes  his  earth,  hiii  heaven,  and  stands  for  alt  his  tenderat 
bopes.  Vihih  she  is  yet  a  child,  he  malceg  her  the  head  of  Richmood 
Hill,  and  givea  s  dinner  of  state,  over  which  she  presides,  to  the  lim[Miig 
Talleyrand  and  Volney  with  his  "Ruins  of  Empire."  For  all  her 
precorities,  and  that  hot-house  booldshness  which  should  have  spoiled 
her,  bsby  Theodosia  blossoms  roundly  into  womanhood  —  beautiful 
as  brilliant. 

The  light  of  the  house  departed  when  Theodosia 
was  married  and  went  to  her  southern  home.  Burr 
tried  to  make  imagination  take  the  place  of  reality, 
as  is  pleasantly  shown  in  Parton's  account  of  a 
hirthdny  party  given  to  "the  absent  one."  The 
riescription  of  the  occasion  is  based  upon  a  letter 
written  by  Burr  to  his  daughter. 

On  June  23il  (the  Tcry  day  upon  which  it  became  certain  that  the 
affair  with  Ilsniilldn  could  only  Ih-  terminated  by  a  duel)  Theodosia'* 
Mrlhday  came  n>un<l  Sfrnin.  n  day  on  which  Richmond  Hill,  for  many 
Vfsrt.  Iiad  known  only  the  ^if^ls  and  sounds  of  bapfMness  and  mirth. 
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Burr  was  an  obseirer  of  f£te  dajrs  tad  familjr  feativala.  On  this  occa- 
Hoo  h«  invited  a  party  to  dinner,  who.  as  be  wrote  the  next  day  to 
Theodoeia,  "laugh«d  an  hour  and  danced  an  hour  and  drank  ber 
beahfa."  He  had  her  picture  brought  into  the  dining-rootn  and  placed 
at  the  table  where  she  was  accustomed  to  sit.  "But,"  be  added,  "aa 
it  is  a  pn^le  and  would  not  look  at  us,  we  hung  it  up  and  placed 
Nathalie's  (hii*  adopted  daughter)  at  table,  which  lau^  and  talks  with 
us."  The  letter  in  which  these  particulars  are  given  is  remarkable 
for  containing  a  luggeation  which  has  since  been  admirably  improved. 
"Your  idea,"  wrote  he,  "ot  dressing  up  pieces  of  ancient  mytbolagr 
in  the  form  of  amusing  tales  for  children  is  very  good.  You  yotiradf 
must  write  them.  Send  your  perfonnances  to  me,  and  within  three 
weeks  after  they  are  received,  you  shall  have  them  again  in  prinl. 
This  will  be  not  only  an  amusing  occupation,  but  a  vety  uarfnl  one  to 
yourself." 

From  the  age  of  fourteen  until  her  marriage, 
Theodosia  was,  as  Parton  says,  "the  engaging  mis- 
tress of  his  household,  the  companion  of  his  lei- 
sure, the  friend  of  his  mind."  \\'hen  public  feeling 
was  aroused  against  him,  after  his  duel  with  Ham- 
ilton, when  he  stood  in  the  temple  of  justice  at  Rich- 
mond, charged  with  treason,  while  detained  in 
Europe  hy  the  personal  hostility  of  political  enemies, 
when  he  reached  his  native  land  again  and  was 
treated  as  a  social  and  political  outcast  —  through 
all,  his  daughter  was  "his  eloquent,  persistent,  fear- 
less, indomitable  champion." 

We  have  but  to  change  a  Christian  name  in  By- 
ron's "Childe  Harold's  Pilgrimage"  to  expwM 
Burr's  regard  for  her: 

Theodosia!     "Sole  daughter  of  my  houae  and  beatt.** 


CHAPTER  XI 

HER  COUBTBHIP  AND   UABRIED   LIFE 

WHETHER  it  was  a  fact  or  the  vagaiy  dt 
some  writer  cannot  be  determined  I^ 
any  evidence  obtainable,  but  the  statement  has 
been  made  that  Washington  Irving  was,  at  one 
time,  in  love  with  Theodosia  Burr.  It  is  well  known 
that  Peter  Irving,  his  brother,  was  a  friend  of  Colonel 
Burr,  and  one  whose  friendship  was  tried  and  not 
found  wanting.  Washington  Irving  was,  no  doubt, 
one  of  the  visitors  at  Richmond  Hill,  and  must 
have  met  Theodosia.  lie  went  to  Richmond  to 
attend  Burr's  trial,  and  wrote  letters  in  which  he 
expressed  his  interest  in,  and  sympathy  for,  the 
distinguished  prisoner  at  the  bar.  He  was  also 
a  great  friend  of  Judge  Van  Ness,  who  was  Burr's 
second  in  the  duel  with  Hamilton,  and  her  father's 
most  intimate  friend. 

\Mien  we  consider  this  possible  condition  of  affairs, 
those  words  of  Whittier's,  "It  might  have  been," 
strike  us  most  forcibly.  If  Theodosia  had  mar- 
iicd  Irving  and  settled  down  in  New  York,  what 
a  mi-slres-s  of  Sunnyside  she  would  have  made  — 
what  a  companion  for  the  roan  who  laid  the  foun- 
chitiuns  of  .\incrican  authorship,  and  built  them  so 
well  and  so  cnduringly. 

Edward  Everett,  in  a  review  of  "  Bracebridge  Hall," 
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in  the  North  American  Review,  said:  "We  can 
scarce  express  the  delight  with  which  we  turn  to 
the  definite  images  such  a  work  excites,  from  the 
vagueness  and  generality  of  ordinary  story-writing, 
where  personages  without  prototypes  in  any  socie^ 
on  earth  can  speak  a  language  learned  out  of  books, 
without  a  trait  of  nature,  life,  or  truth." 

Mary  Russell  Mitford,  in  her  "  Recollections  of  a 
Literaiy  Life,"  writes:  *'I  know  of  no  books  that 
are  lent  oftener  than  those  bearing  the  pseudonym 
of  Geoffrey  Crayon.  Few,  veiy  few,  can  show  a 
long  succession  of  volumes  so  pure,  so  graceful, 
and  so  varied  as  Mr.  Irving." 

The  English  reviewers  vied  with  each  other  in 
expressing  words  of  commendation.  John  Neal, 
in  Blackwood's  Magazine,  thus  referred  to  the  Sketch 
Book  of  GeotTrey  Crayon:  "The  Sketch  Book  is 
a  beautiful  work;  with  some  pathos  in  it;  aomt 
rich,  pure,  bold  poetry;  some  courageous  writing; 
some  wit,  and  a  world  of  humor,  so  happy,  so  nat- 
Ural,  so  altogether  unlike  that  of  any  other  nun, 
dead  or  alive,  that  we  would  rather  have  been  the 
writer  of  it,  fifty  times  over,  than  of  everything  else 
he  has  written." 

Lord  Jeffrey,  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  thought 
Irving's  "  Life  and  Voyages  of  Columbus"  would 
"suj>ersede  all  former  works  on  the  same  subject. 
and  never  be  itself  superseded."  "Irving,"  said  the 
Westminster  Review,  "has  the  finish  ct  our  best 
writers;  he  has  the  equality  and  gentle  humor  of 
Addison  and  Goldsmith." 

"It  may  l>e  doubted  if  there  is  in  the  language 
a  more  delightful  or  more  perfectly  sustained  juece 
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of  drollery  than  ''The  History  of  New  York/'  is 
the  opinion  of  Chambers*  Enqrdopsediat  which 
added:  ''As  Lord  Chesterfield  said  of  the  witty 
scintillations  of  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  'He  that 
hath  any  books  in  the  three  kingdoms  hath  those  of 
Swift/  so  say  we,  'He  that  hath  any  books  in  this 
irreat  republic  should  have  those  of  Irvimr/" 

Washington  Irving  was  bom  in  New  York  City 
on  the  Sd  of  April  (1782).  He  was  nearly  fifteen 
months  older  than  Theodosia.  His  first  literary 
effort,  over  the  signature  of  "Jonathan  Oldstyle," 
first  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  of  which 
his  brother  Peter  was  editor.  Irving  decided  to 
become  a  lawyer;  he  studied  with  Joseph  Ogden 
Hoffman,  and  opened  an  office  in  his  native  city. 
His  first  and  only  "case**  is  thus  described  (75): 
*'It  is  said  that  he  was  never  unfortunate  enough 
to  have  but  one  client,  and  his  cause  he  was  alto- 
gether too  diffident  to  manage;  and  so,  turning 
over  both  client  and  cause  to  one  of  his  brethren 
who  had  less  modesty,  be  left  the  profession  in 
disgust,  and  —  what  thanks  does  not  the  world 
owe  him  ?  —  decided  to  pursue  the  more  flowery 
path  of  literature.** 

Why  have  we  written  this?  Why  have  we  wan- 
dered from  historical  facts  to  the  realms  of  imag- 
ination? Because  we  wish  that  what  might  have 
l)een,  had  !)een.  We  wish  that  Theodosia  had 
l)ecome  mistress  of  Sunnyside.  With  the  protect- 
ing loves  of  husband  and  father,  and  her  presence 
with  them  both,  we  should  have  been  spared  the 
wrangle  with  Jefferson,  the  deadly  affair  at  Wee- 
hawken,  and  the  mystery  of  the  Ohio  River  Island. 
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Theodosia  would  Dot  have  suffered  from  malaria, 
induced  by  the  proximity  of  the  sodden  rice  swamps 
to  her  dwelling;  there  would  have  been  no  stories 
of  storms  and  pirates  and  loss  at  sea,  and  Wash- 
ington Irving  would  have  been  a  proud  and  happy 
man  with  such  a  wife.  This  is  all  fanciful,  but  it 
is  an  antidote  for  too  much  prosaic  fact. 

One  more  picture.  Come  with  us  to  Sunnyside, 
in  the  company  of  a  sympathetic  writer  (76): 

In  the  libmy  we  find  many  things  m»  he  left  them.  Of  all  the 
treasured  possessiona  none  is  so  elo(|uent  as  the  brown  quill  pen  — 
rusty  with  the  ink  left  upon  it  after  the  writing  of  ihe  last  word  traced 
by  In-ing's  hand.  The  ey«  often  wander*  back  to  it  as  we  mo\-e  about 
amiHig  th«  books  and  pictures  gathered  in  the  plain  room  with  its  low 
ceiling  and  casement  windows.  Over  the  fireplace  is  a  large  painting 
of  Washington  Irving,  and  the  walls  are  bung  with  odd  drawing  of 
himself  and  his  characters.  Of  great  interest  is  the  portfolio  beade 
his  desk,  containing  sketches  by  Washingloa  Allston  —  the  ocigiiial 
Darlcv  illuslralions  for  Irving*s  books  —  and  autograph  pictures  of 
Wilham  Cullen  Bnant,  and  other  authors.  The  bookcases,  wberciii 
the  rovrU  of  Washington's  friend.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  occupy  a  protni- 
nent  plare,  are  suggestive  of  the  days  when  Irting  strolled  along  the 
banLi  of  the  Hudson  seeking  a  ihettered  nook  in  which  to  tnjaj  thmt 
well-wom  volumes.  Perhaps  there  is  no  better  indication  of  cImt- 
acter  than  Ihe  books  a  man  accumulates.  Certain  it  is  that  one  need 
look  no  farther  than  these  shelves  to  know  that  Irving*s  taste  was  for 
the  best,  though  eveiything  in  the  room  betokens  the  refinetnent  that 
charactcriied  his  life. 

As  we  leave  the  library,  the  impression  of  cuIIutt  follows  oa  and  sliB 
lingers  as  we  stand  upon  the  black  aikd  white  ■quares  of  the  maiUe 
doorstep  between  two  little  old  seats  overhung  with  vinea.  Vnm  tkia 
point  a  magnificent  sweep  of  rirer.  hill,  and  dale  deUgfals  ibe  cje,  and 
one  cannot  help  woadeiiag  how  Irving,  with  his  romantic  natme,  eoold 
live  in  such  a  place  and  not  write  ftoetry.  Everything  is  eonJmwB 
to  the  courting  nf  the  muse,  from  the  ivy-dad  peaks  of  the  gimjrtoBB 
dwelling  to  the  glorious  Hudson  panorama:  but  though  hekcfal^ip* 
prcciated  the  charm  of  it  all.  poetical  inspiration  Mcmed  to  b*  b  ~  ~ 
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Howerer*  if  Irving  did  not  write  poetiy,  lie  hat  made  SunnjHde 
a  poem  in  itedf.  Endowed  with  great  natural  beaoty*  cuhivaled  bj 
tlie  hand  of  taste,  and  hallowed  by  the  preaoice  of  the  genial  author, 
its  atmos{diere  is  classic,  and  it  b  with  reluctant  stqis  thai  we  ka;ve 
the  green-gaUed  house  among  the  statelj  trees. 

A  modern  writer  draws  a  pessimistic  but  truthful 
picture  of  the  social  condition  of  the  young  woman 
of  a  century  ago  (77).  **Let  the  reader  put  him- 
self in  the  place  of  the  girl  or  young  woman  of  a 
century  ago.  Rich  or  poor,  in  city  or  country,  she 
could  expect  no  education  much  beyond  the  three 
R's  and  a  few  accomplishments.  She  could  hope 
to  earn  money  for  herself  only  as  an  inferior  —  as 
a  domestic  servant  or  a  dressmaker.  She  could 
look  fon^ard  only  to  dependence,  to  a  slavery  — 
voluntary,  happy,  and  easy,  perhaps,  but  none 
the  less  a  slavery  —  as  a  wife.  She  must  take  what- 
ever husband  she  could  get,  and  take  whatever  he 
chose  to  give.  Her  happiness  and  welfare  must 
l>e  staked  on  one  throw  of  the  die  —  marriage. 
She  was  expected  to  give  all  her  thought  and  energy 
to  housekeeping." 

Theodosia  had  tread  the  path  of  knowledge  far 
l)eyond  the  three  R\s,  and  had  many  accomplish- 
ments, but  there  were  only  two  paths  open  to  her 
—  life  with  her  father,  or  marriage.  She  chose 
to  marry,  and  she  made  a  good  choice  of  a  husband. 

The  letter  which  follows  was  written  by  a  niem- 
Ikt  of  the  Alston  family.  It  was  dated  **  Fairfield, 
Wacoamaw    (South    Carolina),   April    10,    1895." 

I  «M*ri(]  you  herewith  a  few  facto  of  the  life  of  Goveraor  Jo0q)h  Alston, 
whirh  you  may  use  in  any  form  which  may  suit  your  purpo6«.  I 
enclose  also  a  copy  of  the  epitaph  on  his  tombstone  in  the  fandly  burring 
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ground  at  '*The  Oaks**  plantation  on  the  Waccamaw  RiTer.  So  manj 
valuable  libraries  and  records  were  destroyed  or  stolen  in  this  part  of 
the  country  during  the  Confederate  War,  that  I  hare  not  been  able  to 
find  any  of  his  messages  or  speeches.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  to  fittle 
of  interest  to  tell  you  about  him.  Governor  Alston  spelled  bis  name 
with  one  "1**;  the  artist's  branch  with  two.  I  do  not  know  that  our 
family  was  at  all  related  to  Lemuel  Abton  or  the  Alstons  of  North 
Carolina. 

I  send  you  a  paper  just  published  by  the  Colonial  Dames.  I  have 
marked  two  paragraphs.  The  Colonial  house  described  by  Quincy  was 
afterwards  owned  by  Governor  Joseph  Alston's  father.  Colonel  William 
Alston,  whose  second  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Motte. 

In  The  Meteor,  the  Colonial  Dames'  supplement  to 
the  Charleston,  S.  C,  News  and  Courier,  were  several 
extracts  from  a  journal  written  by  Josiah  Quincy  of 
Massachusetts,  who  visited  South  Carolina  in  177S. 
The  book  is  a  very  rare  one.  The  first  extract  re- 
lates to  a  dinner  attended  by  Mr.  Quincy: 

**  March  8.  Dined  with  a  large  company  at  Miles 
Brewton's,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  very  large  fortune. 
A  superb  house,  said  to  have  cost  8,000  pounds  ster- 
ling. Politics  started  before  dinner.  At  Mr.  Brew- 
ton's  sidel)oard  was  very  magnificent  plate.  A  veiy 
fine  bird  kept  familiarly  playing  alK)ut  the  room« 
under  our  chairs  and  the  table,  picking  up  the  crumbs* 
and  perching  under  the  window  and  sideboard." 

The  second  extract  describes  Miles  Brewton*8 
beautiful  home: 

**  A  stately  old  house,  one  of  the  few  fine  specimens 
of  colonial  domestic  architecture  remaining  in  the 
city,  now  owned  by  Miss  Pringle.  Many  historic 
interests  attach  to  it.  Kuilt  by  Miles  Brewton« 
not  long  l>efore  the  Revolution,  it  passed,  on  his 
death,  into  the  possession  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Motte, 
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and  has  descended,  always  in  the  female  line,  to  its 
present  owner.  During  the  British  occupation  of 
Charleston  it  was  used  as  headquarters,  and  it  was  in 
its  beautiful  drawing-room  that  Lord  Rawdon  re- 
fused the  petition  of  the  ladies  of  Charleston,  offered 
by  them  in  person,  for  the  release  of  Colonel  Nathan 
Hale.  It  was  in  this  house  that  the  first  meeting  to 
discuss  resistance  to  the  Crown  was  held.'* 

The  third  extract  from  Mr.  Quincy's  journal 
gives  an  account  of  his  visit  to  ''The  Oaks,*'  the 
plantation  of  Mr.  Joseph  Alston  on  the  Waccamaw: 

''March  23.  —  Spent  the  night  at  Mr.  Joseph 
Alston's,  a  gentleman  of  immense  income,  all  of 
his  own  acquisition.  His  plantations,  negroes, 
gardens,  etc.,  are  in  the  best  order  I  have  ever  seen. 
He  has  propagated  the  LislK)n  and  Wine  Island  grapes 
with  great  success.  I  was  entertained  with  true  hos- 
pitality and  benevolence  by  his  family.  His  good 
lady  filled  a  wallet  with  bread,  biscuit,  wine,  fowl,  and 
tongue,  and  presented  it  to  me  next  morning.  The 
wine  I  declined,  but  gladly  accepted  the  rest.  At  12 
o'clock,  in  a  sandy  pine  desert,  I  enjoyed  a  fine 
repast,  and  having  met  with  a  refreshing  spring, 
I  rememl>ered  my  worthy  host,  Mr.  Alston,  and 
his  lady  with  a  warmth  of  affection  and  hearty 
l>enisons.  Mr.  Alston  sent  his  servant  as  our  guide 
l)etween  thirty  and  forty  miles,  much  to  our  pres- 
ervation  from    many   vexations   and   difficulties.** 

The  writer  of  the  letter  on  page  227,  ante,  supplied 
the  following  interesting  account  of  Colonel  Alston 
and  his  ancestors: 

The  ancestors  of  Governor  Joseph  Alston  were  among  the  first 
M'ttlent  in   Gi*orgetown  County,  SouUi  Carolina.     His  great-grand- 
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father  was  William  Alston,  who  died  in  1743,  leaving  manj  cbildm. 
From  one  of  these  (William)  was  descended  W^ashington  Allston,  the 
artist;  from  another  (Joseph  Alston  of  **The  Oaks*')  was  deacended 
Governor  Joseph  Alston.  The  first  Joseph  Akton  was  a  gentkoian 
of  large  fortune  and  great  intelligence,  who  did  much  to  settle  and  im- 
prove the  Parish  of  All  Saints,  Waccamaw,  in  which  he  lived.  He 
b  mentioned  in  Josiah  Quincy*s  Diary  in  1773.  He  died  when  his 
grandson  was  a  boy,  but  discerning  his  rare  talents,  he  left  him  hu 
valuable  estate  "The  Oaks,**  with  the  strict  injunction  in  his  will  that 
he  should  have  the  most  liberal  education.  The  father  of  Governor 
Joseph  Alston  was  William  Alston,  a  Captain  under  General  Marion 
during  the  Revolution,  and  his  mother  was  Mary  Ashe,  first  wife  of 
William  Alston,  and  a  daughter  of  General  Ashe  of  North  Carolina, 
after  whom  the  city  of  Ashcville  was  named.  The  second  wife  of 
William  Alston  was  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Motte.  After  receiv- 
ing a  careful  education,  Joseph  Alston  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Edward  Rutledge,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, who  predicted  for  him  a  brilliant  future.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  the  law,  but,  having  a  large  fortune,  soon  gave  it  up  and 
devoted  himself  to  politics.  At  a  very  early  age  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  and  made  a  speaker  of  the  House,  and  in  1812,  Governor 
of  the  State,  but  death  cut  short  his  career  at  the  age  of  37.  He  was 
amiable  in  manner,  and  as  fluent  in  conversation  as  in  debate,  and 
wrote  poetry  with  as  much  ease  as  prose.  His  house  at  **The  Oaks** 
was  destroyed  by  fire  many  years  ago,  and  the  estate  suffered  mudi 
from  the  ravages  of  the  Confederate  War  —  it  has  now  passed  out  ol 
the  hands  of  his  family,  who  only  retain  the  right  to  the  burial  ground 
and  a  few  wU\  volumes  of  the  once  verv  han<isome  library  of  daasical 
English  and  French  books.  It  is  a  subject  of  great  regret  to  hb  rela- 
tives that  they  have  no  likeness  of  him.  llie  only  one  ever  taken  was 
in  a  large  family  group,  which  was  stolen  from  the  residence  of  one  ol 
his  brothen  during  the  Confederate  War.  The  fate  of  his  wife,  T1mo> 
dosia  Burr  Alston,  will  fore>*er  be  wrap{x*d  in  mptery,  but  Governor 
Alston  and  the  family  always  thought  that  the  sdiooner  Poind,  in 
which  she  sailed  for  New  York  to  visit  her  father,  foundered  at  ten 
with  all  on  boanl,  in  the  severe  gale  which  occurred  the  day  nflcr  abe 
left  (fcorgetown,  and  disbelieved  all  the  sensational  stories  of  her  hav* 
ing  been  captured  by  pirates. 
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Another  member  of  the  Alston  family*  in  a  letter 
from  Petigou,  South  Carolina,  of  date  November 
S,  1894,  wrote: 

Governor  Joseph  Alston  was  a  distant  rdative  of  mine,  being  the 
SOD  of  mj  grandmother's  fint  cousin,  and  the  grandson  of  mj  great* 
grandfather's  first  cousin.  .  .  .  Governor  Alston  tock  a  prominent 
part  in  abolishing  the  property  qualification  for  others  in  whidi  he 
was  opposed  by  many  of  his  own  relatives,  my  own  immediate  rdb- 
tives  being  among  the  number,  and  the  contest  in  the  Parish  of  AU 
Saints  in  Geoigetown  County,  where  he  and  they  resided,  gave  rise 
to  several  duels.  I  remember  being  told  that  at  his  inauguration  as 
Governor,  at  Odumbia,  his  coach  was  drawn  by  four  white  mules. 
His  father  was  prominent  on  the  turf,  and  owned  many  of  the  most 
favored  racers  of  the  day.  He  deserved  a  biography,  but  I  know  of 
none,  and  any  private  records  would  probably  be  in  the  possession 
of  his  more  immediate  familv.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  seen 
a  portrait  of  him,  nor  do  I  know  if  one  exists. 

A  short  reference  to  Colonel  Alston  is  found  in 
a  recent  work  relating  to  the  Alston  family  (78). 

Colonel  Joseph  Alston  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability 
and  great  popularity  in  the  State.  His  connection  with  Theodosia 
Burr,  and  her  ultimate  loss  at  sea,  are  of  historic  record  and  need  not 
he  dwelt  upon  at  length.  He  married  her  in  1801,  when  Aaroo  Burr 
was  at  the  height  of  his  popularity,  having  just  been  elected  to  the  Vice- 
pre?iiden<*y.  Her  education,  under  the  personal  supervision  of  her 
father,  had  l>een  conductcHl  with  the  utmost  care;  thus  with  natural 
«]iiirkness  of  {K*rce|>tion  and  aptitude  for  learning,  she  became  one  of 
thf  most  accomplished  women  of  the  day.  To  this  was  ad<ied  personal 
In^uty  and  at t recti veiiess.  rare  ea.se  and  grace  of  manner,  with  strict 
ol»M'nance  of  the  pn)j)rietii»s  of  life.  She  had  an  only  son,  Aaron  Burr 
AUton. 

Theodosia \s  nia.scuHne  eilucation  had  made  her 
argumentative.  Besides,  .she  had  lH*en  separated 
a  jxreat  deal  from  her  father,  and  she  wished  to 
enjoy  his  society.     It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  when 
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Colonel  Alston  proposed,  although  he  was  accepted, 
there  was  a  proviso  that  the  wedding  should  be 
postponed  for  a  year  at  least.  She  was  opposed. 
or  professed  to  be  opposed,  to  early  marriages, 
and  in  a  letter  to  her  68nce  wrote:  "Aristotle  says 
that  *a  man  should  not  many  before  he  is  six-ond- 
thiriy*;  pray.  Mr.  Alston,  what  arguments  have 
you  to  oppose  such  authority?" 

To  this  challenge  Colonel  Alston  replied  at  great 
length,  incorporating  a  veritable  legal  ailment, 
philosophy,  poetiy,  geography,  and  social  lauda- 
tion  and  criticism  in  a  manner  that  would  have 
been  bewildering  to  a  young  woman  less  fully  edu- 
cated than  Theodosia.  ^Ye  present  the  main  fea- 
tures of  his  argument,  which  show  that  as  a  lover 
he  was  certainly  no  la^ard. 

Chableston,  S.  C,  December  SS,  1800. 

Hear  me.  Misi  Burr. 

It  hu  ftlways  been  my  prmctice,  whether  from  K  natural  iadepoi* 
dence  of  mind,  tnxa  pride,  or  what  other  caiue  I  will  not  prricttd  lo 
say.  never  lo  adopt  the  opinion  of  anvone.  however  mpectable  bb 
authorilv.  unless  thorouj^ly  runvinml  by  hi<i  arguments;  the  "iftt 
dixit,"  at  lupiiaiu  term  it,  n-m  ol  Cicrra,  who  itands  higher  ta  mv 
ratimalion  than  any  other  author,  would  not  have  the  least  wrigfal  wilb 
me:  you  mu!tt.  therefore,  till  you  olTcr  belter  rraaotu  !n  nupport  of  hu 
opinion  than  the  Grecian  sage  himself  has  done,  excuse  mj  differny 
from  him. 

Objn-liims  lo  early  marriages  can  ralionallj  ooljr  arise  frotn  want 
ol  di.Hciflinn.  or  want  of  forlune  in  ihe  parties;  now,  as  you  vetj  w^ 
obae^^'e,  Ihe  age  of  discretion  is  wholly  uncertain,  sacDe  meo  icacUi^ 
it  at  twenty,  others  at  thirty,  some  again  no(  till  fifty,  and  masy  not  at 
aII;of  (iiurae,  tofiisuchorsuchaperiodaslhe  proper  one  for  marrjii^ 
is  ridiculous.  Even  the  want  of  fortune  is  lo  be  consadered  diffumtly 
according  lo  Ihe  country  where  the  marriage  is  lo  take  place;  for  thoa^ 
b  saaie  places  a  fortune  n  abaolutdy  neccauiy  to  •  mao  bclan  ha 
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Bumkit  there  are  othen.  aa  in  the  caatem  ataica,  for  fiamplr,  where 
he  Burriee  eipreiily  f  or  the  ptupoie  of  inaldiig  a  f ortone. 

But,  aUowing  both  theee  objectiooa  their  full  foroe»  may  there  not 
be  a  angle  caae  that  th^  do  not  reach?  Suppoee  (f or  inatanoet  merefy) 
a  young  man  nearly  two-and-twenty,  already  of  the  gnaied  discretiQii, 
with  an  ample  fortune,  were  to  be  paanonatdy  in  love  with  ayoung  lady 
afanoat  eighteen,  equally  diacreet  with  himself,  and  who  had  a  ^'nnoere 
friendship"  for  him,  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  him 
wait  till  thirty?  particularly  where  the  friends  on  both  sides  were 
pleased  with  the  matdi. 

Were  I  to  consider  the  question  personally,  since  you  allow  thai 
**individual  charact^"  ought  to  be  consulted,  no  objection  certainly 
could  be  made  to  my  marrying  eariy. 

From  my  father's  plan  of  education  for  me,  I  may  properiy  be  called 
a  hot-bed  plant.  Introduced  from  my  infancy  into  the  society  of  men, 
while  yet  a  boy  I  was  accustomed  to  think  and  act  like  a  man.  Onerery 
occmsion,  however  important,  I  was  left  to  decide  for  myself.  I  do 
not  recollect  a  single  instance  where  I  was  controlled  even  by  advice; 
for  it  was  my  father *s  invariable  maxim,  that  the  best  way  of  strengthen- 
ing; the  judgment  was  to  suffer  it  to  be  constantly  exercised.  Before 
M^venteen,  I  finished  my  college  education:  before  twenty.  I  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  constantly  travelling 
through  different  parts  of  the  United  States;  to  what  purpose,  I  leave 
vou  to  determine. 

m 

From  this  short  account  of  myself,  you  may  judge  whether  my 
manners  and  sentiments  are  not,  by  this  time,  in  some  degree  formed* 

But  let  us  treat  the  subject  abstractedly;  and,  as  we  have  shown 
that  under  particular  circumstances  no  disadvantages  result  from 
early  marriages,  let  us  see  if  any  positive  advancement  attend  them. 

Happiness  in  the  marriage  state,  you  will  agree  with  me,  can  only 
be  obtained  from  the  most  complete  congeniality  of  mind  and  dispo- 
5ition,  and  the  most  exact  similarity  of  habits  and  pursuits;  now, 
though  thrir  natures  may  generally  resemble,  no  two  |)ersons  can  be 
tfitin'ly  of  the  same  mind  and  dis|K)sition,  the  same  habits  and  pur- 
suit*, unless  after  the  most  intimate  and  early  association:  I  say  ear/y, 
for  it  is  in  youth  only  the  mind  and  disposition  receive  the  complexion 
we  would  give  them:  it  is  then  only  that  our  habits  are  moulded  or  our 
pursuits  <lirei*tefl  as  we  please:  as  we  advance  in  life,  they  become 
fixi-d  and  uncliangeable,  and  instead  of  our  governing  them,  govern 
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ua.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better,  upon  cvtry  principle  of  happiiXH,  that 
persona  should  man;  yomig,  when,  directed  by  mutual  fiicndship. 
each  mig^t  aanmiUtc  to  the  other,  than  wait  (ill  a  period  what  tbrir 
passioos,  their  prejudices,  their  habits,  etc.,  becone  to  rooted  that 
there  neither  exists  an  inclination  nor  power  to  correct  tbem  t  Dr. 
Franklin,  a  veiy  strong  advocate  for  my  svslem,  and,  I  think,  at  kaal 
as  good  authority  as  Aristotle,  very  aptly  comparts  those  who  many 
early  to  two  young  trees  joined  together  by  the  hand  ot  the  gardener: 

"Trunk  knit  with  trunk,  and  branch  with  branch  intwined. 
Advancing  still,  more  cloady  they  are  joined; 
At  length,  full  grown,  no  difference  we  see. 
But,  'stead  of  two,  behold  a  single  tree!" 

Those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  do  not  many  till  late,  say  "thirty," 
t<x  example,  he  likens  to  two  ancient  oaks: 

"Use  all  your  force,  they  yi^  not  to  your  hand. 
But  firmly  in  their  usual  stations  stand; 
While  each,  regardleu  of  the  other's  views. 
Stubborn  and  fix'd,  it's  natural  bent  pursue*!" 

But  this  is  not  all;  it  is  in  youth  that  we  are  best  Gtted  to  enjoy  thai 
exquiute  happiness  which  the  marriage  state  is  capable  of  a 
and  the  remembrance  of  which  fomu  so  plewing  a  link  in  that  c 
of  friendiihip  that  binds  to  each  other  two  persons  who  have  Uvcd  to- 
gether any  number  of  years.  Our  ideas  are  then  more  refined:  eray 
generous  and  <lixtn1eresled  sentiment  beats  higher;  and  our  sennfailitT 
is  far  more  alive  to  every  emotion  our  associate  may  feel.  Depend 
upon  it.  the  roan  who  dors  not  love  till  "  thirty  "  will  never,  never  lore: 
long  before  that  period  he  will  become  too  much  enamoured  of  his 
own  dear  self  to  think  of  tranrferring  his  afTertions  to  any  other  object 
He  may  marry,  but  interest  alone  will  direct  him  in  the  choice  of  his 
wife;  far  fnxn  rq^anling  her  as  the  sweetest  friend  and  compaiuan  of 
hii  life,  he  will  consider  her  but  as  an  unavoidable  incumbntacv  upon 
the  estate  she  brings  him.  And  can  you  really  hope,  my  dear  11wi> 
dosia,  with  all  your  ingenuity,  to  convince  me  that  sadi  a  being  will 
enjoy  equal  happineaa  in  marriage  with  me  f  with  me  about  to  cater 
into  it  with  such  rapture;  wbo  anticipates  to  perfect  a  heaven  from  oar 
uniting  in  every  study,  improving  our  minds  together,  and  iaforang 
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cidi  other  by  our  mutual  awiatance  and  obtenratioiii  ?  No  —  I  give 
?oo  fuD  credit  for  your  talenti,  but  there  are  acme  cauees  lo  bad  that 
even  you  cannot  support  them. 

Theodosia  wrote  to  her  lover  on  Januaiy  13, 
1801,  but  although  sixteen  days  had  elapsed,  his  re- 
ply to  her  challenge  had  not  reached  her.  It  will 
be  seen  that  she  capitulated  in  advance  by  saying 
**to  your  solicitations  I  yield  my  judgment";  or, 
in  other  words,  ''I  surrender,  but  I  am  right." 


New  Yohk,  Januaiy  IS,  1801. 

I  have  already  written  to  you  by  the  poet  to  tell  you  that  I  ihall  be 
happy  to  see  you  whenever  you  choose;  that,  I  suppose,  is  equivalent 
to  very  soon;  and  that  you  may  no  longer  feel  doubts  or  su^icions  on 
my  account,  I  repeat  the  invitation  by  a  packet  as  less  dilatory  than 
the  mail.  But  for  all  these  doubts  and  suspicions  I  will  take  ample 
re^-enge  when  we  meet. 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  December,  and  am  ex- 
pecting your  defence  of  early  marriages  to-day.  My  father  laughs 
tt  my  impatience  to  hear  from  you,  and  says  I  am  in  love:  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  to  be  a  fair  deduction,  for  the  post  is  really  very  irregular 
tnd  slow  —  enough  so  to  provoke  anybody. 

We  leave  tliis  for  Albany  on  the  20th  inst.,  and  shall  remain  there 
until  the  10th  of  February.  My  movements  after  that  will  depend 
upon  my  father  and  you.  I  had  intended  not  to  many  this  twelve- 
month«  and  in  that  case  thought  it  wrong  to  divert  you  from  your 
present  engagements  in  Carolina;  but  to  your  solicitations  I  Wold  my 
jmigment.  Adieu.  I  wish  you  many  returns  of  the  century. 
P.  S.  I  have  not  yet  received  your  promised  letter;  but  I  hope  it  may 
be  long  in  proportion  to  the  time  I  have  been  expecting  it.  The  packet 
ha.H  hum  <lelaved  bv  head  winds,  but  now  that  thcv  are  fair,  she  will 
have  a  c|iiick  pa^vsagc;  at  least,  such  I  wish  it.     Adieu,  encore. 

THEODOaiA. 

Tlie  first  announcement  of  the  wedding  was  in 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Febru- 
an-  7,  1801: 
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"  Married  —  At  Albany,  on  the  Sd  instant,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  Joseph  Ai^ton,  of  Soudt 
Carolina,  to  Theodosia  Buhr,  only  child  of  Aabon 
Bl-rh,  Esq.  (79)." 

Parton  thus  refers  to  the  marriage:  "And  11ieo> 
dosia  was  married.  While  the  politicians  supposed 
that  Colonel  Burr  was  full  of  the  alleged  tie  negotia- 
tion,  and  some  of  them  imagined  that  he  was  intrigu- 
ing with  all  his  might  for  the  Presidency,  he  was,  in 
reality,  occupied  with  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
with  Joseph  Alston  of  South  Carolina,  which  oc- 
curred while  the  great  question  was  pending." 

Mrs.  Peacock  tells  of  events  subsequent  to  the 
marriage  (80): 

In  February,  ISO),  a  few  months  before  she  was  eigfateen.  TbMK 
dosia  was  marrirtl  to  Joseph  Alston,  of  Soulh  Carolina.  He  abo  was 
vnun^.  being  but  Iwentv-two,  and  wMlthy.  pomeMnng  exIciiBTe  no 
plantations,  talMited  and  atnbiliotu,  though  as  vet  without  a  apeaSc 
object  on  which  to  expend  these  qualilini.  He  had  studied  lav  and 
been  admitted  (o  the  bar,  though  he  had  not  bef[un  to  practise.  V^am 
Burr's  sufg^lion  he  entered  upon  a  political  career,  rising  evcntnaUj' 
to  the  fcovL-morship  of  his  Slate. 

ThciHlfihia  argued  for  a  deferment  of  the  marriage,  quoting  Aristotle, 
that  a  man  should  not  marry  till  he  was  thirty-nix,  With  coavineiiig 
elotjurnce  and  ardor,  Alston  replied,  winning  his  suit,  notwithstaixfiBf 
Atittotle  and  other  equally  eminent  authorities. 

On  F(4)ruarT  7.  1801.  the  New  Yorit  Commercial  Adnftiaer  mm- 
nounced  the  marriage,  which  bad  taken  place  oa  the  9d,  at  Albuy. 
where  the  Legislature,  of  which  Burr  was  then  a  member,  ma  in  W^ 
Ri<in.  It  was  a  period  of  intense  cxritement  throu^Mut  the  coualij. 
and  the  names  of  Jefferson  and  Burr  were  in  all  mouths.  The  pofilc 
of  the  country  had  cast  a  tir  vote,  which  threw  the  election  inta  tW 
House  of  Representatives.  Party  spirit  manifested  itsctf  for  the  flnl 
time  in  the  young  republic,  and  the  strength  ti  the  CooslitaliaB  VM 
nearly  put  to  a  severe  teat. 
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Theodom*  on  her  wmj  to  her  new  home  in  the  Sooth,  stopped  in 
Wariiington,  where,  on  the  4th  of  Much,  the  mw  her  father  inducted 
into  the  Vice-pfendencj. 

Her  marriage  and  her  father's  new  honors  inaugurated  for  her  three 
fcan  of  absolute  happiness.  Though  her  husband's  home  and  her 
father's  were  a  journey  of  twenty  days  apart,  she  went  f requentfy  back 
sad  forth,  and  though  she  wrote  to  her  husband  during  one  of  her 
early  visits  to  her  old  home,  "Where  you  are,  there  is  my  countiy, 
sad  in  you  are  centered  all  my  wishes,"  she  was  undoubtedly  in  better 
health  and  spirits  when  in  her  northern  home.  Her  winters  were 
passed  in  Charleston,  where  she  was  well  received  and  mudi  bdoved, 
sad  where  she  became  an  important  factor  in  her  husband's 


Theodosia  had  a  honeymoon.  One  week  of  it 
was  passed  in  Albany,  her  father,  at  that  time, 
being  a  member  of  the  New  York  Legislature. 
Thence  to  New  York  to  the  old  home  —  Rich- 
mond Hill.  The  stay  there  was  short,  and  on  the 
28th  of  February  they  were  met  at  Baltimore  by 
Colonel  Burr,  who  had  written  her  from  Albany 
that  he  would  overtake  her  by  that  date. 

The  next  step  was  to  Washington,  where  the 
young  couple  witnessed  the  inauguration  of  Jeffer- 
son as  President  and  the  induction  of  Burr  as  Vice- 
president.  Then  came  the  parting  between  father 
and  daughter  —  as  long  deferred  as  possible,  but 
now  imperative.  On  the  8th  of  March  Burr  wrote 
to  his  daughter:  "Your  little  letter  from  Alex- 
andria assured  nie  of  your  safety,  and  for  a  moment 
("onsoled  me  for  your  absence.  The  only  solid  con- 
solation is  the  belief  that  you  will  be  happy,  and 
the  certainty  that  we  shall  often  meet/* 

On  March  11  he  wrote  to  her  again  from  Wash- 
ington: "Nothing  but   matrimony  will   prevent  my 
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voyage  to  Charleston  and  Georgetown.**  He  wrote 
again  on  March  29,  from  New  York:  **At  Phil- 
adelphia I  saw  many,  many  who  inquired  after 
you  with  great  interest.  ...  I  approached  home 
as  I  would  approach  the  sepulchre  of  all  my  friends. 
Dreary,  solitary,  comfortless.  It  was  no  longer 
Iiome.  .  .  .  We  conclude  that  you  got  home  on 
the  16th  (March).  It  has  been  snowing  here  this 
whole  day  most  vehemently.  You  are  blessed 
with  *  gentler  skies.'     May  all  other  blessings  unite/* 

In  his  letter  of  April  15,  1801,  from  New  York, 
he  said:  "Your  letters  of  the  24lh  and  25th  March, 
received  yesterday,  give  me  the  first  advice  of  your 
safe  arrival  at  Clifton.  The  cordial  and  affection- 
ate reception  you  have  met  consoles  me,  as  far  as 
anything  can  console  me,  for  your  absence." 

On  April  29  he  wrote  that  he  had  given  up  all 
hope  of  coming  South  to  see  her.  Theodosia  had 
been  remiss  in  her  correspondence,  and  the  Teacher 
Burr  objected.  He  said  her  last  letter  reminded 
him  of  one  written  by  a  French  lady  to  her  husband. 
It  ran  thus:  ''My  dear  husband:  I  write  you  be- 
cause I  have  nothing  to  do;  I  finish  because  I  have 
nothing  to  say.''  lie  continued:  *'By  this  vessel 
I  send  two  dozen  pairs  of  long  colored  kid  gloves, 
and  half  a  dozen  of  pretty  little  short  ones,  for  use 
when  you  ride  horseback.  I  wish  you  would  often 
give  me  orders,  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
doing  something  for  you  or  your  amiable  family/* 

On  May  26,  alx>ut  four  months  after  her  mar- 
riage, ho  wrote:  **By  the  time  this  can  reach  you, 
you  will  l)e  ready  to  embark  for  New  York.  You  will 
find  me  in  Broadway.     Richmond  Hill  will  remain 
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vacant  until  your  arrival/'  On  August  20  he  wrote: 
**  I  was  so  very  solicitous  that  you  should  see  Niag- 
ara, that  I  was  constantly  filled  with  apprehension 
lest  something  might  prevent  it.  Your  letter  of 
the  29th  of  July  relieves  me.  You  had  actually 
seen  it.  Your  determination  to  visit  Brandt  gives 
me  great  pleasure,  particularly  as  I  have  lately 
received  a  veiy  friendly  letter  from  him,  in  which 
he  recapitulates  your  hospitality  to  him  in  ancient 
days^  and  makes  veiy  kind  inquiries  respecting 
you;  all  this  before  he  could  have  entertained  the 
remotest  idea  of  seeing  you  in  his  own  kingdom." 

In  his  letter  of  November  3  he  said:  "It  is  veiy 
kind,  indeed,  to  write  me  so  often.  .  .  .  You  made 
two,  perhaps  more,  conquests  on  your  northern 
tour  —  King  Brandt  and  the  stage-driver;  both  of 
whom  have  been  profuse  in  their  eulogies.  Brandt 
has  written  me  two  letters  on  the  subject.  It  would 
have  been  quite  in  style  if  he  had  scalped  your 
husband  and  made  you  queen  of  the  Mohawks.'' 

Theodosia  and  her  husband  must  have  visited 
Burr  in  New  York,  for  in  his  letter  of  November 
9  he  wrote:  "It  is  quite  consoling  to  find  that  you 
will  have  taken  the  precaution  to  inquire  the  state  of 
health  before  you  venture  your  precious  carcass  into 
Charleston.  A  fever  would  certainly  mistake  you 
for  strangers  and  snap  at  two  such  plump,  ruddy  ani- 
mals as  YOU  were  when  vou  left  New  York." 

Burr  had  been  meditating  the  sale  of  Richmond 
Hill  for  $140,000.  In  his  letter  of  November  20, 
he  said:  **The  sale  of  Richmond  Hill  is  all  off; 
blown  up  at  the  moment  of  counting  the  money, 
partly    by    whim    and    partly    by   accident.'*   Great 
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events  hang  on  small  circumstances.  Had  Burr 
sold  Richmond  Hill  and  gone  to  South  Carolina* 
the  history  of  the  United  States  would  have  been 
changed  greatly. 

Theodosia  had  asked  him  to  send  her  apples, 
nuts,  lucerne  seed,  a  cook,  and  a  chambermaid. 
Referring  to  the  chambermaid,  he  wrote:  "That 
whom  I  shall  send  you  is  a  good,  steady  looking 
animal,  aged  23.  From  appearance,  she  has  been 
used  to  count  her  beads  and  work  hard,  and  never 
thought  of  love  or  finery.  .  .  .  You  are  in  equal 
luck  with  a  cook.  I  have  had  him  on  trial  a  fort- 
night, and  he  is  the  best  I  ever  had  in  the  house; 
for  cakes,  pastry,  and  jimcracks,  far  superior  to 
Anthony.  In  short,  he  is  too  good  for  you,  and 
I  have  a  great  mind  not  to  send  him;  you  will  be 
forever  giving  good  dinners." 

From  Philadelphia,  on  November  26,  he  sent 
— "  Your  reception  has,  indeed,  been  charming; 
it  reads  more  like  an  extract  from  some  romance 
than  matter  of  fact  happening  in  the  nineteenth 
century  within  the  United  States.  .  .  .  Your  letter 
is  pretty  and  lively,  and  indicates  health,  content, 
and  cheerfuhiess,  which  is  much  l>etter  than  if  vou 
had  told  me  so,  for  then  I  should  not  have  believed 
a  word  of  it." 

In  his  of  Decemt>er  8,  again  the  literary  mentor: 
**In  your  reading,  I  wish  you  would  learn  to  read 
newspapers;  not  to  become  a  partisan  in  politics. 
God  forbid:  but  thev  contain  the  occurrences  of  the 
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day,  and  furnish  the  standing  topics  of  conversa- 
tion. .  .  .  With  the  aid  of  a  gazetteer  and  atlas* 
you  must  find  every  place  that  is  spoken  of.** 
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If  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools  at  the  pres- 
ent day  would  follow  the  excellent  plan  of  reading 
and  reference  above  outlined,  it  would  remove 
that  lamentable  lack  of  knowledge  of  geography 
now  so  prevalent 

The  letter  which  follows,  written  on  December 
13,  1801,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  President 
Jefferson  antedated  by  more  than  a  century  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt's  remarks  on  **race  suicide."  The 
letter  was  addressed  to  Colonel  Alston,  his  son-in- 
law.  ''The  President's  message,  of  which  a  copy 
was  sent  you  by  this  ship,  will  have  reached  you 
through  other  channels  long  before  her  arrival. 
One  idea  contained  in  the  message  is  much  ap- 
plauded by  our  ladies.  They  unite  in  the  opinion 
that  the  *  energies  of  the  men  ought  to  be  princi- 
pally employed  in  the  multiplication  of  the  human 
race/  and  in  this  they  promise  an  ardent  and  ac- 
tive co-operation.  ...  I  hope  the  fair  of  your 
State  will  equally  testify  their  applause  of  this  sen- 
timent; and  I  enjoin  it  on  you  to  manifest  your 
patriotism  and  your  attachment  to  the  administration 
by  'exerting  your  energies*  in  the  manner  indicated. 

*To  kill  b  brutal,  to  create  Divine.'*' 

In  writing  the  above.  Colonel  Burr  was  jocose 
at  his  son-in-law's  expense,  as  is  evidenced  by  read- 
ing President  Jefferson's  exact  words:  "I  lay  l>efore 
you  the  result  of  the  census  lately  taken  of 
our  inhabitants.  .  .  .  You  will  perceive  that  the 
increase  of  numl)ers  during  the  last  ten  years, 
proceeding  in  geometrical  ratio,  promises  a  duplica- 
tion   in    little    more    than    twenty-two   years.     We 
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contemplate  this  rapid  growth  and  the  prospect 
it  holds  up  to  us,  not  with  a  view  to  the  injuries 
it  may  enable  us  to  do  others  in  some  future  day, 
but  to  the  settlement  of  the  extensive  country  still 
remaining  vacant  within  our  limits,  to  the  multi- 
plication of  men  susceptible  of  happiness,  educated 
in  the  love  of  order,  habituated  to  self-govern- 
ment,  and   valuing   its   blessings  above  all   price/* 

The  population  of  the  United  States  in  1800 
was  5,308,483;  in  1820,  9,633,822;  in  1830,  12,866- 
020;  so  President  Jefferson's  prognostication  was 
not  quite  verified  in  twenty-two  years,  but  more 
than  confirmed  by  1830. 

Quickly  follows  a  letter  to  Theodosia  on  Decem- 
ber 15:  **  Yesterday  Mr.  Phelps  delivered  to  me 
two  pairs  of  mo<x*asins,  directed  —  *  From  Captain 
Joseph  Brandt  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alston.*  I  send 
you  the  original  letter  of  Captain  Brandt  merely 
to  show  how  an  Indian  can  write.  It  is  his  own 
handwriting  and  composition.  Y*ou  should  write 
him  a  letter  of  acknowledgment  for  his  hospital- 
ity. .  .  .  E.  has  a  lover  —  measures  six  feet  eight 
inches  and  a  half,  shoes  off;  but  so  verj'  modest 
that  they  will  never  c*ome  to  an  explanation  unless 
she  shall  In'gin." 

On  Januaiy  12,  1802.  he  wrote:  "I  have  only 
time  l>efore  closing  of  the  mail  to  send  you  these 
jew  lines,  hoping  they  will  find  you  in  good  health, 
as  I  am  at  this  jrresent  time,  etc.  A  form  of  salu- 
tation to  be  found  in  a  public  letter  of  Julius  Ca»ar, 
and  in  one  of  Cicero's  familiar  epistles.** 

In  that  of  January  16,  1802,  is  a  reference  to  the 
new  c*ouple  starting  housekeeping,   and   the  quo- 
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tion  of  health:  '*It  (yours)  will  be  one  of  the  most 
cheerful  and  amiable  homes  in  the  United  States. 
I  am  gratified  that  you  do  not  start  with  splendor; 
to  descend  with  dignity  is  rare.  •  •  .  You  must 
walk  a  great  deal.  It  is  the  only  exercise  you  can 
take  with  safety  and  advantage,  and,  being  in 
Charleston,  I  fear  you  will  n^lect  it.  I  do  en- 
treat you  to  get  a  veiy  stout  pair  of  over  shoes,  or 
short  boots,  to  draw  on  over  your  shoes.  But  shoes 
to  come  up  to  the  ankle  bone,  with  one  button  to 
keep  them  on,  will  be  best;  thick  enough,  how- 
ever, to  turn  water.  The  weather  has  not  yet 
required  this  precaution,  but  very  soon  it  will,  and 
I  pray  you  to  write  me  that  you  are  so  provided ; 
without  them  you  will  not,  cannot  walk,  and  with- 
out exercise  you  will  suffer  in  the  month  of  May. 
To  l)e  at  ease  on  this  subject,  you  must  learn  to 
walk  without  your  husband  —  alone  —  or  if  you 
must  be  in  form,  with  ten  negroes  at  your  heels. 
Your  husband  will  often  be  occupied  at  the  hours 
you  would  desire  to  walk,  and  you  must  not  bother 
him:  Oh,  never." 

His  letter  of  January  22,  1802,  complained  of 
Theoilosia's  failure  to  write  to  him  regularly:  "Five 
wcH^ks  without  hearing  from  you!  Intolerable. 
Now  I  think  to  re|)ose  myself  in  sullen  silence  for 
five  weeks  from  this  date.  .  .  .  Tell  me  that  Mari 
(French  for  husband)  is  happy,  and  I  shall  know 
that  you  are  all  so.  Adieu,  my  dear  little  negli- 
jrent  hapfjage.  .  .  .  Do  not  suffer  a  tooth  to  be 
drawn  or  anv  o[)eration  to  be  performed  upon  your 
Uiihr 

The  next  letter  in  order  was  to  Colonel  Alston, 
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and  congratulated  him,  in  veiled  terms,  on  the 
expected  advent  of  an  heir  or  heiress. 

"Your  letter  of  the  10th  January  was  the  first 
evidence  of  your  existence  which  I  had  received 
for  near  a  month  preceding.  I  hope  your  wife 
is  allowed  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  Her 
letter,  three  days  later,  has  been  also  received. 
The  successful  'execution  of  your  energies'  is  highly 
grateful  to  me.  It  seems  probable  that  I  shall 
pronounce,  in  person,  on  the  merit  of  the  work- 
manship somewhere  about  May  day.  .  .  .  ^Vhen 
you  shall  l>e  both  settled  in  your  own  home,  I  crave 
a  history  of  one  day,  in  the  manner  of  Swift's  Jour- 
nal to  Stella;  or,  as  you  do  not  like  imitation,  in 
your  own  manner.*' 

Again  to  Theodosia  on  February  2,  1802,  the 
first  anniversarj'  of  her  wedding  day;  no  congratu- 
lation, but  a  touch  of  sarcasm,  and  a  prophecy 
of  coming  trouble  in  her  housekeeping. 

**I  wish  you  would  teach  half  a  dozen  of  your 
Negroes  to  write;  then  you  might  lay  on  the  sofa, 
and  if  you  could  submit  to  the  labour  of  thinking 
and  dictating,  the  thing  would  go  on.  .  .  .  The 
cook  had  only  Peggj'  to  aid  him;  but  as  Peggy 
is  equal  to  al)out  forty  South  Carolina  Africans, 
he  is  very  reasonable  if  he  asks  only  thirty-five, 
and  ought  to  l>e  indulged.  Your  maid  will  make 
a  miserable  housekeeper  and  Ik*  spoiled  as  a  Jemme 
de  chambre,  which  last  character  is,  I  take  it,  the 
more  important  one.  ...  I  am  now  going  to  smoke 
a  si*gar  and  pray  for  you." 

Burr  did  not  consider  the  life  of  Vice-president 
an    exciting    one.     He    wrote    his    daughter:  **My 


HER  COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIED  LIFE  245 

life  has  no  variety,  and,  of  course,  no  incident. 
To  my  feelings  your  letters  are  the  most  impor- 
tant occurrence.  I  am  blessed  with  three  of  them 
in  three  months.  It  did  not  use  to  be  so.  ...  I 
live  at  Mr.  Law's,  not  nominally,  but  in  fact.  Mrs. 
Madison  is  distant  one  mile.  Anna  Payne  (Mrs. 
Madison's  sister)  is  a  great  belle.  Miss  Nichol- 
son (daughter  of  Commodore  James  Nicholson 
and  sister  of  Mrs.  Gallatin)  ditto,  but  more  retired; 
frequently,  however,  at  Mrs.  Law's. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  fact  that  Colonel 
Alston's  father  took  great  interest  in  horse  racing. 
Theodosia  sent  her  father  newspapers  containing 
accounts  of  some  races.  Burr  replied:  *'I  am  very 
^lad  that  Papa  Alston  has  won  once.  It  is,  I  am 
told,  the  first  time  in  his  life." 

Burr  thus  describes  an  accident:  "'General  Smitli's 
carriage  has  just  ran  away  with  four  ladies,  viz.: 
Mrs.  Smith,  Miss  Speare,  Miss  Smith,  and  Mrs. 
Law.  Miss  Smith  was  taken  up  dead  and  brought 
home  dead;  it  cannot  be  discovered  that  she  has 
received  the  slightest  injur}',  save  being  frightened 
to  death,  as  before  mentioned.  Miss  Speare  came 
otr  unhurt.  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Law  are  much 
hruiseil.  You  will,  I  hope,  understand  that  the 
horses  ran  off  with  the  carriage,  and  not  that  the 
carriage,  of  its  own  mere  motion,  ran  off  with 
the  ladies." 

In  his  of  Fehruarj'  27,  1802,  to  his  daughter, 
the  severe  schoolmaster:  **  Your  last  letter  is  pleasant 
and  cheerful.  Careless,  incorrect,  slovenly,  ill^- 
ihle.  1  dare  not  show  a  sentence  of  it,  even  to 
Eustis.     God  mend  you.'* 
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Burr  was  looking  forward  to  an  adjournment  of 
Congress  and  a  vacation  to  be  spent  with  his  daugh- 
ter: "'I  could  with  pleasure  have  passed  the  summer 
with  you  in  the  mountains;  but  the  heat  and  dissipa- 
tion of  Sullivan's  Island  is  not  so  inviting/' 

Theodosia  was  nearly  twenty  now,  but  still  under 
the  literary  domination  of  her  pedagogic  father. 

"  From  an  accurate  attention  to  the  dates  of  your 
letters,  I  discover  that  you  write  on  Sunday  only: 
that  if,  by  accident  or  mental  indisposition,  to  which 
people  in  warm  climates  are  liable,  the  business 
should  be  put  off  for  that  day,  it  lays  over  to  the 
next  Sunday,  and  so  to  a  third  or  fourth,  accord- 
ing to  exigencies,  active  or  passive.  .  .  .  Your  last 
was  sealed  on  the  writing^  a  vulgarism  which  I 
again  condemn." 

Burr  wished  his  daughter  to  go  into  the  moun- 
tains before  her  child  was  bom,  but  Papa  and 
Mama  Alston  wished  Theodosia  to  stay  with  them. 
He  wrote  his  son-in-law  on  March  8,  1802:  **Wilh 
her  Northern  constitution,  she  will  bring  you  some 
puny  brat  that  will  never  last  the  summer  out;  but 
in  your  mountains,  one  might  expect  to  see  it  climb 
a  precipice  at  three  weeks  old.  ...  I  shall  come 
though  at  your  hazard,  which,  you  know,  would 
I>e  a  great  consolation  to  me  if  I  should  be  caught 
by  a  bilious  fever  in  some  rice  swamps." 

In  his  of  March  14,  1802,  more  complaint  about 
her  letters,  and  a  ver}'  uncomplimenUiry  opinion 
of    his   own    personal    appearance. 

*'Y^our  last  was  sealed,  as  too  often  before,  on 
the   writing.     If  your   Mari  (husband)   denies  you 
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a  sheet  of  paper,  pray  lay  out  one  of  your  four  hun- 
dred dollars  for  this  purpose.  Adieu,  my  dear 
child.  ...  A  lady  of  rank  and  consequence,  who 
had  a  great  curiosity  to  see  the  Vice-president, 
after  several  plans  and  great  trouble,  at  length 
was  gratified,  and  she  declared  that  he  was  the 
very  ugliest  man  she  had  ever  seen  in  her  life.  His 
bald  head,  pale  hatchet  visage,  and  harsh  coun- 
tenance, certainly  verify  the  lady's  conclusion. 
Your  very  ugly  and  affectionate  father, 

A.  Burr. 

On  April  5,  1802,  Burr  wrote  his  daughter  that 
he  was  coming  South.  ''My  route  will  be  through 
Richmond  and  Petersburgh  to  Fayetteville,  and 
thence  to  Georgetown  and  Clifton,  where  I  pre- 
sume I  shall  find  Papa  Alston,  Ellen,  etc.  ...  I 
have  ordered  Vanderlyn  to  send  you,  from  New 
York,  both  his  and  Stuart's  picture  of  A.  Burr, 
and  I  have  told  him  to  ship  himself  for  the  port 
of  Charleston  on  the  first  of  May.  I  have  also 
desired  that  my  l>eautiful  little  bust  of  Bonaparte 
Ik*  sent  to  Mr.  William  Alston.*' 

Colonel  Burr  did  actually  go  South  to  see  his 
daughter.  He  arrived  at  Clifton  on  May  3,  1802. 
Theodosia  was  in  Charleston,  a  day's  ride  away. 
So  he  wrote  her:  *' Unfortunately  the  stage  was 
full  —  not  even  a  seat  vacant  for  the  Vice-presi- 
dent. I  am,  therefore,  doomed  to  remain  here 
one  day  lonpjer,  and  l)e  two  days  on  the  road.  .  .  . 
William  arrived  here  this  afternoon  and  tells  us 
that  vou  are  ;/W/,  and  your  husband  ill.  This 
is  exactly  wrong,  unless  he  means  to  take  the  whole 
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trouble  off  your  hands,  as  some  good  husbands 
have  heretofore  done;  so,  at  least»  Darwin  records* 
God  bless  thee,  my  dear  Theodosia." 

It  seems  strange  that  Colonel  Burr  did  not  re- 
quest his  daughter,  or  perhaps  command  her,  to 
keep  a  diary  during  the  first  year  of  her  married 
life.  If  she  had  done  so,  we  should  have  had  an 
account  more  in  detail  of  the  occurrences  at  Charles- 
ton, during  her  trip  North,  and  her  life  at  the  Oaks. 
But  by  reading  between  the  lines  of  her  father^s 
letters,  we  can  form  a  good  idea  of  what  took  place. 
We  know  that  at  first  she  was  welcomed  by  the 
highest  grade  of  South  Carolina  society.  She  w*as 
used  to  good  company  —  to  the  best  —  and  un- 
doubtedly was  fully  at  home  wherever  her  hus- 
band*s  relatives  and  friends  were  found. 

llie  fine  old  estate,  the  Oaks,  had  been  left  to 
Colonel  Alston  by  his  grandfather.  For  the  use 
of  the  young  couple  it  required  refurnishing,  and 
orders  for  what  was  needed  were  sent  to  Colonel 
Burr  in  New  York  and  shipped  by  him  by  water, 
then  the  spee<liest  means  of  communication  be- 
tween the  North  and  South.  One  of  Theodosia*s 
orders  was  for  a  cook  and  a  chaml>ermaid,  and 
her  father  took  great  pleasure  in  filling  it.  At 
the  Oaks  there  were  plenty  of  negro  servants.  All 
was  in  readiness,  and  now  there  is  an  heir  to  the 
house  of  Alston. 

The  father  of  the  mother  —  the  grandfather  of 
this  young  scion  of  a  noble  family  —  was  Vice- 
president  of  the  United  States.  What  more  nat- 
ural than  that  he  should  bear  an  honored  name, 
and  one  that  his  parents  fondly  ho|)ed  would  be 
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honored  in  the  future?  —  that  of  Aaron  Burr  Al- 
ston. 

Colonel  Burr  was  in  the  South  when  this  inter- 
esting  event  took  place.  He  never  loved  the  rice 
fields  of  South  Carolina,  which  he  said  were  full 
of  malaria.  It  can  be  inferred  that  he  prevailed 
upon  his  daughter  to  come  North  as  soon  as  she 
was  able.  Whatever  argument  he  may  have  used, 
it  is  a  fact  that  she  was  in  the  city  of  New  York 
on  the  24th  of  June,  1802,  at  which  time  she 
wrote  a  very  interesting  letter  to  her  husband. 

We  arrived  yesterday  moraing*  eiacUy  the  eighth  day  ainoe  I  left 
you.  Our  passage  was  pleasant  inasmuch  as  we  had  no  stonnt,  and 
the  most  obliging,  attentive  captain.  I  never  met  with  moie  uare- 
mitted  politeiu*ss.  He  was  constantly  endeavoring  to  tempt  my  appe- 
tite by  all  the  delicacies  in  his  own  stores.  To  the  child  he  proved  an 
excellent  nurse  when  I  was  fatigued  and  the  rest  sick.  We  are  now 
in  my  father  s  town  house.  .  .  . 

I  have  ju.st  retume<l  from  a  ride  in  the  country  and  a  visit  to  Rich- 
mond Hill.  Never  did  I  behold  this  island  so  beautiful.  The  variety 
of  vivid  greens:  the  finely  cultivated  fields  and  gaudy  gardens:  the 
neat,  cool  air  of  the  cit*s  boxes,  peeping  through  straight  rows  of  tall 
poplars,  and  the  elegance  of  some  gentlemen's  seats,  commanding  a 
view  of  the  majestic  Hudson  and  the  high,  dark  shores  of  New  Jencj, 
altogether  form  a  scene  so  lively,  so  touching,  and  to  me  now  so  new, 
that  I  was  in  constant  rapture.  How  much  did  I  wish  for  you  to  join 
with  me  in  rnhnirin^  it.  With  how  much  regret  did  I  recollect  some 
rides  we  t(M>k  togc*ther  last  summer.  Ah,  my  husband,  why  are  we 
separati^l  ?  I  had  rather  have  been  ill  on  Sullivan  s  Island  with  you, 
than  w<*ll,  srf)arnte<]  fnini  you.  Even  my  amusements  scr\*e  to  in- 
(Tt'ax*  niy  unhappinos:  for  if  anything  affonls  me  pleasure,  the  thought 
that  wvTv  you  here,  you  al.«»o  would  feel  pleasure,  and  thus  redouble 
mine,  at  once  puts  an  end  to  my  enjoyment.  You  do  not  know  how 
eunstantly  u\\  whole  mind  is  employed  in  thinking  of  you.  Do  you, 
my  husband,  think  as  fri^piently  of  your  Theo,  and  wish  for  her?  Do 
you  n^ally  f(x*l  a  vacuum  in  your  pleasures  ?    As  for  your  wife,  she  has 
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bid  mdieu  to  pleasure  till  next  October.  When,  when  wiU  that  month 
come  ?  It  appears  to  me  a  century  off.  I  can  scarcely  yet  realiae  to 
myself  that  we  are  to  be  so  long  separated.  Do  not  imagine,  howerer, 
that  I  mean  to  beg  you  to  join  me  this  summer.  No,  my  husband,  I 
know  your  reasons,  and  I  approve  them.  Your  wife  feels  a  oonaola- 
tion  in  talking  of  her  sorrows  to  you;  but  she  would  think  herself  on* 
worthy  of  you  could  she  not  find  fortitude  enough  to  bear  them.  God 
knows  how  delighted  I  shall  be  when  once  again  in  your  arms;  but  bow 
much  would  my  happiness  be  diminished  by  recollecting  that  your 
advancement  and  interest  suffered.  When  we  meet  let  there  be  nothing 
to  alloy  a  happiness  so  pure,  so  unbounded.  Our  little  boy  grows 
charmingly;  he  is  much  admired  here.  The  color  of  his  eyes  is  not  yet 
determined.    You  shall  know  when  it  is.  .  .  . 

Have  you  any  rice  on  hand?  It  sells  here  for  five  dollars  cash. 
If  you  have  any,  had  you  not  better  send  it  ?  Papa  intends  writing 
to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  began  a  letter  to  you  this  morning  in  time  for  the  mail,  but  was 
prevented  by  innumerable  visits,  which  commenced  l>efore  I  was  drened 
for  breakfast.  I  am  most  impatiently  waiting  for  a  letter  from  you. 
I  hope  you  wrote  soon  after  my  departure.  I  am  counting  every 
minute  to  next  Wednesday,  when  I  hope  to  receive  one,  though  I  have 
many  fears  it  is  too  early.  With  how  mudi  anxiety  do  I  expect  a 
letter.  Maybe,  one  of  these  days,  I  will  tell  you  of  a  piece  of  weakneH 
of  mine  on  that  subject;  maybe,  for  I  do  not  know  whether  it  b  quite 
right  for  a  wife  to  display  all  her  foibles  in  that  way  to  her  husbancL 
We  have  not  vet  determined  when  or  where  we  shall  move  in  the 
countr}'.     It  shall  certainly  not  be  long  ere  we  leave  the  city. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1802,  she  wrote  again  to 
her  husband,  from  New  York.  In  her  letter  it 
will  be  noticed  that  she  asked  her  husband  a  ques- 
tion which  years  before  her  father,  while  superin- 
tending her  education,  had  asked  her. 

When,  when  will  the  month  of  October  come  ?  It  appears  to  recede 
instead  of  approaching;  and  time,  which  extinguishes  all  other  sorrows, 
serves  but  to  increase  mine;  every  moment  I  feel  that  I  have  lost  so  much 
of  your  society  which  can  never  be  regained.  Ah,  my  husband,  what 
can  be  pleasure  toyourTheo,  unastisled  by  the  charms  of  your  presenoe 
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and  p«rtici|Mtioii  ?    Nothing.    It  is  an  idea  whidi  has  no  place  in  mj 
mind  unooonected  with  you.  .  .  . 

If  jou  ahould  do  so  raah  a  thing  aa  to  vint  the  city  during  the  aom- 
mcr*  pray  imoke  all  the  time  you  remain  there;  it  cra^  an  atmoaphere 
round  you,  and  prevents  impure  air  from  reaching  you.  I  wish  abo 
that  jTou  would  never  be  in  town  before  or  after  the  middle  of  the  day. 
I  have  somewhere  heard  that  persons  were  less  apt  to  catdi  infectioua 
<fisorders  at  that  time  than  any  other,  and  I  believe  it  Have  yoo 
never  remarked  how  highly  scented  the  air  is  before  sunrise  in  a  flower- 
garden,  so  much  so  as  to  render  the  smell  of  any  flower  totally  impei^ 
oeptible  if  you  put  it  to  your  nose?  That  b,  I  suppose,  because,  iHmo 
the  sun  acts  with  all  his  force,  the  air  becomes  so  rarified,  thai  die 
quantity  of  perfume  you  inhale  at  a  breath  can  have  no  effect;  while, 
on  the  contrary,  during  the  night,  the  vapours  become  so  condensed 
that  you  perceive  them  in  every  blast.  May  not  the  same  be  the  case 
with  noxious  vapours?  It  is  said  that  the  fever  in  Charleston  doea 
not  arise  from  that,  but  the  61th  of  the  streets  is  quite  enough  to  maloe 
one  think  otherwise.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong  both  in  my  reason  and 
opinion.  If  so,  you  are  able  to  correct;  only  do  as  you  think  best,  and 
be  prudent.  It  is  all  I  ask.  I  imagine  the  subject  worth  a  reflection, 
and  you  cannot  err.  Montesquieu  says  he  writes  to  make  people 
think;  and  why  may  not  Theodosia?  .  .  . 

Our  son  looks  charmingly.    Adieu. 

Thsodosia. 

The  next  letter  to  her  husband,  written  in  New 
York,  June  28,  1802,  shows  that  she  had  not  for- 
gotten her  father's  teaching.  She  was  in  a  happy 
mood  because  she  had  received  a  letter  from  her 
husband. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th,  which  I  received  yesterday,  delif^ted  me 
the  more  as  it  wa.s  unexpected.  I  did  not  hope  you  would  have  written 
M>  soon;  less  did  I  inia^ne  a  letter  from  (Charleston  would  reach  this 
on  the  eleventh  dav  after  date.  How  anxious  I  am  for  to-morrow. 
Perhaps  I  shall  hear  from  you  again.  .  .  . 

And  do  you,  indee<l,  mijw  your  Theo?  Do  you  really  find  happi- 
ness indissolubly  blended  with  her  presence?  Ah,  my  husband,  how 
much  more  amiable  you  are  as  the  man  than  as  the  philosopher! 
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How  much  better  jrour  wife  can  love  you!  .  .  .  Believe  me,  it  b  a  vcfy 
mistaken  idea  that  to  difloover  sensibility  at  parting  with  a  friend  in- 
creases their  sorrow.  No;  it  consoles  them.  That  apparent  indiffer- 
ence, instead  of  lessening  their  pain  at  separation,  only  adds  to  it  the 
mortification  of  finding  themselves  alone,  wounds  their  feeling  by 
the  idea  that,  where  they  expected  the  most  sincere  reciprocity,  they 
meet  with  the  most  calm  tranquillity;  and  above  all,  is  apt  to  make 
them  involuntarily  exclaim  —  If  I  am  thus  regretted,  how  little  shall 
I  be  thou^t  of!  How  soon  forgotten!  Never,  then,  my  beloved, 
attempt  to  play  the  philosopher.  If  you  see  a  friend  weeping,  weep 
with  them.  Sjrmpathy  is  the  sovereign  cure  for  all  wounds  of  the 
heart.  .  .  . 

Pray,  write  your  journal  this  sununer,  you  have  little  else  to  do.  I 
should  be  charmed  to  find  it  finished  on  my  return.     Adieu. 

The  next  letter  to  her  husband  was  from  Colonel 
Burr.  Why  he  wrote  instead  of  Theodosia  is  ex- 
plained in  the  letter.  It  bore  the  date  of  July  3, 
1802. 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  of  June,  covering  two  for  Theodosia,  was 
received  this  morning.  She,  with  Lady  Nbbett  and  your  boy,  sailed 
yesterday  for  Red  Hook  (1^  miles  North)  on  a  ^-isit  to  Mrs.  A.,  who 
had  solicited  this  attention  in  terms  and  under  circumstances  which 
admitted  of  no  refusal.  The  boy  has  grown  surprisingly.  The  mother 
has  recovered  her  appetite  and  spirits.  I  shall  go  up  to  take  care  ol 
them  in  ten  or  fifteen  days. 

I  desire  your  father  to  bring  or  send  a  barrel  of  rough  rice  (rice  un- 
pounded).  The  young  Scotchman  of  whom  I  spoke  to  him  has  already 
invented  a  machine  which  I  think  will  clean  ten  times  as  much  as  your 
pounding  machine  with  the  same  power;  that  is,  ten  times  as  fait. 
Send  the  rice  that  we  may  tiy. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1802.  Colonel  Burr  wrote 
to  his  adopted  daughter  Nathalie: 

Your  letter  ol  the  tid  ol  February,  announcing  your  intended 
marriage,  b  this  moment  received.  Nothing  could  be  more  grateful 
to  me  than  the  proposed  connexion  with  Mr.  Sumter.  I  know  Kttle 
€i  him  personally,  but  his  reputataoo  and  standing  b  society  fully 
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justifjr  your  choice,  and  I  praj  you  to  Mtuie  hfao  thai  I  ihaD  most 
oofdially  take  him  to  my  boaom  aa  a  son.  Unth  hia  father  I  have  been 
long  acquainted,  and  alwaya  greatly  respected  him.  We  were  feUow- 
■okBen  during  our  Beroluticmaiy  War,  in  which  he  acted  a  moetdia- 
tinguiahed  part,  though  we  were  not  then  known  to  each  other.  We 
•erred  together  some  years  in  Congress,  and  labcwed  in  the  same  party. 
These  drcumstances  nerer  fail  to  generate  attadmients,  and  I  am 
truly  happy  in  being  more  closely  allied  to  him.  .  .  . 

I  perceive,  and  with  pleasure,  that  I  shaD  pass  much  of  my  time 
in  South  Carofina,  and  shall  divide  it  between  you  and  Theodosia; 
but  the  mountains  are  my  favorite  residenoe.  Whidi  u  my  favorite 
dau^ter,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  decide.  We  must  not,  however, 
abandon  New  York.  I  will  have  you  both  here,  if  possible,  eveiy 
year,  and  at  Richmond  Hill  you  shall  renew  the  recollection  of  the 
happy  hours  of  your  childhood.  .  .  . 

I  arrived  here  on  the  23rd,  with  Theodosia,  her  boy  —  a  most  lovely 
boy  —  and  her  sister.  Lady  Nesbitt,  who  salutes  you  as  a  sister  and 
longs  to  embrace  you.    We  had  a  most  charming  passage  of  seven  days. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  received  a  line  from  your  mamma  in  some  years. 
1  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  her  repugnance  to  your  marriage  with  a 
democrat,  the  son  ol  a  rebel.  She  must  hate,  above  all  things,  demo- 
crats and  rebels.  But  tell  her,  as  doubtless  you  have  told  her  a  thou- 
sand times,  that  she  is  wrong:  and  that  we  are  not  like  your  French 
democrats. 

By  September  Theodosia  had  returned  to  New 
York,  and  she  wrote  to  her  husband  on  the  3d 
of  that  month : 

What  a  pity  minds  could  not  be  made  sensible  of  each  other's 
tpproach!  Wliy  were  we  not  so  formed  that  when  your  thoughts, 
your  «oul,  wen»  with  your  Theo,  hers  could  be  enabled,  by  the  6nest 
sensation  of  snnpathy,  to  meet  it  ?  How  supt»rior  to  writing  that 
would  l>e!  .  .  .  I  have  IxH^n  all  this  evening  devining  your  occupation. 
SonictimcH  1  imagine  you  writing  or  reading,  and  then  the  hope  that 
you  are  thinking  of  me  arises.  Pray,  what  have  you  been  doing?  If 
you  can  po>sihly  rrcolltvt,  lot  uie  know.  After  all,  it  b  more  than 
prohahle  that  you  have  been  smoking  with  Huger,  entirely  absorbed 
in  your  society  and  segar. 
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How  does  jour  dection  advance?  I  am  anxious  to  know 
thing  of  it;  not  from  patriotism,  however.  It  tittle  concerns  me  whicb 
party  succeeds.  Wliere  you  are,  there  is  my  countiy,  and  in  jou  are 
centered  all  my  wishes.  Were  you  a  Brutus,  I  should  be  a  Roman, 
But  were  you  a  Cesar,  I  should  only  wish  glory  to  Rome  that  glofj 
might  be  yours.  As  long  as  you  love  me,  I  am  nothing  on  earth  hni 
your  wife  and  your  friend,  contented  and  proud  to  be  that 

Mr.  Mcpherson  b  much  better.  He  sits  up  —  I  mean  out  of  bed, 
a  great  part  of  the  day.  He  has  grown  sentimental.  He  caught  a 
moscheto  (mosquito)  the  other  day  and  kept  it  under  a  tumbler  to 
meditate  on,  because  it  reminded  him  of  Carotina,  and  consequently 

of  Miss .     \Miat  man  under  heaven  ever  before  discovered  an 

analogy  between  a  moscheto  and  his  mistress  ?  I  am  very  happy  thai 
you  have  chosen  chess  for  your  amusement.  It  keeps  you  constantly 
in  mind  how  poor  kings  fare  without  their  queens.  Our  little  one 
has  been  very  amiable  to-day. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  Colonel  Burr  wrote  to 
his  daughter  from   New   York. 

With  extreme  reluctance,  madame,  I  am  constrained  to  resign  to 
Dr.  Brown  the  honor  of  escorting  you  hither.  The  drcumstanoes 
which  have  led  to  this  measure  are  briefly  noted  in  a  letter  which  I  have 
this  day  written  you  by  the  mail. 

By  Tuesday,  the  9tli  \tl%U  I  shall  be  settled  at  Richmond  HiQ, 
ready  to  receive  you  and  your  incumbrances.  Tc^  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abton 
that  I  hope  there  to  have  the  pleasure  of  accommodating  them  more 
to  their  satisfaction  than  was  in  my  power  in  the  tittle  mmnf^^m  in 
Broadway.  .  .  . 

I  recommend  to  you  to  go  around  by  Stockbridge  to  see  Binncy. 
You  will  also  see  there  your  great-unde  Edwards.  But  this  is  lc€t 
to  your  discretion.  .  .  .  We  are  all  in  the  bustle  of  moving.  Heighho! 
for  Richmond  Hill.  \Miat  a  pity  you  were  not  here,  yoa  do  so  lofve 
a  bustle;  and  then  you  and  the  brat  and  the  maid  would  add  so  charm* 
ingly  to  the  confusion. 

A  month  later  Colonel  Burr  wrote  to  Colonel  Alston : 

The  debitity  and  loss  of  appetite  which  your  wife  haa  experienced, 
alarmed  me;  yet  I  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  cause.  ...  It  b  moal 
unfortunate  that  she  left  the  Springs.    While  she  was  there,  either  by 
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means  of  the  air  or  water,  or  perhaps  both,  she  had  got  qahe  rid  of  the 
complai  nt ,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that,  had  she  remained  there  a  f  ort- 
night  longer,  the  cure  would  have  been  radical.  .  .  .  There  is  nothing 
in  this  disorder  which  immediatelj  threatens  life;  nor  is  it,  at  present, 
attended  with  pain;  but  if  it  should  become  fixed  upon  her,oif  whidi 
there  is  danger  unless  speedily  cured,  it  will  unfit  her  for  eveiy  duty 
and  every  enjoyment  in  life. 

On  the  SOth  of  September,  Theodosia  wrote  to 
her  husband  from  New  York: 

Another  mail  has  arrived,  but  to  your  Theo  it  has  broof^t  only 
unhappiness.  It  is  now  a  week  sinoe  I  received  your  last  letter.  You 
are  ill.  You  have  been  imprudent  and  all  my  feari  are  fulfilled.  With- 
out anyone  near  to  feel  for  you,  to  attend  you,  to  watch  eveiy  diange. 
and  share  eveiy  pain.  Your  wife  only  could  do  that.  It  is  her  whose 
soul  clings  to  yours  and  vibrates  but  in  harmony  with  it;  whose  happi- 
ness, whose  every  emotion,  more  than  entirely  dependent  on  yours, 
are  exchanged  for  them.  ...  I  know  you  have  friends  with  you;  but 
when  you  lose  your  vivacity,  and  your  society  is  robbed  of  its  usual 
charms,  they  will  find  your  chamber  dull,  and  leave  it  for  some  more 
amusing  place.  They  cannot,  like  your  little  Theo,  hang  over  you  in 
your  sleep,  and,  with  a  beating  heart,  listen  to  every  groan  and  tremble 
at  ever}'  noi.He.  Your  son,  too,  were  we  with  you,  would  charm  away 
your  cares.  His  smiles  could  not  fail  to  sooth  any  pain.  They  poascss 
a  magic  which  you  cannot  perceive  till  you  see  him.  W^ould  we  were 
with  you,  my  beloved.     I  am  miserable  without  you. 

Just  a  month  later,  on  October  30,  she  wrote 
to  him  again: 

I  have  now  abandoned  all  hope  of  recover}'.  I  do  not  say  it  in  a 
moment  of  deprt^ssion,  but  with  all  my  reason  about  me.  I  am  en- 
deavoring to  n^igii  myself  with  clit*erfulness;  and  you  also,  my  hus- 
band, must  stiniinon  up  your  fortitude  to  bear  with  a  sick  wife  the 
rest  (»f  h(T  lift*.  At  pn'scnt  my  general  health  is  very  good:  indeed, 
my  apfX'arancM*  so  f>crf(^tly  announces  it,  that  phy.sicians  smile  at  the 
idra  of  my  l><  ing  an  invalitl.  l*he  great  mlnfortune  of  this  complaint 
is  that  onr  mav  veeitatc  fortv  vears  in  a  sort  of  middle  state  between 
life  and  death,  without  the  enjoyment  of  one  or  the  rest  of  the  other. 
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You  will  oow  aee  your  boy  within  a  few  days  and  you  will  leaDy  be 
very  mudi  pleased  with  him.  He  is  a  sweet  little  rascal.  If  Uesrco 
grant  him  but  to  live,  I  shall  never  repent  what  he  has  cost  me. 

Two  weeks  previous,  or  on  the  15th  of  Oc- 
tober, Colonel  Burr  wrote  to  his  son-in-law: 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  said  nothing  of  your  son.  He  b  wefl, 
and  growing  as  you  could  wish.  If  I  can  see  without  prejudice,  there 
never  was  a  finer  boy. 

Of  yourself,  I  have  a  good  deal  to  say;  more  than  I  can  find  time  to 
write  and  some  things  which  cannot  be  written.  .  .  .  From  your  com- 
panions I  presume  little  is  to  be  gained  save  the  pastime  of  a  social 
hour.  Yet  time  goes  on  and  you  have  much  to  do.  ...  I  was  quite 
shocked  with  your  wan  appearance  when  I  first  met  you  last  spring. 
How  different  from  that  the  fall  prece<ling.  With  every  advantage 
attainable  in  your  climate,  you  have  scarcely  been  free  from  fever 
during  the  season.  Thu  cannot  fail  to  debilitate  both  mind  and 
body.  .  .  .  The  mountains,  a  more  Northern  latitude,  or  the  grave 
must  be  your  refuge.  .  .  .  //^rr  you  may  freeze  out  all  your**  miasmata** 
and  surplus  bile  in  ten  da^-s,  and  go  to  Columbia  with  nerves  wefl 
strung  and  blood  well  purified. 

Colonel  Burr  wrote  to  his  son-in-law  again  on 
the  5th  of  November: 

The  cold  weather  of  the  last  ten  days  has  had  a  happy  effect  oo 
Theodociia.  She  is  so  far  restored  that  I  can  with  confidence  assure 
you  that  she  will  return  in  health.  The  boy,  too,  grows  fat  and  rosy 
with  the  frost.  .  .  .  When  vou  shall  see  her  and  son.  vou  will  not 
regret  the  five  months*  separation. 

Theodosia  and  her  \yo\  reached  home  safely,  and 
her  father  wrote  her  on  the  4th  of  December : 

So  you  arrived  on  the  <4th.  after  a  passage  of  ten  days;  you  and  the 
(Charleston  packet  on  the  same  day.  All  this  I  learned  last  niglrt: 
but  not  from  jrou.  Vanderl}!!  and  I  drank  a  bottle  of  champagne  on 
the  occasion.     .  .  . 

Vanderlyn  has  finished  your  picture  in  the  most  beautiful  s^jle 
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imagindble.    When  it  was  dooe.  he  eichumed  with  enthuuan:  **11icre 
is  the  bett  work  I  have  ever  done  in  America.** 

Your  letter  must  be  addrened  to  Washington.    The  dear  Ettle  bogr, 
I  hope,  made  a  good  tailor. 

Burr  wrote  to  his  daughter  again  on  the  16th 
of  December: 

Your  letter  of  the  2eth  came  yesterday,  that  of  the  t5th  the  day 
preceding.  .  .  .  Had  it  not  been  f<Mr  the  intelligence  by  water  of  your 
safe  arrival,  we  should  have  concluded  that  you  and  Kate  (her  cousin, 
Catharine  Brown,  dau^ter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Brown)  were  now  dancing 
with  Amphitrite.  How  jealous  her  majesty  would  have  been  at  the 
presence  of  two  such  rivaU.  .  .  . 

Vanderiyn  projects  to  visit  Charleston,  but  I  am  sure  he  will  not* 
He  b  run  down  with  applications  for  portraits,  all  of  whidi,  without 
discrimination,  he  refuses.  He  is  greatly  occupied  in  finishing  hu 
Niagara  views,  which,  imleiHl,  will  do  him  honor.  They  will  be  four 
in  number,  and  he  thinks  of  having  them  engraved  in  France.  You 
hear  the  roaring  of  the  cataract  when  you  look  at  them.  Kiss  the 
dear  little  boy. 

Theodosia  wrote  from  Clifton  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1803: 

I  have  been  quite  ill:  till  within  two  or  three  days  totally  unable  to 
write.  The  whole  family,  as  well  as  myself,  had  begun  to  think  pretty 
fteriously  of  my  Uust  journey:  but,  fortunately,  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  keeping  them  up  a  few  nights,  and  drawing  forth  all  their  sensi- 
bility,  without  giving  them  the  trouble  of  burving,  mourning,  etc.  .  .  . 
My  husband  is  well,  and  the  lM)y  charming. 

Colonel  Burr  wrote  from  Philadelphia,  on  the 
3d  of  June: 

You  are  th<»  most  spiritless  young  person  I  ever  knew.  Pray  muster 
up  energ)'  enough  to  do  something  more  than  lounge  on  sofas.  Go  on 
Sunday  to  Ludlow's.     Ask  .some  of  your  friends  often  to  dine  with 

vou. 
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There  is  a  little  boy  right  opposite  mj  window  who  ham  aometbing 
of  the  way  of  '* mammy's  treasure.**  Don't  be  jealous;  not  half  ao 
handsome.  I  have  had  him  over  to  my  room,  and  have  already  tan^t 
him  to  bang. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1803,  Colonel  Burr  wrote 
to  his  daughter  from  Philadelphia.  At  that  time 
Theodosia  was  in  New  York.  She  had  written 
her  father:  **You  must  be  home  for  my  birthday 
(the  20th  inst.)  or  1*11  never  forgive  you;  or  rather, 
I  shall  not  spend  it  pleasantly."  Colonel  Burr  in 
his  reply  said:  "The  birthday  must  be  kept.  It 
shall  be  *  honoured  with  my  presence.*  You  will 
therefore  make  your  preparations  and,  among  other 
articles  for  your  feast  or  party,  I  recommend  two 
fiddlers,  not  barbacued  or  roasted,  but  true  to  life/* 

A  month  later  Theodosia  was  at  Ballston  Spa, 
and  WTote  to  Colonel  Burr: 

Behold  UA,  father,  dear,  at  this  fountain  of  health;  and  now  my  only 
wbh  U  to  leave  it  as  soon  as  possible.  .  .  .  We  have  been  very  fortu- 
nate in  getting  a  house  entirely  to  ourselves,  and  one  quite  as  pleasantly 
situated  as  that  you  mentioned.  Mr.  Walton  has  been  extremely 
|>olite  to  u».  We  dined  there  on  Monday  and  in  the  evening  went  to 
a  ball,  which  surpassed  my  expectations  in  brilliancy.  I  danced  twice, 
but  I  am  unable  to  tell  vou  whether  I  looked  well  or  danced  well:  for 

m 

you  are  the  only  [>erson  in  the  world  who  says  an^-thing  to  me  about 
my  appearance.  My  husband  generally  looks  well  pleased,  but  nudy 
makes  remarks.  .  .  . 

The  bov  is  prettv  well,  but  I  confess  I  have  manv  doubts  as  to  the 
healthiness  of  this  place  for  children.  Every  morning  since  our  arrival 
there  has  been  a  thick  mist,  which  the  sun  does  not  disperw  till  nine 
or  ten  o*clock.     I  kiss  you  with  all  my  heart. 

The  yellow  fever  was  in  New  York  in  August: 
1803.     Burr  wrote  to  Theodosia  on  the  8th  inst 

Your  amiable  letter  of  the  1st  inst.  has  not  fei  come  to  hand,  and 


/ 
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thereforo  ctimol  fd  be  admowledged;  pcA^  H  has  nol  fd  been 
wntlen. 

Indeed,  we  are  about  to  be  aoouiged  with  a  phgiie  called  ydlow 
fercr.  John  Bard  dead;  but  to  keep  the  account  good*  Billy  B.  haa 
twina  (boya).  Catharine  Church  Cniger  (Bfn.  Peter  C.)  haa  a  son. 
But  of  the  deaths.  We  <fie  reaaonably  fast.  Six  or  eight  new  caeca 
reported  jesterdaj.  Of  those  who  take  the  fever,  threefourths  die. 
The  coffee-house  was,  nererthdess,  pretty  weH  attended.  No  aj^pcar- 
ances  of  alarm  until  to-day.  Several  families  have  removed  from  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Tontine  Coffee-house,  and  five  times  the  number 
will  remove  to-morrow. 

Theodosia  wrote  from  Washington  on  the  16th 
of  October: 

We  arrived  here  yesterday  somewhat  fatigued.  I  was,  however, 
very  happy  to  6nd  myself  at  Washington,  for  we  had,  in  the  mormng, 
been  near  taking  c|uite  a  different  route.  Some  part  of  our  harness 
having  broken  on  the  top  of  a  pretty  long  descent,  fortunately  the 
leaders  were  frightened  by  the  wheel  horses  crowding  on  them;  and, 
running  anide,  one  got  his  leg  over  the  pole  and  was  stopped,  or  you 
would  not  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  this  interesting  scribleriad, 
and  the  poor  world  would  have  been  deprived  of  the  heir-apparent  to 
all  its  admiration  and  glory.  ...  I  bear  travelling  remarkably  well. 
Headache!!  have  di!)ap|>eared  and  my  appetite  increases;  but  poor  little 
0am py  (her  8on*s  nickname;  a  perversion  of  *' grandpa")  doea  not 
Kkc  the  confinement  of  the  carriage. 

Theodosia  did  not  bear  traveling  so  well  five 
days  later,  when  she  wrote  from  Petersburgh: 

We  reached  here  last  night  without  any  accident  or  e\'en  incident, 
but  with  grvat  fatijjtic.  Mr.  Alston  apf>earH  .ho  <liHtre!»sctl  and  worn 
out  with  the  chilcr.s  frHting,  thut  it  retunis  un  me  with  redoubled 
forr-e.  ...  I  c'<)iifi*ss  I  fivl  inyjwlf  gnawing  <|uite  cmeis  on  the  journey, 
an<l  it  is  nallv  t(»  hv  ivarvii  that  unless  we  finish  soon  the  serene  tran- 
<|uillity  oi  niy  phuid  tenijHT  may  Ik*  injureti.  .  .  . 

The  hoy  han  f)erfe<*tly  recovereti.  He  remembers  you  astonish- 
inply.     He  is  con.stantly  rt*|>eating  that  you  are  gone  and  calling  after 
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you.    When  I  told  him  to  call  Mr.  Alston  grandfather,  *' Grandfather 
gone/*  tajTS  he. 

A  week  later,  on  October  29,  Theodosia  had 
reached  Lumberton,  South  Carolina. 

Thank  Heaven,  my  dear  father,  I  am  at  Lumberton,  and  within  a 
few  days  of  rest.  I  am  sick,  fatigued,  out  of  patience  and  on  the  rerj 
brink  of  being  out  of  temper.  Judge,  therefore,  if  I  am  not  in  great 
need  of  repose.  What  conduces  to  render  the  journey  unpleasant  is 
that  it  frets  the  boy,  who  has  acquired  two  jaw  teeth  since  he  left  you 
and  still  talks  of  Gampy. 

On  November  7,  Colonel  Burr  wrote  from  New 
York: 

All  is  sold,  and  well  sold:  not  all,  however.  The  house,  outhooMa, 
and  some  three  or  four  acres  remain.  Enough  to  keep  up  the  appear- 
ance, and  all  the  pleasant  recollections  of  your  infantine  days,  and 
some  of  vour  matronly  days  also,  are  reserved  with  interest.  Thb 
weighty  business,  however,  ui  completed,  and  a  huge  weight  b  taken 
from  the  head  and  shoulders,  and  every  other  part,  animal  and  intel- 
lectual, of  A.  B.  .  .  . 

If  little  Gamp  could  read,  I  should  write  to  him  volumes.  I  find  my 
thoughts  straying  to  him  every  hour  in  the  day,  and  think  more  of  him 
twenty  fold  than  of  you  two  together. 

Another  letter  to  Theodosia,  from  Washington^ 
December  4,  reads: 

The  manner  of  your  letters  pleases  me  "prodigiously.**  Hiere  is 
ease,  good  sense,  and  sprightliness.  That  from  Petersburgh  merits 
still  higher  encomium.  Tell  dear  little  Gampy  that  I  have  read  over 
his  letters  a  great  many  times,  and  with  great  admiration.  Mim. 
I^w,  to  whom  I  showed  it,  thinks  it  a  production  of  genius.  .  .  . 

Pray  take  immetliately  in  hand  some  book  that  requires  attentioii 
and  study.  You  will,  I  fear,  lose  the  habit  of  study,  which  would  be 
a  greater  misfortune  than  to  lose  your  head. 

Tlieodosia  was  happy  when  she  wrote  from 
ton  on  December  1,  180S: 
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Mj  health  is  infinitdy  improved,  and  I  attribute  it  to  nothing  hot 
the  continual  bustle  I  have  been  in  for  three  wedn  past.  What  a 
charming  thing  a  bustle  is.  Oh,  dear,  delightful  confusion.  It  gives 
a  circulation  to  the  blood,  an  activity  to  the  mind,  and  a  q>ring  to  the 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1803»  Colonel  Burr 
wrote  to  his  daughter  from  Washington: 

Your  letter  written  on  jour  return  from  seeing  Nathafie,  b  received. 
You  are  a  dear  good  little  girl  to  write  me  so;  and  of  dear  little  Gampjr, 
too,  so  much,  yet  never  enough.    God  bless  thee. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1803,  Theodosia  wrote 
to  her  father  from  Clifton: 

I  found  Nathalie  delighted  to  see  me,  and  still  prettj.  She  has 
grown  thinner;  much  thinner,  but  her  complexion  is  still  good,  thoogli 
more  languid.  The  loss  of  her  hair  Lh,  however,  an  alteration  for  the 
worse.  Her  crop  is  pretty,  but  not  half  so  much  so  as  her  fine  brown 
hair.  I  write  you  all  these  foolish  little  particulars,  because  jou  enter 
into  them  all;  or,  rather,  are  sensible  of  all  their  importance  to  us. 
Nathalie  has  a  lovely  little  daughter  called  after  her.  .  .  . 

Men  are  indubitably  bom  monkeys.  Gampy  imitates  me  in 
thing  I  do,  and  to-day  I  had  a  lesson  not  to  be  forgotten.  He 
playing  in  my  room  while  I  was  dressing;  quite  at  the  commenoement 
of  my  toilet,  in  fact,  m  dSsabille^  I  ran  out  in  the  entiy  to  call  my  maid; 
while  engaged  in  that  operation  I  turned  round  and  saw  my  lm)tlier*s 
door  opening  within  a  few  yanls  of  me;  girllike,  or  rather  babylike,  I 
ran  to  my  room,  threw  the  il(M)r  openly  violently,  and  uttering  a  scream, 
wsA  at  the  other  end  of  it  in  one  jump.  The  boy,  who  was  busily 
engaf^l  in  eating  mint  drops,  no  sooner  heard  me  scream  and  appear 
frif^hteni^d,  than  he  yelled  nioeit  loudly,  and,  running  to  me.  caught  mj 
clothc*s,  clenrhe<l  his  fistx,  and  appeared  really  alarmed  for  two  minutes. 
It  \%as  not  afTiKtaticm.  Do  vou  think  thi^  trait  ominous  of  a  coward? 
You  know  my  abhorrence  and  contempt  for  those  animals.  Really, 
I  have  \H^m  unvasy  ever  ^iiice  it  happened.  You  see,  I  follow  your 
injunction  to  the  letter.  How  do  you  Uke  this  essay?  Have  jrou  had 
enough  of  (tanipy  now  ? 

Oil  January  4,  1804,  Colonel  Burr  wrote  to  hi.s 
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daughter  from  Washington:  **This  is  only  to 
sure  you  that  I  am  in  perfect  health;  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  is  my  good  friend;  that  I  have  had  no 
duel  nor  quarrel  with  anybody,  and  have  not  been 
wounded  or  hurt." 

The  next  day  he  wrote:  "How  could  I  forget 
to  tell  you  the  very  important  event  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Jerome  Bonaparte  to  Miss  Patterson?  It 
took  place  on  Saturday,  the  24th  ult.  Mrs.  Caton 
approves  of  this  match,  and  therefore  A.  B.  does, 
for  he  greatly  respects  the  opinions  of  Mrs.  Caton." 

Colonel  Burr's  grandson  was  evidently  con- 
stantly in  his  mind.  On  January  17,  1804,  he 
wrote  from  Washington: 

Of  the  boy  you  never  say  enough.  Nothing  about  his  French  in 
your  last.  I  hope  you  talk  to  him  much  in  French,  and  EHeooore 
always.  .  .  . 

Madame  Bonaparte  passed  a  week  here.  She  is  a  charmini^  fittle 
woman;  just  the  size  and  nearly  the  figure  of  Theodosia  Burr  Alston; 
by  some  thought  a  little  like  her;  perhaps  not  so  well  in  the  shouklen: 
dresses  with  taste  and  simplicity  (by  some  thought  too  free);  has  aciiae, 
and  spirit,  and  sprightliness.  .  .  . 

I  want  a  French  translation  of  the  (Constitution  of  the  United  Stales, 
and.  for  the  purpose,  send  you  a  copy  in  English.  It  will,  I  fear,  be  a 
great  labor  to  you;  but  I  cannot  get  it  done  here,  and  it  may  not  be 
useless  to  you  to  burnish  up  your  French  a  little.  .  .  . 

You  do  not  say  whether  the  boy  knows  his  letters.  I  am  sure  he 
may  now  be  taught  them,  and  then  put  a  pen  into  his  hand  and  act  him 
to  imitate  them.  He  may  read  and  write  before  he  is  three  yean  old. 
This,  with  speaking  French,  would  make  him  a  tolerably  acoompliaKed 
lad  of  that  age,  and  worthy  of  his  blood. 

Burr  was  undoubtedly  interested  in  Washington 
Irving.  On  January  29  he  i«iTote  from  Wash- 
ington to  Theodosia: 
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There  it  no  end  to  the  troaUe  such  a  baggige  givci  me.  AtmtlMig 
thing  ocean  whidi*  fonooth,  mmt  be  tent  to  her  too.  It  would  not, 
peffJMtpe,  merit  to  hi|^  an  honor  at  that  of  being  penited  bgr  jonr  •  •  • 
cjet  ud  toudied  by  your  fair  handt,  but  that  it  it  the  prodnctioa  of  a 
youth  (Wathington  Irving),  of  about  nineteen,  the  youngeil  brother 
of  Dr.  Peter  Irving,  of  New  York. 

Colonel  Burr  was  wrong  in  stating  the  age  of 
Washington  Irving,  who  redly  was  fourteen  months 
older  than  Theodosia. 

On  April  3,  1804,  Colond  Burr  wrote  from  New 
York  to  Theodosia: 

I  hasten  to  acknowledge  your  kxig,  interesting,  and  beautiful  letter 
of  the  14th.  It  is  recoved  thit  morning,  and  findt  me  in  the  midil 
of  occupations  connected  with  the  approaching  dection.  Of  ooune, 
every  minute,  interruptions.  .  .  .  You  improve  greatly  in  your  style 
and  manner  of  writing.  A  little  more  pains  and  a  little  more  reading* 
and  you  will  exceed  Lady  Mar}*  W.  Montague.  Practice,  however, 
is  indLspenHable.  The  art  of  writing  is  an  acquirement,  as  mudi  at 
mu^ic  or  dancing.  ...  As  you  have  a  great  taste  for  mischief,  I  send 
you  a  new  papiT  (I'he  Corrector,  by  Toby  Tickler)  established  in  this 
city,  by  whom  edited  unknown.  Some  of  the  numbers  are  allowed  to 
have  wit.     Whether  these  have  any  I  know  not.    God  bless  thee. 

On  April  25,  1804,  he  invited  Theodosia  and 
her  husband  to  come  to  New  York. 

You  take  Richmond  Hill:  bring  no  horse  nor  carriage.  I  have  got 
a  nice,  new,  beautiful  little  chariot,  very  light,  on  an  entirely  new  con- 
5tnjction.  invented  by  the  Mce-president.  Now,  these  two  machines 
are  Ae\'erally  adapted  to  two  horses,  and  you  may  take  your  dioice 
f>f  them.  (  >f  horses,  I  have  five;  three  alwavs  and  whollv  at  vour  devo- 
tion.  and  the  whole  five  occasionally.  Harry  and  Sam  are  both  good 
cosu'hnion,  cither  at  your  orders.  Of  ser\'ants,  there  are  enough  for 
family  purposes.  KUH)nore,  however,  must  attend  you,  for  the  sake 
nf  the  heir  apparent.  You  will  want  no  others,  as  there  are  at  my  hou^e 
Hcf^-,  Nancy,  and  a  girl  of  about  eleven.  Mr.  Alston  may  bring  a 
fo«>tnian.     Anything  further  will  l>e  useless;  he  may,  however,  bring 
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six  or  eight  of  them  if  he  like.  The  celkn  mnd  gmrrets  are  wdl  ftocfced 
with  wine,  having  had  a  great  supply  last  fall.  I  shall  take  rooms  (a 
house,  etc.)  in  town,  but  will  live  with  you  as  mudi  or  as  little  aa  joo 
may  please  and  as  we  can  agree;  but  my  establishment  at  Richmood 
HiU  must  remain,  whether  you  come  or  not. 


In  his  letter  of  May  1  he  referred  again  to 
grandson:  **Of  the  boy  you  have  been  remarkably 
reserved  in  your  last  two  letters.  I  conclude,  how- 
ever, that  he  cannot  be  dead,  as  you  would,  prob- 
ably, have  thought  that  circumstance  worthy  of 
being  mentioned;  at  least  in  a  postscript.  Now, 
Nathalie  has  written  me  a  whole  page  about  her 
gW,  for  which  I  am  very  grateful." 

Still  more  about  his  grandson  in  his  letter  of 
June  11: 

The  letter  of  A.  B.  A.  at  the  foot  of  yours,  was  far  the  most  inter- 
esting. I  have  studied  every  pothook  and  trammel  of  his  first  literaiy 
performance  to  see  what  rays  of  genius  could  be  discovered.  Yon 
remember  our  friend  Schweitzer,  nephew  and  pupil  of  Lavater.  He 
used  to  in.Hi5t  that  as  mudi  was  to  be  inferred  from  the  handwritiiig 
as  from  the  face.  I  showed  him  a  letter  from  a  man  of  great  fame  and 
he  saw  genius  in  every  stroke.  I  then  produced  a  letter  from  an  arraal 
blockhead  and  great  knave,  but  so  like  the  other  as  not  to  be  <fisliB- 
gulnhed,  at  least  by  my  unphysiognomical  discernment.  He  acknowl- 
edged that  there  was  a  resemblance  to  an  ignorant  eye,  but,  said  be, 
triumphantly,  this  (latter)  could  never  have  made  that  scratch,  which 
sybilifttic  scratch  was  the  mere  prolongation  of  the  last  letter  of  the 
last  word  in  a  sentence.  Now  it  occurs  to  me  that  one  of  A.  B.  A.*s 
scratches  is  exactly  in  the  line  of  genius,  according  to  Schweitacr; 
and  surely  more  may  be  presumed  from  the  instinctive  effort  of  un- 
tutored  infancy  than  from  the  labored  essay  of  scientific  cuhivatioB. 
To  aid  your  observation  in  this  line,  I  pray  you  to  read  Martinaa 
Scriblerius. 

A  still  further  reference  to  his  grandson  occun 
in  Colonel  Burr*s  letter  of  June  24: 
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I  do  not  like  the  boy  looking  pale  to  enriy  in  the  ieaioo.  It  aigiMi 
ill;  but  I  like  mudi  his  heroism  and  gallantly.  You  cannot  think  hofw 
mudi  these  little  details  amuse  and  interest  me.  If  you  were  quite 
mistress  of  natural  philosophy,  he  would  now  be  acquiring  a  knoid- 
edge  of  various  brandies,  particulariy  natural  history,  botany  and 
diymistiy.  Pursue  these  studies  and  also  that  of  language.  For 
fifty  dollars  you  may  get,  in  Philaddphia,  a  diymical  apparatus,  put 
up  in  a  snujl  box,  with  which  more  than  one  hundred  experiments 
may  be  tried. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1804,  Colonel  Burr  wrote 
to  his  daughter: 

Having  been  shivering  with  cold  all  day,  though  in  perfect  health* 
I  have  now,  just  at  sunset,  had  a  fire  in  my  library,  and  am  sitting 
near  it  and  enjoying  it,  if  that  word  be  applicable  to  anything  done 
in  solitude.     Some  very  wise  man,  however,  has  exclaimed. 


'*  Oh,  fools,  who  think  it  solitude  to  be  alone. 


•• 


With  this  letter  closed  the  correspondence  be- 
tween father  and  daughter,  which  had  continued 
through  three  years  of  her  married  life.  As  Burr 
sat  in  his  library  that  day  alone,  he  may  have  had 
a  premonition  of  the  future.  Ex-Governor  George 
('linton  had  been  elected  to  succeed  him  as  Vice- 
president.  He  had  failed  to  secure  an  election 
as  (lovernor  of  New  York,  and  his  political  war- 
fare was  over,  for  a  time  at  least.  On  the  17th 
of  the  preceding  month,  he  had  written  to 
Judge  Van  Ness,  requesting  him  to  call  upon 
him  the  following  morning,  on  the  18th.  The 
first  letter  to  Hamilton  had  been  ^vTitten  two  days 
later.  On  the  3d  of  July  Mr.  Van  Ness  paid 
another  visit  to  Mr.  Pendleton;  and  after  a  few 
subse(|uent  interviews,  the  time  when  the  parties 
were   to   meet    was   ultimately   fixed   upon   for  the 
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morning  of  the  11th  of  July.  It  is  sure,  then, 
that  when  Burr  sat  in  his  h'brary  ""  shivering  with 
cold**  on  the  first  day  of  July,  that  he  was  aware 
of  the  impending  meeting.  But  he  said  nothing 
of  it  in  his  letter  to  his  daughter.  Within  a  fort- 
night from  the  date  of  that  letter,  Theodosia  was 
to  meet  with  the  first  great  affliction  of  her  young 
life. 


CHAPTER  Xn 

HER  GREAT  AFFLICTIONB 

THREE  years  of  happy,  wedded  life  to  be  fd- 
lowed  by  three  times  that  of  sorrow,  grief, 
almost  despair,  and,  finally,  death  in  a  strange  manner 
among  strangers.  If  the  hand  of  Fate  could  have 
warned  her  to  leave  the  South  and  stay  with  her 
father,  what  a  parting  of  the  ways  there  would 
have  been.  One  road  led  to  happiness  and  long 
life.  Her  husband  would  have  followed  her,  for 
he  loved  her  more  than  wealth  or  fame.  The  road 
she  took  —  we  all  know  how  devious  was  the  way 
and  how  dark  the  night  that  closed  in  upon  those 
she  loved,  and,  at  last,  upon  herself. 

Within  eight  years  there  came  to  her  five  great 
afflictions.  One  such  would  have  unnerved  an 
ordinan*  woman,  ))ut  her  teacher  had  made  her 
a  combination  of  velvet  and  steel.  This  deft  inter- 
lacing of  womanly  sweetness  of  heart  with  manly 
hardihood  of  soul  carried  her  through  all  her  trials 
--to  the  supreme  one;  how  she  bore  that,  no  mor- 
tal voice  has  ever  told,  but  we  are  sure  it  must  have 
lK»cn  with  the  faith  of  a  Christian  and  the  bravery 
of  a  Spartan. 

Ix't  us  then  accompany  her  through  her  five  vales 
of  trouble  —  a  journey  pitiful  and  sorrowful,  but 
enlivened    by    such    displays    of    wifely    affection. 
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motherly  tenderness,  and  filial  love,  that  the  story 
becomes  almost  entrancing  from  the  human  sjrm- 
pathy  that  it  evokes  in  the  reader.  Many  pens  have 
written  the  story  of  her  self-abn^ation.  With 
these  as  a  guide  and  inspiration,  the  hand  that 
writes  it  again  must  not  falter  nor  fail. 

Her  father's  duel  with  Hamilton,  followed  so 
quickly  by  his  political  and  social  ostracism;  her 
own  physical  condition  which  led  her  to  write  the 
pathetic  letter  of  farewell  to  her  husband  and  son; 
her  father's  arrest  for  treason,  and  the  nerve  and 
soul  tension  of  the  trial  at  Richmond;  her  father's 
exile  in  Europe,  beyond  the  reach  of  her  love  or 
assistance;  and  the  early  death  of  her  cherished 
boy,  were  the  great  afflictions  of  her  young  life. 

Theodosia  was  proud,  and,  like  her  father,  not 
inclined  to  show  the  white  feather  to  either  friends 
or  enemies.  Husband  and  father,  however,  were 
within  a  charmed  circle,  and  to  them  her  heart 
could  speak.  What  she  said  to  her  husband  no 
one  knows,  but  in  her  letters  to  her  father  are  found 
susfx'nse,  anxiety,  fear,  sometimes  almost  despair, 
to  which  he  returned  strenuous  commands  to  pre- 
serve her  self-possession  and  not  betray  her  inward 
feelings  to  the  world. 

It  seems  almost  incomprehensible  that  Burr  could 
sit  in  his  library  when  he  knew  that  the  meeting 
with  Hamilton  was  imminent,  and  yet  write  his 
daughter  a  commonplace  letter  about  some  books 
being  wrongly  shipped  from  London,  adding  there- 
to a  few  bits  of  New  York  gossip  about  ladies  of 
prominence  or  fashion  who  were,  presumably, 
known  to  Theodosia.    And  yet»  a  father's  love  may 
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have  prompted  this  reticence.  He  knew  her  dis- 
position, and  to  tell  her  that  he  was  to  imperil  his 
life,  and  then  doom  her  to  three  weeks'  suspense 
before  she  could  know  the  outcome  of  the  affairt 
was  an  unnecessaiy  cruelty.  So  his  letter,  written 
the  evening  before  the  duel,  was  a  farewell  to  her, 
and  to  earth.  He  had  not  credited  his  coming 
antagonist  with  so  much  generosity  and  magna- 
nimity as  to  suppose  that  he  would  offer  himself 
as  a  target  and  forfeit  his  rights  as  a  principal. 
Burr  had  every  reason  to  think  that  his  life  was  in 
danger,  but  he  broke  the  news  to  his  daughter  as 
calmly  as  though  he  contemplated  a  trip  to  her 
Southern  home. 

In  his  letter  to  his  daughter  he  did  not  mention 
the  duel.  In  that  to  his  son-in-law  at  the  close 
he  said  simply;  **I  have  called  out  General  Ham- 
ilton and  we  meet  to-morrow  morning.  Van  Ness 
will  give  you  the  particulars.  The  preceding  has 
)>een  written  in  contemplation  of  this  event.  If 
it  shall  be  my  lot  to  fall,  yet  I  shall  live  in  you  and 
your  son.  I  commit  to  you  all  that  is  most  dear 
to  me  —  my  reputation  and  my  daughter.  Your 
talents  and  your  attachment  will  be  the  guardian 
of  the  one  —  your  kindness  and  your  generosity 
of  the  other/' 

Who  can  see  in  this,  braviulo,  or  a  revengeful 
sj)irit?  If  he  had  felt  it,  would  not  he,  his  last 
night  on  earth,  f>erhaps,  have  expressed  it  to  one 
so  near  and  dear  to  him?  Smarting  with  his 
wrongs,  wonid  he  not,  for  once,  have  attempted 
self-jnstification  ?  He  wrote  like  a  gentleman  — 
no    hint    of    premeditated    murder  —  no    threat    of 
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assassination  —  in  a  meeting  conducted  according 
to  the  code  duello  in  force  at  the  time.  The  duel 
took  place  on  July  11,  1804. 

Parton  (81)  thus  refers  to  Theodosia*s  state  of 
mind  after  the  duel:  **The  next  news  Theodosia 
received  from  her  father  was  that  he  was  a  fugi- 
tive from  the  sudden  abhorrence  of  his  fellow-cit- 
izens; that  an  indictment  for  murder  was  hanging 
over  his  head;  that  his  career  in  New  York  was, 
in  all  probahih'ty,  over  forever;  and  that  he  was 
destined  to  be,  for  a  time,  a  wanderer  on  the  earth. 
Her  happy  days  were  at  an  end.  She  never  blamed 
her  father  for  this,  or  for  any  act  of  his;  on  the 
contrary,  she  accepted,  without  questioning,  his  own 
version  of  the  facts,  and  his  own  view  olf  the  mo- 
rality of  what  he  had  done.  He  had  formed  her 
mind  and  tutored  her  conscience.  He  was  her 
conscience.  But  though  she  censured  him  not, 
her  days  and  nights  were  embittered  by  anxiety 
from  this  time  to  the  last  day  of  her  life.** 

While  we  must  agree  with  Parton  as  to  the  anxiety 
caused  by  her  father's  misfortunes,  letters  already 
quoted  from,  or  to  be  used  in  part,  show  that  Theo- 
dosia had  a  conscience  of  her  own.  It  was  not 
her  conscience  that  approved;  it  was  her  love  that 
condoned,  and  ever  hoped  for  the  l^est.  Theodosia 
was  a  creation^  not  a  replica  of  her  father.  If  she 
had  marrieil  Washington  Irving  or  some  North- 
ern man,  and  had  made  her  home  with,  or  near, 
her  father,  her  influence  and  her  love,  combined 
with  his  intense  regard  for  her,  would  have  pre- 
vented! the  duel  with  Hamilton  and  its  subsequent 
mistakes    and    misfortunes.     To   doubt   this   would 
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remove  the  confidence  felt  by  many  a  woman  who 
has  read  her  story  that  she^  by  her  love,  may  re* 
claim  a  husband  or  father  whose  path  is  devious. 

On  August  8  Burr  wrote  from  Philadelphia 
to  Colonel  Alston,  but  for  his  daughter's  eye:  "Have 
no  anxiety  about  the  issue  of  this  business/'  To 
Theodosia  the  day  preceding:  *' Don't  let  me  have 
the  idea  that  you  are  dissatisfied  with  me  a  mo- 
ment. I  can't  just  now  endure  it.  At  another 
time  you  may  play  the  Juno  if  you  please."  To 
Theodosia  on  August  S:  '*You  will  find  the 
papers  filled  with  all  manner  of  nonsense  and  lies. 
Among  other  things,  accounts  of  attempts  to  assas- 
sinate me.  These,  I  assure  you,  are  mere  fables. 
Those  who  wish  me  dead  pr^er  to  keep  at  a  veiy 
respectful  distance." 

On  September  15  he  wrote  from  St.  Simon's: 
'"It  will  compel  me  to  abandon  the  hope  of  seeing 
you  until  the  last  of  February.  On  this,  as  on  all 
other  occasions^  let  me  find  that  you  exhibit  the 
firmness  which  I   have  been  proud  to  ascribe  to 


vou. 


In  October,  1804,  Burr  met  his  daughter  and 
son-in-law.  By  the  23d  he  had  reached  Fayette- 
ville  on  his  way  to  Washington  to  preside  over  the 
Senate  in  December. 

On  October  31  he  wrote  Theodosia:  "How  faith- 
fully I  return  you  the  paper  which  you  lent  me  at 
Stateshurgh.  This  is  the  last  sheet,  and  I  think 
vou  will  have  received  hack  all  but  one  of  them." 

Despite  the  brightness,  almost  levity,  of  Burr's 
letters  at  this  time,  it  is  evident  that  his  daughter 
was  not  wholly  convinced,  or  he  would  not  have 


/ 
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written  her:  "You  treat  with  too  much  gravity 
the  New  Jersey  affair  (an  indictment  for  murder). 
It  should  be  considered  as  a  farce*  and  you  will 
yet  see  it  terminated  so  as  to  leave  only  ridicule 
and  contempt  to  its  abettors." 

Theodosia  was  still  uneasy  in  her  mind  as  re- 
garded her  father's  safety  from  prosecution.  On 
March  10,  1805,  he  wrote,  from  Washington,  the 
session  of  Congress  having  closed:  **Your  anxi- 
eties about  me  evince  a  sort  of  sickly  sensibility 
which  indicates  that  you  are  not  well.  I  fear  that 
you  are  suffering  a  debility,  arising  from  climate 
or  other  cause,  which  affects  lK)th  mind  and  body. 
When  you  are  in  health  you  have  no  sort  of  solic- 
itude or  apprehension  about  me;  you  confide  that, 
under  any  circumstances,  I  am  able  to  fulfil  your 
expectations  and  your  wishes.  Resume,  I  pray 
you,  this  confidence,  so  flattering  to  me,  so  consol- 
ing to  yourself,  may  I  add,  so  justly  founded.'* 

No  doubt  his  daughter's  ill-health  was  the  result 
of  her  anxiety  and  her  fears  for  her  father's  safety. 
Still  in  Philadelphia,  he  wrote,  on  April  10:  **I 
rejoice  that  your  nerves  are  in  better  tone,  for  truly, 
in  some  of  your  letters,  I  could  scarcely  recognize 
my  daughter." 

On  April  30,  Burr  was  at  Pittsburgh,  making 
ready  for  his  Western  and  Southern  trip.  He  thus 
described  his  boat  or  **ark":  "My  boat  is,  prop- 
erly speaking,  a  floating  house,  sixty  feet  by 
fourteen,  containing  dining-room,  kitchen  with  fire- 
place, and  two  bedrooms,  roofed  from  stem  to 
stern;  steps  to  go  up  and  a  walk  on  the  top  the 
whole  length;  glass  windows,  etc.    This  edifice  cost 
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me  one  hundred  and  thiii7-three  dollars^  and  how 
it  can  be  made  for  that  sum  passes  my  compre- 
hension/' 

His  trip  took  six  months,  during  which  time  he 
visited  Wheeling  (now  in  West  Viiginia),  Marietta 
and  Cincinnati  (Ohio),  Lexington  (Kentud^), 
Nashville  (Tennessee),  Natchez  (Mississippi),  and 
New  Orleans  (Louisiana).  On  his  return  trip 
he  again  visited  Nashville  and  remained  a  week  with 
General  Jackson.  Thence  to  Louisiana  and  SL 
Louis;  then  east  again  to  Berkeley  Springs,  which 
he  reached  on  October  20,  where  he  expected  to 
meet  his  daughter  and  her  husband. 

How  was  it  with  Theodosia  during  this  long 
absence?  Her  health  was  poor,  for  in  a  letter 
written  to  Colonel  Alston  from  Washington,  on 
Noveinl>er  29,  Burr  says:  "My  solicitude  about 
the  health  of  Theodosia  is  no  way  relieved  by  the 
sort  of  recovery  of  which  she  advises  me.  The 
boy,  too,  has  a  relapse  of  the  ague,  a  disease  of  all 
others  the  most  fatal  to  the  infant  constitution, 
(jrreat  God!  \Miat  sacrifices  do  you  make,  and 
to  what  end?  These  solicitudes  poison  all  my 
enjoyments,  and  often  unfit  me  for  business.  Being 
apprized  ...  of  the  engagements  and  ties  which 
will  prevent  you,  at  least  for  some  months,  from 
leaving  South  Carolina,  I  determine,  at  any  sacri- 
fice, to  rescue  Theodosia  and   (her)  son." 

The  world  would  never  have  known  Theodosia*s 
enfeebled  (condition  while  her  father  was  on  his 
travels,  had  not,  several  years  after  her  disappear- 
ance, a  trunk  been  found  in  her  house  in  South 
Carolina,    which    contained    a    letter    addressed    as 
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follows:  *'To  my  husband.    To  be  delivered  after 
my  death,  and  before  my  burial/* 

August  6,  1805. 

Whether  it  ia  the  effect  of  extreme  debility  and  disordered  nerret* 
or  whether  it  is  really  presentiment,  the  existence  of  whidi  I  have  bcco 
often  told  of,  and  always  doubted,  I  cannot  tell;  but  something  whispen 
me  that  my  end  approaches.  In  vain  I  reason  with  myself:  in  vain  I 
occupy  my  mind,  and  seek  to  fix  my  attention  on  other  subjects;  there 
b  about  me  that  dreadful  heaviness  and  sinking  of  the  heart,  that  awful 
foreboding,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  divest  m^-self.  Perhaps  I  am 
now  standing  on  the  brink  of  eternity;  and  ere  1  plunge  in  the  femiful 
abyss,  I  have  some  few  requests  to  make. 

I  wish  your  sisters  (one  of  them,  it  is  immaterial  whidi)  would 
select  from  my  clothes  certain  things  which,  they  will  easily  perceive, 
belonged  to  my  mother,  lliese,  with  whatever  lace  they  find  in  a 
large  trunk  in  a  garret-room  of  the  Oaks  house,  added  to  a  little  satin- 
wood  box  (the  largest,  and  having  a  lock  and  key),  and  a  black  satin 
embroidered  box,  with  a  pin-cushion;  all  these  things  I  wish  they  would 
put  together  in  one  trunk,  and  send  them  to  Frederick  with  the  endoaed 
letter.  1  prefer  him,  for  Bartow*s  wife  would  have  little  respect  for 
what,  however  trifling  it  may  appear,  I  nevertheless  deem  sacred. 

I  beg  Sister  Maria  m-ill  acce|)t  of  my  watch-ring.  She  will  find  a 
locket  which  she  gave  me,  containing  the  hair  of  her  mother;  she  had 
better  take  it.  If  the  lace  in  my  wardwobe  at  the  Oaks  be  of  any  use 
to  (^harlotte,  I  beg  she  m*ill  take  it,  or  anything  else  she  wishes.  Mj 
heart  is  with  those  dear  amiable  sisters,  to  give  them  something  worth 
preser\'ing  in  recollection  of  me;  but  they  know  that  a  warm  friendship 
is  all  I  have  to  give. 

Return  to  mamma  the  eagle  she  gave  me.  Should  an  opportunity 
to  Catharine  Brown  ever  occur,  send  her  a  |>earl  necklace,  a  small 
diamond  ring,  a  little  pair  of  coral  tablets,  which  are  among  my  trinkets 
at  the  Oaks.  I  pray  you,  my  dear  husband,  send  Bartow *s  daughter 
some  present  for  me,  and  to  himself  and  Frederick  a  lock  of  my  hair. 
Return  Nathalie  the  little  desk  she  gave  me,  accompanied  by  assurancca 
of  my  affectionate  recollection,  and  a  ring  of  my  hair.  Remember 
me  to  Sally,  who  is  truly  amiable,  and  whom  I  sincerely  esteem. 

I  beg  also  you  will  write  immediately  to  New  York,  forwarding  aone 
money  for  the  comfortable  support  of  Peggy  until  my  father  can  pn>- 
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Yide  for  her.    Do  nol  peimil  grief  al  the  low  of  me  to  lender  joa  foi^ 
getf  111  of  this,  for  the  poor  creeture  may  expire  of  want  in  the  meantime 
I  beg  this  may  be  attended  to  without  dday. 

To  you,  my  beloved,  I  leave  our  diild;  the  diild  of  my  boeom,  who 
was  once  a  put  of  myself,  and  from  whom  I  shall  shortly  be  separated 
by  the  cold  grave.  You  love  him  now;  henceforth  love  him  for  me 
also.  And  oh,  my  husband,  attend  to  thb  last  prayer  of  a  doting 
mother.  Never,  never  listen  to  what  any  other  person  teDs  you  of 
him.  Be  yourself  his  judge  on  all  occasions.  He  has  faults;  seethem* 
and  correct  them  yoursdf .  Desist  not  an  instant  from  your  endeavom 
to  secure  his  confidence.  It  b  a  work  whidi  requires  as  much  uni- 
formity of  conduct  as  warmth  of  affection  towards  him«  I  know,  my 
beloved,  that  you  can  perceive  what  is  right  on  this  subject  as  on  eveij 
other.  But  recollect,  these  are  the  last  words  I  can  ever  utter.  It  will 
tranquillize  my  last  moments  to  have  disburdened  mysdf  of  them. 

I  fear  you  will  scarcely  be  able  to  rrad  this  scrawl,  but  I  feel  huiried 
and  aptated .  Death  is  not  welcome  to  me.  I  confess  it  b  ever  dreaded. 
You  have  made  me  too  fond  of  life.  Adieu,  then,  thou  kind,  thou 
tender  husband.  Adieu,  friend  of  my  heart.  May  heaven  prosper 
you,  and  may  we  meet  hereafter.  Adieu;  perhaps  we  may  never  see 
each  other  again  in  this  world.  You  are  away:  I  wished  to  hold  you 
fast  and  pre\'ent  you  from  gt^ing  this  morning.  But  He  who  b  wisdom 
itnelf  ordains  e\'enU:  we  must  submit  to  them.  Least  of  all  should  I 
murmur.  I,  on  whom  so  many  blessings  have  been  showered  —  whoae 
davn  have  been  numbered  bv  bounties  —  who  have  had  such  a  hus- 
hand,  such  a  child,  such  a  father.  Oh,  pardon  me,  my  God,  if  I  regret 
leaving  these.  I  resign  myself.  Adieu,  once  more,  and  for  the  last 
time,  my  beloved.  Speak  of  me  often  to  our  son.  I^et  him  love  the 
mcmon*  of  his  mother,  and  let  him  know  how  he  was  loved  by  her. 
Your  wife,  your  fond  wife, 

Thbo. 

l>et  iiiv  fnthrr  s«»e  mv  son  si>metime».  Do  not  be  unkind  towards 
him  whom  I  ha\«*  1(»ve<l  so  nuirh,  I  bese(*ch  you.  Bum  all  my  papers 
f\(fpt  iii\  f:ithrr*>  httrrs.  whirh  I  lM*g  vou  to  return  to  him.  Adieu, 
IIIV  <\v(N  t  l)n\ .  I^ivt'  your  father;  Im*  grateful  and  affectionate  to  him 
uMIr  \\r  liv<>.  !)«'  thr  pri«i«'  of  his  meridian,  the  support  of  hb  depart- 
ing' <lay>  He  all  that  he  wishes:  for  he  made  your  mother  happy. 
Oh'  nn  heavrnlv  Father,  hh-ss  thrm  both.     If  it  is  i>ermitted,  I  will 
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hover  round  jou,  and  guard  you,  and  intercede  for  jrou.     I  hope  for 
happiness  in  the  next  world,  for  I  have  not  been  bad  in  this. 

I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  say  that  I  charge  you  not  lo  allow  me  lo 
be  stripped  and  washed,  as  is  usual.  I  am  pure  enough  thus  lo  return 
to  dust.  Why,  then,  expose  my  person  ?  Pray,  see  to  this.  If  it  does 
not  appear  contradictory  or  silly,  I  beg  to  be  kept  as  long  as  poMible 
before  I  am  consigned  to  the  earth. 

From  January,  1806,  until  August  in  the  same  year. 
Colonel  Burr  passed  his  time  principally  in  Wash- 
ington and  Philadelphia.  In  August  he  began  his 
second  Western  tour,  again  visited  Blennerhassett 
Island,  went  down  the  Mississippi,  and  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1807,  was  arrested  by  order  of  President 
Jefferson  for  treason,  and  taken  to  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, for  trial.  We  now  reach  the  third  of  Theo- 
dosia's  great  afflictions. 

Burr's  first  letter  to  his  daughter  after  his  arrest 
was  dated  Richmond,  March  27,  1807. 

My  military  escort  ha^nng  arrived  at  Fredericksburgh,  oo  our  way 
to  Washinf^on,  there  met  a  special  messenger  with  orders  tocoarer 
me  to  this  place.  Hither  we  came  forthwith  and  arrived  last  evening. 
It  seems  that  here  the  business  is  to  be  tried  and  concluded.  I  am 
to  be  surrendered  to  the  civil  authority  to-morrow,  when  the  question 
of  bail  m'ill  be  determined.  In  the  meantime,  I  remain  at  the  Eagle 
tavern. 

On  April  26.  a  month  later,  he  wrote  her:  **Your 
letters  of  the  10th  and  those  preceding  seemed  to 
indicate  a  sort  of  stu|)or:  but  now  you  will  rise  into 
phren.sy.  Another  ten  days  will,  it  is  hoped,  have 
brought  you  back  to  reason/*  He  added,  referring, 
dou)>tless,  to  one  of  her  previous  letters:  **It  ought 
not.  however,  to  l)e  forgotten  that  the  (your)  letter 
of  the  15th  was  written  under  a  paroxysm  of  the 
tooUiache/' 
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It  b  not  intended  here  to  consider  in  any  way  the 
trial  of  Colonel  Burr  at  Richmond.  That  considera- 
tion  is  reserved  for  another  volume;  in  fact,  will 
require  a  volume  of  itself.  The  presentation  of 
Theodosia's  connection  with  the  trial  is,  however, 
needed  here,  and  portions  of  available  material  that 
relate  to  her  will  be  given  briefly. 

Theodosia  did  not  reach  Richmond  until  the  end 
of  July.  On  June  24  her  father  wrote:  ^'I  b^  and 
expect  it  of  you  that  you  will  conduct  yourself  as 
becomes  my  daughter,  and  that  you  manifest  no 
signs  of  weakness  or  alarm.'' 

June  so,  1807. 

Of  myself  you  could  expect  to  hear  nothing  new;  jet  something 
new  and  unexpected  was  moved  yesterday.  The  counsel  for  the 
prosecution  proposed  to  the  court  that  Aaron  Burr  should  be  sent  to 
the  |>enitentiary  for  safe  keeping,  and  stated  that  the  governor  and 
council  had  offered  to  provide  me  with  an  apartment  in  the  third  aUxj 
of  that  building.  This  is  extremely  kind  and  obliging  in  the  gover- 
nor and  his  council,  llie  distance,  however,  would  render  it  so  in- 
convenient to  my  counsel  to  visit  me,  that  I  should  prefer  to  remain 
where  I  am;  yet  the  rooms  proposed  are  said  to  be  airy  and  healthy. 


July  S,  1807. 

I  have  three  rooms  in  the  third  story  of  the  penitentiary,  making 
an  extent  of  one  hundred  feet.  My  jailer  is  quite  a  polite  and  civil 
man  —  altogether  unlike  the  idea  one  would  form  of  a  jailer.  You 
would  have  laughed  to  have  heard  our  compliments  the  fint 
eveninjf. 

Jailer:  I  hope.  sir.  it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  you  if  I  should 
l<K>k  this  door  after  dark. 

liurr:  By  no  means,  sir;  I  should  prefer  it  to  keep  out  intruders. 

Jailer:  It  is  our  ni.stom,  sir,  to  extinguish  all  lights  at  nine  o*dock: 
I  hop>e,  «iir.  you  will  have  no  objection  to  conform  to  that. 

Burr:  "^rhat.  sir.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  impossible;  for  I  never  go  to 
be<i  till  twelve,  and  always  bum  two  candles. 
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JaUer:  Very  well,  sir;  just  as  you  please.  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  it  had  been  otherwise;  but  as  you  please,  sir. 

While  I  have  been  writing,  different  servants  have  arrived  with 
messages,  notes,  and  inquiries,  bringing  oranges,  lemons,  pineapples* 
raspberries,  apricots,  cream,  butter,  ice,  and  some  ordinary  artidea. 

July  6,  1807. 

My  friends  and  acquaintances  of  both  sexes  are  permitted  to  vuit 
me  without  interruption,  without  inquiring  their  business,  and  with- 
out the  presence  of  a  spy.  It  is  well  that  I  have  an  ante-diamber, 
or  I  should  often  be  ghU  with  visitors. 

If  you  come,  I  can  give  you  a  bcdn>om  and  parlour  on  this  floor. 
The  bedroom  has  three  large  closets,  and  it  is  a  much  more  com- 
modious one  than  you  ever  had  in  your  hfe.  Remember,  no  agitar 
tions,  no  complaints,  no  fears  or  anxieties  on  the  road,  or  I  renounce 
thee. 

July  24,  1807. 

I  want  an  independent  and  discerning  witness  to  my  conduct  and 
to  that  of  the  government.  The  scenes  which  have  passed,  and  IhoK 
about  to  be  transacted,  will  exceed  all  reasonable  credibility,  and 
will  hereafter  be  deemed  fables,  unless  attested  by  very  high  authority. 

I  repeat  what  has  heretofore  been  written,  that  I  should  never 
invite  anyone,  much  less  those  so  dear  to  me,  to  witness  my  disgrace. 
I  may  be  immured  in  dungeons,  chained,  murdered  in  legal  fonn« 
but  I  cannot  be  humiliated  or  disgraced.  If  absent,  you  will  suffer 
great  solicitude.  In  my  presence  you  will  feel  none,  whatever  may 
be  the  malice  or  the  powtr  61  my  enemies,  and  in  both  they  abound. 

Julv  SO,  1807. 

• 

I  am  informed  that  some  good-natured  people  here  have  provided 
you  a  house,  and  furnished  it,  a  few  steps  from  my  town  house.  I  had 
also  made  a  temporary  provision  for  you  in  my  townhouse,  whither  I 
shall  remove  on  Sunday;  but  I  will  not,  if  I  can  possibly  avoid  it« 
move  before  your  arrival,  having  a  great  desire  to  rtceivt  you  ail  in 
this  mansion.  Pray,  therefore,  drive  directly  out  here.  You  may 
get  a<lniission  at  any  time  from  four  in  the  morning  till  ten  at  night 
Write  me  by  the  mail  from  Peteisburgh,  that  I  may  know  of  your 
approach.  (On  this  letter  is  endorwd,  in  Theodoaia's  handwriting, 
** Received  on  our  approach  to  Richmond.     How  happy  it  made  me!**) 
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Parton  (82)  says:  "A  messenger  bore  the  news  of 
the  acquittal  to  Theodosia.  HVhile  her  father  was 
insisting  upon  his  right  to  a  more  am[rfe  vindication 
at  the  hands  of  the  jury*  she  was  writing  the  intdli- 
gence  to  a  dear  friend,  Uie  wife  of  one  of  her  mother's 
sons,  in  whose  family  archives  it  b  still  preserved/* 
Parton  adds  that  he  was  permitted  to  copy  the  part 
that  follows,  as  it  related  to  Colonel  Burr. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  menage  from  ooort  annoandiig  to 
me  that  the  juiy  has  brought  in  a  rerdict  of  acquittal,  and  I  hailen 
to  infonn  you  of  it,  my  dear,  to  aUay  the  anxiety  which*  with  enn 
more  than  your  usual  sweetness,  you  have  ezpresstid  in  your  letter  of 
the  Md  of  July.  It  afflicts  me,  indeed,  to  think  that  you  should  hai« 
suffered  so  much  from  ^rmpathy  with  the  imagined  state  of  my  leel- 
ings  —  for  the  knowledge  of  my  father's  innocence,  my  ineffable  con- 
tempt for  his  enemies,  and  the  elevation  of  his  mind,  have  kept  me 
above  any  sensations  bordering  on  depression.  Indeed,  my  father, 
so  far  from  accepting  of  sympathy,  has  continually  animated  all 
around  him;  it  was  common  to  see  his  desponding  friends  filled  with 
alarm  at  some  new  occurrence,  terrified  with  some  new  appearance 
of  danger,  fly  to  him  in  search  of  encouragement  and  support,  and 
laughed  out  of  their  fears  by  the  subject  of  them.  This  I  have  wit- 
nessed even*  clay,  and  it  almost  persuaded  me  that  he  possesaed  the 
secret  of  repelling  danger  as  well  as  apprehension.  Since  my  readcooe 
hc*n*.  of  which  some  da3rs  and  a  night  were  passed  in  the  penitentiary, 
our  little  family  circle  has  been  a  scene  of  uninterrupted  gayety.  Thus 
you  .s<*e.  my  lovely  sister,  this  visit  has  been  a  real  party  of  pleasure. 
From  many  of  the  first  inhabitants  I  have  received  the  most  unremit- 
ting  and  delicate  attentions,  sympathy,  indeed,  of  any  I  ever  experienced. 

Theodosia  wrote  in  that  state  of  elation  which 
follows  the  removal  of  suspense  —  accompanied  by 
a  satisfied  feehnjj  of  safety.  Had  the  verdict  been 
otherwise,  all  her  fears  and  forebodings  would  have 
returned  with  even  greater  intensity.  We  are  all 
brave  when  the  danger  is  past. 
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Theodosia  returned  home.  There  was  now  no 
danger  of  the  hangman  or  of  imprisonment;  but  the 
social  ostracism  still  remained.  Davis  (83)  thus 
portrays  the  situation  in  the  summer  of  1808: 

On  the  Tth  of  June,  1808,  Colonel  Burr  sailed  from  New  York  oo 
board  the  British  packet  for  England,  via  Halifax.  The  penooal 
and  political  prejudices  which  the  influence  of  power  and  the  death 
of  Hamilton  had  excited  against  him,  rendered,  as  he  coooeiTed«  a 
temporary  absence  from  this  country  desirable;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
believing  that  the  political  situation  of  Europe  offered  opportunities 
for  accompUshing  the  object  he  had  long  contemplated,  of  emanci- 
pating the  Spanish  American  Colonies  from  the  degrading  tyranny 
of  Spain,  it  was  his  design  to  solicit  the  aid  of  some  European  goTem* 
ment  in  such  an  undertaking.  With  these  views  he  embarked  for 
England.  During  his  residence  in  Europe  he  regularly  corresponded 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Alston,  and  also  kept  a  private  diary;  bat 
probably  from  the  apprehension  that  his  papers  were  at  all  tioMt 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  government  police,  his  memoranda 
are  in  a  great  measure  restricted  to  occurrences  private  and  penonaL 

In  1838  "The  Private  Journal  of  Aaron  Burr, 
during  liis  Residence  of  Four  Years  in  Europe,  with 
Selections  from  his  Correspondence,"  edited  by 
Matthew  L.  Davis,  was  published  in  two  volumes* 
by  Har|x*r  &  Brothers,  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Davis  says  in  his  preface: 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  diary  was  intended  oiiljr 
as  a  memorandum  for  conversation  with  his  daughter  on  his  return 
to  America.  He  repeatedly  mentions  this  in  his  notes.  The  idea  of 
publication,  certainly  never  occurred  to  him.  .  .  .  Why.  then,  it  may 
be  asked,  is  this  Journal  published  ?  Because,  unless  the  editor  de- 
ceives himself,  unambitious  as  it  b,  it  will  answer  the  reader;  because 
it  illustrates  the  character  of  a  distinguished  man,  whose  influence 
has  been  felt  in  his  country's  fortunes,  and  whose  name  will  live  in 
her  history';  and  because  the  character  illustrated  is  amiable,  interest- 
ing, and  not  without  instructioo  to  the  obserret.    Thii  man  of  daik 
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intrigue  and  remondeis  deagn»  ai  it  hat  pleaaed  poEticiaiia  and 
leviewen,  clerical  and  lay»  to  represent  him»ia  bere  ibown  in  an  artleM 
autobiographic  narratiTe,  whidi  couU  fud  be  feigned^  to  hare  been 
one  of  the  most  amiable  and  playful  of  men;  like  the  little  childicn 
whom  he  so  remarkably  and  diaracteriitically  loved,  be  waa  pleaaed 
with  the  slightest  incidents,  lively  and  happy  in  the  humblert  circum- 
stances, and  inci^>able  of  harbouring  a  lasting  resentment 

In  preparing  the  Journal  for  press,  Mr.  Davis 
omitted  many  pages,  took  great  liberties  with  the 
text,  and  made  many  incorrect  translations  of  foreign 
words  which  Burr  used  liberally.  The  original 
manuscript  became  the  property  of  Mr.  W.  K. 
Bixby,  of  St.  Louis,  a  noted  patron  of  letters  and  an 
ardent  bibliophile,  and  he  decided  to  issue  an  iiit- 
cxjmrgated  edition,  which  was  published  in  190S,  in 
two  volumes.  The  title  page  reads:  "The  Private 
Journal  of  Aaron  Burr,  Reprinted  in  full  from  the 
Original  Manuscript  in  the  Library  of  W.  K.  Bixby, 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  with  an  Introduction,  Ex- 
planatory Notes,  and  a  Glossary."  The  edition  of 
^50  copies  was  printed  at  Rochester,  New  York,  and 
the  plates  destroyed.  The  work  was  for  private 
distribution  only,  no  copies  being  sold.  The  copy 
ill  the  |K)ssession  of  the  writer,  being  a  gift  from  Mr. 
Bixhy,  is  Nunil)er  7.  In  the  year  1906  a  copy  was 
sold  at  auction  in  New  York  and  brought  $154.00. 
In  the  present  year,  (1907),  a  second  copy  was  sold 
at  auction  in  New  York  City  for  $144.00.  No 
reasons  were  given  for  these  sales  of  a  gift  but 
presumably  one  or  both  formed  part  of  the  library  of 
some  |HTS()n  deceased. 

Theodosia's  fourth  great  affliction  washer  father's — 
iu  some  degree  voluntary  but  in  other  respects  en- 
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forced  —  exile  from  his  native  land.  The  Davis 
edition  has  letters  interpolated  throughout,  the 
greater  part  being  between  father  and  daughter,  and 
it  is  from  these,  principally,  that  extracts  will  be 
made,  in  order  to  show  Theodosia's  physical  and 
mental  condition  during  her  father's  prolonged 
absence.  Burr's  last  interview  with  his  daughter 
was  at  the  house  of  a  Mrs.  Pollock,  on  the  evening 
of  his  embarkation.  They  never  again  met.  **  Went 
on  board  the  pilot  boat  at  11  a.m.,  June  7,  1808;  on 
the  8th,  at  3  p.m.,  anchored  l)etween  the  Narrows 
and  Sandy  Hook;  at  7  p.m.,  on  June  9,  set  sail,"  are 
the  entries  in  his  Journal.  Burr  travelled  incognito 
as  **Mr.  G.  11.  Edwards/'  and  '^Theodosia  was  known 
as  "Mary  Ann  Edwards." 

Colonel  Burr  wrote  many  letters  to  his  daughter 
before  the  vessel  sailed,  she  l)eing  in  New  York,  and 
he  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  but  with  no  clue  given 
as  to  his  exact  location.  This  precaution  was  taken 
to  avoid  arrest. 

His  first  thought  was  of  his  daughter's  health: 
**The  affliction  of  the  nerves  arises  wholly  from  the 
disease,  and  can  only  Ix*  cured  by  removing  those 
diseases.  All  nervous  medicines,  unless  for  mo- 
mentar}'  relief,  are  (juackerj'  and  nonsense.  The 
spring  waters  of  Ballston  or  Saratoga  are  the  best; 
the  only  tonic  that  performs  at  once  the  double  cure," 

To  his  incognito  he  added  still  further  mysteiy: 
"My  letters  to  you  will  l>e  often  in  a  strange  hand- 
writing, and  with  various  signatures." 

T'heodosia  l)ore  up  bravely:  "There  is  dignity  and 
fortitude  in  vour  letter.  Need  it  \ye  added  that  I  am 
charmed  with  it  ? 


•,  »♦ 
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He  continued  his  instructions  in  letter-writing: 
""  Always  have  before  you  the  letters  you  are  about 
to  answer,  read  them  over  before  you  begin,  and 
make  short  notes  of  the  heads  requiring  a  reply/' 

There  was  a  "" scene**  at  parting:  ^*T1ie  transition 
was  fortunate,  and  the  new  location  made  under 
good  auspices,  but  the  moment  of  separation  was 
embittered  by  tears  and  reproaches,  to  which,  unfor- 
tunately,  your  page  was  a  witness.** 

But  this  was  not  the  last  meeting:  ^*It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  we  can  conveniently  meet  this 
evening,  but  certainly  one  whole  night  before  sep- 
aration. Make  haste,  in  the  meantime,  to  gather 
strength  for  the  occasion.  Your  efforts  on  the  late 
one  were  wonderful.  God  grant  that  they  may  not 
have  wholly  exhausted  you.** 

Theodosia  wrote  from  Ballston,  June  21,  1808: 
**This  is  the  commencement  of  my  26th  year.  •  .  . 
We  were  alarmed  with  a  report  that  you  had  been 
taken  l)y  the  French,  but  it  was  immediately  contra- 
dicted." To  encourage  her  father,  she  wrote: 
**  Never  were  hopes  brighter  than  mine.  To  look 
on  the  gloomy  side  would  l>e  death  to  me,  and  with- 
out reserve  I  abandon  myself  to  all  the  gay  security 
of  a  sanguine  temper."  And  then  follows  a  heart 
touch:  "Ah,  if  I  had  but  you  to  nurse  me!  How 
good  tlie  tea  was  that  you  made.  How  tenderiy 
were  all  my  wishes  anticipated,  every  inconvenience 
prevented."  Then,  thinking  that  her  father  might 
consicler  this  as  repining,  she  added:  **But  do  not 
imagine  that  my  spirits  are  low,  so  that  I  am  so  weak 
as  to  wish  vou  l)ac'k." 

On  July  "26   Burr  went  by  stage   to  Weybridge, 
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England,  to  see  Mrs.  Prevost»  a  relative  of  his 
wife. 

On  August  11  he  received  an  invitation  from 
Jeremy  Bentham  to  pass  several  days  with  him. 
Burr  took  with  him  a  portrait  of  his  daughter,  and  it 
was  his  companion  during  his  four  years  of  exile. 
He  showed  it  to  Bentham,  who  remarked:  ""Dear 
little  creature.     Let  her  take  care.*' 

In  a  letter  to  Bentham  (September  7,  1808),  he 
wrote:  "I  engage  to  defend  you  penna  et  pti^nw, 
against  Dumont*s  gods ;  and  if,  as  is  to  be  expected,  I 
should  take  my  flight  before  you,  Theodosia  shall  do 
it  for  me  (not  pugnis).  How  her  little  heart  will 
swell  with  pride  when  she  shall  receive  your  message 
with  the  combustibles  ( Bentham *s  books).  If  some 
one  of  them  could  be  addressed  to  her  with  your  own 
hand,  it  would  descend  in  the  family  like  an  heir- 
loom." 

In  a  letter  to  his  daughter  (September  8,  1808)  he 
referred  to  a  Mrs.  Achaud,  a  niece  of  the  late  Colonel 
Prevost,  and  first  cousin  to  Frederic  (Augustine 
James  Frederic  Prevost)  who  was  one  of  Theodosia*s 
step-brothers. 

That  Theodosia  was  not  always  "cheerful,"  and 
did  not  always  abandon  herself  "'to  all  the  gay 
security  of  a  sanguine  temper,"  is  shown  by  her 
letter  of  September  30,  1808,  written  from  Pelham, 
New  York:  **Not  one  word  from  you  has  reached  me 
since  those  few  lines  from  the  first  stage.  I  did  not 
expect  to  have  remained  thus  long  in  this  painful 
suspense.  There  are  a  thousand  vague  reports 
about  you.  ...  I  write  without  pleasure,  and  only, 
indeed,  to  satisfy  my  desire  of  seizing  every  oppor- 
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tunity  to  gratify  you»  even  though  I  should  have  only 
one  chance  of  success  in  a  mUTion.  Except  myself, 
all  your  friends  are  well.  But  the  world  b^;ins  to 
cool  terribly  around  me.  You  would  be  surprised 
how  many  I  supposed  attached  to  me  have  aban- 
doned the  sorry,  losing  game  of  disinterested  friend- 
ship.    Frederic,  alone,  however,  is  worth  a  host.** 

Burr  wrote  from  London  (October  24,  1808): 
**The  arrival  of  the  packet  has  brought  me  your 
letter  of  the  3d  September.  It  is  a  deadly  blow  to 
my  hopes.  Some  great,  some  immediate  and  violent 
change  must  be  made  in  your  habits.  A  sea  voyage 
and  a  climate  wholly  different  would  promise  much.** 

He  had  consulted  physicians  about  her  complaint 
and  they  declared  her  case  curable.  He  promised 
to  send  her  their  advice  by  the  next  packet.  He 
then  t>ecame  humorous:  ''To  fill  up  this  blank  page 
( I )  take  one  of  the  many  epigrams  on  Sir  Hew  Dal- 
ryinple.  It  was  made  impromptu  by  one  of  my 
friends  in  my  presence. 

Wlien  knights  of  old  their  fakhioos  drew* 
Thrir  mot  de  guerre  was  llmck  and  Hew; 
One  modem  knight,  of  fighting  shy. 
Should  make  /tm  motto  Hew  and  Cry. 

''The  following  ridieulous  epitaph  made  me  laugh. 
If  it  raise  a  smile  on  the  wan  cheek  of  my  Theodosia, 
I  should  deem  it  valuable  indeed.  Tlie  subject  of  it, 
who  is  more  famed  for  his  wealth  and  his  long  ser- 
v'wi's  in  the  corporation  than  for  classic  education,  is 
in  the  hal)it,  as  is  said,  like  our  worthy  Vice-presi- 
dent, of  using  thh-ere  and  that-iire,  as,  Exigra:  Take 
ihis'herc  knife  and  cut  that-therc  goose.  The  epi- 
taph was  pnxluced  at  a  feast  at  which  he  was  present. 
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and  the  story  adds  that  he  joined  in  the  laugh  with 
great  good  humour. 

Here  lies  Wiluah  Cusns,  our  late  worthy  lord-major. 
Who  has  left  thu-here  world  and  gone  to  that-ihere** 

Separated,  as  Theodosia  was  from  her  father, 
hearing  from  him  only  at  long  intervals,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  she  was  in  a  constant  state  of  anxiety  as 
to  his  movements  and  his  prospects.  This  is  shown 
forcibly  in  a  letter  written  by  her  from  New  York 
(October  31,  1808). 

I  presume  that  when  you  last  wrote  me,  none  of  your  plans  oould 
be  matured;  but  as  soon  as  you  have  formed  any  determinations,  I 
conjure  you  to  inform  me  of  them  as  5oon  as  possible.  I  know  that 
entreaty  is  not  necessary.  I  am  too  proud  of  your  confidence  to 
affect  a  doubt  of  it;  but  my  mind  is  anxious,  im|)atiently  anxious  in 
regard  to  your  future  destiny.  Where  you  are  going,  what  will  occupy 
vou,  how  this  will  terminate,  emrilov  me  continually;  and  when,  for- 
getful  of  myself,  my  brain  is  busy  with  a  multitude  of  projects,  my 
poor  little  heart  cries  out  —  and  when  shall  we  meet  ?  You,  or  rather 
circumstances,  have  deprived  me  of  my  greatest  support  during  your 
absence.  .  .  .  Oh.  my  guardian  angel,  why  were  you  obliged  to 
abandon  me  just  when  enfeebled  nature  doubly  required  your  care? 
Alas,  alatf.  how  often  have  I  deplored  the  want  of  your  counsd  and 
tendemesH!  How  often,  when  my  tongue  and  hands  trembled  with 
disease,  have  I  bosought  Heaven  either  to  reunite  us  or  let  me  die 
at  once!  Yet  do  not  hence  imagine  that  I  yield  to  infantine  lamcnta- 
tions  or  impatience.  As  soon  as  rrlief  from  pain  restored  me  in  some 
measure  to  myself,  I  became  more  worthy  the  happiness  of  being 
your  daughter. 

When  Burr  left  the  United  States,  he  placed  in  his 
daughter's  hands  certain  notes  or  accounts  from 
whidi  he  ex|x*cted  to  receive  a  large  sum  of  money. 
His  daughter  was  unable  to  collect  the  money  due, 
and  therefore  could  not  send  it  to  him.     Her  health 
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was  still  poor,  but  that  did  not  cause  her  so  much 
concern  as  the  fact  that  her  father  was  in  a  foreign 
country  without  financial  resources.  She  wrote  to 
him  from  New  York,  January  S,  1809: 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  anxiety  jour  pecuniary  ooooeni  haa  prtm 
me;  but  as  jet  the  money  has  not  been  paid.  I  hope  and  befieve  it 
win  be  received  at  length;  but  it  diatreaMS  me  beyood  measure  that 
nothing  can  be  remitted  to  you  immediately.  Your  ntuatioo  in  a 
foreign  country,  without  any  pumiit,  renden  me  doubly  aolidtoui  oo 
the  subject.  The  instant  anything  satinfaclory  is  done,  you  shall 
profit  by  it  without  any  loss  of  time,  be  assured;  for  my  heait  feels 
what  you  suffer  more  severely  than  its  own  afflictions.  .  .  .  Do  not 
be  unhappy  about  me.  Irving  (Dr.  Peter  Irving)  will  tell  you  that 
I  am  quite  plump  —  ill  as  this  seems  to  aoooid  with  my  hysterics  and 
the  obstinacy  of  my  complaint. 

llieodosia  had  a  surplusage  of  medical  treatment. 
Slie  not  only  took  preparations  prepared  by  "Dr. 
Ilosack"  and  **Eustis/'  hut  her  father  had  sent  her 
prescriptions  from  England  to  be  tried.  She  was  of 
the  opinion  that  what  good  health  she  did  have  came 
from  a  naturally  good  constitution  rather  than  from 
the  use  of  the  medicines.  She  decided  to  tiy  the 
Ballston  waters  again,  and  wrote  from  New  York, 
February  1,  1809: 

I  havo  trio<l  i\\v  Hallston  waters  to-day,  notwithstanding  the  inter- 
<!iction.  and  yoii  will  have  some  idea  of  the  aJteration  in  my  habit 
whrn  I  trll  you  that  one  small  tumbler  and  a  half  gave  me  a  slow 
fever,  pain  in  the  Imck,  burning,  and  erery  sensation  of  approaching 
relief.  Thev  were  drank,  too.  at  the  inter\'aJ  of  some  hours.  I  trtJI 
nnf  takt*  any  nion*  mereur}*.  It  renders  abortive  the  advantages  of 
elirnate.  niins  my  ttn^th.  and  will  destroy  my  constitution.  There  is 
little  douht  in  my  mind  that  |)erfect  health  will  soon  return. 

Burr  \u\(\  written  voluminously  to  his  daughter 
concerning  his  acquaintanceship  with  Jeremy  Ben- 
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tham,  and  the  pleasant  times  he  passed  with  him  at 
his  house  in  London.  Burr  told  his  daugher  that 
Bentham  liked  cats.     She  replied: 

I  un  aorry  Jeremy  Bentham  likes  cata.  I  hate  them;  but  benoe- 
forth  I  shall  treat  them  with  in&iite  deference,  and,  whenever  a  cat 
croaiM  my  path,  make  her  my  obeioance  aa  one  of  the  family  o/  hia 
chosen  favouritM.  You  must  not  talk  to  Mr.  Bentham  when  wntan^ 
in  dpher.  It  causes  you  to  make  errors.  You  know  I  love  to  convict 
you  of  an  error,  as  some  philosc^hers  seek  for  spots  on  the  sun.  .  .  . 
You  inquire  what  you  shall  send  Frederic.  Would  not  some  treatise 
upon  agriculture  and  the  dairy,  or  some  seeds  of  the  fincat  grapea 
and  best  wheat  be  at  ooce  pleasing  and  serviceable?  He  sometiine* 
thinks  seriously  of  becoming  a  cotton  planter  and  residing  with  me  at 
the  mountains.     I  do  not  know  what  will  be  his  determination. 

Theodosia  was  in  hopes  that  some  money  would 
be  paid  so  that  a  remittance  could  be  sent  to  her 
father.  She  waited  eighteen  days,  then  wrote  on 
February  19: 

I  had  hoped  long  before  this  to  have  done  something  efficient  to 
your  pecuniary  concerns;  but  the  important  person  is  stiD  from  hooie. 
A  letter  received  yesterday  informs  me  vt  this  again,  and  adds  that  be 
is  expe<Ttcd  daily.  This  has  been  the  case  for  months.  As  soon  aa 
he  reaches  his  place  of  destination,  he  will  receive  a  vint  from  me. 
This  is  the  only  hope  of  succcm.  Great  Heaven!  How  truly  miser- 
able your  situation  renders  me.  What  is  to  be  done  7  Yet  do  not 
despair.  Wait  a  little  "longer:  perh^ia  the  next  packet  may  briii([ 
you  all  you  wish,  .  .  .  Your  acquaintance,  Mr.  Samuel  Swartwout. 
arrived  a  few  daj-s  since,  out  of  spirits  and  disappointed.  He  has 
left  us  again  with  new  courage.  He  has  not  contributed  to  cnSvcn 
me.  Already  aniious  and  distreaaed  about  you,  he  has  rendcrad  me 
doubly  so  by  the  addition  of  uoavaiUng  regrets,  and  the  dreadful  con- 
viction that  I  have  been  the  cause  ol  real  injury  to  you  by  the  delay 
my  illnen  occasioned.  This  I  had  (Al  before,  but  it  never  appcand 
to  nie  in  its  full  extent  tiO  after  my  conversation  with  him.  The 
poignant  sufferings  this  idea  has  oceasioocd  me  are  iiideamb*ble: 
and  though  my  Ufe  has  been  saved  by  it,  I  cannot  rejoice  at  it,  fnn  a 
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belief  that  jour  happineai  will  grailljr  depend 


menfy  bj  fifiny  ? 
Under  every  iort  of  miaery  this  reBectioo  would  make  me  ouvful  of 
life,  ai  of  a  treaiure  which  I  have  in  keeping  for  70u»  to  be  fpenl  in 
jour  •ervioe. 

Colonel  Burr  had  evidently  written  to  his  daughter 
that  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  send  him  some  monqr. 
She  answered  on  the  Slst  of  May,  1809;  being  then 
at  the  Oaks,  in  South  Carolina: 

Alas!  how  bitterlj  do  I  regret  that  it  it  not  in  mj  power  to  obegr 
jou.  The  cooduct  ol  jour  imagined  friend  is  infamous  bejood  ex- 
pression. No  man  alive  to  one  single  feeling  of  honour  would  have 
behaved  thus.  Now  the  embargo  sud  non-interoourse  acts  are  done 
away,  and  the  re-animation  of  commerce  has  deprived  him  of  the  aaij 
apology  he  could  have  offered,  I  shall  write  to  him  and  tell  him  much 
more  o|>enly  my  opinion,  and  sign  my  name  at  full  length.  But  if 
thiM  last  (*fTort  should  likewise  fail,  I  know  not  what  we  can  do.  I 
sometimes,  often,  indeed,  pass  the  night  without  closing  my  ejes, 
cK.'cupied  in  fruitli*ss  endeavors  to  suggest  some  mode  of  indemnifjing 
vou. 

m 

When  Theodosia  was  young.  Colonel  Burr  had 
expresscMl  in  a  letter  to  his  wife  the  hope  that  their 
daugliter  would  never  become  a  votary  of  fashion. 
In  one  of  her  letters  she  said:  *'I  might  have  had  a 
little  court  of  gentlemen,  but  this  sort  of  admiration, 
which  is  excited  by  trifles,  is  not  worth  the  price  that 
must  Ik*  paid  for  it.  Tlie  good-will  of  my  own  sex 
is  preferable  and  a  certain  reserve  respectable.  I 
therefore  received  few  male  visitors,  and  did  not 
en(*(>ura<^e  them  to  return  often/' 

What  Colonel  Burr  considered,  in  some  respects, 
(juite  amusing,  and  which  he  greatly  enjoyed,  if  the 
record  made  in  his  journal  is  accepted  as  being 
written  in  a  serious  manner,  had  a  far  different  effect 
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upon  his  daughter.     She  wrote  from  Rocl^  River 
Springs,  South  Carolina,  August  1,  1809: 

Your  removal  from  England  waa  first  announced  to  mc  hj  a  para- 
graph in  the  newspapen;  and  for  some  minutes  I  remained  atupctied. 
as  if  stuDncd  by  tb«  blow.  AU  hope  of  it*  falsehood  is  now  anoihihttd 
by  the  rec«ipl  of  your  lett«r.  Thus,  then,  has  vanished  all  tb«  pleasure 
I  derived  from  reflecting  on  the  advantages  of  your  iat«  Tcsidrooe, 
which  was  rrndered  as  delif^tful  as  exile  can  be  by  identity  of  language, 
and  by  the  attentions  of  friends  perfectly  <Mngenial  to  you.  .  .  .  You 
undoubtedly  saved  my  life  by  preventing  me  fr^n  coming  here  last 
j^ear.  The  lodging  is  very  bad:  such  as  you  have  oft«n  had  in  your 
half-finished  log  cabins;  the  food  to  suit,  and  the  mineral  waters  are 
positively  poison  to  me.  ...  I  have  written  a  second  time  to  the 
gentleman  who  promised  us  the  supply  of  fundit:  but  there  is  little  to 
be  hoped  from  him.  On  in<{uiry,  1  find  that  his  character  does  not 
stand  very  high  as  a  man  of  punctilious  honour  in  money  dealingi. 
The  style  of  my  last  letter  was  open,  and  my  name  to  it  in  full  length. 
Peihapa  he  may  be  teased  into  a  performance  of  his  engagements. 
His  conduct  is  a  serious  addititm  to  all  the  accumulated  difficulties 
which  already  pour  in  upon  us,  and  which  would  absolutely  arrr- 
whelm  any  other  being  than  yourself.  Indeed.  I  witness  your  ei- 
traordinary  fortitude  with  new  wonder  at  every  new  mirfortiuie. 
Often,  after  reflecting  on  this  subject,  you  appear  to  me  so  superior. 
so  elevated  above  all  other  men,  I  contemplate  you  with  such  a  strange 
mixture  of  buniilily,  admiration,  reverence,  love,  and  pride,  that  very 
httle  su[N-rstilion  would  be  necessary  to  make  me  worship  you  as  a 
superior  being,  such  enthusiasm  does  your  character  excite  in  me. 
niien  I  afterward  retert  to  mj-sdf.  how  insignificant  do  my  best 
qualities  appear.  My  vanity  wouht  be  grraler  if  I  had  not  been  placed 
so  near  you:  and  >'et.  my  pride  is  our  relationship.  1  had  rather  not 
live  than  not  be  the  daughter  ot  utA  a  man. 

From  Cheraw,  South  Carolina,  on  August  31* 
1809.  Theodosia  wrote: 

Reflection  had  already  greatly  reconciled  me  to  your  removal  b«> 
fore  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  which  has  asvstnl  to  console  me.  Al- 
though I  know  that  whatever  might  be  your  sullefinp  in  any  situation. 
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jou  would  prevent  the  infection  from  ■prattufing  to  jour  f riendt  ai  Umg 
Ma  you  poMiblj  could,  jet  your  awuranoei  cheer  me  iireutibly.  ...  I 
have  written  a  second  time  to  Judaa.  My  letter  cannot  fail  to  reach 
him.  It  is  written  openly  in  my  own  name.  P^rhapa  he  may  be 
driven  to  a  compliance  with  his  engagements.    I  mean  to  tiy. 

In  one  of  Theodosia's  letters  to  her  father,  she 
mentioned  that  Frederic,  her  8tep-brother»  had 
thouglit  of  going  South  and  becoming  a  planter. 
The  letter  which  follows  was  in  the  possession  of  a 
descendant  of  Frederic  Prevost.  A  copy  was  sup- 
plied for  use  in  this  work.  It  has  never  before  ap- 
peared in  print.  In  it,  Theodosia  exerted  all  her 
powers  of  persuasion  to  induce  her  step-brother  to 
c^me  South  and  settle  in  South  Carolina.  The 
letter  was  written  at  Chevalos,  a  District  of  South 
Caroh'na,  northeast  of  Waccamaw,  September  12, 
1809. 

Your  letter  enelosing  that  from  Washington  reached  me  just  before 
I  left  Springx-ille.  The  long  expected  answer  from  Mn.  Madison 
was  siieh  as  reason  and  ex[>enence  unmixed  with  hope  might  have 
led  tiM  to  siipiKNte  it.  She  expresses  great  affection  for  me,  calling  me 
her  "pre<-iouM  friend/*  pays  me  compliments  badlj  turned,  and  Regrets 
tlist  Mr.  M.  finds  it  imfMWHihle  to  gratify  my  wishes,  Ac.  Yoa  will 
U*  more  ples^ietl  to  hear  that  I  have  reeeived  a  letter  from  A.  B.,  dated 
(iottenbiir^.  wliore  he  arrivetl  safely  but  with  the  loss  of  all  his  luggage, 
an  am<ient  h<*  luughs  at,  although  he  is  destitute  of  the  means  of 
prtHniritig  another  supply.  To  my  inexpressible  relief  he  says  that 
he  ha.H  in  view  some  means  of  support  which  will  rescue  him  at  present 
fn»m  this  state  of  (ie|>en(lenee.  Yet  I  fear  that  he  may  say  so  merely 
to  allrviatr  niv  anxictv.  for  what  ean  he  do  at  St(K*kliolm? 

Your  f<>w  \\t\*^  atflictetl  me.  (\mld  you  for  one  instant  imagine 
that  I  nei:I<*f'tf*!  y«ui  ?  You  who  are  so  near  my  heart,  whom  nature 
lias  nia<le  iiiv  frimd  bv  eontft*nialitv  of  character  and  feelinff.  bv  a 
tliouHan<l  kind  of!i(t*H  and  the  neart*st  ties  of  blood.     Oh,  FVederic, 

\ou  do  not  vrt  know  me.     Mv  silence  was  occasioned  br  severe  illness 

•  •  •  • 

^^U\v\\  violent  eoid.  and  not  the  climate,  had  brought  on  me.     But  I 
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am  now  quite  well  and  in  a  few  days  we  shall  set  off  for  Greenville. 
Our  plans  relative  to  the  mountain  establishment  have  not  altered 
in  the  least  We  have  already  secured  a  house  for  the  next  year,  and 
have  paid  a  part  of  the  rent  for  the  purpose  of  repairs,  and  intend 
remaining  in  it  till  we  can  build  one  of  our  own.  We  propose  leaving 
this  part  of  the  country  in  a  few  days  on  a  tour  which  Mr.  A*s  business 
renders  necessary  and  which  we  shall  terminate  by  a  visit  to  Green- 
ville. When  there  I  shall  inform  you  circumstantially  of  everything 
which  can  interest  you,  for  I  continue  to  think  that  you  will  no  where 
else  find  a  residence  uniting  so  many  advantages.  From  your  letter 
you  still  appear  to  be  in  doubt  about  your  removal,  and  Bartow *s 
determination  to  settle  in  New  York  will,  I  suppose,  render  you  still 
more  averse  to  leaving  it.  But  you  should  recollect  that  your  indi- 
vidual gratification  is  not  alone  to  be  considered,  however  happy  you 
may  be  in  the  society  of  a  brother  we  both  love,  yet  the  advancement 
of  your  children  is  a  more  pressing  and  imperious  consideration. 
^Fhe  more  I  reflect  on  it,  the  more  sensible  I  become  to  all  the  unceas- 
ing cares  and  mortifications  which  await  you.  Should  your  daughters 
grow  up  where  they  now  are,  with  a  small  fortune,  by  hard  labor, 
which  as  you  grow  older  will  be  more  and  more  oppressive,  you  will 
either  have  to  maintain  six  unmarried  daughters,  or  what  is  more 
probable,  after  suffering  incessant  anxiety,  you  will  be  doomed  to  see 
them  marrying  in  a  way  which  will  humble  you  and  place  them  in  a 
state  of  poverty  and  struggle.  At  Greenwich  and  in  the  country 
around  it,  there  are  many  men  who  from  the  smallest  beginning, 
indeed  from  nothing,  have  by  hard  labor  and  economy  and  good 
luck,  accumtilatcfl  comfortable  fortunes.  These  men  educate  their 
sons  very  res^iectably,  and  your  situation,  the  standing  you  will  take, 
must  give  your  daughters  the  chance  of  settling  comfortably  on  grow- 
ing fsitates,  in  a  country  where  everkihing  is  improving.  This  con- 
sideration alone  should  determine  you.  The  pleasure  which  you, 
and  the  advantages  which  your  children  will  derive  from  my  presence 
and  my  care  vou  can  best  determine  the  value  of  —  and  that  the 
country  is  as  healthful  as  Montpellier  I  can  really  assure  you.  Pray 
let  me  hoar  what  vou  did  with  mv  letter  to  Clarke. 

Burr  continues  well  and  improves  daily.  He  and  I  both  lost  your 
dear  little  faniilv  with  all  our  hearts.  Adieu.  You  shall  hear 
from  me  immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Greenville  which  will  not 
take  place  very  shortly,  however;   in   the   meantime,  do  not  attrib- 


HER  GREAT  AFFUCTIONS         2I» 

ute  my   nknoe  to  n^gket    Adica  agttn.    Dmcft  to  Oda  new 
Gcoffjipctoinif  S.  C 

T, 

On  September  26»  1810,  Burr  wrote  to  his  daughter 

from  Paris: 

Not  a  line  from  you  nnoe  the  letter  of  August,  1809.  whidi  was 
acknowledged  from  Cvottenbuig.  ...  I  have  a  few  books  for  fou, 
particularly  dictionaries,  but  can  send  nothing  by  this  opportunity. 
Gampillo  has  not  been  foigotten.  My  health  is  always  the 
but  I  ennui  here  for  want  of  you  and  your  boy.  My  stock  of 
to  amuse  you  both  increases  daily,  and  we  shall  have  a  deal  to  laugh  nt 

He  wrote  again  from  Paris,  on  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1810: 


Alas,  my  dear  Theodosia,  I  have  no  hope  of  seeing  you  this  winter. 
It  is  more  than  five  months  since  I  have  been  constantly  soliciting 
from  this  government  a  paiwport  for  America.  Fair  promises  and 
civil  wordu  have  been  received,  but  nothing  more.  It  would  be  foOy 
to  hc)[Hs  yet  daily  tM>me  new  occurrence  or  new  promise  inspires  new 
hojH*.  .  .  .  llie  only  consolation  which  I  can  offer  you  for  this  dia- 
apfMiintment  is  that  my  health  continues  unimpaired,  and  I  have 
the  prritnU  means  of  support.  A  little  addition  to  those  means  would 
not  be  inconvenient,  (^ontinue  to  write  to  that  gentleman  on  whose 
unpaifl  notes  I  relied,  and  of  which  not  a  cent  has  been  reoeired.  .  .  . 
Not  a  line  from  you  since  August,  1809,  fifteen  mooths  ago.  It  is 
only  hv  mere  accident  that  I  know  you  were  living  last  July.  ...  I 
live  with  a  very  amiable  (rcnevoise  family,  of  which  I  am  a  member. 
Hvcn*  morning  I  devote  half  an  hour,  sometimes  an  hour,  to  you. 

Whatever  feelings  of  anxiety  might  have  been 
exj>erienco<l  hv  (^olonel  Burr,  they  were  felt  in  a 
much  greater  degree  hy  his  daughter.  On  January 
S,  1811,  slie  wrote  to  him  from  the  Oaks: 

At  K-n^h  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  receive  intelligence  from 
\-ou  in  Home  degree  satisfactor}*.  Your  letter  of  the  tOth  of  September 
has  come  to  relieve  me  from  the  state  of  daily,  hourly  eipectation. 
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aiudetj,  and  suspense  in  whidi  I  have  remained  for  a  year.  Exactty 
twelve  months  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  you  dated  at  Stockholm: 
in  it  you  earnestly  requested,  or  rather  commanded,  me  to  visit 
Charleston  during  the  course  of  the  winter.  Of  course,  this  made  me 
suppose  that  you  intended  to  be  there.  But  instead  of  going  to  town, 
I  went  to  bed,  where  I  spent  nearly  three  months.  During  my  iUness, 
the  hope  of  seeing  you,  disappointment  at  your  delay,  and  terror  lest 
your  silence  might  have  been  occasioned  by  some  unfortunate  acci- 
dent,  kept  me  in  a  state  of  mind  little  short  of  distraction. 

Imagine  to  yourself  the  feelings  of  a  woman  whose  naturally  irri- 
table nerves  were  destroyed  by  severe  illneiis,  and  who,  during  weeks 
of  solitude,  and  pain,  and  inoccupation,  lay  pondering  incessantly, 
amid  doubt  and  impatience,  and  hope  and  fear,  on  the  subject  which 
mingled  through  the  whole  extent  of  her  soul.  You  who  can  so  weU 
and  so  singularly  bring  home  to  yourself  the  feelings  of  others,  and 
adopt  them  when  they  are  quite  strange  to  you,  think  of  my  situation, 
and  with  me  wonder  that  I  did  not  go  mad.  .  .  .  When  will  this 
gloom  of  absence  pass  away?  When  will  your  presence  dawn  upon 
me  again  ?  .  .  .  On  the  subject  of  pecuniary  affairs,  I  can  say  nothing 
pleasing.  My  husband  has  offered  the  two  lower  plantations  for 
sale;  but  although  the  advertisement  has  continued  for  several  months, 
no  proposals  were  received.  He  would  sell  at  almost  anything,  but 
the  country  is  in  a  dreadful  state.  Everyone  is  trying  to  sell  and  no 
one  will  or  can  buy.  Ever}*  article  of  clothing  and  groceries  is  higher 
than  when  you  were  here.  Such  is  the  situation  of  the  country  thai 
even  my  husband  condemns  the  present  measures  of  government, 
and  joins  in  the  almost  universal  cry  for  free  commerce  or  war,  with- 
out delays  or  temporizing  any  longer.  .  .  .  Come  home;  you  may 
without  fear,  come  home.  Make  any  sacrifice;  risk  anything,  rather 
than  continue  to  lead  this  unpleasant  and  unprofitable  life. 

Tlieodosia  wrote  again  from  the  Oaks  on  Febru- 
ary 14,  1811. 

Your  letter  of  10th  November  but  is  just  received.  The  difficulty 
you  find  in  procuring  a  passport  excites  many  unpleasant  feelings. 
Will  not  anv  of  your  old  friends  assist  vou  ?  Prav  return  as  toon  as 
possible.  In  dear  New  York  you  have  many  friends;  and  in  Coo- 
necticut.  I  believe,  a  majority  of  the  dtiaens  are  attached  to  you,  a 
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greater  proportion  than  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  •  .  .  Ifanj 
of  my  letten  have  been  kwt  I  have  written  to  you  frequently  nnoe 
August*  1809.  I  thank  God  that  you  have  preMnt  meant  of  eopport 
Economise  them;  for  even  those  who  mi^t  be  willing  are.  or  wiO  be» 
unable  to  assist  you.  This  country  (the  United  States)  b  in  a  de- 
plorable condition.  So  many  bankruptcies  have  taken  place  in  New 
York,  that  even  private  amusements  are  affected  by  them.  Here 
our  produce  will  not  sell;  the  necessaries  of  life  are  hi^;  crediton 
pressing;  the  newspapers  filled  with  advertisements  of  property  whidi 
finds  no  purchasem.  .  .  .  John  Swartwoot  b  true,  invariably  and 
nobly  conspicuous  as  the  sun.  He  retrieves  the  character  of  man.  .  .  . 
Gampiiio  drinks  your  health  every  day  and  everywhere.  He,  too,  has 
written  to  you  often.  The  miscarriage  of  his  letters  he  deems  a  great 
misfortune  to  you  and  himself. 

Theodosia  determined  to  aid  her  father,  if  possible* 
in  his  efforts  to  secure  a  passport  and  return  to  the 
United  States.  She  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin, 
on  Marcli  9, 181 1 ,  being  then  at  her  home  at  the  Oaks. 

Though  con\niicecl  of  your  firmness,  still  with  the  utmost  diffidence 
1  venture  to  address  you  on  a  subject  which  it  is  almost  dangerous  to 
mention,  and  which,  in  itself,  affords  me  no  claim  on  jour  attention. 
Yet,  tnisting  that  you  will  not  withhold  an  opinion  deeplj  interesting 
to  me,  and  which  your  present  station  enables  jou  to  form  with 
|)eculiar  correctness,  I  venture  to  inquire  whether  jou  suppose  thai 
my  father's  return  to  this  oountr)*  would  be  productive  of  ill  conse- 
«|iien(x^  to  him,  or  draw  on  him  farther  prosecution  from  any  branch 
of  the  povrmment. 

Voti  will  the  more  readily  forgive  me  for  taking  the  libertr  to  make 
surh  a  nv|iiest.  when  you  reflect  that,  retired  as  I  am  from  the  world, 
it  is  iiti|>ossibl(*  for  me  to  gather  the  general  opinion  from  my  own 
c>l>'4«r\ati<>n.  I  am.  inilinnl,  |HTfectly  aware  how  unexpected  will  be 
this  fi<*man«l:  that  it  plat^es  vou  in  a  situation  of  some  delicacv;  and 
that  tf>  H'tiim  a  satisfart<>r>'  answer  will  be  to  exert  liberalitv  and 
candour:  I  am  aware  of  all  this,  and  yet  do  not  desist. 

U<MN»lh^*t  wliat  are  mv  incitements.  Recollect  that  I  have  seen  mv 
father  «la>lifMi  from  the  high  rank  he  held  in  the  minds  of  his  country- 
men, imprisoruti.  and  force<l  into  exile.     Must  he  ever  remain  thus 
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excommunicmted  from  the  partidpatioo  of  domestic  enjoyments  and 
the  privileges  of  a  dtisen;  aloof  from  his  accustomed  sphere,  and 
singled  out  as  a  mark  fw  the  shafts  of  calumny  ?  Why  should  he  be 
thus  proscribed  and  held  up  in  execration  ?  What  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try can  possibly  accrue  from  the  continuation  of  this  system  ?  Surely 
it  must  be  evident  to  the  worst  enemies  of  my  father,  that  no  man, 
situated  as  he  will  be,  could  obtain  any  undue  influence,  even  sup- 
posing him  desirous  of  it. 

But  pardon  me  if  my  feeling  has  led  me  astray  from  my  object, 
which  was  not  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  with  you.  I  seek  only  to 
solicit  an  enlightened  opinion  relative  to  facts  which  involve  my  best 
hopes  of  happiness. 

Present,  if  you  please,  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Gallatin,  and  accept 
the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

Theodobia  Burr  Alaton. 

Not  receiving  encouragement  from  Mr.  Gallatin, 
she  addressed  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Dolly  Madison,  the 
President's  wife: 

Madam: 

You  may  perhaps  be  surprised  at  receiving  a  letter  from  one  with 
whom  you  have  had  so  little  intercourse  for  the  last  few  years.  But 
your  surprise  will  cease  when  you  recollect  that  my  father,  once  your 
friend,  is  now  in  exile;  and  that  the  President  can  only  restore  him  to 
me  and  his  countrv. 

Ever  since  the  choice  of  the  people  was  first  declared  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Madison,  my  heart,  amid  the  universal  joy,  has  boat  with  the  hope 
that  I,  too,  should  soon  have  reason  to  rejoice.  Convinced  that  Mr. 
Madison  would  neither  feel  nor  judge  from  the  feelings  or  judgment 
of  others,  I  had  no  doubt  of  his  hastening  to  relieve  a  man  whose 
character  he  had  been  enabled  to  afipreciate  during  a  confidential 
intercourse  of  long  continuance,  and  whom  (he)  must  know  incapable 
of  the  designs  attributed  to  him.  My  anxiety  on  this  subject  has, 
howcviT,  become  too  painful  to  be  alleviated  by  anticipations  which 
no  events  have  yet  tended  to  justify:  and  in  this  state  of  intolerable 
suspense  I  have  determined  to  address  myself  to  you,  and  request 
that  you  will,  in  my  name,  apply  to  the  President  for  a  femoral  of  the 
prosecution  now  existing  against  Aaron  Burr. 
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SUtannen.  I  mm  awaie,  deem  it  necfiMMny  thsl  ■cntimgntt  of  fib* 
ermlity,  and  eren  juitice,  ihould  jidd  to  eonadamtioii  of  poBcgr;  but 
what  policy  can  requiie  the  abiaioe  of  mj  fatbcr  at  piCMntF  Bwi 
had  he  cootemplated  the  project  for  wfaidi  he  atanda  airaigned,  evH 
dently  to  punue  it  anj  further  wouU  now  be  impoHible.  There  ta 
not  left  one  pretext  of  aknn  even  to  calumny;  for  bereft  of  fortune*  of 
popular  faTor,  and  almost  of  friends,  what  oould  he  acoompBihF 
And  whatever  may  be  the  apprdiensions  or  the  damon  of  the  igno- 
rant and  the  interested,  surdy  the  timid,  illiberal  sjrstem  iriiidi  would 
sacrifice  a  man  to  a  remote  and  unreasonable  posabilitj  that  he  mi^t 
infrinfipe  some  law  founded  on  an  unjust,  unwarrantable  suspidon  that 
he  would  desire  it,  cannot  be  approved  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  most 
be  unnecessary  to  a  President  so  loved,  so  honored.  Why,  then,  b 
my  father  banished  from  a  country  for  whidi  he  has  encountered 
wounds  and  dangen  and  fatigue  for  years?  Why  is  he  driven  from 
his  friends,  from  an  only  child,  to  pass  an  unlimited  time  in  exile,  and 
that,  too,  at  an  age  when  others  are  reaping  the  harvest  of  past  tmb, 
or  ought,  at  least,  to  be  providing  seriously  for  the  comfort  of  ensuing 
years?  I  do  not  seek  to  soften  you  by  this  recapitulation.  I  only 
wish  to  remind  you  of  all  the  injuries  which  are  inflicted  on  one  of  the 
first  characters  the  Tnited  States  ever  produced. 

PerhafM  it  may  be  well  to  assure  you  there  is  no  truth  in  a  report, 
lately  circulated,  that  my  father  intends  returning  immediatdy.  He 
never  will  return  to  conceal  himself  in  a  country  on  which  he  has 
conferre<l  distinction. 

Tn  whatever  fate  Mr.  Madison  may  doom  this  application,  I  trust 
it  will  \h*  treated  with  delicacw  Of  this  I  am  the  more  desirous  as 
Mr.  AlMon  is  ignorant  of  the  step  I  have  taken  in  writing  to  you, 
which.  |)erhaps,  nothing  ct>uld  excuse  but  the  warmth  of  filial  affection. 
If  it  Im'  an  error,  attribute  it  to  the  indiscreet  seal  of  a  daughter  whose 
M>ul  sinks  at  the  gloomy  pros|)ect  of  a  long  and  indefinite  se|)aration 
fnmi  a  father  almost  adored,  and  who  can  lea%'e  unattemptcd  nothing 
whi<!i  otTf'Fs  the  slijjhtt'si  ho|)e  of  procuring  him  redress.  What,  in- 
(icfij.  would  I  not  n>k  onct*  nion*  to  see  him,  to  hang  u^xm  him,  to  place 
ni\  <>liil(l  on  his  kne<\  and  again  spend  my  days  in  the  happy  occupa- 
tion of  endeavoring  to  antici[>ate  all  his  wishes? 

l>4't  me  entreat,  mv  dear  Madam,  that  vou  will  have  the  considera- 
tion  and  go<Miiu*ss  to  answer  me  as  speedily  as  possible:  my  heart  is 
Hon-  witli  doubt  and  patient  waiting  for  something  definitive.     No 
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apologies  are  made  for  giving  you  this  trouble,  which  I  mm  fare  jon 
will  not  deem  irksome  to  take  for  a  daughter,  an  affectionate  daughter, 
thus  situated.    Inclose  your  letter  for  me  to  A.  J.  Frederic  P^gfoat, 
Esq.,  near  New  Rochelle,  New  York. 
That  every  happiness  may  attend  you. 

Is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Theo.  Burr  Alvton. 

Parton  says:  ''This  letter  was  probably  not  in- 
effectual. Certain  it  is  that  the  government  offered 
no  serious  obstacle  to  Burr's  return,  and  instituted  no 
further  proceedings  against  him.  Probably,  too, 
Theodosia  received  some  kind  of  assurance  to  this 
effect,  for  we  find  her  urging  her  father  not  only  to 
return,  but  to  go  boldly  to  New  York,  among  his  old 
friends,  and  resume  there  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. The  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  was 
from  his  creditors,  who  then  had  power  to  confine  a 
debtor  within  limits,  if  not  to  throw  him  into  prison/* 

Burr  wrote  to  his  daughter  from  Paris,  April  1, 
1811,  or  April  FooPs  Day: 

No  such  epithet  is  attached  to  it  here,  nor  any  such  applicatioii 
made  of  it.  .  .  .  With  me  every  day  for  the  hat  eight  months  has  been 
fooI*s  day;  for  almost  every  day  I  have  been  cajoled  by  some  new 
device.  A  pa.«M|M>rt  is  all  I  ask,  and  thus  far  refused.  .  .  .  But  to 
console  you,  know  that  Vanderlyn  will  sail  for  the  United  States  tome 
time  in  May.  By  him  you  shall  know  everything,  and  by  him  you 
shall  have  vour  books. 

Theodosia  wrote  from  the  Oaks  on  May  10,  18U: 

This  morning,  and  not  until  this  morning,  did  I  receive  your  letter 
of  the  10th  of  January-,  1811.  In  this  way  has  our  correapoodeiice 
been  maintaineil  for  the  last  two  years.  Now  I  hear  that  you  are  com- 
ing immediately:  and  while  wondering  that  you  have  not  arrired*  I 
learn  that  you  will  be  detained  much  longer.  Then  my  hopes  are  again 
awakened,  and,  when  again  almost  exhausted,  they  light  up 
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stronger,  thou^  a  tramUiiig  brilliancy.  Tlie  icy  hand  of  diiappoint- 
meni  falls  upon  my  heart  to  smother  ereiy  spark.  Do  not  frown  al 
these  complaints.  You  do  not.  I  will  not  believe  that  you  da  Your 
image,  kind  and  indulgent,  is  my  guardian  angel.  FktMn  how  many 
follies,  how  many  faults,  does  it  preserve  me.  It  was  accorded  to  me 
as  a  taliiiman,  to  cheer  my  prospects,  to  strengthen  my  resolutioiis. 
and  incite  me  to  noble  efforts. 

Theodosia  then  became  indignant  because  her 
fatlier  had  not  been  allowed  a  passport: 

The  refusal  of  your  passports  by  the  agent  of  our  govenuncnt  is  a 
most  overbearing  and  insulting  outrage  upon  the  common  rights  of  a 
citizen.  Who  erected  an  American  thargi  d*affaireM  into  a  supreme 
judge  ?  Who  invested  him  with  the  most  important  prerogatives  F  .  •  • 
At  all  events  it  is  better  to  brave  any  storm  than  to  be  leading  your 
present  life.  It  is  better  that  things  be  brought  to  a  crisis  you  cannot 
entirely  sink  under;  and,  the  wont  once  over,  you  will  be  free  from 
all  restraint.  You  may  be  Mituated  as  formerly.  It  cannot  injure 
you  more  than  this  long-continued  threat.  //  the  v^frM  comes  to  the 
VifrM,  I  wUl  leave  everything  to  euffer  with  you.  .  .  .  We  go  on  as 
formerly.  The  family  make  me  endure  frequent  vexations,  but  my 
hiLsban<1  is  not  to  be  .swave<l  bv  their  machinations,  or  moved  bv  their 
endeavors  to  persuade  him  that,  the  more  dear  he  is,  the  more  hate- 
ful must  I  Us  I,  who  have  occasioned  him  so  many  hours  of  pain. 
This  is  not  directly  and  openly  expressed,  but  often  insinuated.  He  is 
kin<l,  attentive,  and  considerate  towards  me.  My  health  b  good; 
it  would  he  ver}'  good  if  my  mind  were  at  ease.  But  cares  corrode 
my  heart  and  undennine  my  constitution,  although  my  spirits  are 
apparently  excellent.  .  .  .  My  son  makes  good  progress,  but  at  tiroes 
he  is  seiz4Hl  with  a  singular  kind  of  torpor:  a  heavy  listlessness,  which 
it  is  impiKsihle  to  remove,  because  every  weapon  strikes  without 
efTect.  and  l>e<*omes  incapable  of  producing  any  sensation.  These  fits 
do* not  last  ii)K>vr  a  dav  at  a  time;  and,  as  he  is  naturallv  livelw  I  can 
attrihuti*  thi'iti  to  nothing  hut  seclusion.  He  needs  companions  to 
exrite  emulation  in  lalK>ur  and  hilarity  at  play.  I  am  glad  you  intend 
M>ndin((  him  a  little  present.  .  .  .  Heaven  guide  your  steps  and  direct 
your  plan»i. 

Oil  Julv  11,  1811.  Burr  wrote  from  Paris:  "The 
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letters  of  my  dear  little  Gamp  have  not  come.  Thejr 
will  come,  however,  for  I  will  ransack  all  Europe  for 
them.     By  Vanderlyn  will  write  to  him." 

Burr  was  to  receive  his  passport,  but  peculiar 
pressure  was  needed  to  force  the  American  charg^ 
d'affaires  to  grant  it.  This  needed  pressure  was 
applied  by  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  who  wrote  as  fol- 
lows, to  Mons.  Denon,  on  July  18,  1811:  **The 
person  through  whom  I  could  have  communicated 
to  Mr.  Russell  that  he  should  not  have  refused  a  new 
passport  to  Mr.  Burr  was  in  the  country.  I  wrote 
to  her  yesterday  to  return.  She  arrived  at  the  mo- 
ment that  your  note  was  received.  I  shall  have  the 
passport  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  shall  forward 
it  immediately  to  the  Duke  (Rovigo),  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  you  will  receive  it  to-morrow  to  transmit 
to  Mr.  Burr.'' 

Mr.  Davis  supplies  the  following  explanation  of 
Mr.  Russell's  change  of  heart:  **Thus  affairs  were 
managed  in  France.  The  rightful  claims  of  an 
American  citizen  for  a  passport  were  spumed  for 
months  by  the  jxitriotic  Mr.  Russell.  But  the  French 
Minister  (Bassano)  knew  the  influence  which  would 
control  the  American  charg^  (Russell)  and,  there- 
fore, Madame was  desired   to  come   to   Paris. 

Her  presence  in  a  few  hours  changed  the  stem  decree 
of  this  pure  patriot,  and  the  passport  was  instantly 
granted."  Those  who  possess  copies  of  Aaron 
Burr's  Journal  will  find  confirmation  of  the  preced- 
ing in  the  entries  for  July  16,  17,  and  18,  1811. 

We  cannot  forbear  from  quoting  here  a  para- 
graph relating  to  General  John  Armstrong,  who  had 
been  a  classmate  of  Burr  at  Princeton,  and  who  was 
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now  United  States  Minister  to  France;  Jonathan 
Russell,  who  was  charg^  d'a£Faires  at  Paris;  and  Mr. 
McRae,  Consul  at  Paris,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
counsel  for  the  prosecution  at  Burr's  trial  for  high 
treason  at  Richmond.  They  formed  a  trio  which 
combined  their  forces  and  used  every  endeavor  to 
prevent  Burr's  return  to  his  native  land  (84). 

When  one  reflects  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  leave  Fhmoe  when  be 
desired,  that  his  daun^ter  Theodosia  mi^t  have  been  spared  to  be 
with  him  and  care  for  him  in  his  declining  jrears.  and  thai  her  own 
valuable  life  and  that  of  her  son  mi^t  have  been  saved,  the  respon- 
sibility of  these  three  political  enemies  of  Burr  becomes  manifwl. 
It  should  have  caused  them  a  lifelong  regret,  being  an  unneoessaiy 
for  which  there  could  be  no  adequate  requital  in  this  world. 


Burr  sailed  from  the  Texel  on  September  29, 1811, 
in  the  American  ship  Vigilant^  bound  to  Boston.  On 
the  same  day  the  Vigilant  was  captured  by  a  British 
frigate  and  sent  to  Yarmouth,  England.  Burr  was 
allowed  to  land  and  went  at  once  to  London.  He 
found  a  letter  from  Jeremy  Bentham,  who  was  at  his 
c*ountry  residence,  where  he  went  and  passed  a  week. 
By  doing  so,  he  missed  a  vessel  commanded  by 
Captain  McNeil,  which  sailed  for  Charleston,  S.  C, 
while  he  was  on  his  visit. 

On  February  6,  1812,  Burr  WTote  to  his  daughter 
from  Ix)n(l()n.  It  was  not  until  this  date  that  the 
ship  Vigilant  was  freed  on  payment  of  costs  amount* 
iii^  to  cifjlit  liundrcMl  [>ounds  sterling.  Burr  had 
pai<l  Ills  passage  liy  her  to  America,  but  Jonathan 
Russell  iiad  l)cen  transferred  to  London,  and  again 
iiitcrfereil  to  prevent  Burr  from  obtaining  a  passport. 
Ill  Ills  letter  Burr  sai<l:  *'The  last  of  your  letters 
wiii(ii   has  come  to  hand  is  of  April,  1810,  which 
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gave  me  some  ground  of  apprehension  for  your 
health.  Ballston  is  your  only  remedy.  The  yerbal 
accounts  which  I  receive  of  you  are  very  few  and 
very  unsatisfactory.  All  you  say  of  the  boy  delights 
me.  My  profound  respects  to  Mr.  Aaron  Burr 
Alston,  and  that  I  promise  myself  great  pleasure  in 
his  society." 

On  Friday,  March  27,  1812,  he  wrote  in  his  Jour- 
nal: **On  board  the  ship  Aurora,  of  Newburyport, 
Captain  Potter,  bound  to  Boston,  now  at  anchor  in 
the  Thames,  twenty-six  miles  below  Gravesend. 
Captain  Potter  only,  of  all  on  board  this  ship,  knows 
me;  so  far,  at  least,  as  I  am  informed.  I  came  on 
board  under  the  name  of  Arnot,  and  am  so  called. 
It  will  be  very  wonderful  if  this  secret  should  be 
kept  during  the  whole  passage." 

The  last  day  of  the  homeward  journey:  '* Boston 
Harbour,  May  4,  1812.  At  four  this  morning  land 
was  discovered.  At  seven  Cape  Ann  Lighthouse 
was  shown  to  me.  A  pilot  is  in  sight,  and  within 
two  miles  of  us.  All  is  bustle  and  joy,  except  Gamp. 
Why  should  he  rejoice.^  At  three  p.m.  we  cast 
anchor  off  the  \Miarf  at  Boston." 

He  remained  in  Boston  until  May  30.  He  was 
obliged  to  sell  some  books  in  order  to  obtain  his 
passage  money  to  New  York.  Dr.  Kirkland,  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College,  was  the  purchaser,  giving 
Burr  the  option  of  taking  back  the  books  and  re- 
paying the  money  when  he  should  please  to  do  so. 

We  give  some  brief  extracts  from  his  Journal. 
''May  29.  Have  embarked  all  my  effects.  Adieu, 
Boston.  May  30,  1812.  On  lK>ard  the  sloop  Rast^ 
Captain   Dimon,  off  Boston  Harbour.     The  sloop 
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Rose  is  a  teetle  ieenJty  thing  of  fortjr  tons.  Price  (to 
New  York)  twenty  dollars  and  found.  June  4»  1812. 
On  board  the  Rmc  o£F  Mill  River,  Fairfield  (Conn.) '' 

This  was  the  town  in  which  he  had  passed  so 
much  time  when  a  young  man»  and  where  he  met 
Dorothy  Quincy»  afterwards  the  wife  of  John  Han- 
cock. ''I  had  been  urged  to  accompany  my  cousin, 
Thaddeus  Burr,  on  a  fishimr  and  shootinir  excursion. 
I  h.™  .  n.tad  t.  go  U^mo^^w  morning  to  «new  my 
former  acquaintance  with  all  the  inanimate  objects; 
but  then,  the  hazard  of  recognition;  that  is  the  rub. 
After  breakfast  the  Captain  rode  out  on  horseback 
and  I  strolled  three  or  four  hours  ...  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Every  object  was  as  familiar  to  me  as 
those  about  Richmond  Hill,  and  the  review  brought 
up  many  pleasant  and  whimsical  associations.  At 
several  doors  I  saw  the  very  lips  I  had  kissed  and  the 
very  eyes  that  had  ogle<l  me  in  the  persons  of  their 
grandmothers  about  six-and-thirty  years  ago.  I  did 
not  venture  into  any  of  their  houses*  lest  some  of  the 
grandmothers  might  recollect  me." 

Burr  was  obliged  to  take  passage  in  another  vessel 
in  order  to  reach  New  York,  which  he  did  on  June 
K,  18H.  The  last  few  lines  of  his  Journal  read  thus: 
"  Being  already  dressed  (he  passed  his  first  night  on 
shore  in  a  cheap  lodging  house),  I  rose,  paid  for  my 
loilging  twelve  cents,  and  sallied  out  to  66  Water 
Strt*et,  and  then  had  the  good  luck  to  find  Sam 
(Swartwout)  alone.  He  led  me  immediately  to  the 
house  of  his  brother  Robert,  and  here  I  am,  in  posses- 
sion of  Sam's  room  in  Stone  Street,  in  the  City  of 
Nrw  York,  on  the  Sth  day  of  June,  anno  dom.  1814. 
Just  four  years  since  we  parteil  on  this  very  place.'* 
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To  Theodosia  now  came  the  greatest  affliction^ 
the  crowning  sorrow  of  her  life.  On  July  1S»  1812, 
she  wrote: 

A  few  misermble  days  past,  my  dear  father,  and  your  late  letten 
would  have  gladdened  my  soul;  and  even  now  I  rejoice  at  their  ooa- 
tents  as  much  as  it  is  possible  for  me  to  rejoice  at  anything.  I  have 
lost  my  boy.  My  child  is  gone  forever.  He  expired  on  the  SOCli  of 
June. 

My  head  is  not  now  sufficiently  collected  to  say  anything  further. 
May  Heaven,  by  other  blessings,  make  you  some  amends  for  the  noble 
grandson  you  have  lost. 

Thbodobia. 

A  fortnight  later  Colonel  Alston  wrote  to  his 
father-in-law : 

A  few  miserable  weeks  since,  my  dear  sir,  and  in  spite  of  all  the 
embarrassments,  the  troubles,  and  disappointments  which  have  fallen 
to  our  lot  since  we  parted,  I  would  have  congratulated  you  on  your 
return  in  the  language  of  happiness.  With  my  wife  on  one  side  and 
my  boy  on  the  other,  I  felt  myself  superior  to  depression.  The  prcMot 
was  enjoyed,  the  future  was  anticipated  with  enthusiasm.  One  dread- 
ful blow  has  destroved  us;  reduced  us  to  the  veriest,  the  most  tub- 
li mated  wretchedness.  That  boy,  on  whom  all  rested;  our  companion^ 
our  friend  —  he  who  was  to  have  transmitted  down  the  mingled  blood 
of  llieodcMia  and  mvself  —  he  who  was  to  have  rede«ned  aU  tout 
glory,  and  Hhed  new  lustre  upon  our  families  —  that  boy,  at  once  oar 
happines.«i  and  pride,  is  taken  from  us  —  t#  df<ki.  We  saw  him  dead. 
My  uwn  hand  surrendered  him  to  the  grave;  yrt  we  are  alive.  But  it 
is  past.  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  life  is  a  burden,  which* 
heavy  as  it  is,  we  shall  both  support,  if  not  with  dignity,  at  least  with 
decenc}'  and  firmness.  Theodoe»ia  has  endured  all  that  a  human 
being  could  endure;  but  her  admirable  mind  will  triumph.  She  sup- 
ports herself  in  a  manner  worthy  of  your  daughter. 

We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  form  any  definite  plan  of  life.  My 
present  wish  is  that  llieodosia  should  join  you.  with  or  without  me, 
as  soon  as  possible.  My  command  here,  as  brigadier-general«  em- 
barrasses me  a  good  deal  in  the  disposal  of  mif9elf.    I  would  part 
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with  Tbeodosia  rdticUuitly:  but  if  I  find  mjidf  detained  here,  I  shall 
certainly  do  so.  I  not  only  reoogniie  your  daim  to  ber  after  loch 
a  separation,  but  diange  of  scene  and  your  society  will  aid  ber,  I  am 
conscious,  in  recovering  at  least  that  tone  of  mind  which  we  are  dea- 
tined  to  carry  through  life  with  us. 

I  have  great  anxiety  to  be  employed  against  Quebec,  should  ao 
army  be  ordered  thither,  and  have  letters  prepared  asking  of  the 
president  a  brigade  in  that  army.  From  the  support  which  that 
request  will  have,  if  not  obtained  now,  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be  al 
the  first  increase  of  the  military  force,  which,  if  the  war  be  seriously 
carried  on,  must  be  as  soon  as  Congress  meet.  Then,  be  the  event 
what  it  may,  I  shall  at  least  gain  something.    Adieu. 

Yours  with  respect  and  regard, 

Joseph  Awtoh. 

Just  a  month  after  Theodosia  informed  her  father 
of  the  death  of  her  boy,  she  wrote  him  again  from 

Seashore : 

.Mas!  my  dear  father,  I  do  live,  but  how  does  it  happen  ?  Of  what 
am  I  formed  that  I  live,  and  whv  ?  Of  what  service  can  I  be  in  this 
world  to  you,  or  anyone  eljie,  with  a  body  reduced  to  premature  old 
ap*,  ami  a  mind  enfeebled  and  bewildered  ?  Yet,  since  it  is  my  lot  to 
live,  I  will  en<leavor  to  fulfill  my  |>art,  and  exert  myself  to  my  utmost, 
though  this  life  must  henceforth  be  to  me  a  bed  of  thorns.  Which- 
ever way  I  turn,  the  same  anguish  still  assails  me.  You  talk  of 
consolation.  Ah!  You  know  not  what  vou  have  lost.  I  think 
()nmi|K>tence  could  give  me  no  e<]uivalent  for  my  boy;  no,  none  — 
none. 

I  wish  to  see  you.  ami  will  leave  this  as  soon  as  possible,  though 
not  so  soon  as  you  propose.  I  could  not  go  alone  by  land,  for  our 
coachman  is  a  f^rt^at  ilninkard,  and  requires  the  presence  of  a  master, 
an«i  my  hiishand  i><  ohligei]  to  wait  for  a  military  court  of  int|uiry, 
whi<*li  he  d«*iiuinfl<Hl  and  is  ordered  on  him.  It  will  sit  on  the  10th  of 
Au^ist.  How  long  it  will  Im«  in  scission,  I  know  not.  After  that  we 
^hall  s<*t  off.  though  I  do  not  |>erceive  how  it  is  possible  to  speak  with 
<-«'rtainty.  UvaiiM^  Mr.  .\l.ston  has  the  command  of  a  brigade  here. 
Wlirn  wf  do  p).  hr  thinks  of  g(»ing  by  water,  but  it  is  not  determined. 
It  wdl  prolmhiy  Ix*  late  in  August  before  we  go.     God  bless  you,  my 
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beloved  father.    Write  to  me  sometimes.     What  do  ytm  widi  done 
with  your  papers,  if  I  should  go  by  land  ? 

I  have  been  reading  your  letters  over  again.  I  am  not  insensible 
to  your  affection,  nor  quite  unworthy  of  it,  though  I  can  offer  nothing 
in  return  but  the  love  of  a  broken,  deadened  heart,  still  desiroiu  of 
promoting  your  happiness,  if  possible.     God  bless  you. 

Thsodosia. 

What  words  could  be  used  to  show  more  intensely 
the  desolation  of  a  bereaved  mother's  heart  than 
those  penned  by  her  own  trembling  hand?  The 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  mothers  who  have  felt 
the  same  poignant  shaft  are  the  only  ones  who  can 
fully  understand,  who  can  fully  sympathize  with 
such  a  sorro\i^ul  condition.  The  consolation  that 
religion  affords  points  to  a  meeting  in  the  future  — 
in  Heaven,  where  we  shall  know  our  own. 

"Oh,  when  a  Mother  meets  on  high. 
The  Babe  she  lost  in  infancy. 
Hath  she  not  then,  for  pains  and  fears. 
The  day  of  woe,  the  watchful  night. 
For  all  her  sorrow,  all  her  tears. 
An  over-payment  of  delight?*' 


CHAPTER  Xm 

HER  FATHER  IN   EXILE 

THEODOSIA'S  life  was  a  sacrifice  due  to  two 
primary  causes  —  the  Southern  climate  and  her 
father's  erratic  career.  The  first  cause  undermined 
her  constitution  and  shattered  her  health ;  the  second 
affected  her  mentally.  Not  being  able  to  recruit 
physically,  her  nerves  became  more  and  more  un- 
strung. It  is  a  wonder  that  she  did  not  have  our 
modem  disease  —  nervous  prostration;  perhaps  she 
did«  although  it  was  not  called  by  that  name. 

She  was  a  t)eautifuL  transplanted  Northern  flower, 
hut  the  change  to  a  Southern  clime  did  not  agree 
with  her.  From  the  sodden  rice  field  near  her  home 
a  miasma  arose  —  an  earth-born  poison  which  in- 
fecte<l  the  atmosphere.  She  was  aware  of  this,  for 
in  one  of  her  letters  to  her  husband  she  begged  him 
not  to  go  out  until  the  sun  was  high  and  the  un- 
healthy mist  was  burned  away  by  the  sun. 

We  must  not  blame  the  physicians  of  those  days, 
for  they  represented  the  advanced  medical  thought 
-  of  the  time.  No  physician  now  would  treat  ma- 
laria with  mercury;  he  would  rely  upon  that  supreme 
prrvrntative  -  and  often  cure  —  quinine.  The  doc- 
tors, ill  1795),  treated  Washington's  sore  throat  by 
hicoding,  so  w'v  ought  not  to  Ik*  surprised  that  the 
hmikmIv  did  not  (it  the  disease  in  Mrs.  Alston's 
riisv.  It  is  probable  that  her  son's  fits  of  stupor, 
to   wh'wh  slie   referred   in   the   letter  to  her  father, 

3<17 
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were  due  to  malaria,  and  his  death  to  its  attendant 
fever. 

While  Theodosia  was  suffering  both  physically 
and  mentally «  going  from  South  to  North,  and  then 
back  again;  from  shore  to  mountain,  and  then  to 
shore  again,  in  the  hope  of  winning  back  the  strength 
to  her  body  and  the  roses  to  her  cheeks,  what  was  her 
father  doing  ?     Where  was  he,  and  how  did  he  fare  ? 

Reference  has  l)een  made  to  the  "Journal**  kept 
by  him  during  his  residence  in  Europe,  from  1808 
to  1812.  lie  visited  England,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Holland,  Germany,  and  France,  paying  a  second  but 
unwilling  visit  to  England.  When  he  left  it  finally, 
he  wrote  in  his  Journal:  '*!  shake  the  dust  off  my 
feet.  Adieu,  John  Bull !  Insula  inhospitabUis^  as  it 
was  truly  called  1800  years  ago." 

No  one  can  justly  estimate  the  man  unless  he  has 
read  this  daily  transcript  of  his  thoughts  and  actions. 
Judged  by  modern  standards,  there  is  much  in  it  to 
condemn  from  a  moral  point  of  view.  A  study  of 
history  shows  like  dereliction  in  the  lives  of  many 
great  men  —  some  of  whom  were  afterwards  made 
saints. 

Burr  was  a  natural  raconteur.  He  was  a  facile 
writer  —  concise,  witty,  philosophical,  pathetic,  by 
turns.  Through  it  all  is  shown  his  dominant,  abid- 
ing love  for  his  daughter  and  grandson.  She  appears 
c*onstantly  in  its  pages;  sometimes  as  Theodosia; 
uioTv  often  as  TIuh).  The  initials  **T.  B.  A/*  oc- 
cur fre(|uently;  in  many  instances  only  the  letter 
*'T"  is  useiU  but  whatever  the  form  of  identification, 
the  love«  the  interest,  is  always  there,  though  often 
tenipere<l    by    mild,    or    even    stem,   reproof.     The 
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school-teaching  habit,  probably  inherited,  adhered 
to  him  to  the  last,  and  he  never  failed  to  encourage 
his  daughter  to  improve  her  mind,  and  to  avoid 
ennui  by  occupation.  He  usually  referred  to  him- 
self in  both  letters  and  Journal  as  ''A.  B.*' 

When  his  grandson,  Aaron  Burr  Alston,  first  tried 
to  say  "'grandfather*'  or  ""grandpa,**  his  infant  lips 
could  only  form  the  word  ""Gampy.**  This  childish 
speech  so  pleased  Burr  that  he  called  the  boy 
""Gamp,**  or  "" Gampillo,**  or  by  the  Latin  form 
""Gampillus.**  He  often  referred  to  himself  as 
""Gamp/*  meaning,  of  course,  ""grandfather.**  In  a 
few  instances  he  used  the  initials  ""A.  B.  A/* 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  biographers,  historians, 
and  writers  of  articles,  stories,  or  books,  to  refer  to 
Burr's  life  in  Europe  as  a  |)eriod  of  continual  priva- 
tion. He  is  depicte<l  as  an  exile,  an  outcast,  welcome 
in  no  man's  house,  an  honored  guest  at  no  man*s 
table.  To  change  entirely  this  opinion,  it  is  only 
neeessar)'  to  read  the  Journal.  The  edition  pub- 
lished in  1888  is  virtually  out  of  print;  that  issued  in 
inCKS  was  limited  to  ^50  c*opies,  thus  rendering  it 
inacressihie  to  the  great  reading  public.  It  covers 
IMM)  octavo  [)ages.  Inking  in  two  volumes.  If  reprinted 
and  sold  at  a  reasonable  price,  it  would  certainly 
have  a  larjje  sale. 

It  is  proposed  in  this  volume  to  cull  from  the 
Journal  what  are  deemed  the  most  interesting  pas- 
saj^tvs  relatinj:  to  liis  (laugher  and  grandson,  together 
with  conrlusive  testimonv  that  while  abroad  he  met 
the  sliiniiifj  lij^hts  in  science  and  literature,  was  well 
rc^rcivrd  l)y  them,  as  also  by  government  officials, 
and  nienilxTs  of  the  nobility,  and  even  royalty.     It 
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was  not  until  he  reached  France,  and  during 
second  visit  to  England,  that  his  finances  fell  to  a 
low  level.  Money  due  him  in  America  was  not  paid; 
but  his  money  troubles  were  due  principally  to  the 
political  animosity  of  General  John  Armstrong, 
Jonathan  Russell,  and  Samuel  McRae,  whose  in- 
dividual, and  oftentimes  combined,  opposition  to  his 
receiving  a  passport  kept  him  in  Europe  two  years 
longer  than  he  intended  to  stay.  Through  it  all  he 
was  the  philosopher,  the  man  of  iron  will,  and  despite 
the  constant  and  powerful  touches  of  adversity,  he 
retained  his  good-nature  and  health,  and  said  very 
little  against  those  who  had  so  spitefully  treated  and 
abused  him. 

The  writer  hopes  to  be  excused  for  presenting  in 
what  may  be  called  a  statistical  form  the  results  of  a 
tabulation  made  of  certain  information  contained  in 
the  Journal.  Colonel  Burr  was  absent  four  years; 
during  that  time  he  had  52  invitations  to  breakfast, 
199  to  dinner,  and  67  to  luncheon,  tea,  or  supper. 
He  made  it  a  rule  never  to  accept  an  invitation  to  a 
meal  unless  he  had  the  means  to  buy  one  for  himself. 
One  day  he  would  dine  in  princely  fashion,  and  the 
next  content  himself  with  potatoes  roasted  in  the 
ashes  of  his  grate,  with  a  sour  French  wine  for  drink« 
and  a  l)un(*h  of  grapes  for  dessert.  His  rides  and 
walks,  by  invitation,  numbered  46;  there  were  166 
[)ersons  who  called  upon  him,  and  he  made  653 
visits  of  a  business  or  social  nature. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  it  cannot  be  truthfully 
said  that  during  his  sojourn  in  Europe  he  was  an 
outcast  or  a  recluse. 

And  now,  after  this  general  preparation  for  our 
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journey,  we  will  accompany  him  on  his  travels, 
omitting  reference  to  his  passage  to  England,  and 
beginning  with  his  acquaintance  with  Jeremy  Ben- 
tham,  who  became,  and  always  remained,  his  friend. 

Amiable  nrnplidty  ol  Jeremy  Benthmm.  He  was  intemted  in  the 
picture  of  Theo.    *'  Dear  litUe  creature.    Let  tier  take  care.** 

At  Ridgeway's;  left  with  Madame,  an  obliging  woman,  a  memoran- 
dum of  books  for  A.  B.  A. 

To  Duval's  to  dine  at  five.  A  family  pnrty.  The  oounseDor, 
Lewis,  very  intelligent.  I  had  lent  for  a  few  days  the  picture  of  Theo* 
dosia,  which  was  hung  up  there  and  employed  more  of  my  thoughta 
than  the  dinner  and  company.    We  drank  her  health,  etc. 

Called  at  Madame  Duval's  to  thank  her  for  the  pretty  manner  in 
which  the  picture  was  sent  home.  She  said  rolling  injured  it:  and  she 
lia<l  procured  a  ven*  handsome  portfolio,  made  just  to  receive  it:  an 
attention  which  very  much  pleased  me. 

To  Achaud's:  saw  Madame  only:  gave  instructions  about  the  letters 
they  are  to  write  to  Portsmouth,  Falmouth,  and  Liverpool,  to  secure 
the  reception  of  T. 

(He  hoped  that  his  daughter  would  join  him  in 
Europe.) 

railed  at  Herries  and  Farquar's.  St.  James  Street,  agents  of  the 
late  Colonel  Charles  Williamson  to  see  for  letters  from  T.     None! 

None! 

Sent  Tom  with  the  packet  for  T.  He  put  it  into  the  mail  for  Fal- 
mouth. 

(ramp  was  tire<l  and  stop|>e<i  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  eat  a  jelly 
rakv.     H  jH'ncv. 

It  is  in  the  <*vonin^  only  that  I  wrote  to  you  in  this  manner.  Called 
at  Madame  W*s.  on  mv  return.  She  iia\*s  that  several  have  called 
without  leaving  their  namesi;  perhaps  someone  with  letters  from  you. 
The  -if^lit  of  your  handwriting  would  make  a  jubilee  in  my  heart. 
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I  refused  a  bed  at  Madame  Prevost's,  being  more  al  my  eaie  to 
smoke  my  segar  and  tell  little  Theo  what  I  have  been  about  But  I 
don*t  tell  her  half,  nor  quarter;  these  are  only  notes  to  write  from. 
Afraid  to  write  out. 

It  has  been  assumed  by  those  who  are  prone  to 
place  wrong  conceptions  on  such  sentences  as  the 
last  one  in  the  preceding  extract,  that  Colonel  Burr 
did  not  write  out  his  notes  because  they  were  im- 
proper. It  should  l^e  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
Colonel  Burr  was  in  a  foreign  country,  an  object  of 
suspicion,  and  fearful  that  his  papers  would  be 
seized  by  the  British  government,  as  they  were  after- 
ward. Having  l^een  hunted  for  months  by  officers 
in  his  own  countr}%  and  knowing  that  the  American 
representatives  resident  in  England  were  aware  of 
his  presence  in  that  country,  it  seems  only  natural 
that  he  should  have  taken  precautions  as  r^ards 
entries  in  his  private  journal,  and  in  writing  letters 
which  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  The 
fact  is  that  his  letters  to  America  were  not  addressed 
to  his  daughter,  but  were  sent  as  indosures  to  a 
friend  in  New  York,  by  whom  they  were  remailed. 
Wliile  in  Euro|x\  he  established  certain  agencies  for 
the  receipt  of  his  letters  and  papers,  which  in  turn 
were  remailed  to  him. 

Maclam<*  Colonel  P.  ^ve  letter  to  her  brother  at  Liverpool,  to  whoiB 
she  aUo  wrote  about  T. 

I  know  you  will  rave  like  a  Juno  if  you  are  not  told  what  I  do  and 
where  I  go  every  day. 

Here  is  p(K>r  Gamp  at  ^  in  the  morning,  at  Queen's  Square  Place, 
writing  nonsense  to  T.  B.  A.,  having  let  all  hit  fire  go  out,  and  the 
last  candle  just  gone. 
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Among  the  literary  men  of  England  I  have  met  M*Kcnae,  author 
of  "Man  c^  Feeling/'  and  Scott,  autlior  ol  tlie  ''BfinttKl.'*  I  met 
both  frequently  and  from  both  received  ctvilitiet  and  botpitafity. 
M'Kenae  has  twdve  children  —  six  dau^terv.  aD  very  intemting 
and  handnome.  He  is  remarkably  ^rightly  in  eoinpany»  amiable, 
witty  — might  {mub  for  42,  though  certainly  mudi  older.  Scott, 
with  leas  softness  than  M'Kenae,  has  still  more  animatioD;  talks 
much  and  is  very  agreeable. 

(At  this  time  M'Kenzie  was  64  and  Sir  Walter 
Scott  38.) 

Arbuthnot  called  and  brought  me  a  letter  from  T.  B.  A. 

Poor  little  dear  T.,  you  are  rivalled,  but  not  superceded  nor  even 
diminished  in  my  affections,  but  another  is  associated  with  our  joint 
existence  —  another  who  will  love  you  as  I  do. 

Sent  my  letter  to  the  post  office,  having  enclosed  to  J.  B.,  Theo*s 
l<'tter  of  I>ect*inbcr  5th  and  Clara *it. 

Clara  was  Madame  dWiivergne,  better  known  as 
I^eonora  SaUvSay,  author  of  "The  Horrors  of  St. 
Domingo/'  etc. 

At  lit'iitlianrs  found  your  letter  d  the  8d  of  January,  and  one  ol 

Septi'inlxT. 

Bn*akfa.st  at  nine.    Till  two  bringing  up  the  journal  for  T. 

Answer  fnitn  Iliiniphn^y.  He  had  no  further  communication  with 
'V.  or  \V.  ami  a.sks  niv  tletomiination. 

Read  over  my  letters  of  Noveml)er  and  Deceml)er  to  T.  and  by 
examining  the  sailing  of  the  packets,  am  in  hopes  that  she  got  my 
(hif>lieates  hy  the  Pnnet*«is  Amelia,  which  is  said  to  have  sailed  I>ecem- 
Imt  stli  and  arnve<|  .Tainiar\'  <7th.     Quite  renovated  bv  thisi  discoverv. 

To  Williain  (iraves.*  wheneo  sent  express  to  Queen  Square  Place 
for  my  l(*tt«  r>i.     He  n>tiirtu*<l  just  as  we  were  seated  in  the  post-chaise* 

with  a  |rlt«T  from    T. 

JcTtMiiy  IU*nthain  lived  in  Queen's  Square  Plaee. 
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The  preceding  extracts  have  been  taken  from 
Colonel  Burr's  Private  Journal  while  he  was  in  Eng- 
land.    From  that  country  he  proceeded  to  Sweden. 

As  the  packet  will  sail  to-morrow  for  Harwich,  and  the  mail  doaei 
this  evening  at  5,  wrote  a  postscript  to  my  letter  to  T.  B.  A.  and  a 
letter  to  W.  Graves  about  my  trunk,  enclosing  to  him  the  two  letters 
for  T.  B.  A. 

He  (Hosack)  has  got  "Davis*  Traveb,**  in  which  it  seems  you  and 
I  are  mentioned. 

Your  picture  was  opened  and  put  up  in  my  parlor  about  ten  days 
ago.  It  has  been  very  greatly  admired  and  given  occasion  to  many 
inquiries. 

To  Breda's  to  see  about  your  picture.  Nothing  yet  done,  but  his 
son  promises  to  do  it,  and  I  am  sure  he  will. 

Breda  was  a  celebrated  Swedish  painter  of  por- 
traits. 

To  Breda*s.  Nothing  yet  done  to  your  picture,  except  putting  it 
in  a  frame. 

To  Breda*s,  where  I  passed  an  hour  looking  at  your  picture.  I 
was  exceedingly  struck  and  alarmed  to  see  it  pale  and  faded.  Per- 
haps it  may  arise  from  being  placed  among  his  portraits.  whiHi  are 
very  high  coloured,  yet  the  impression  that  it  is  faded  is  fixed  on  my 
mind  and  has  almost  made  me  superstitious. 

To  Helvig*s;  sat  an  hour;  gave  to  her  servant  a  note  to  Breda  re> 
questing  him  to  bring  the  |)icture  for  her  inspection. 

This  morning  called  at  Breda *s  to  see  your  picture.  It  has  been 
varnished  and  is  perfectly  restored.  It  is  very  much  (and  very  justly) 
admired.     How  much  I  wish  I  could  get  a  copy  made  by  Breda. 

At  half  pasf  seven  to  Breda's,  where  we  talked  a  great  deal  about 
Theodosia.  **Good  (rod.**  says  he,  ** pardon  the  freedom,  but  can 
any  man  on  earth  be  worthy  of  that  woman  and  know  how  to  estimate 
her.  Such  a  union  of  delicacy,  dignity,  sweetness,  and  genius,  I 
never  saw.     Is  she  happy  ?"    He  almost  shed  tears. 
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To  d'H.  Madame  and  Mile  ntting  od  the  gnm;  mm  Mb  Maiy 
Ann  (only  think,  your  favorite  name)  beooming  daily  more  intemii^g. 

His  letters  to  his  daughter  Theodosia  were  ad- 
dressed to  Mary  Ann  Edwards. 

At  twelve  to  Breda*8  to  tee  the  picture.  He  has  phoed  il  among  all 
the  Goth  and  Vandal  beauties  and  they  are  really  beautifuL  but  all 
in  the  shade  by  your  presence.  This  and  DaTb  has  giTcn  you  great 
renown  here. 

A  previous  reference  has  been  made  to  Davis' 
Travels.  Possibly  Matthew  L.  Davis  is  meant. 
He  was  one  of  Burr*s  most  intimate  friends;  wrote 
his  memoirs;  edited  the  Journal,  and  wrote  con- 
stantly for  the  newspapers.  For  a  time  he  sent 
letters  from  Washington  to  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer,  under  the  pen  name  of  "A  Spy  in 
Washington.''  He  also  wrote  for  the  London  Times, 
signing  his  letters  *'The  Genevese  Traveler.**  It 
may  he  that  it  was  to  Davis*  letters  to  the  London 
Times  that  Burr  refers. 

M*lle  ririck.    She  is  beautiful,  very  beautiful,  about  15,  nearfy 

vour  size  and  form. 

Went  to  Breda*s  to  take  a  book.     You  had  a  Uuish  cast  this  moni- 

ing  which  I  did  not  like. 

To-morrow  shall  write  you  stylographically  on  the  water.  Aon 
jioir.  i'unu*  those  swamps  and  the  latitude  d  S5.  Now  you  fed  it, 
Alas,  where  are  those  roses  which  cost  an  empire  to  restore! 

Burr  refers  to  the  malarial  eonditions  where 
Theodosia  resided.     He  was  alarmed  for  her  health. 


TunilMTp's.  He  ofTcnnl  me  a  copy  of  his  "Traveb"  in 
which  I  vcrv  ffwtlJMhly  dc*clined.  He  answered  with  great  dieerfulness 
my  c|uestiori  hImmi!  Japan.  I  had  made  notes  so  that  nothing  might 
1m-  f4>rp>tt<'n.     rray,  n^ad  his  "Traveb";  they  will  answer  you  much 
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and  then  you  may  question  me.  You  may  believe  every  word  he 
writes.  You  are  perhaps  ignorant  that  in  Japan  women  are  as  free 
as  in  any  part  d  Europe,  and  I  think  rather  more  so,  but  I  cannot 
now  (peihaps  never)  commit  to  writing  all  he  says. 

At  ten  to  Breda *s  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  picture:  found  it  in  good 
order  and  looking,  alas,  I  fear,  very  diflferent  from  the  original. 

To  Breda*s  to  see  your  picture  and  to  talk  to  him.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  sensible,  well-bred  men  I  meet;  his  son,  too,  only  91,  ts  a 
youth  ci  extraordinary  talents  and  amiable  disposition. 

Yesterday  opened  your  picture.  It  is  in  perfect  order.  Luning*8 
contrivance  had  secured  it  completely  from  the  dust.  Since  opening 
it  (at  Stockholm)  I  have  carried  it  the  whole  way.  two  hundred  miles, 
on  my  lap.  Indeed,  madame,  you  bothered  me  not  a  little.  You 
are  now  hung  up  in  my  room  so  that  I  can  talk  with  you. 

A  letter,  a  letter,  a  letter!  At  a  moment  when  I  had  given  up  all 
expectation  and  even  all  hope.  At  5  P.  M.,  this  same  Tuesday,  came 
in  a  tall,  meagre,  well-dressed  man,  and  asked  if  I  were  A.  B.  *' Yes.'* 
He  handed  me  a  letter  superscribed  in  your  handwriting.  It  is  your 
letter  d  the  1st  and  id  August.     I  could  have  kissed  the  fellow. 

^Mth  great  trepidation  I  opened  the  picture  on  Sunday  morning. 
It  has  suflfered  no  injury.  It  hangs  in  my  room.  But  I  am  quite  out 
of  humor  that  my  visitors  have  expressed  only  commonplace  admira- 
tion for  it.  Yesterday  Mile  de  Coningk  expressed  a  desire  to  tee  it, 
and  thither  you  go  to-morrow. 

I  shall  make  some  addition  to  Gampy*s  stock  here.  You  can*t 
think  what  trouble  the  little  varlet  has  brought  me  into. 

Burr  had  promised  to  make  a  collection  of  foreign 
coins  for  his  grandson. 

The  picture  has  come  on  my  lap.  I  could  not  bear  to  tee  you 
bouncing  about  in  the  bottom  of  the  wagon,  but  I  shall  not  open  it 
again  till  Hamburg  (Germany).  My  companions  are  asleep,  and 
now  at  1 1 ,  having  had  my  bed  warmed,  much  the  mode  here,  I  am  also 
going  to  make  up  the  arrears  of  the  last  two  nights,  having  otdered 
breakfast  at  seven  and  the  pretty  maid  to  wake  me  at  six.     I^et  me  tec. 
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how  are  you  now  employed?    Probably  al  breakfasl  with  Gunpy 
asking  you  an  hundred  ol  quettiont  about  —  God  knows! 

Done,  even  the  picture;  all,  all  packed,  ready  for  itarting  at  Mtaiiae. 
I  bid  you  bon  woir  a  doten  timet  before  I  shut  you  in  that  dark  caae. 
I  can  never  do  it  without  regret    It  teems  at  if  I  were  buiying  you 

alive. 

Your  picture  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  plague,  and  but  for  J.  I  thould 
never  have  got  it  wdl  put  up.  I  have  a  great  mind  to  roll  you  up  again 
and  pack  you  away  in  the  trunk,  though  your  great  and  good  friend 
Brrda  so  strongly  remonstrated  against  it.  He  also  varnished  and  put 
you  in  a  frame  for  mere  love. 

I  did  come  in  on  an  open  wagon  last  night,  and  was  from  seven 
till  one  oclock  —  six  hours  —  coming  a  little  more  than  three  miles. 
You  who  love  so  to  ride  fast  would  die  to  go  at  this  rate.  I  could  walk 
much  faster;  but  then,  how  transport  my  little  trunk  and  the  picture? 

At  len^ilh  I  >'iel(ie<I  to  the  Holieitations  of  Eleonora  and  Doris*  and 
oiM'iK'tl  the  j)irtiin\  No  small  labor,  for,  to  secure  it  more  perfectly, 
I  had  covered  it  with  rartri<lge  paper,  sealed  down  to  the  edge  of  the 
l>o\.  and  over  that  the  li<i  tied  by  a  hundred  cords.  It  was  in  perfect 
onler  aiul  was  ^•atly  admired.  Of  course,  a  thousand  questi<ms 
about  you.    I'he  fjprls  did  it  up  again  without  my  aid. 

The  common  fuel  is  turf,  which  is  very  pleasant  for  stoves,  and  so 
verk'  cheaf)  tliat  Mr.  L.  who  has  a  large  family  and  a  house  as  big  aa 
six  of  vours  at  the  Oaks,  told  me  that  his  fuel  cost  him  but  M  louis 

(alMUit  ^0.00)  per  annum. 

Tlic  "Oaks"  was  the  name  of  Theodosia*s  resi- 
dence at  (Jeorjjetown,  South  Carolina. 

Oh.  I  for^*t  to  tell  my  dear  little  Gampy;  he  would  have  jumped 
out  nf  hi^  skin  to  S4v  it:  such  a  family  and  surh  music,  but  I  must 
ir\\v  liiin  the  |>:nii<*ul.'irs.  The  jirinnpal  personages  were:  I.  a  jackass: 
^.  twi>  monki'VH  <in»>s«ii  in  re^mentals,  one  in  green,  the  other  in 
«<.'trlrt;  :>.  an  t-noriiiou-*  l>ear:  4,  dnmmier  and  bag|Hper.  But  they 
()i<l  ilanri-  in  such  u  .style,  and  the  monkeys  played  so  many  tricks  to 
till'  [KHir  Im  ar.  an«l  Mr.  I)ear  did  so  gn)wL  and  Gamp  did  so  laugh. 
Kilt  I'll  tell  liini  all  alNUit  it  next  time. 
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The  Duke  extremely  gaj.  Having  said  that  I  had  jour  pictore, 
after  dinner  he  insisted  that  I  should  send  for  it,  which  was  done  bj 
one  of  the  huissiers.  You  were  exhibited  and  sufficiently  admired. 
His  highness  was  quite  gallant  to  you. 

At  10  came  in  Mr.  de  Kunkel  to  thank  me  in  the  name  ol  his  high- 
ness, and  in  his  own,  and  make  compliments,  etc.  I  gave  him  yester- 
day a  small  Swedish  coin,  having  a  good  likeness  of  Gustavus  IV, 
which  he  gave  to  his  highness,  and  whereupon  they  had  the  politencas 
to  set  great  value.  It  is  one  of  Gampy's  collections,  but  I  have  the 
like  or  would  not  have  given  it  to  any  Prince  or  Princess  in  Europe. 

The  Duke  perfectly  amiable;  renewed  the  subject  of  your  picture; 
found  a  great  deal  of  fault  with  the  painter.  He  has  taste  and  skill 
in  all  the  fine  arts.  In  the  original,  said  he,  there  must  be  dignity, 
majesty,  gentleness,  sensibility  —  all  discernible  in  the  picture,  but 
imperfectly  expressed;  would  leave  a  copy  if  there  were  time;  promised 
to  send  him  one. 

I  much  wished  for  your  sake  to  have  visited  the  old  Chateau  of 
Wartzbourg,  which  is  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain  overhanging 
this  town.  You  can  imagine  nothing  more  romantic  than  the  site. 
It  has  been  famous  in  story  more  than  300  years.  It  is  a  fine  ruin, 
but  part  habitable  and  inhabited. 

Think  to  buy  you  a  dictionary  and  something  for  Gampy  to  be 
sent  to  Hamburg. 

At  the  lime  of  writing.  Colonel  Burr  was  in  Frank- 
fort, Germany. 

"^rhe  supper  elegant  and  the  guests  extremely  gay.  Somehow,  I 
thought  more  of  Man-  .\nn  than  of  all  present. 

As  previously  nole<I,  Mary  Ann  was  a  name  given 
by  Burr  to  his  daughter. 

l^o  Madame  Vandervelten,  our  cou.<rin.  Yesterdav  sent  for  her 
to  inH|)ect  the  picture,  about  which  many  pretty  things  were  said. 

To  Vanderlyn,  with  whom  I  left  the  picture  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  an  engraver. 
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At  this  time,  Colonel  Burr  was  in  Paris. 

The  Critical  DictioiMiy  of  SynoDjiiii,  nol  pratanding  to  be  a  oom* 
plete  dictioiMiy  of  the  language,  in  three  Tolumea,  may,  at  the  Mme 
time,  be  had  for  SS  francs.  The  last  two  I  shall  buj  for  jrou,  and  the 
new  edition  of  the  dictionaiy.  But  how  they  are  to  be  got  out  to  jon, 
is  a  circumstance  not  yet  foreseen,  all  commeroe  on  both  sides  being 
prohibited. 

Went  to  the  medal  mint  to  see  for  medab  for  Gampy,  bat  had 
no  success. 


Thence  home  and  to  the  Imperial  Library  to  see  Haase,  who  {mmH 
iaed  to  aid  me  about  medals.  What  running  I  have  had  about  that 
little  rascal *8  medals!  Haase  conducted  me  throu^  the  departments 
6t  engravings  and  manuscripts:  showed  me  the  most  andent  Greek 
and  Latin  which  are  of  the  fourth  centuiy;  the  original  lofe  fatteti 
of  Henry  IV,  some  by  Charlemagne,  etc.  No  medals  can  be  had  there 
but  antiques  and  those  in  sulphur  —  too  fragile  and  too  dull  to  suit 
Gain|>y.  I  got,  however,  an  address  to  one  whom,  it  is  said,  something 
in  this  way  may  be  had.  But  my  reputation  is  gone.  Everywhere 
announctxi  as  a  niiniismatician.  I  shift  it  all  on  you.  It  is  you  and 
not  nie  wlio  are  Aoientific  in  medals. 

At  ten  came  in  Madame  Paschaud's  derk  to  see  about  packing 
up  your  IxMiks.  I  wax  afitonished  to  see  the  mass  when  put  together. 
.\t  lea.st  four  (nibic  feet.  But,  alas,  the  greater  part  worthless  stuff 
which  )ia.H  been  ini|)osed  on  me  in  different  places.  We  resohred,  at 
lenfj^th.  to  transport  the  whole  to  Pasdiaud's  and  there  have  the  in* 
ventor>'  and  the  |>acking. 

Now,  madame,  shall  tell  you  a  secret.  Despairing  of  any  success 
in  my  pniject,  a  few  days  ago  asked  passport  to  go  to  the  United 
States,  which  was  refused.  Asked  one  to  go  to  Rouen,  to  see  M *e 
l^n^'orthy,  which  was  granted,  to  circulate  for  a  year,  which 
more  than  I  iL^^kcil  or  wanted.  Was  told  that  I  could  not  have  s 
(K)rt  to  ^>  out  of  the  cin|>ire.  Here  I  am  a  State's  prisoner,  and  almost 
withfHit  u  <Tnt. 

Sj)ort«<rnen  sh4M)t  ducks  and  their  dogs  jump  out  of  the  boat,  swim 
to  the  killt^l  <luck  and  hnng  him  on  lx)ard.  How  Gampy  would 
laugh  and  stan*. 
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Forgot  to  say  that  I  had  yesterday  a  letter  from  Luning's  fmtlKr, 
very  amiable,  and  to-day  another  from  our  cousin,  John  Gotleib  Burr, 
giving  the  history  of  his  family,  which  will  give  me  some  trouble  to 
translate  and  then  to  reply  in  German.  You  did  not  know  before  I 
told  you,  and  I  have  not  told  you  yet,  huzzy,  that  you  are  a  DutdmuuL 
But  alas,  in  my  affairs,  no  passport,  no  advance,  no  money. 

Good  evening,  dear  Theodosia! 

Yesterday,  no,  it  was  Tuesday,  the  weather  changed,  and  it  is  now 
so  cold  that  I  should  be  glad  of  a  fire,  but  to  that  there  are  great  objec- 
tions, for  what  would  become  of  the  fifty  plays,  and  of  something.  I 
won*t  tell  you  what,  which  I  meditate  to  buy  for  Gampillo,  that  will 
make  his  heart  kick. 

Observe  how  very  reasonable  and  sage  I  have  been  for  ten  daya. 
I  never  spend  a  livre  that  I  do  not  calculate  what  pretty  thing  I  might 
have  bought  for  you  and  Gampillo;  hence  my  economy. 

To  Griswold*s  where  I  took  a  second  breakfast.  He  let  me  have 
2,000  francs,  about  $S38,  for  which  I  gave  a  rerei|)t,  containing  a 
request  for  you  to  pay  it  in  case  I  should  not  pay  it  within  a  year. 
This  will  enable  me  to  get  to  America,  if  I  should  e\'er  get  a  passport. 
Passed  two  hours  with  (r.  You  know  I  always  thought  he  had  one 
of  the  most  acute,  logical  heads  of  our  countr}*. 

It  is  known  that  all  foreign  letters  go  to  tlie  fK>lice  for  examination. 
If  you  have  written  me,  your  letter  has  not  been  delivered.  Per- 
ha|>s  you  ha<l  a  few  words  of  ci|>her:  if  so,  I  shall  never  see  it. 

Home  to  write,  but  could  send  you  nothing,  not  knowing  a  single 
pers<in  in  Philaiirlphia  to  whom  I  could  tnutt  a  |>arcel  to  you. 

Have  laid  out  a  louis  in  grammars,  dictionaries,  and  some  other 
lMM>k.H,  for  which  ex|>ense  I  console  m^iielf  they  will  be  useful  to  you 
and  (rainpillo.  Wn>te  you  another  letter,  and  one  to  Hosack,  with  a 
|>arrel  for  ea<*li  <»f  you.  and  went  to  Vanderlyn*s  with  them.  He  went 
to  Wanlen's,  who,  learning  that  the  letters  and  parceb  were  from  me« 
would  not  take  them. 

Thence  to  Quai  de  Voltaire,  where  I  bought  three  little  books  of 
SfMinish  dialogues,  for  I  am  resolved  to  read  the  language,  and  bcndca, 
the}'  will  dc»  for  you  and  Ctam^Mllo 
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Wat  thii  moniiiig  al  Le  Doiii*!  to  look  at  waldMi  for  adf  and 
Self,  I  think*  will  not  gel  one. 


I  have  been  reading  two  boon  in  Cabanit.  It  is»  I  tUnk,  cl  all 
the  bodes  which  I  have  boii|^t  for  you,  Aat  wbiA  will  aftoid  jrou 
the  most  satisfaction.  It  b  exactly  in  your  line,  being  at  oooe  meiBcal 
and  philosophical:  and  so,  good  ni^it 

Off  again  to  Vanderlyn*s  befoie  breakfast  He  was  just  gjMng 
up  (9  o'clock);  has  become  a  little  lasy.  He  promised  me  a  oopy  cl 
your  picture,  which  has  been  in  his  hands  for  the  purpose  now  five 
months.     For  the  last  four  he  has  not  touched  it. 

I  live  veiy  temperately  and  take  moderate  exerdse,  and  have  no 
fatigue  of  mind,  except  when  I  think  of  your  being  in  those  vile  swanpa. 

Have  I  told  you  that  Due  de  Alberg  says  if  I  can  get  a  ceitificata 
from  the  American  consul,  I  shall  have  no  further  difficulty  about  a 
paHS()ort  ?  llenci'  my  application  to  Mr.  Russell  and  to  McRae.  If 
tht*  latter  an.Hwers  insolently,  the  only  re\'enge  I  will  take,  for  revenge, 
you  know«  is  not  in  my  nature,  will  be  to  publish  his  letter. 

Bought  you  twelve  volumes  d  different  things  (octavos)  for  14 
livn*M.  Think  I  will  buy  you  no  more,  except  a  few  plays  and  some 
pretty  books  for  Gampillus. 

To-morrow  will  come  the  wash-woman  for  4  francs  10  sous.  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  sacrifice  some  d  the  nice  little  pieces  which  I  in- 

tended  to  ke<*p  for  Gampillo. 

Ala.s!  mv  lame  fcK>t  has  alreadv  cost  me  a  louis  in  cab  hire  and 
inetliranients.     What  pretty  things  that  louis  would  have  iKMight  for 

Cianipillo. 

Some  time  ago.  Madame  R.,  showing  me  her  jeweb,  seemed  par* 

ticularly  pleaMnl  with  a and  ear-ring  of  Italian  sculpture  out  of 

(*<mf>h  shrll.  Of  (^mnus  1  admiml  them.  To-dav  she  made  them  a 
pn*^*!!!  t(»  you.  1  (ItH'Iined  as  long  as  I  could,  for  though  they  are 
f)n>tty  a««  ruri<»siti(^!(.  they  are  things  not  for  you  to  wear.  Still,  they 
art*  vcn-  i)n'ttv  to  stare  at  and  so  vou  shall  have  them. 

TIk'  (linruT  cost  7  franes.  and  htui  a  cambric  handkerchief.     Not 
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one  of  youni,  they  were  all  add,  you  know,  in  Stockliolm,  ezoepi  foor 
which  I  have  yet. 

Casting  about  for  ways  and  means,  no  one  oocumd  to  me  but 
that  of  robbing  poor  little  Gampy.  I  opened  his  little  treasure  of  ooint 
and  medals  to  see  what  could  be  spared,  and  finally  seised  one  Spanish 
dollar  (thaler)  of  Charles  VII,  and  two  Swedish  thalers  of  Gustavus  IV. 
With  these  I  went  off  to  a  changpur,  who  gave  rae  5  francs,  5  sous  each« 
making  in  the  whole  15  francs  15  sous. 

Forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  did  on  Thursday  rob  Gampy  of  another 
Swedish  coin,  to  pay  my  woman-grcwer  for  the  cheese. 

Played  an  hour  Wolves  and  Shee|)  with  Valkenaer,  and  he  beat  me 
every  game.  It  is  a  charming  game  for  Gampy,  and  I  will  teach  it  to 
him  and  Gampilla  (Theodosia). 

Vanderl^-n  has  not  sent  the  picture  to  Fenwick.  The  lasy  dog! 
But  he  is  about  to  model  your  head  in  plaster,  which  if  he  does,  shall 
forgive  him  many  sins. 

At  five  to  Madame  Fenwick *8  to  dine  tete-a-tete,  as  usual.  Your 
picture  was  there  and  you  were  the  princi{>al  to|)ic.  She  thinks  it 
worth  a  voyage  to  America  to  see  you,  and  I  told  her  I  had  written 
you  that  it  was  worth  a  voyage  to  France  to  see  her. 

Yesterday  was  cold,  and  to-<lay  colder.  Quite  winter;  the  gutters 
are  all  frozen  up  hanl.  Put  on  my  flannel  waistcoat  this  morning, 
tui  I  wear  no  surtout,  for  a  great  many  philoM>|)hic  reasons:  principally 
becaujie  I  have  not  got  one.  The  old  great-coat  which  I  brought 
from  .\men(*a  still  ser\'es  in  travelling  if  I  should  e%'er  again  travel. 
Happy  New  Year,  mother  and  (lampy!  Ah!  I  catchnl  you  both! 
The  dock  is  now  striking  1^.     (December  Slst,  1810.) 

Madame,  the  biuiiness  is  to  show  him  your  portrait,  and  to  know 
for  how  much  I  can  have  it  enamelled  on  a  watch.  Also  that  of  Gamp, 
to  enamel  on  another  watch,  to  replace  the  lost  Lepine. 

Now.  if  I  can  get  a  passport  to  Bremen  and  Amsterdam,  I  will 
send  you  a  million  of  franco  within  six  months;  but  one>half  of  it 
muM  be  laid  out  in  pretty  things.  Oh,  what  beautiful  things  I  wiD 
send  you!  Gampillus,  t€M>,  shall  have  a  beautiful  little  watch,  and 
at  least  fifty  trumpets  of  different  si 
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To  Hahn'i,  whom  I  took  with  me  to  VaoderlTn's  to  look  at  jour 
picture  and  ettimmte  the  expense  cf  an  enamelled  co|^  in  miniature, 
to  put  on  a  watch  for  Gampy  at  soon  at  I  get  pomenion  cf  mj  fortune. 

Wrote  jou  and  mentioned  lending  tome  books  for  Gampj;  bat 
when  the  letter  was  finished  could  not  find  the  books.  Sent  the  letter 
without  alteration,  and  you  will  think  someone  has  stolen  the  books. 

My  dear  Theodosia,  I  am  sick  at  heart,  having  made  the  most 
afllicting  of  all  discoveries,  the  perfidy  cf  a  friend.  A  few  days  ago, 
slight  suspicion  was  excited  in  my  mind,  as  you  may  recollect,  bat  I 
rejected  it  as  unworthy  of  him  and  unworthy  of  me.  It  is  confirmed 
with  every  circumstance  of  aggravation.  I  had  built  on  it  the  hopes 
of  my  fortune.  He  pledged  solemnly  his  honour  to  speak  cf  it  to  no 
one  without  my  leave;  not  to  take  a  step,  but  in  concurrence  with  me, 
on  terms  we  had  agreed.  He  went,  I  believe,  the  same  day,  disclosed 
the  whole,  and  associated  himself  with  another  to  take  it  wholly  from 
me.  The  worthy  object  is  irrevocably  lost;  for  even  if  he  should 
n*|K>nt,  he  (*anii()t  take  \vu*k  his  lo8t  communications,  lliis  man 
first  sought  me  under  very  peculiar  circumstances;  such  as  denoted 
^nerosity  of  sentiment,  senjiibility,  and  independence  of  mind. 

Why  need  I  go  to  Paris.'  Indeed,  I  can't  exactly  teU  you:  but  a 
thousand  nothings,  of  which,  probably,  the  most  important  are  to 
buy  (ranipy  some  beautiful  marbles  and  you  some  silk  stockings. 

What  a  pity  that  I  have  not  50  guineas  to  buy  you  lace  here.    Oh, 

what  a  (juantity  you  would  have! 

Af^in  and  a^in  I  pray  you  to  recollect  that  this  is  not  a  journal  to 
read,  hut  luvrv  notes  fnnn  which  to  talk  or  speak,  like  a  lawyer.  It  is 
my  brief,  from  which  I  shall  make  you  and  Gampillo  many  and  many 
a  s|x»erh. 

But  Burr  was  destined  never  to  see  either  daughter 

or  grandson. 

At  :\  t(N)k  Vandc'rU-n  to  the  enameller*s.  He  will  make  a  horrid 
tiling,  niul  1  f«>ar  you  will  l>e  little  pleased,  except  with  my  endeavours 

to  filrjLM*  yon. 

(taiiipillo*s  Irtters  are  all  lost.     A  greater  loss  to  me  than  the  works 
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of  Menaoder  or  Tadtua.  My  dear  Theodosia,  how  well  you  write. 
You  must  write  a  book.  I  have  got  the  subject,  but  hare  no  time  to 
talk  of  this  now. 

Bought  Gampy  a  pretty  seal,  on  which  I  will  have  his  initials  en- 
graved. Bought  you  also  six  pretty  stones  for  seals  or  rings.  All  10 
francs. 

Have  got  my  passport.  Shall  go  to-morrow.  Have  your  walcfa. 
Have  brought  you  nothing,  nor  for  my  poor,  dear  little  Gamp.  Shall 
bring  you  nothing  but  myself. 

I  have  paid  the  Captain  480  guilders,  which  is  equal  to  about  SO 
louis.  But  how  did  I  raisie  this?  The  reply  contains  a  dreadful 
disclosure.  I  raised  it  by  the  sale  of  all  my  little  meubles  and  loose 
property.  Among  others,  alas!  my  dear  little  Gamp*8.  It  is  shock- 
ing to  relate,  but  what  could  I  do  ?  The  Captain  said  it  was  impos- 
sible to  get  out  of  town  without  500  guilders.  He  had  tried  every 
resource  and  was  in  desf>air.  llie  money  must  be  raised,  or  the 
voyage  given  up.  So,  after  turning  it  over  and  looking  at  it,  and  open- 
ing it,  and  putting  it  to  my  ear  like  a  baby,  and  kissing  it,  and  beggini^ 
you  a  thousand  pardons  out  loud,  your  dear,  little  beautiful  watch 
was  —  was  sold.  I  do  assure  you  —  but  you  know  how  sorry  I  was. 
If  my  clothes  had  been  sa]<*able,  thry  would  have  gone  first,  that's 
sure.     But  heighho!  when  I  get  rich  I  will  buy  you  a  prettier  one. 

On  September  16,  1811,  Burr  arrive<i  at  Amster- 
dam. I'he  vessel  upon  which  lie  sailed  from  that  city 
was  captured  hy  a  British  frigate,  and  the  passengers 
were  taken  to  Yarmouth,  in  England. 

B<*hold  my  destiny  accomplinhed!  I  am  going  to  Africa.  When 
shall  I  see  you,  my  dear  childn*n  ?  But  will  wait  for  a  reply  to  my 
letter  before  going. 

It  1%  alrea<lv  within  a  few  davs  of  six  months  since  I  left  Paris  oo 
my  way  to  the  United  States  and  then  belie\-ing  I  should  see  you  in 
six  wc*eks.  and  now,  on  the  14th  December,  am  farther  from  yoa 
than  I  was  on  the  14th  of  July. 

The  moment  iif  mv  arrival  in  liondon.  shall  sell  all  mv  booka. 
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your  books,  poor  little  GampiUo;  and  aU  mj  dothfli,  Mve  two  ihifti, 
and  put  tlie  thing  in  eiocutioa;  and  lo  looii  aa  I  gel  tliia  milEon,  Loidl 
What  pretty  thingi  I  shall  buy  for  thee  and  GanqMllo!  Laid  out, 
however,  a  great  deal  cf  money  last  ni|^t    Tlioqgiht  cf  the  faithful 

in  the  United  States. 


This  is  Christmas  eve.  I  have  no  compliments  to  make  or  receive 
in  this  country,  and  you  are  probably  at  Oaks  with  GampiOo  and 
as  little  annoyed  with  visits  as  myself.  Bferry  Christmas!  The 
clock  strikes  12.  The  cries  of  watchmen;  are  now  ringing  smaD  beOs 
and  repeating  something  which,  by  the  cadence,  b  verse;  but  though 
1  have  opened  my  windows,  I  cannot  distinguish  a  wofd. 

After  hunting  an  hour  for  something  to  seU,  particularly  for  the 
diamond  watch,  could  not  find  it,  but  found  six  suit  cf  ribbons  wUdl 
I  had  bought  for  you  at  Palais  Royal;  in  all  twcnty-ei^t  yards.  AUsr 
gazing  at  them,  and  painting  to  myself  the  pleasure  they  would  give* 
as  being  my  taste  and  evidence  of  my  recoUection  in  all  places,  I  re- 
lucUiitly  resolved  to  sell  them  if  I  could  get  $50.00.  They  cost  170.00 
but  they  are  pretty  and  here  new. 

I).  M.  R.  left  the  ribbons  with  a  lady  of  fashion  who  was  diarmed 
with  them,  and  he  thinks  he  will  get  more  than  $50.00.  If  so,  I  hope 
you  will  not  regret  the  robber)'  nor  condemn.  Don't  think,  GampiOo, 
that  you  are  to  escape.  I  have  serious  thoughts  of  offering  in  the 
lump  the  residue  of  your  coins  and  medals.  Trash,  indeed,  but  heve 
happens  to  be  a  medal-monger  who  may  value  sudi  trash,  and  if  he 
should  offer  10  guineas  they  are  gone  —  gone. 

The  ship  Vigilant,  which  was  captured  by  the 
British  frigate,  was  finally  released  by  the  British 
governmeiit.  Colonel  Burr  had  paid  his  fare  to 
Anieriea  on  this  vessel,  but  the  United  States  consuls 
at  I>)n<l()n  and  Yarmouth  onlered  the  Captain  of 
the  I'icjilant  not  to  accept  Burr  as  a  passenger,  and 
tlireat<MUMl  tlie  Captain  with  the  displeasure  of  the 
Unite<l  States  government  if  he  disobeyed. 

I  hasUn  to  t<ll  you,  my  dear  Theo.  that  I  am  perfectly  well,  for  I 

know  how  impatient  you  are  to  hear. 
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Burr  still  made  an  effort  to  secure  passage  on  the 
Vigilanty  but  he  did  not  wish  to  go  to  New  Orleans. 
He  wrote  in  his  Journal : 

I  hftve  strong  objections  to  going  to  New  Orleans,  yri  no  altctnft- 
tive  is  seen  but  that  of  staying  here.  If  I  should  think  of  midiiig 
permanently  here,  I  could  find  the  means  of  support,  but  I  prefer  to 
have  my  throat  cut  nearer  you. 

Every  arrival  makes  me  sad  to  reflect  that  I  can  have  no  leCtcfi, 
having  interdicted  you  from  writing.  How  many  things  have  hap- 
pened to  you!     I  have  often  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions. 

I  am  pretty  sure  that  my  hostess  has  n<i  suspicion  of  the  stale  of 
the  treasury,  for  on  coming  in  I  find  a  stock  of  coal  and  wood  bought 
this  dav. 

Got  some  things  out  of  my  trunk  for  sale,  namely »  half  a  piece  ol 
cambric  which  I  had  sealed  up  for  you,  and  resolve<l  to  keep  through 
thick  and  thin:  but  ever^'thing  visible  must  go,  or  I  shall  lose  the 
opportunity  of  this  ship;  and,  as  every  day's  delay  diminishes  my 
means,  the  longer  I  stay,  the  less  likely  am  I  to  ever  get  out. 

To  Joyce's  for  the  ring-watch;  not  done.  That  trinket  mual  gel 
me  off,  and  yet  I  fi*ar  the  ship  will  go  before  I  get  it. 

To  Joyct**H,  the  watchmaker.     Be  assuml  he  means  to  swindle 
horribly.     Said  the  ring- watch  cannot  be  done  in  10  days. 


To  Joyces*,  the  watchmakers;  two  brothers,  twin  knaves.  Nothing 
done.  They  told  me  twenty  lies  about  the  great  difficulty  of  getting 
a  glasji.  l*he  watch  is  taken  to  pieces  and  I  am  wholly  in  their  power. 
They  mean  to  swindle  me  out  of  two  or  thn*e  guineas  for  doing  nothing, 
and  what  is  worse,  I  shall  not  get  |MMseAsion  of  the  thing  in  time  to  aid 
me  off.  .  .  .  /\fter  dinner  m-ent  again  to  Joyce *h.  They  told  me  Ihe 
same  lies  over  again  alxHit  breaking  six  glacises,  etc.,  but  will  fix  no 
time  when  I  can  have  it.  It  was  with  difficultv  I  forebore  to  call  Ihen 
rascals  to  their  faces;  but  then  they  would  undoubtedly  spoil  il  with 
malice. 

R.  M.  had  soWl  the  remnant  of  cambric  for  a  guinea  a  yard  and 
gave  me  10  pounds.     I  then  put  into  his  hands  eight  handkerchicft 
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of  die  Mine  cmmbric  to  diapote  cf ,  being  aIm  Ihoee  wUch  had  been 
folded  up,  lemled,  and  addKMcd  to  you.  The  ribbons  and  ooina  nol 
yet  fold,  but  be  has  hopes.  Thus  am  I  obliged  to  phinder  70a  and 
Gampillo  to  the  vety  hist  article. 

After  much  inquiry  found  in  this  ndghboffhood  a  pcnon  who 
grinds  glasses  for  watches.  Gave  him  the  form  of  the  gbas  required 
for  the  ring-watch.  He  said  he  would  make  one  for  two  shillingl^ 
and  that  I  could  have  it  to-morrow  morning;  but  it  was  necessary 
he  should  have  the  watch  to  take  exactly  the  form  and  siae.  And  the 
Joyces  have  kept  me  IS  days,  pretending  the  amaang  difficulty  cf 
getting  a  gUuw  of  that  form;  that  their  workman  has  made  as  many 
essayji  but  can*t  succeed.  Shall  go  to-morrow  morning  and  make 
another  attempt  to  get  it  out  of  his  hands,  bat  almost  despair,  and  am 
sure  of  a  most  exorbitant  charge.  The  great  walchseUers  and  the 
vendoni  uf  manufactures  of  all  sorts  do  nothing  themsrives  or  at  their 
own  houfloji.  All  the  nice  work  is  done  by  starved  wretches  who  live 
in  (!(*n.H  and  ^iretA.  None  of  these  venders  will  on  any  account  give 
you  the  ailfln^H  of  one  of  the^e  workmen.  No,  they  themselves  will 
gf*t  it  done  for  you.  and  then  charge  from  four  to  ten  times  the  cost. 

To  Joyct>*M.  (iot  the  ring-watch,  but  did  not  get  the  bill.  ...  To 
(lodwin  s  and  left  the  ring-watch  with  Madame  for  sale. 

To  Kvnaston^s.  the  glajw-grinder.  to  get  something  done  to  a  re- 
fM^ater.  11<*  eouhl  not  do  it.  .  .  .  It  is  he  who  is  employed  by  the 
Jovf-iHt.  and  alM)tit  whom  they  told  rae  so  many  lies.    They  paid  him 

1   shilling,  0  |M*nce. 

Sliull  not  write  you  a^in  in  I^ondon.  Shall  be  too  busy  to  think 
of  ytm.  No.  that's  a  lie.  Shall  think  of  nothing  else  but  you  and 
(rani|)illo.     It  is  you  that  animate  and  impel  me. 

It  (iiM-H  not  S4'<*in  |H^>ihle  for  me  to  go  out  without  20  pounds  more, 
niui  I  do  not  yi*t  S4v  wlirn'  a  shilling  of  it  is  to  come  from.  Have 
a^iiti  M-nt  out  tht'  niij^-wateh  by  (iraves.  who  is  to  try  what  can  be 
done  with  it.     Vet  don*t  be  discouraged,  my  children,  for  I  will  go. 

IIow  wry  awkwanl  would  be  my  position  if  the  Aurora  would  sail 
without  ine.     Without  a  rag  of  clothes  or  a  penny  cf  money*  or  any- 
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thing  to  make  mooey  of  (Yes,  the  ring-watch,  Grayet  ooold  do  nothipg 
with  it)  I  should  be  truly  as  a  philosopher  or  as  a  pilgrim. 

Off  to  Graves's  to  see  about  the  Captain's  movements.  He  had 
gone,  actually  gone,  and  left  word  that  I  must  be  at  Gravesend  to- 
morrow at  noon,  the  hour  the  tide  serves,  or  lose  my  passage.  The 
case  was  now  nearly  desperate,  20  pounds  being  the  very  least  sum 
that  would  clear  me  out.  .  .  .  Everything  must  go  or  I  must  stay. 
Eveiy  resource  had  now  failed.  Resolved  on  a  desperate  and  humili- 
ating experiment.  Went  direct  to  Reeves,  and  told  him  that  the  ship 
was  gone  to  Gravesend,  and  that  I  must  lose  my  passage  unlev  I 
could  have  20  pounds.  Without  a  word  of  reply  he  drew  a  check  ol 
20  pounds,  and  how  I  did  gallop  across  the  park  to  the  banker's  to 
get  my  20  pounds.  The  first  money  I  laid  out  was  to  buy  four  half 
eagles  an<l  one  doubloon,  together  amounting  to  9S6,  about  8  pounds, 
7  shillings,  so  that  on  landing  in  America  I  might  be  able  to  get  to  yon, 
or  wherever  else  it  might  be  my  destiny  to  go.  This  disabled  me 
from  taking  your  picture- watch,  so  that  after  all  the  trouble  and 
money  the  toy  has  cost  me,  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  offering  it 
to  you. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godwin  would  not  give  me  their  account,  which 
must  be  5  or  6  pounds:  a  very  serious  sum  to  them:  but  they  say  that 
when  I  succeed  in  the  world,  they  will  call  on  me  for  help. 

And  now  at  12,  having  packed  up  my  little  residue  of  duds,  into 
that  same  unfortunate  little  sack,  and  stowed  my  scattering  papcis 
into  my  writing  case,  I  repose,  smoking  my  pipe,  and  contemplating 
the  certainty  of  escaping  from  this  country,  the  certainty  of  seeing 
you.  Those  are  my  only  pleasing  anticipations.  For  as  to  my  re- 
ception in  my  own  country*,  so  far  as  depends  on  the  government,  if 
I  may  judge  from  the  conduct  of  their  agents  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
I  ought  to  expect  all  the  efforts  of  the  most  impUcable  malice,  liia, 
however,  does  not  give  me  a  moment's  uneasiness.  I  fed  myself 
able  to  meet  and  repel  them.  My  private  debts  are  a  subject  cf  some 
little  solicitude:  but  a  confidence  in  my  own  industry  and  resources 
does  not  permit  me  to  despond,  not  even  to  doubt.  If  there  be  nothing 
b<*tter  to  be  done,  I  shall  set  about  making  money  in  every  lawful 
way.  .  .  .  My  great  and  only  real  anxiety  is  for  your  health.  If 
your  constitution  should  be  ruined,  and  you  become  the  vidia  of 
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diifiiif,  I  shall  have  no  attarhmfnl  to  Efe  or  nolifo  to 

My  next  will  be  from  oo  boaid  ihip.  imkn  dbo  dioiild  he  gone*  and 

tben  it  will  be  nioit  likely  from  tome 


BealljT  oo  board*  mj  duMien,  and  dms  f ar  on  oqr  wajr  to  jon. 
But  what  a  job  it  has  been!  (Bcfoie  leaTing  London)  oaDed  and 
passed  an  hour  at  Godwin's.  That  familj  does  roalljr  iota  ma. 
Fannj,  Maiy  and  Jane,  also  little  WiOiam;  jrou  must  not  foiget,  cither, 
Hannah  Hopgood,  the  painter.  .  .  .  Graves  found  a  man  who  offered 
to  put  me  on  board  for  8  guineas,  and  to  return  one  guinea  if  the  ship 
should  be  found  within  18  miles.  ...  I  nnbarfced  jnst  after  sunset, 
the  wind  was  strong  at  Southwest  and  rerj  chilEng.  I  had  no  greal- 
coat  and  was  nearly  perished.  Got  down  the  twelve  miles,  and  heard 
that  the  ship  was  at  least  ten  miles  lower  down.  On  promises  of  some 
grog  got  the  boatman  to  stop  at  a  little  taTem  on  the  rivcnide  to  wann 
myself.  .  .  .  Found  a  good  fire  and  a  good  dish  of  tea. 

Bought  a  bundle  of  straw  for  9  pence,  which  took  on  board  our 
little  wherry,  and  made  me  a  bed  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The 
boatmen  lent  me  their  greatcoats,  which  I  had  not  before  thought  to 
Bsk,  and  I  found  myself  well  secured  against  the  diilling  winds.  In 
five  minutes  I  was  sound  asleep,  and  was  unconscious  of  anything 
till  I  was  waked  to  get  into  the  Aurora^  just  at  midnight,  having  come 
about  27  miles  in  this  open  boat.  After  some  parieying,  I  got  off 
for  three  guineas,  being  exactly  all  I  had. 

The  Davis  edition  of  the  Journal  contained,  in 
addition  to  Colonel  Burr*s  entries  therein,  S17  letters, 
of  which  Burr  wrote  201  and  received  106.  He 
wrote  many  more,  and  received  many  more,  during 
his  stay  in  Euroj)e,  but  these  are  the  ones  selected  by 
Davis  as  InMnp;  the  most  intimately  connected  with 
tlio  text  of  tin*  Journal.  He  wrote  35  letters  to 
'riuMxlosia  and  received  16  from  her.  Many  of 
luT  letters  to  him  were  lost  at  sea,  or  were  never 
delivered  by  the  |>ostal  authorities,  for  if  found  to 
contain  writing  in  cipher  they  were  promptly  con- 
fiscated and  destroyed,  as  they  are  in  Russia  at  the 
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present  time.  Of  the  176  written  by  Burr,  131  were 
to  men,  and  45  to  women;  of  the  90  received  by  him, 
73  were  from  men,  and  17  from  women.  Of  the 
whole  numlx^r,  317,  he  \^Tote  or  received  fully  two 
thirds  while  in  England,  but  his  Journal  was  much 
fuller  and  more  interesting  as  regards  the  other 
countries,  particularly  Germany.  The  Bixby  edi- 
tion contains  no  correspondence,  but  the  entries  in 
the  Journal  count  up  to  300,000  words,  or  what 
would  make  a  printed  compass  equivalent  to  three 
popular  novels  of  to-day. 

To  dis[)el  forever  the  erroneous  and  ignorant 
statements,  some  of  them  manifestly  malicious, 
al)out  Colonel  Burr's  social  ostracism  in  Europe,  it 
is  only  nec'cssar}'  to  mention  the  names  of  those  with 
whom  he  corrcs|)onded  or  met  personally  during  his 
absenc^e  from  the  United  States.  This  has  never 
been  done  in  a  manner  to  reach  the  great  reading 
public,  and  in  justice  to  Colonel  Burr,  such  a  sum- 
mar^*,  made  as  brief  as  possible,  is  demanded,  and  is 
here  given. 

Among  his  Euro|)ean  corres|>ondents  and  personal 
friends  or  a(*(|uaintances  were:  Colonel  Charles 
Williamscm,  the  brother  of  David  Williamson  (after- 
wards Ix>r<l  Balgray,  in  the  Si'otch  peerage);  Mrs.  A. 
Prevost,  a  relative  of  his  wife:  Mr.  Canning,  of  the 
British  Ministry':  Lord  Mulgrave;  Jeremy  Bentham: 
Dr.  J<)s<*ph  Moore;  Fuseli  the  painter;  Mr.  Mallet, 
the  Misses  Mallet,  and  Mme.  Achaud,  relatives  of 
his  wife:  (tovernor  Franklin  (son  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  >:  I»rd  Bridgewater  (Egt»rton,  Earl  of 
Bridgewater);  Dr.  Ix'tt.some,  a  cultivate<l  English 
physician  (consulted  concerning  Theodosia*s  illness) ; 
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Greorge  Chalmers,  the  author;  Sir  Andrew  Grant; 
Sir  Mark  A.  Gerard,  and  Captain  Percival  of  the 
marines;  Sir  Samuel  Romilly;  Baron  D'Arabit  and 
sister;  Dawe,  the  painter;  (xeneral  Picton;  (xeneral  C. 
Hope,  of  the  War  Office;  Baron  Norton;  Captain 
Charles  Smith ;  Baron  Montalbert;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Prevost  and  wife;  William  Grodwin*  the  author, 
former  husband  of  Mary  WoUstoneeraft,  but  now 
married  to  the  Widow  Clement;  Charies  Lamb,  the 
''Gentle  Eliu*';  William  and  Mrs.  Johnstone  of  Alva 
House,  near  Stirling,  Scotland;  Mrs.  Grordon,  of 
Craig;  Mr.  Alexander  Young,  of  Edinburgh;  (xeneral 
Alexander  Hope;  while  at  Edinburgh,  Alexander 
McKenzie,  the  author*  Walter  Scott  (afterwards  Sir 
Walter  Scott)  who  had  just  published  **Marmion.'* 
Colonel  Alexander  Munro,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morehead, 
Sir  William  Feltus,  Lord  Hopetoun«  Lord  Dundas,  the 
Du(*hess  of  (iordon,  I^dy  Jane  Montague,  Lord 
Montfort,  Captain  McDowalK  Baron  Hepbume,  Sir 
A.  McKenzie,  Governor  Houston,  Judge  Hume, 
I^ord  Webb  Seymour,  and  Sir  William  Strickland. 

Again  in  London:  Mrs.  M.  J.  Godwin;  Lord 
Liverpool:  Baron  de  Brinkmann;  Miss  Ann  William- 
son (daughter  of  Colonel  ('harles  Williamson). 

In  Sweden:  Captain  Nordenskold,  of  the  Swedish 
Navy;  Professor  dahn:  Baron  Mancke;  Baron  Arm- 
felt  ;M.  W(*nnerquist,a  wealthy  banker ;  Professor  Arnt; 
Haron  Wranfjie:  Rev.  Mr.  Catteau;  Baron  de  Morner: 
the  Swedish  Recent:  Countess  de  Pass^;  Count- 
ess Hiinp:e;  Countess  Ix)venkaupt:  Mme.  de  Castre, 
a  sinpT;  Breda,  the  first  painter  of  Sweden,  who  told 
him  that  a  painted  picture  should  always  be  rolled 
with  the  paint  ouL^iJc;  Countess  Aurore  de  Gyllan- 
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stolpe,  which  Burr  called  '"a  hard  name  for  a  beauti- 
ful woman"; Baron Engerstrom;  Baron  d'Albedy'hll ; 
Colonel  Bergenstrala :  Professor  Afzelius;  Tumberg, 
the  naturalist;  Professor  Goslin;  Mr.  Larsdever 
Husot,  No.  36  naM  Rdintma^tarehuset  vid  Skepsbrouen 
trappur  tipp-  Burr  says  he  lodged  on  MalmskUd^ 
nadsgatan  Street;  Governor  Willenstadt. 

In  Denmark:  M.  de  Coningk,  Counsellor  of  State; 
Professor  Ramus;  Professor  Garnberg. 

In  Germany:  M.  Bourrienne,  the  French  Minister; 
General  Walderstoff;  M.  Lawacetz,  Counsellor  of 
State;  President  de  Blucher;  General  Damasque;  Mr. 
Jacobson,  an  author  and  ad vocate ;  Prof essor  Ebeling; 
Professor  Rimarius,  father  of  Mme.  Sievekin;  M.  de 
Chapeaurouge;  Mr.  Verwaller  Luning,  a  wealthy 
mill  owner,  and  his  son  Diedric,  who  was  veiy 
friendly  to  Colonel  Burr;  Mme.  de  Decken  and  her 
daughter,  the  Baroness  de  Wangenheim;  Mr.  de 
Spileker,  lawyer;  General  la  Salicette;  Commander 
General  St.  Simon;  State  Councillor  Zimmermann; 
Baron  de  Schale;  Professor  Ileeren;  M.  de  Marten, 
author;  Baron  de  Schrade;  the  Princess  Caroline; 
Baroness  de  Stein;  Baroness  d*Egglustein;  Baroness 
de  KneU'L  and  Her  Highness  the  Reigning  Duchess, 
and  the  Duchess  ,  sister  of  the  Em|)eror  Alex- 
ander, and  the  Here<litary  Prince,  and  finally,  the 
Reigning  Duke;  the  Countess  de  Peyster;  Princess 
Marie,  of  Russia;  Wieland,  poet  and  author;  GSethe, 
the  great  German  author;  another  visit  to  Goethe, 
the  author  of  ** Faust":  at  Erfurth,  the  French  Gov- 
ernor was  named  De  Visme  —  C'olonel  Burr's  sister- 
in-law,  half-sister  to  Mrs.  Theodosia  Prevost  Burr» 
was  named  De  Visme;    Baron  de  Salish:   Duke  of 
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Grotha;  the  Princess  Louise,  afterwards  mother  of 
Emperor  William  of  Germany  —  at  that  time  in 
her  tenth  year  —  Burr  says  "Very  handsome*'; 
Baron  de  Tummel;  Bernard  de  Linderau,  astron- 
omer and  mathematician;  L'Electrioe  de  Hesse,  n^ 
Princess  de  Dannemare;  Gallati,  professor  of  his- 
tory; Baron  de  Falkenberg»  83,  and  prime  minister; 
A  bouquet  of  her  own  drawing,  a  "souvenir"  from 
the  Princess  Louise;  Baron  Strick;  at  Eisenach  — 
the  bouquet  came  back  from  the  Princess  Louise, 
with  a  name  and  date  added  as  requested  by  Colonel 
Burr;  Baroness  de  Dalwigk;  Baron  de  Beckholsheim ; 
Baron  de  Goeckhausen ;  General  Letocq ;  Count  de 
Buste;  Baron  d'Ende  and  the  Baroness;  Baron  de 
Wallschmitt;  Count  de  Rode;  Count  of  Westphalia; 
Prince  Frederic  of  Hesse;  (Jeneral  Meynier;  Baron 
Jean  Bon  St.  Andre;  John  Conrad  de  Ron,  a  cousin 
of  Colonel  Burr;  Count  de  Volney.  who  had  been 
Colonel  Burr's  guest  at  Richmond  Hill;  Dr.  Schlosser, 
LL.D.;  Mnic.  Vandervalten,  his  cousin. 

At  Paris,  February  16,  1810:  Duke  de  Cadore; 
John  Vanderlyn,  his  proteg^;  Baron  d^Alberg;  while 
at  the  theatre  Fran^ais,  Burr  saw  the  Emperor 
Na|)oleon,  who  came  in  during  the  third  act  of  **The 
Barl>or  of  Seville.''  by  Beaumarchais;  Count  Louis; 
(leneral  Vallance;  Jerome  Bonaparte,  King  of  West- 
phalia; J.  Burr,  Canon  of  the  Collegiate  Chapter  of 
Illieinfeldon.  in  (ierniany,  who  claime<l  relationship 
to  Colonel  Bnrr;  Baron  de  Humboldt;  Edward  Gris- 
wold,  a  rich  American,  a  resident  of  Paris;  Duke  de 
Hassano;  Duke  <le  Kovigo;  Madame  de  Launey, 
aunt  of  Hernanlin  St.  Pierre.  AL  St.  Pierre  had  two 
children,    Paul   and   Virginia;  Count   Pasquier;  M. 
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Denon,  who  aided  Burr  in  obtaining  a  passport  by 
bringing  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Duke  of 
Bassano. 

In  England  again  he  met  or  corresponded  with  his 
old  friends;  among  them  Jeremy  Bentham,  Lord 
Balgray,  the  Godwins,  and  many  others  whose  names 
have  already  been  mentioned. 

It  would  seem  as  though  the  perusal  of  this  long 
list  of  names,  including  so  many  of  rank,  would  put 
at  rest  forever  the  statements  that  during  Burr*s 
residence  in  Europe  he  was  an  outcast,  and  lived  a 
life  of  seclusion  and  poverty.  True,  he  was  poor, 
especially  during  his  residence  in  Paris  and  the 
second  time  in  England,  but  he  could  have  escaped 
all  this  had  it  not  l)een  for  the  obstacles  put  in  his 
way  by  (ieneral  Armstrong,  Jonathan  Kussell,  and 
Samuel  McRae.  Armstrong  even  gave  orders  that 
no  messengers  should  receive  packages  which  Burr 
wished  to  send  to  America. 

During  his  life  in  Europe,  Colonel  Burr  was  an 
omnivorous  reader;  a  list  even  of  the  lx>oks  pur- 
(*lias(Hl  and  read  by  him  would  fill  pages  of  thb 
volume;  he  read  law  lx>oks  in  each  country;  scien- 
tific works,  l>ooks  of  travel,  fiction,  principally  in  the 
French  language,  and  also  French  comedies  and 
tragtnlies.  lie  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  theatre 
and  opera,  and  on  all  fete  days  was  an  interested 
observer  of  foreign  customs,  which  he  graphically 
desiTilnnl  in  his  Journal. 

In  each  country*  visited,  he  made  it  a  point  to 
visit  all  objects  of  historical  interest  near  his  line  of 
travel.  This  travel  was  done  largely  by  |x>st-chaise, 
but   by  water  when  {Kxssible,  the  cost  lieing  much 
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less.  In  Holland  the  slow-moving  canal  boat  was 
the  chief  medium  for  transportation.  The  voyage 
from  London  to  Boston,  by  sailing  vessel,  took  from 
March  27,  1812,  to  May  4,  or  39  days. 

During  his  exile  his  thoughts  were  ever  of  hb 
daughter  and  her  health.  He  consulted  the  leading 
English  physicians;  he  made  arrangements  for  her 
to  come  to  England  for  treatment.  In  his  Journal 
he  wrote  to  her:  **  You  will  wear  out.  No,  alas!  you 
perish  joyless  in  those  infernal  swamps;**  and  again, 
''Curse  those  South  Carolina  swamps.**  He  carried 
his  daughter's  portrait  with  him  wherever  he  went, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  show  it  to  appreciative  friends. 
On  one  journey  he  had  the  box  which  contained  it 
on  his  lap  during  a  ride  covering  two  hundred  miles. 

Whenever  he  had  spare  money  in  his  pocket,  and 
just  as  often  when  he  had  little  more  than  the  price 
of  his  tK)ard  and  lodging,  he  would  buy  watches, 
hooks,  and  articles  of  dress  for  his  daughter,  and 
lM>oks,  toys,  coins,  and  medals  for  his  grandson. 
On  two  occasions  he  had  praspects  of  a  fortune,  and 
the  greatest  happiness  to  t>e  secured  by  its  possession, 
as  he  expressed  it,  would  be  his  ability  to  buy  presents 
for  his  daughter  and  grandson. 

Ih\  undoubtedly,  had  some  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  spendthrift,  but  not  the  selfish  ones.  If  he  paid 
high  prices  for  anything  to  be  used  by  himself,  it 
was  Ix^eause  he  was  forctnl  to  such  extravagant  out- 
lay. His  persoiuil  wants  were  few,  and  his  manner 
of  living,  as  regards  food,  very  simple,  often  ab- 
stemious. 

lie  had  many  friends:  those  who  have  been  named 
form  hut  few  of  the  great  number  mentioned  in  his 
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Journal.  He  was  ever  in  motion,  often  making  a 
dozen  calls  or  visits  in  a  day.  To  write  in  his  Jour- 
nal, which  he  considered  was  the  same  as  writing  to 
his  daughter,  he  considered  a  sacred  duty,  and  after 
a  day  of  excitement  he  would  pass  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning  communing  with  her. 

He  failed  in  consummating  any  of  the  plans  which 
he  had  in  mind  when  he  sailed  for  England,  and  it  is 
well  that  he  did.  No  matter  how  pure  his  motives, 
no  matter  how  great  his  sympathy  for  the  down- 
trodden inhabitants  of  the  tyranny-ridden  Spanish 
American  States  of  South  America,  anything  with 
which  he  was  connected  would  have  been  called 
intrigue  or  treason.  Burr  was  a  traitor  because  he 
intended  to  invade  and  conquer  Texas,  but  the  man 
who  did  it,  years  later,  is  immortalized,  for  one  of  the 
cities  bears  his  name.  Burr  was  a  traitor  because 
he  contemplated  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  but  of  the 
men  who  accomplished  it,  years  later,  one  was  made 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  other  the 
commanding  general  of  its  army. 

Rarely  does  the  inventor  reap  the  full  reward  due 
him  for  the  lal)or  of  his  head  and  hands;  seldom  does 
the  instigator  of  human  progress  wear  the  crown  of 
achievement.  He  is  pushed  aside,  when  his  ideas 
become  popular  and  therefore  |X)werful,  and  others 
reap  the  reward. 

Of  Burr  it  may  be  truthfully  said,  as  of  many 
others  who  have  lived  before  or  since,  that  to  him 
came  the  glory  of  failure,  although  he  had  endeavored 
well.  From  youth  to  old  age,  in  whatever  he  under- 
took, he  was  indefatigable,  and  by  none  can  he  be 
deprived  of  **  the  victory  of  endurance  bom.** 


CHAPTER  XIV 

HER   LAST  VOYAGE 

BURR  has  been  widely  criticised  for  saying  *'  Law 
is  whatever  is  boldly  asserted  and  plausibly 
maintained."  Whether  the  criticism  is  just  or  not* 
must»  as  Parton  said,  **  be  left  to  the  lawyers/'  One 
of  the  greatest  of  America's  lawyers  has  since  said, 
in  substance,  that  during  his  career  he  had  oft^i 
found  it  more  advantageous  to  know  the  jttdge  than 
the  law.  Moralists  can  compare  the  two  opinions 
and  decide  which,  to  them,  is  the  more  obnoxious. 
To  paraphrase  Burr's  definition,  it  may  be  said  that 
liistory  is  what  is  stated  by  a  recognized  authority,  and 
then  re{)eated  by  others  without  furtlier  investigation. 

It  would  seem  as  though  the  port  from  which 
I'heodosia  sailed  on  her  last  voyage,  the  name  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  kind,  were  points  that  could  be  easily 
(leterniineil,  and  Ix^  presented  in  school  books,  his- 
tories, hiojjrraphies,  and  newspapers  with  uniformity; 
but  it  is  not  so.  Nearly  all  writers  say  that  the 
vessel  sailed  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  the 
vessel's  name  is  variously  given  as  the  Pilot  and 
the  Pafriot,  while  the  l)oat  itself  is  called  a  packet* 
a  |)il<>l  l)<>at,  a  privatiHT,  a  schooner,  or  a  sloop,  while 
In*  many  it  is  vapjuely  termed  **a  vessel." 

TluTe  is  no  good  reason  for  contrariety  or  vague- 
ness.    The  vessel  was  a  pilot  boat  that  had  been  a 
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privateer;  its  name  was  "'The  Patriot/'  and  the  port 
of  embarkation  was  Georgetown,  South  Carolina, 
and  not  Charleston.  These  points  are  established 
beyond  the  possibility  of  successful  contradiction  by 
letters  written  to  Colonel  Burr  by  Timothy  Green 
and  Theodosia*s  husband.  There  is  unanimity  as  to 
the  date  of  sailing,  December  30,  1812. 

Timothy  (Jreen  was  an  uncle  of  lion.  Andrew  H. 
Green,  known  as  **the  father  of  Greater  New  York/' 
who  was  assassinated,  by  mistake,  several  years  ago, 
at  the  doorway  of  his  residence  in  New  York  City. 
In  a  letter  of  date  March  17,  1902,  the  Hon.  Andrew 
H.  Green  wrote:  **It  was  Timothy  Green,  my  uncle, 
who  left  Charleston  ( ?)  with  Mrs.  Alston  (Theodosia 
Burr)  and  who  was,  as  is  sup(>osed,  lost  at  sea.  The 
story  goes  that  the  vessel  on  which  they  sailed  was  cap- 
tured by  pirates,  and  they  were  compelled  to  walk  the 
plank.  This  Timothy  Green  was  the  son  of  Dr.  John 
Green  the  1st,  of  Green  Hill,  in  Worcester,  Massachu- 
setts, and  a  grandson  of  Brigadier-General  Timothy 
Ruggles,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  (Jovernor  Thomas 
Dudley,  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts.  He  left  his 
native  place  in  the  last  part  of  the  last  century,  and  for 
many  years  was  a  resident  of  the  City  of  New  York.** 

Mr.  Timothy  Green  was  a  friend  of  Colonel  Burr, 
and  at  the  latter*s  solicitation  agreed  to  go  to  South 
Carolina  and  accompany  Mrs.  Alston  to  New  York. 
Two  letters  from  Mr.  Green  to  Colonel  Burr  estab- 
lish the  intended  date  of  sailing,  the  kind  of  boat^ 
and  the  port  of  departure. 

(^iiARLExroN.  S.  C,  December  7,  18H. 

I  arrived  here  from  New  York  on  the  28th  ult.,  and  on  the  Wth 
started  for  Columbia.    Mr.  Alston  seemed  rather  hurt  that  you  iboold 
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conodTe  it  neoettary  to  Mod  m  penoo  here,  at  he  or  one  of  hit  biodien 
would  attend  Mrs.  Alston  to  New  York.  I  lold  him  that  yoo  had  aanie 
opinion  of  my  medical  talents:  that  jou  had  learned  jour  dau^ter 
was  in  a  low  state  of  health,  and  required  unusual  attention,  and 
medical  attention,  on  her  voyage:  that  I  had  torn  mysdf  from  niy 
family  to  perform  this  service  for  my  friend.  He  said  that  he  was 
inclined  to  charter  a  vessel  to  take  her  on.  I  informed  him  that  I 
should  return  to  Charleston,  where  I  should  remain  a  day  or  two, 
and  then  proceed  to  Georgetown  (S.  C.)  and  wait  his  arrival. 

GEORorrowN,  S.  C,  December  M,  1819. 

I  have  engaged  a  passage  to  New  York  for  your  daughter  in  a  pilot- 
boat  that  has  been  out  privateering,  but  has  come  in  here,  and  is  re- 
fitting merely  to  get  to  New  York.  My  only  fears  are  that  Governor 
Alitcm  may  think  the  mode  of  convejrance  too  undignified,  and  object 
to  it;  but  Mrs.  Alston  is  fully  bent  on  going.  You  must  not  be  sur- 
prised  to  »ee  her  ver}'  low,  feeble,  and  emaciated.  Her  ccMnplaint  is  an 
almost  incosHant  nervous  fever.     W^  shall  sail  in  about  eight  days. 

Her  husband  waited  a  fortnight,  and  hearing  no 

word  of  liis  wife's  arrival  in  New  York,  he  sent  a 

letter  to  her,  and  four  days  later  he  wrote  her  again. 

Before  that,   her  fate,   whatever  it  was,  had  been 

decided. 

CoLi-MBiA,  S.  C,  January  15,  1815. 

Another  mail,  and  jitill  no  letter!  I  hear,  too,  rumours  of  a  gale 
off  Ca|>e  HatteitLH  the  beginning  of  the  month!  The  state  of  my 
mi  11(1  is  clr(*a(ifiil.  I^et  no  man,  wretched  as  he  may  l>e,  presume  to 
think  hiniM^lf  l>evon(l  the  reach  of  another  blow.  I  shall  count  the 
hours  till  ncxm  to-morrow.  If  I  do  not  hear  thc^,  there  will  be  no 
hofx*  till  TiK^Uv.  To  feelings  like  mine,  what  an  interval!  May 
(t(M|  ^ant  mr  ono  word  from  you  to-morrow.  Adieu.  All  that  I 
have  left  of  hrart  is  yours.  .All  my  prayers  are  for  your  safety  and 
wrll-lxMnp. 

January  19,  1813. 

Fon-lxMJin^s!    wMrlunl.    ht^rt-rending    forebodings   distract    my 
mind.     I  iiiav  no  hmf^T  have  a  wife;  and  yet  my  impatient  restless 
uiss  atU\n^>M^  \\vr  a  IrttiT.     To-morrow  will  bt  three  wcda  since  our 
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separation,  and  jet  not  one  line.    Gracious  God!  for  irtiat  am  I  m- 
served? 

When  Mr.  Alston  wrote  to  his  wife  on  January  19, 
he  also  addressed  a  letter  to  Colonel  Burr,  being  at 
that  time  at  Columbia,  the  State  capital.  On  Jan- 
uary 31  he  wrote  to  his  father-in-law,  from  Charleston: 

CoLi-MBiA,  January  19»  1819. 

To-morrow  will  be  three  weeks  since,  in  obedience  to  your  wishes, 
Theodosia  left  me.  It  is  three  weeks,  and  yet  not  one  line  from  her. 
My  mind  is  tortured.  I  wrote  you  on  the  ^9th  ult.,  the  day  before 
Theo  sailed,  that  on  the  next  day  she  would  embark  in  the  privateer 
Patriot,  a  piiot-boat-built  schooner,  commanded  by  Captain  Orer- 
stocks,  witli  an  old  New  York  pilot  as  sailing-master.  The  vemd 
had  dismissed  her  crew,  and  was  returning  home  with  her  guns  under 
deck.  Her  reputed  swiftness  in  sailing  inspired  such  confidence  of  a 
voyage  of  not  more  than  five  or  six  days,  that  the  three  weeks  without 
a  letter  fill  me  with  an  unhappiness  —  a  wretchedness  I  can  neither 
describe  nor  conc|uer.  Gracious  God!  Is  my  wife,  too,  taken  from 
me  ?    I  do  not  know  why  I  write,  but  I  feel  that  I  am  miserable. 

Charlerton,  January  31,  1819. 
A  call  of  business  to  this  place  for  a  few  days  occasioned  your 
letter  of  the  20th  not  to  be  received  till  this  morning.  Not  a  moment 
is  lost  in  replying  to  it.  Yet  wherefore?  You  ask  of  me  to  relieve 
your  suspense.  Alas!  It  was  to  you  I  looked  for  similar  relief.  I 
have  written  you  twice  since  my  letter  of  December  2!)th.  I  can  add 
nothing  to  the  information  then  given.  I  parted  with  our  Theo  near 
the  l>ar  al>out  noon  on  Thursday,  the  last  of  December.  The  wind 
was  moderate  and  fair.  She  was  in  the  pi  lot -boat -built  scfacxxier 
Patriot,  Captain  Overstocks,  with  an  experienced  New  York  pilot, 
Coon,  as  sailing-master.  This  vessel,  the  same  which  had  been  sent 
by  government  last  summer  in  pursuit  of  Commodore  Rodger's  squad- 
ron. ha<l  been  S4*looted  as  one  which,  from  her  reputed  exi^ellence  and 
swiftness  in  sailing,  would  en.<iure  a  fiassage  of  not  more  than  five  or 
six  days.  From  that  moment  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  sch<ioDer 
nor  my  wife*.  I  have  been  the  prey  of  feelings  which  you  only  tmn 
imagine.     When  I  turned  from  the  grave  of  my  boy,  I  deemed  myself 
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DO  longer  nilnrrable.  Miirfnrltinc  fasd  no  more  ■  blow  for  mc.  I  wu 
wroni;.  Il  is  Irxif  I  do  lonfcir  fori;  1  ncvrr  tbail  foe\  u  I  wu  w<H)li 
bul  I  hnvir  bern  tAUghl  that  Iht-rp  was  ilill  oar  hring  in  whom  I  waa 
inrxprmiibljr  intrmtrd.  I  hovr  in  vain  radravoml  lo  build  upon 
tlie  ho[>«  of  lotin  [w»«p:.  Thirlv  dmy  are  dedwvc  My  wife  U 
tilh^  eafturtd  or  Iml.  What  a  dratiny  t«  mine!  And  I  live  under  it, 
enf^sf^  in  bminMs,  B|>peftr  lu  the  world  w  thouf^  all  waa  Inwquil. 
itnay.  'Vit  ao,  but  il  cannot  endure.  A  diort  lime  tinm  and  tlu> 
idea  (i  c^lure  would  have  been  thi'  source  d  painful,  terribfe  appT*> 
henaiou;  it  now  fumisbai  me  the  only  ray  of  comfort,  or  ralber  df 
bnpr,  thai  I  have.  Each  mail  is  anticijiatnl  with  impatieni,  yet  fear- 
ful and  appalliDK  Bu»ety.  Should  you  hear  au^l  rrJativr  lo  the  ob- 
ject of  Ihix,  our  common  »oIicitude,  do  not,  I  pray,  for|(e(  lue. 

Nearly  ii  month  pajise<l  hy;  tidinj^  had  been  sought 
from  Bernitida  and  Nassau,  but  no  reassuring  words 
had  ctmic.  In  New  York  the  anxious  father  stood 
u[KHi  the  Battery,  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  wide  cx- 
piinse  of  water,  hoping  against  hope  that  each  fresh 
sail  that  liore  in  sight  belonged  to  the  little  craft  that 
l>ore  the  iM-loved  of  his  life.  Another  heart,  in  the 
South  land,  was  near  to  breaking,  and  the  one  in 
whose  breast  it  was  beating  turned  for  sympathy 
and  condolence  to  the  only  one  who  could  appre- 
ciate his  immeasurable  loss.  There  is  no  more 
pathetic  letter  in  the  language,  none  fuller  of  llie 
expression  of  intense  grief.  Own  the  husband's  of 
Februun.-  2;i,  to  the  ccpially  disconsolate  father: 

I'lbruary  «.  1815. 
^'oiir  Irller  of  the  10th,  my  friend,  ia  receivfd.  Tliia  asnitaace  <f 
my  Talc  wai  not  wantinf;.  Authentic  accounta  from  Bermuda  and 
N'awiaii.  a.>i  Inle  a^i  January  IW,  connected  with  jour  letter  from  Ncnr 
York  of  tfu'  28lh.  had  already  forced  upon  me  the  dreadfiil  coanctiaB 
(hat  ui-  hail  no  more  hope.  Without  this  victim,  too,  tbe  dranhtinn 
w<mld  mil  hnvp  been  complete.  My  bo;  —  my  wife  —  gone,  both f 
lliis.  then,  i.s  the  end  of  all  the  hopea  we  had  fanned.    Yob  wmj  well 
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observe  that  you  feel  severed  from  the  human  race.  She  was  llie 
last  tie  that  bound  us  to  the  species.  What  have  we  left?  In  sur- 
viving the  SOth  of  June  (the  day  on  which  his  son  died)  I  thou|^t 
I  could  meet  all  other  afflictions  with  ease,  yet  I  have  staggered  under 
this  in  a  manner  that  I  am  glad  had  not  a  witness.  Your  letter  of 
January  28  was  not  received  till  February  9.  The  Oaks,  for  •ome 
months  visited  only  at  intervals,  when  the  feelings  the  world  thought 
gone  by  were  not  to  be  controlled,  was  the  asylum  I  sought.  It  was 
there,  in  the  chamber  of  my  wife,  where  ever>ihing  was  disposed  as 
usual;  with  the  clothes,  the  books,  the  playthings  of  my  boy  around 
me,  that  I  sustained  this  second  shock,  doubled  in  a  manner  that  I 
could  not  account  for.  My  son  seemed  to  have  been  reanimated,  to 
have  been  restored  to  me,  and  to  have  just  perished  again  with  his 
mother.     It  was  the  loss  of  both  pressing  upon  me  at  the  same  momcBt. 

Should  it  be  mv  misfortune  to  live  a  centurv,  the  SOth  of  June 
and  the  10th  of  February  are  so  impressed  upon  my  mind  that  they 
will  alwa^'s  seem  to  have  just  passe<l.  I  visited  the  grave  of  my  boy. 
The  little  plans  we  had  all  three  formed  rushed  upon  my  memory, 
l^liere  now  was  the  boy?  The  mother  I  cherished  with  so  much 
pride?  I  felt  like  the  very  spirit  of  desolation.  If  it  had  not  beco 
for  a  kind  of  stupefaction  and  confusion  of  mind  which  followed*  God 
knows  how  I  should  have  borne  it.  Oh,  my  friend,  if  there  be  such  a 
tiling  as  tho  sublime  of  misery,  it  is  for  us  that  it  has  been  reacrvcd. 

You  are  the  only  person  in  the  world  with  whom  I  can  commiuie 
on  this  sulijii't;  for  you  are  tlie  only  person  whose  feelings  can  have 
any  community  with  mine.  You  knew  those  we  loved.  With  yoii« 
therefore*,  it  will  be  no  weakness  to  feel  their  loss.  Here,  none  knofw 
them;  none  valued  them  as  they  deserved.  The  talents  of  my  boy, 
his  rare  elevation  of  character,  his  already  extensive  reputation  for  ao 
early  an  age.  made  his  death  regretted  by  the  pride  of  my  family: 
but  though  certain  of  the  loss  of  my  not  less  admirable  wife,  they 
to  conhider  it  like  the  loss  of  an  ordinary  woman.  Alas!  they 
nothing  of  my  heart.  They  ne\'er  have  known  anvihing  of  it.  After 
all,,  he  is  a  |MK>r  actor  who  cannot  sustain  his  little  hour  upon  the 
stage,  be  his  part  what  it  may.  But  the  man  who  has  been  deemed 
worthy  of  the  heart  of  Throdosia  Burr,  and  who  has  felt  what  it  was 
to  be  blessed  with  such  a  woman *s,  will  never  forget  his 


The  correspondence  between  father-in-law  and  son 
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was  kept  up  during  the  summer  of  181S,  but  no 
word  of  cheer  came  to  gladden  their  hearts.  The 
dread  suspense  was  harder  to  bear  than  would  have 
been  the  saddening  truth.  In  October,  Colonel  Burr 
wrote  to  Mr.  Alston,  concerning  his  personal  a£Fairs» 
such  a  communication  evidently  having  been  re- 
quested : 

New  You,  October  IS,  1815. 

I  hAve  found  it  so  difficult  to  answer  thai  part  ol  jrour  letter  whicii 
regards  myself  and  my  concerns*  that  it  has  been  deferred  thoii|^ 
often  in  my  mind.  At  aomt  other  time  I  may  give  you,  in  detail,  a 
sketch  of  the  sad  period  which  has  elapsed  since  my  return.  For  the 
present  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  my  business  affords  me  a  deoml 
support.  If  I  had  not  been  interrupted  in  the  career  which  I  bcgaa« 
I  should,  before  this,  have  paid  all  my  debts  and  been  at  ease. 

My  old  crt*<litors  (pnnci|)ally  the  holders  of  the  Mexican  debts) 
catiu*  u|>on  me  last  winter  with  vindictive  fury.  I  was  held  to  ImuI 
in  lar^*  sums,  and  saw  no  pruhahility  of  keeping  out  of  prison  for  six 
months.  This  (iangt*r  is  still  menacing,  but  not  quite  so  imminent. 
I  shall  neither  borrow  nor  receive  from  anyone,  not  even  from  you.  I 
have  detenniniHl  not  to  begin  to  pay  unless  I  see  a  prospect  of  paying  all. 

Colonel  Burr«  although  not  actively  engaged  in 
[M)liti(\s,  took  a  great  interest  in  them,  not  as  regarded 
any  |M)ssil)le  preferment  for  himself,  but  with  the 
hope  that  his  son-in-law,  who  had  been  Governor  of 
S)uth  Carolina  from  18H  to  1814,  would  become  a 
statesman  of  national  calibre.  Burr  was  naturally 
oppostMJ  to  the  continuance  in  power  of  the  Virginia 
'Myiiasty,"an<l  he  sujjpfestedthat  his  son-in-law  should 
Ijriiif^  forwani  the  name  of  (Jeneral  Jackson  and  es- 
pouM'  his  eandidacy. 

New  York,  November  fO,  1S15. 

A  (Min(;n>«>Hional  rniicuH  will,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month, 
nominate  .liiiuo  Monroe  for  Freiiident  of  the  Tnited  States,  and  wiU 
call  i>n  all  ^mmI  n'puhlirnnH  to  Mip|>ort  the  nomination. 
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Whether  we  connder  the  measure  itself,  the  diancter  and  lalenti 
ci  the  man,  or  the  state  whence  he  comes,  this  nomination  b  eqaaDj 
exceptionable  and  odious. 

I  have  often  heard  your  opinion  of  these  congressional  nominatioiis. 
They  are  hostile  to  all  freedom  and  independence  of  suffrage.  A 
certain  junto  of  actual  factitious  Virginians,  having  had  possession  of 
the  government  for  twenty-four  years,  consider  the  United  States  as 
their  property,  and,  by  bawling  "Support  the  Administration,**  have 
so  long  succeeded  in  duping  the  republican  public.  One  of  their 
principal  arts,  and  which  has  been  systematically  taught  by  Jeffenoo, 
is  that  of  promoting  state  dissensions,  not  between  republican  and 
federal  —  that  would  do  them  no  good  —  but  schisms  in  the  repul>- 
lican  party.  By  looking  round  you  will  see  how  the  attention 
of  leading  men  in  the  different  states  has  thus  been  turned  from 
general  and  state  politics.  Let  not  this  disgraceful  domination 
continue. 

Independently  of  the  manner  of  the  nomination  and  the  location 
of  the  candidate,  the  man  himself  is  one  of  the  most  improper  and  in* 
competent  that  could  be  selected.  Naturally  dull  and  stupid;  ex- 
tremely illiterate;  indecisive  to  a  degree  that  would  be  incredible  to 
one  who  did  not  know  him;  pusillanimous,  and,  of  course,  hypocritical; 
has  no  opinion  on  any  subject,  and  will  be  always  under  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  worst  men;  pretends,  as  I  am  told,  to  aome  knowledge  of 
military  matters,  but  never  commanded  a  platoon,  nor  was  ever  fit 
to  command  one.  **IIe  tervrd  in  the  Revolutionary  War!"  —  thai 
is,  he  acted  a  short  time  as  aide-de-camp  to  Ix>rd  Stirling,  who  was 
regularly.  .  .  .  Monroe's  whole  duty  was  to  fill  his  lordship*s  tankard, 
and  ht>ar,  with  indications  of  admiration,  his  lordship's  long  stories 
alxiut  himself.  Such  is  Monroe's  military  experience.  I  was  with 
my  regiment  in  the  same  division  at  the  time.  As  a  lawyer,  Mcmroe 
was  far  below  mediocrity.  lie  never  rose  to  the  honour  of  trying  a 
cause  of  the  value  of  a  hundred  pounds.  This  is  a  diaracter  exactly 
suited  to  the  views  of  the  Virginia  junto. 

To  this  junto  you  have  twice  sacrificed  youiself,  and  what  have 
you  got  by  it?  Their  hatred  and  abhorrence.  Did  you  ever  know 
them  to  countenance  a  man  of  talents  and  independence  ?  Never  — 
nor  ever  will. 

It  is  time  that  you  manifested  that  you  had  some  individual  cJianic* 
ter;  scnne  opinion  of  your  own;  some  influence  lo  support  that  opinion. 
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Mmke  them  temt  you.  and  they  will  be  at  jour  feet  Thui  far  Ihej 
have  reason  to  believe  that  you  fear  them. 

The  moment  is  extremdy  auapidous  for  breaking  down  this  degrad- 
ing syston.  The  best  dtiaens  of  our  countiy  acknowledge  the  feeble- 
ness of  our  administration.  They  acknowledge  thai  offices  are  bertowed 
merely  to  preserve  power,  and  without  the  smallest  regard  to  fitness. 
If,  then,  there  be  a  man  in  the  United  States  of  firmness  and  dedsioo, 
and  having  standing  enough  to  afford  even  a  hope  of  success,  it  is  your 
duty  to  hold  him  up  to  public  view;  that  man  is  Andrew  Jodbon. 
Nothing  is  wanting  but  a  respectable  nomination,  made  iMfore  the  proe- 
lamation  of  the  Virginia  caucus,  and  Jaekmm*9  success  is  inevitable. 

If  this  project  should  accord  with  your  views.  I  could  wish  to  see 
you  prominent  in  the  execution  of  it.  It  must  be  known  to  be  your 
work.  Whether  a  formal  and  open  nomination  should  now  be  made* 
or  whether  you  should  for  the  present  content  yourself  with  barely 
denouncing,  by  a  joint  resolution  of  both  houses  of  your  legislature, 
congresiiional  caucunes  and  nominations,  you  only  can  judge.  One 
consideration  inclines  inc  to  hesitate  about  the  policy  of  a  present 
nomination.  It  is  this  —  that  Jackson  ought  first  to  be  admonished 
to  be  (lassive:  for,  the  moment  he  shall  be  announced  as  a  candidate, 
he  will  bi*  assaile<l  by  the  Virginia  junto  with  menaces,  and  with  in* 
sidious  pntmiscs  of  boons  and  favours.  There  is  danger  thai  Joekmm 
might  be  wmugfU  upon  by  such  prod  ices.  If  an  open  nomination  be 
made,  an  express  should  be  instantly  sent  to  him. 

This  sugfT^tion  has  not  arisen  from  any  exdusive  attachment  to 
Jac^kson.  The  object  is  to  break  down  this  vile  combinatioo  which 
nil(*s  and  de^i^des  the  Uniteil  States.  If  you  should  think  that  any 
otiirr  man  could  bt*  held  up  with  l>etter  prospect  of  success,  name  that 
man.  I  kn<iw  of  no  such.  But  the  business  must  be  accomplished, 
aii<i  oil  this  <Kvasion,  and  by  you.  So  long  as  the  present  system  pre- 
vails, you  will  Ih'  struggling  again.^t  wind  and  tide  to  preserve  a  pre- 
carious infliicnc^c.  You  will  never  be  forgiven  for  the  crime  of  having 
tal«*nt>  and  in<i«*jM'n<lcncc. 

Kxhibit  y()iirv4'lf  then  and  emerge  from  this  state  of  nullity.  You 
owe  it  to  vourM'lf.  you  owe  it  to  me,  you  owe  it  to  your  country,  you 
owe  it  to  the  memorv  of  the  dead. 

I  have  talkcnl  of  this  matter  to  your  late  secretary,  but  he  has  not 
seen  this  letter. 

A.  Buma. 
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Your  mcniary  wm  to  have  ddiverad  tbta  penoosn^,  bat  hm 
changed  his  coune  on  hmring  that  Jackson  is  on  hii  waj  to  WBaUng- 
lon.  If  ^ou  should  have  any  confidential  friend  among  the  ""■"h— 
of  CoogresB  from  your  state,  charge  htm  to  caution  Jackson  agaiaM 
the  per6dious  caresses  with  which  he  will  be  ox-erwhelmed  at  Wa^ 
ington.  A.  B. 

Another  communication,  on  the  same  subject,  was 
sent  to  Governor  Alston  about  a  month  later. 

New  York,  December  II,  1815. 
A  copjr  of  the  preceding  went  under  co\'er  to  I>r.  Wraftg-  San 
that  date  things  are  wonderfully  advanced,  as  your  secrelaiy  will 
write  or  tell  you.  lliese  will  require  a  written  mesuf(e  (letter)  fran 
yoursdf  and  others  (or  yourself  alone,  but  thrre  names  would  look 
more  formal),  advising  Jacki«on  what  is  doing:  that  c«xnmunicstiaas 
have  been  had  with  the  Northern  States,  requiring  him  only  to  be 
passive,  and  asking  from  him  a  list  i^  penons  in  the  Western  atalcs 
to  whom  you  may  address  your  letters. 

A.  Bt-ma. 

But  Joseph  Alston  was  not  destined  to  figure  in 
national  politics.  His  heart  was  broken  by  the  loss 
of  his  son  and  wife.  His  burden  was  not  of  the  kind 
that  could  l>e  lifted  by  ciifraging  in  a  {>olitical  contest. 
His  ambition  was  gone.  He  had  no  interest  in  the 
ftiturc  so  far  as  the  world  was  contTrnetl.  He  had 
lost  what  bad  made  his  life  happy:  his  only  thoughts 
were  of  them;  bis  only  wish  to  go  to  them.  His 
reply  to  ("olonel  Burr's  letter,  which  was  so  full  oJ 
incentive  to  action,  shows  the  broken-spirited  man 
—  sick  in  both  mind  and  liody. 

CiiARLnt-mN.  Februai;  IS,  1816. 

Your  letter  of  the  »Hh  of  NuviiuU-r.  intniHted  to  Mr.  Phili|»,  «w 

receivnl  thr»uf;h  the  post  oflirr  alxHit  the  middle  nf  last  month.     Il 

was.  iif  rouRte,  Uhi  latr,  had  cirt'uniNlaiirtii  iNt-rt  ever  su  favmnUe. 

to  1m-  acted  u|Km  in  the  maniker  propuaed.     Had  il  even  been  rMcivcd. 
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hofwerer,  in  due  icMon,  it  would  have  found  me  otlerijr  ineipnhle  of 
exertion.  On  my  way  to  Columbia,  in  November,  I  bad  aaolber  eevera 
attack  ci  illnera,  whidi  rendered  abeolutdy  impradieable  either  the  im- 
mediate prosecution  of  my  journey  or  my  attwidaiiee  doling  the  eeHioa 
of  the  leipslature.  AafloonasIwasaUetobearthemotianof  acuriage, 
I  was  brought  by  short  stages  to  this  pkoe,  where  I  have  been  ^'"■ilin^ 
rvrr  since.  Yesterday  was  the  first  time  for  two  months  thai  I  ha?o 
been  out  of  the  house.    So  much  for  the  miserable  remnant  of  myself. 

With  regard  to  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  Mth  of  November, 
I  fuUy  coincide  with  you  in  sentiment;  but  the  spirit,  the  energy,  the 
health  necessary  to  give  practical  effect  to  sentiment,  are  all  gone. 
I  feel  too  much  alone,  too  entirely  unconnected  with  the  world,  to  take 
much  interest  in  anything.  Yet  without  the  smallest  solicitude  about 
the  result,  I  shall  certainly  not  fail  to  disdiaige  my  public  duty,  when* 
ever  the  opportunity  occurs,  by  giving  a  very  strong  and  frank  e]q>rea- 
!iion  of  my  opinion  on  the  subject  suggested. 

Vanderlyn,  I  perceive  from  the  papers,  has  returned  to  New  York. 
Nothing,  I  trust,  has  prevented  his  bringing  back  the  portrait  (the 
portrait  of  ThtHxlosiia)  you  li*ft  with  him.  Let  me  again  entreat  you 
to  use  your  influence  with  him  in  procuring  me  a  good  copy.  I  re* 
cviveti  some  (lav's  sincre,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  John  B.  Prevwt, 
a  niiniatun*.  which  appears  to  have  been  taken  from  Vanderlyn*s 
|Mirtrait.  The  execution  is  good,  but  in  expression  it  is  by  no  means 
e<{ual  to  the  |>ortrait.  There  was  a  small  portrait  of  Nathalie  which 
vou  t<K>k  with  vou.  of  which,  if  Vanderivn  embraces  that  kind  of 
|Miinting  in  his  present  plan,  I  should  be  glad  also  to  obtain  of  him  a 
copy.    The  original  picture,  I  think,  was  the  best  portrait  I  ever  saw. 

Yours  affectionately, 

Joseph  Ai/rroN. 

Tlie  double  burden  became  loo  heavy  to  bear;  on 
S<*|>teTnl)er  10,  181G,  Theodosia*s  husband  died. 
'Vhv  iH'ws  of  his  (Irath  was  (^mmunicated  to  Colonel 
Burr  by  the  (Governor's  brother. 

H()8KiiiLL.  NiiAK  Ctix)ROETOWN.  Octobcr  4,  1810. 

Sir: 

It  WAS  (^njoiruii  on  nie,  and  my  bnither,  John  A.  Alston,  Terbally* 
In   our  latt>  hrnthrr  Jcwieph  Alston,  to  wtnd  a  certain  trunk  to  you. 
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which  he  never  had  the  courage  to  open,  containing,  as  he  aaid, 
things  that  belonged  to  your  daughter  Theodosia;  and  to  aend  m 
tain  collection  of  other  articles  (of  dress,  I  believe)  that  had  ako 
hers,  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Prevost.    Pray  point  out  the 
way,  sir,  in  which  our  trust  is  to  be  executed. 

In  his  will,  of  which  a  copy  will  be  sent  you  if  desired,  mj  brother 
has  given  all  demands  up  to  you  that  he  had  against  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

William  A.  AunxMc. 

P.  S.  These  are  alone  the  words  relating  to  you  in  the  will:  **To 
my  father-in-law,  Aaron  Burr,  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  all  de- 
mands I  may  have  against  him,  whether  by  judgment  or  otherwiae."* 

In  a  previous  chapter  it  was  stated  that  none  of 
the  State  papers  of  (iovernor  Alston  were  now  in 
existence,  or  that  they  could  not  be  found.  The 
text  of  two  of  them  has,  fortunately,  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  writer.  They  appeared  originally 
in  the  Charleston,  S.  C,  Courier,  but  were  reprinted 
in  the  United  States  Gazette  of  September  18,  1813. 

{From  the  CharUHon  Courier) 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

The  Ute  general  orders  of  his  excellency,  govemour  Aktoo,  haTivg 
excited  an  unusual  degree  of  interest,  we  have  procured  a  copy  of  ihoB 
for  publication.  The  first  order,  dated  on  the  4th  inst..  directed  the 
astiembiing  of  a  court  martial,  for  the  trial  of  certain  of  our  fcDov 
<*itizen.H,  under  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  as  set  forth  in  the  opinkM 
of  his  honour  judge  Bay.  llie  last  appears  to  have  been  iamicd  ia 
<*on.4e<|uence  of  the  decision  of  the  honourable  judge.  We  give 
to  our  readers  without  comment. 

GENER.\L  ORDERS 
Headqiartcbs,  Ciiarlerton,  Aug.  4,  181S. 

The  commander-in-chief  has  learned  with  surprise  and  deep 
cem.  that  so'eral  of  the  city  corps,  called  into  actual  service,  hy  _ 
ernl  orders  of  the  i8th  May  last,  have  refused  to  perfonn  the  del^ 
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required  cl  them.  With  surpriie  becaiiee  the  older  for  gtwwgthfftiing 
the  magasine  guard,  m  measure  to  intimately  and  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  safety  of  Charleston,  was  predicted  not  only  upon  his 
own  conTiction  of  its  being  necessary,  but  upon  the  strong  and  earnest 
petition  of  the  citiaens  themsdres:  with  concern  because  while  this 
unsoldieriike  shrinking  from  a  light  and  triTial  sendee  affords  a 
wretched  hope  of  better  conduct  on  more  arduous  occasions,  it  holds 
out  an  example  of  insubordination  so  fatal  to  the  safety  ol  the  state. 
SA  to  justify  the  last  degree  of  scYcrity  in  suppressing  it  Could  the 
commander-in-chief  be  persuaded  that  the  late  disobedience  ol  the 
corps  alluded  to,  had  really  resulted  from  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  or 
mutiny,  no  consideration  would  prevent  a  recurrence  to  the  proper 
measures  for  the  punishment  ol  every  individual  implicated.  The 
means  of  punishment  are  within  his  reach.  A  call  upon  any  militia 
man  places  him  in  actual  service  —  actual  service  subjects  him  lo 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  under  which  disobedience  of  orders  may 
Ik*  punished,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court  martial,  even  by  death;  and 
the  coinniander-in-chic*f  flatters  himself  there  will  never  be  wanting 
officers  firm  and  prudent  enough  to  inflict  that  punishment  where  it 
shall  be  merited.  (Enlightened  freemen,  who  know  how  to  value  the 
lilierty  they  enjoy  in  a  state  of  peace,  will  know  how  essential  to  the 
|»reH(*rvation  of  those  liberties  are  the  restrictions  imposed  by  a  state 
of  war.  Rut  the  commander-in-chief  will  not  dishonour  any  part 
of  the  militia  of  Charleston  by  suspecting  them  to  be  deficient  either 
in  patriotism  or  the  (|ualities  which  constitute  good  soldiers.  He  will 
not  believe  that,  when  pro|>erly  called  upon,  any  service  to  which 
they  have  In^en  made  liable  by  representatives  of  their  own  choice, 
will  be  refused.  A  transition  from  the  habits  of  peace  to  the  habits  of 
war,  is  a  little  diffirult  and  he  is  c*onvinced  that,  with  the  best  intentions, 
they  have  Ix'en  deluded  into  the  offence  of  disobedience  of  orders, 
hy  desiring,  mischievous  men,  who  have  industriously  circulated 
anion^  them  the  f^oss<*st  misconstructions  of  the  mihtia  laws,  and 
Ky  otliriN.  wrak  niMi  rnxlulous.  who  have  been  made  to  believe  that 
there  exist>  ih>  jM»wer  to  exact  their  services.  ITie  commander-in- 
<  hief  has  iiion-over  strong  reason  to  belic*>'e  that  these  misconstructions 
<jf  the  law  have  derivcHi  additional  strength  from  the  apparent  im- 
punity cxtendnl  to  that  part  of  the  militia,  with  whom  the  late  shame- 
ful <liM)lHiliene<'  of  on  lent  commenced.  But  that  courts  martial 
wen*  not  onlennl  instantly  u|M>n  those  so  first  offending,  is  attributable 
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Kolcly  to  (he  Delect  ti  the  <^ccr,  upon  whom  the  duty  wu  <IeTolT«l  in 
not  making  a  prompt  report  of  the  case  to  headquaitna.  Ilis  pneed- 
ure  will  be  forthwith  corrected. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  persuaded  that  the  coipa  reported 
as  guilty  of  disobedience  at  ordem,  have  been  actuated,  not  bjr  anv 
spirit  of  disutiiifartioa  or  mutiny,  but  merely  by  the  ertooeous  cob- 
structions  of  law  cinnilatMl  among  them,  and  that  thej  have  b(«B 
influenced,  e)i|iedBlly,  by  the  unfortunate  dels}'  in  bringing  the  find 
offenders  to  trial,  the  conimandcr-in-chirf  deems  it  sufficient  to  nil^ 
jeti  to  punishment,  which  may  be  girencribed  by  a  court  maitial. 
thoM  of  the  militia  by  whom  was  set  the  example  of  disobediencv. 
It  is  therefore  ordered  that  BrigaiJier  <>eneral  Read  take  imiaediale 
nieasum  to  have  brought  up  for  trial  before  a  tieneial  Court  Martial, 
which  will  atsrmble  at  the  Magazine  on  Charleston  Neck,  at  10  o'dadi 
A.M.  on  Monday  next,  the  9th  inst..  immnlialely  after  the  said  Court 
nhall  have  gone  Ihrmigh  with  the  trial  of  those  ot  the  Militia  charged 
with  Disobeilienr^  at  orders  in  not  joining  the  late  detachment  undcv 
Major  Howard,  the  following  j>ers<in.«.  vis: 

(Here  follow  thr  names  td  forty  citisens.  Members  at  the  Andeat 
Battalion  (rf  Ar1i11er> .) 

Brig.  <ii-n.  Head  is  further  onlcml  immediately  to  have  arrcsttd 
thr  officer  of  Ihc  extra  nisgazine  guard,  put  on  duly  on  the  IStb  ivfy, 
anil  the  olTui'r  who  commanded  the  extra  guard,  put  on  duty  oa  the 
Xlst  July.  l>»lh  charged  with  di-M-rting  their  jmmIs,  and  to  have  Ib^ 
for  trial  Ix-fort-  the  Court  Martial  above  mentioned. 

I1)e  Brig,  (ien.  will  likewise  immediately  take  meaaurea  to  have 
bniught  up  for  trial  lH-f<in-  the  same  court,  those  privates  ol  the  Re- 
puliliian  .\rtlllery  ('oiii|)any.  put  on  duly  at  the  magannc  on  iMh 
July,  and  charged  with  deserting  their  pcMl.t. 

Having  so  much  to  cennure  in  the  Charleston  Regiments  of  the 
7lh  Brigaite.  it  in  [leculiarly  gratifying  to  the  r<>mman<ler^in-cfaief  that 
the  same  Ilegimenis  fumiiih  some  Hubjti-tn  uf  applause  and  reeos- 
iiiiiidation.  In  conse4)ui-nn-  of  the  n-fusal  of  the  guard  ordered  ool 
on  the  <4th  July  to  uinrch,  the  following  oflii-ers  and  privates  *'"»*itiH 
to  the  Magazine,  as  volunte<*r!i.  lix.: 

(Here  are  inserted  the  nanies  of  certain  of&crrs  and  privatea  «1m 
tolunlerml  their  serviees  at  the  Magazine  tiuanl.) 

To  hi«  brother  offitvre  and  soldiers  who  thus  voluntaiilj  ilepl 
forth  to  redeem  thr  htmour  of  the  militia.    * 
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Ukes  pletfure  in  offeriiig  his  waimeil  Ihanki  and  appiolMtioo.  It  is 
on  audi  men  the  hopes  of  South  Carolina  will  rest  in  the  hour  of  triaL 
I'he  troops  who  refused  oo  that  occasion,  their  senrices  to  their  coun- 
try, must  be  strangely  constituted,  if,  when  they  beheld  their  oAoen 
marching  in  the  ranks,  the  sight  did  not  rouse  sensations  of  shame  to 
which  any  fatigues,  any  privations,  any  dangers  would  have  been 
preferable.  The  commander  in  chief  mentions  likewise  with  great 
satiiifaction  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Duke,  commanding  the 
extra  guard  on  the  85th  July,  and  the  privates  from  the  Federalist 
Artillery,  and  though  they  were  not  relieved  for  a  considefable  time 
l)eyond  the  regular  hour,  remained  at  their  posts  with  the  aeal  and 
fidelity  of  patriotick  soldiers.  He  cannot  either  omit  to  notice  the 
alacrity  and  readiness  with  which  the  *^ United  Blues**  and  the  ** In- 
dependent Greens**  have  entered  upon  the  second  tour  of  duty  so 
prematurely  devolved  upon  them  by  the  refusal  of  other  coqis  to  share 
it. 

In  onlering  a  (?ourt  Martial  upon  the  officers  and  privates  herein 
(li*si^iat<'(i,  the  rf)mmandor-in-chief  has  dischargcfl  a  duty  painful  to 
Ills  private  ftvlingn,  when  he  rpcollc(*ts  to  how  8c\'ere  a  punishment 
tliost*  |M*rsorui  have  made  themselves  liable:  mortifying  to  him  as  an 
oi!i(*er,  when  he  recoll(*<is  how  niuoh  iiiinconduct  like  theirs  is  cal- 
culated to  ref1(x*t  u|>on  the  character  of  the  militia.  He  sincerely 
liofM's  there  will  occur  no  future  necessity  for  a  similar  measure.  £n- 
pipfi  in  a  war  of  which  four-fifths  of  the  citizens  of  this  state  have 
ri*|>eat(*<ily.  colleiiively  and  individually,  expressed  their  decided 
a|>|>n>bation:  in  actual  hostility  with  an  c^emy  whose  enormities  are 
sufiitMcnt  to  kindle  enthusiasm  in  the  heart  of  apathy  itself,  combating 
not  for  doubtful  rights,  but  for  ever}ihing  dear  to  freemen,  it  would 
)m*  a  f>anuiox  indeetl,  if  the  coercion  of  law  were  necessaiy  to  stimulate 
«*\ertion. 

In  u  ^>vemn)ent  where  all  are  equal,  where  the  officer  most  ele- 
vntf^i  in  runk  is  amenable,  in  c^mimon  with  the  subalteni,  to  the  laws, 
tlifn*  ran  Iw  littl<'  dan^T  of  abuses.  The  |K)wers  delegated  by  the 
|if»«ijilf  to  tlirir  srnants  are  judiciously  so  limited  that  all  the  energies 
of  the  (•oiistitiit('<l  authorities  are  necessary  to  support  a  state  of  war. 
The  (*oiiinuiii(l''r-lii-chief  then*fon*  calls  u|>on  his  brother  soldiers  to 
rt-^anl  \\itli  nu^picion  the  man  who  shall  seek  to  re|)nnHi  these  energies 
and  weaken  the  hantls  to  which  have  been  committed  the  defence  and 
linaf^f-tion  of  the  .state.     He  calls  u|>on  their  manly  feelings  and  pa- 
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IrioUuD  to  frown  with  indigULtion  upon  those  who,  under  tbe  prrtenci 
of  expounding  the  militia  Ikwa.  u«  iiiMdioualj  hftiuding  the  Mrfe^ 
of  the  country  bj  exciting  munnura  and  diMOstcnt.  The  fint 
duty  of  kn  officer  and  M^er  is  to  obey  —  if  the  Uwi  be  violated  is 
the  penm  of  dtber,  hi*  country  bu  provided  the  ronedy. 

That  no  militia  man  may  be  herMfter  taken  by  nirpiiae.  the  con- 
mander-in-chief  orden  it  to  be  made  known  that  every  diaobediaiee 
of  an  Older  from  headquarters,  requiring  the  service  alher  of  officer 
or  private,  will  subject  the  peis<Mi  guilty  of  it  to  an  inunedialc  trial 
by  court  martial,  under  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

The  brigade  major  and  inspector  of  the  seventh  brigade  u  ordefed 
to  furnish  the  judge  advocate  general  with  the  luunes  of  all  the  per- 
sons ordered  to  be  tried,  and  the  names  of  the  necessary  witoeas. 
He  «rill  likewise  attend  and  organise  the  court  martia]  herein  directed. 

The  judge  advocate  generaJ  will  forthwith  prepare  c^iargea  in  profNT 
form,  and  iuue  the  necessary  precepts.  He  will  also  attend  the  court 
martial  to  be  convened  at  the  magazine  on  the  9th  inat. 

Brigadier  general  Read  will  forthwith  extend  copies  of  this  genml 
order  to  the  captaiiu  of  the  28th  and  SSth  regt  —  the  rcgt.  of  artiBefV. 
and  the  regt.  of  cavalry,  with  orders  that  it  be  read  at  the  bead  of  evoy 
company. 

By  order  of  the  C4»(HANDUI-IK-CRIir. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 
HEAOQrARTERH,  Charuxtton,  Aug.  tS.  181S. 

The  construction  given  to  the  militia  law  of  I7M,by  the  cooimaiidc^ 
in-chief,  by  the  judge  advocate  general,  and  by  the  attMner  general, 
it  seems  was  wrong.  The  military  system  ordained  by  the  legislatnre 
for  the  regulation  and  good  government  of  the  troops,  aitd  on  which 
the  stale  lias  hitherto  deluitivrly  rrlied  for  protection  and  safely,  haa 
been  solemnly  decided  to  be  ini^rative  and  nugatory:  a  men  rope 
of  sand.  The  laws  which  extend  to  every  citiim  protcctiaa,  !"'|WfTt 
no  obligation  of  service  in  return.  The  executive  has  a  right  to  oadtr 
a  militiaman  to  take  the  field,  but  the  militiaman  has  a  li^l  ta  stay 
at  home.  Should  any  momentary  impulse  even  induce  the  nuEtia 
to  embody,  there  exists  not  the  slightest  authority  to  r 
larity,  or  to  punish  misronclurt.  however  fatal  in  its  c 
Such  has  been  the  judicial  decision. 

Bdaasacbuselta  and  Connecticut  while  from  a  spirit  ol  horfl^  t» 
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the  war  and  the  adminiatntioo,  thej  icfote  the  aid  off  their  miEtia 
to  the  general  gorenunent,  do  not  ecniple  at  leaat  to  afail  thenadvea 
of  their  militia  in  defending  their  own  ihofee.  South  CaioBna,  lev 
loliciioui  about  her  safety,  while  ahe  it  readj  to  lend  her  militia  to 
the  general  government,  or  to  a  sitter  state,  and  it  petfectlj  wilfing, 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  efficient,  that  in  either  senrice 
thej  shall  be  subjected  to  the  rules  and  articles  off  wart  seems  to 
exact  her  senrices  in  her  own  defence  by  the  smallest  penalty  —  deems 
the  slightest  restraint  upon  them  whoi  in  camp,  incompatible  with 
the  liberty  of  the  dtiten.  Thus  the  militia  man  ordered  into  the  field, 
instead  of  being  before  the  enemy,  b  before  the  judge  on  a  writ  off 
habeoi  corpus.  While  the  enemy  are  in  sig^t  off  the  dty,  at  the  very 
moment  the  soil  is  actually  invaded,  and  the  dtiaens  off  an  adjoining 
parish  plundered  of  their  property,  the  militia  off  ChariesloD  are 
thronging  the  Court  H€>use,  waiting  in  fearful  solid tude,  a  dedsimi 
upon  the  question  whether  the  services  of  a  militia  man  can  be  ettcted 
or  not. 

WVIK  the  question  has  been  dedded.  The  services  of  a  militia 
man  (*annot  be  exacted,  however  imperious  the  emergency.  He  who 
n*fiiMHl  to  share  the  fate  of  his  comrades  at  ThermopyUe,  lived  only 
to  expiate  his  shame  by  a  glorious  death  on  a  subsequent  occasioo. 
The  example,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  lost.  The  commander-in-chief 
rtx'cives  the  dedsion  of  the  court  with  the  submission  due  to  the  con- 
stituted tribunals  of  a  free  state.  Subordination  of  the  military  to  the 
civil  authority  is  characteristick  of  the  constitution.  It  is  a  dbarae- 
teristick  that  he  would  be  the  last  to  impair.  While  he  will  lose  no 
time  in  calling  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  correct  the  state 
of  anarchy  into  which  the  militia  have  been  thrown  bv  the  late  dedsion, 
he  hastens  in  the  meanwhile  to  conform  to  that  dedsion.  The  general 
(*ourt  martial.  <»f  which  lieut.  col.  Youngblood  is  president,  is  hereby 
dissolvcHi.  and  the  ^ncral  onler  of  the  4th  inst.  countermanded. 

The  p^neral  onler  issued  at  the  request  of  the  dtisens  of  Charleston, 
for  an  rxtrn  piianl  nt  the  magazine,  is  hereby  countermanded. 

The  p'litTal  onlcr  directinf^  a  nif^htly  guard  to  be  furnished  by  the 
alarrii  <  orps  at  the  new  hatten*  is  likewise  countermanded. 

'flu*  i^^-iHTal  onicr  directinfr  a  detachment  from  the  5th  brigade  is 
countrniian*!***!. 

Licutt-riant  Col.  Youngblood  will  forthwith  discharge  the  attach- 
ment  under  his  ctimmand.    The  arms,  equipments,    ftc. 
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for  tbe  puticulu-  service  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  to  be 
depoeited  in  the  most  contiguous  or  c«)venient  anenal.  In  ordering 
thia  detachment  to  be  discharged,  the  commander-in-chief  wouM  be 
unjust  to  distinguished  merit,  if  he  did  not  exprew  his  obligaticxu  to 
the  zeal,  the  patriotism,  the  talents,  and  truly  military  qxrit  of  Eenl. 
cd.  Youngblood.  When  it  is  added  that  during  a  aerricc  of  neariy 
three  months  there  has  not  been  octssion  for  a  sin^  court  martial. 
that  not  a  murmur  has  been  heard,  not  aae  instance  of  miacoodud 
exhibited,  it  will  readily  be  perceived  how  much  indeed  every  officer 
and  private  in  the  detachment  is  entitled  to  tbe  commendation  of  his 
country. 

In  the  approbation  bestowed  upon  the  officers  designated  in  the 
ft^lowing  extract  from  the  report  of  lieut.  col.  Youngblood,  tbe  cooi- 
mandet^ in-chief  cordially  and  with  great  pleasure  unites,  "The  m^ 
have  conducted  themselves  with  subordination:  they  are  ambitious 
and  palriotick;  and  at  most  of  the  posts,  tolerable  prt^dents  in  miE- 
tary  discipline.  It  would  be  doing  an  injustice  to  the  officers  at  Beau- 
fort, viz.  ('apt.  Bamwell.  Lieut.  Lawton,  and  Ensign  Gilliaon,  not  to 
menlimi  them  particularly  to  your  excellency.  The  disaplioe  of 
their  com|>Bny  cannot  be  exceeded  by  any  troops  who  have  been  is 
service  so  short  a  lime.  Capt.  M^;getl  and  Lieuts.  Bailey  and  PatriA 
are  also  excellent  officers  and  entitled  to  my  warmest  approbaboo." 

The  commander-in-chief  avails  hinwelf  of  this  opportunity  likewise 
to  lender  his  thanks  (o  his  venerable  felhiw  citisens  compooing  tbe 
alarm  r(ir]M  for  their  cheerful  and  soldieriike  performance  of  the  duty 
asnigned  them,  lliry  have  aifordeU  h<»)oural>le  proof  —  better  thaa 
a  thousanti  ilM-lanialory  proft-asions  —  that  the  spirit  which  carried 
them  in  triumph  through  the  struggle  of  76,  still  animates  Ibem:  they 
have  offered  an  example  to  their  wms,  which  ought  to  have  had  ite 
wriglit. 

All  officers  having  command  on  the  seacoast  are  earnestly  rec|uired 
to  be  vigilant  and  alert,  and  in  the  event  of  a  landing  by  the  enemy, 
lo  lose  no  time  in  conforming  to  the  provisions  ctf  the  act  of  "M,  in  case 
ol  alarm.  With  the  enemy  before  them,  a  regard  to  self  preacrratioa 
may  induce  on  the  part  of  the  militia,  that  submisHon  to  oeden  and 
military-  discipline  which,  from  fal-ie  notions  of  liberty,  is  now  rrfused. 

When  he  rerollerls  the  wanton  conftngration.ii.  the  brutal  Uccntiauv 
ness,  the  worse  than  Indian  alrocilint.  wreaked  by  the  eocny  i^khi 
the  Msler  statca  ti  hlar^and  and  Viiginia,  tbe  oommaitdrr  in  dnrf 
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feelfl  too  mudi  solicitude  for  South  CaroliiiA,  not  to  deprente  mcfl 
fenrently  the  fatal  effects  which  may  result  from  the  present  derange- 
ment, or  rather  annihilation,  of  the  militaiy  system.  He  deprecates 
the  pernicious  purposes  to  whidi  the  late  decision  maj  be  penrerted  bj 
those  opposed,  whether  from  passion  or  princi|de,  to  the  war  and  to 
the  persons  charged  with  its  conduct  He  deprecates,  above  all,  the 
more  ruinous  and  baneful  influence  the  present  state  of  anarchy  it 
calculated  to  produce  upon  the  pubBck  sentiment  in  a  political  waj. 
The  want  of  energy,  the  imbecility,  attributed  to  republican  gorem- 
m^in  —  their  all(*ged  incapacity  to  sustain  the  shock  of  war,  or  to 
support  themselves  in  difficulties  —  have  been  the  invdious  and  ooo- 
stant  arguments  of  the  enemies  of  liberty  in  favour  of  monarchy.  To 
these  arguments,  ever3rthing  which  tends  to  produce  embarrassment 
and  confusion,  everything  which  cootributes  to  defeat  and  failure  in 
the  present  contest,  must  give  new  and  increased  weight.  But  the 
commander-in-chief  relies  not  only  upon  the  spirit  but  upon  the  good 
Hense  of  his  countrk-men.  llie  present  prospect  is  gloomy.  But  be 
tnist:!  the  events  will  furnish  neither  argument  nor  example  to  any 
future  innovator  upon  the  happy  and  republican  constitution  of  South 
Carolina. 

By  Order  of  the  Comi ander-in-Chibf. 

The  IkkUcs  of  Governor  Alston  and  his  son  repose 
in  the  family  burying-ground  at  the  **Oaks**  on 
Waceamaw,  All  Saints  Parish,  Georgetown  County, 
South  Carolina.     The  tombstone  bears  the  following 

inscription: 
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'  Sacred  to  the  memocjr 

o< 

Joseph  uid  Theodoua  Bobs  Auton 

and  of  their  sod 

Aaron  Bukh  Ai^ion. 

Hiis  lut  died  June,  1812,  at  the  age 

of  ten  years 

And  his  remains  are  interred  here. 

The  disconsolate  mother  perished 

A  f«w  oiwiths  after  at  sea 

And  oo  the  10th  ol  September,  1816.  died  the  father. 

When  little  over  37  yean  of  age. 

Whoae  remains  rest  here  with  the  son's. 

The  lou  of  this  ciliren  was  oo  (XHnmon  one 

to  the  SUIe. 

To  its  service  he  devoted  himself  from 

his  early  year*. 

On  the  floors  at  its  Legislature  he  was 

Distinguished  (or  hit  extensive  information 

and  his  transcendent  eloquence. 

In  the  chair  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

Por  his  important  and  correct  decisions. 

And  o-erywhere  he  ww  distinguished 

for  his  teaious  attachment  to  his 

Republican  principles. 

In  the  capacity  of  Chief  Magistrate 

mim  both  the  honours  and  the  respon.iibility 

of  Ihe  trunl  were  heightened  by  (he  difficulties 

and  the  war  of  18H 

lie.  bv  bis  indomitable  activity  and  his 

Salular^'  mea-iures,  earned  new  titles 

to  the  re!>{>ect  and  the  gratitude  <i(  his  fellow  ciliiens. 

This  great  man  was  also  a  good  tme. 

lie  met  his  death  with  the  same  foHitude 

.\s  his  Ancestor,  fmm  whom  he  derived 

IliM  name  and  this  estate. 

And  which  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  good. 

Hoping  to  regain  those  whose 

I..OM  had  left  in  his  heart  an 

Aching  void  thai  nothing 

on  earth  could  611. 


CHAPTER  XV 

HER  SUPPOSED  FATE 

THE  domain  of  conjecture  is  veiy  wide»  and  its 
limits  have  surely  been  reached  since  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  Pairiotf  her  passengers  and  crew. 
It  is  our  present  purpose  to  take  up  these  conjec- 
tures, or  theories,  or  alleged  facts  (the  latter  proven 
to  those  who  present  them)  in  chronological  order, 
and  thus  show  the  crystallizing  of  public  opinion 
as  regards  the  supposed  fate  of  Theodosia. 

The  first  life  of  Colonel  Burr  was  written  by  Samuel 
L.  Kiiapp.  At  the  time  of  its  publication  the  sub- 
je(*t  of  the  volume  was  still  living,  but  he  died  in  the 
following  year.  Referring  to  Theodosia's  death* 
Knapp  says  (85): 

''  On  his  return  to  this  countiy,  after  having  been 
more  than  five  (only  four)  years  in  Europe,  his 
daughter  embarked  from  Charleston  (Georgetown)  to 
make  him  a  visit  in  New  York.  She  sailed  in  a 
private(T-l)uiIt  vessel,  and  which  was  never  after- 
ward heard  of.  For  a  long  time  the  most  agonizing 
fears  were  entcTtained  that  the  vessel  had  lxH*n  taken 
hy  pirates.  They  swarmed  at  that  time  upon  the 
SoutluTn  (*()ast  of  our  c*ountry,  and  all  about  the 
\V(»st  Indies;  hut  after  months  of  awful  suspense,  he 
had,  heaven  forgive  the  expression,  the  happiness  to 
think  she  had  been  buried  in  the  *  fathomless  abyss/ 
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On  going  to  Europe  in  1807  (1808)  Colonel  Burr  had 
left  his  most  valuable  papers  with  his  daughter,  but 
these  were  lost  with  her.  This  was  truly  a  loss  to 
the  historian,  as  he  (Burr)  had  been  careful  in  filing 
documents  that  contained  the  facts  connected  with 
every  event  of  his  life." 

Mr.  Knapp  does  not  mention  the  source  of  the 
"pirate  story."  It  first  appeared  in  print,  probably, 
in  an  Alabama  paper  (86).  This  article  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public  in  a  communi- 
tion  from  William  L.  Stone,  of  Mount  Vernon,  New 
York,  to  the  New  York  Sun  of  August  87,  1904. 

In  lo-dav's  Sun,  under  "Quntionn  and  Anawen."  in  nfty  U>  * 
correspondent  uking  "Wluil  was  the  Inie  story  of  the  diu[^>e«nBcc 
ct  Theodosia,  dauf^ter  at  Aarun  Burr,  havinft  been  captured  bv 
pirates,"  the  editor,  usually  correct,  itlates  that  there  was  "no  fouiula* 
tion"  (<ir  the  pirate  rtoi^'.  Allow  me,  however,  to  say  that,  oo  the 
contrary,  there  irt  considerable  foundation  for  it,  and  if  you  will  permit 
me,  I  will  state  my  rcawona  for  the  above  opinioo.  The  iSobiU  lteyi»- 
Ur,  of  May  S3,  l)»3.  said: 

The  fate  of  Mn.  Alston,  the  accompliiihed  lady  of  Governor  M^bam 
at  South  Carolina,  and  daughter  o(  Aaron  Burr,  baa  been  shrouded 
in  mystery  for  more  than  Iwraly  years.  Occasionally,  indeed,  kmbc 
f^cam  of  Mf^ht  has  been  thrown  around  her  melancholy  end,  and  the 
bclirf  is  that  iihc-  fell  a  victim  to  piratical  atrocity.  Some  three  ytmn 
ago  it  was  currently  rc|Nirtc(l  that  a  man  residing  in  one  cf  the  inlciitv 
countieN  uf  this  State  made  sonic  discIiMures  on  his  deathbed  i^kA 
went  to  confinii  ihe  ninfnision  pre>-iously  made  by  a  culprit  on  the 
gallows,  that  the  vessel  in  which  Mrs.  .Alston  soileil  was  tcultled  for 
the  sake  of  her  plate  and  effects.  l*he  following  article,  irincfa  we 
copy  from  the  Alabama  Journal,  goes  to  lhn>w  some  addilioaftl  S^tA 
on  the  subject,  'lite  facts  mentioned  in  it  are  new  to  us,  and  wiO  be 
to  most  of  our  readers. 

CONFIBMON    or    A     PlHATK 

The  public  no  doubt  reroerobera  the  stoty  of  the  daughlcr  of  Aana 
Burr,  who  wa*  the  wife  of  Governor  Alston  of  South  Carolias.     On 
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the  reiuni  of  her  father  from  Europe*  aboot  the  jesr  181t»  ahe  em« 
barked  from  Charlettoo,  od  a  visit  to  him  at  New  York,  oo  board  a 
privateer-built  Teuel,  and  was  never  heard  of  afterward.  It  aeema 
that  her  friends  at  first  thou^t  the  vessel  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  pirates,  and  afterwards  concluded  that  it  was  wrecked  and  lost 
It  appears  from  the  statement  of  a  respectable  merchant  of  Mobile 
that  a  man  died  in  that  dty  recently,  who  confessed  on  hia  djing  bed 
that  he  had  been  a  pirate  and  helped  to  destroy  the  vessel,  and  all  the 
crew  and  passengers,  on  which  Mrs.  Alston  had  embarked  for  New 
York.  He  declared,  says  this  gentleman  (who  it  well  known  to  us) 
that  after  the  men  were  all  killed  there  was  an  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  every  pirate  to  take  the  life  of  Mrs.  Alston,  who  had  nol  re- 
sisted them  or  fought  them,  and  therefore  they  drew  lots  who  should 
perform  the  deed,  as  it  had  to  be  done. 

llie  lot  fell  on  this  pirate  who  declares  that  he  effected  hia  object 
by  la\nng  a  (>lank  along  the  edge  of  the  ship  and  made  Mrs.  Alston 
walk  on  the  plank  till  it  tilted  over  with  her.  The  dying  pirate  (says 
our  infonnant)  rt*<(iie!ited  hi.s  ph\*iiician  to  make  this  stoiy  puUic: 
hut  his  sun-iving  family  will  not  permit  that  the  name  of  the  deceased 
should  Im*  known. 

The  alM>ve  talo  was  repeated  over  and  over  by  the  merchant  before 
mentiontxl  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  whose  names  we 
an*  prepared  to  give.  On  being  asked  if  the  physician  was  a  man  of 
venunty,  ho  replitnl  that  there  was  no  man  more  so  in  Mobile.  The 
merchant  wsa  warned  that  his  story  would  get  into  the  newqiapcfa, 
to  which  he  made  no  objection. 

My  father,  the  late  (\)l.  William  L.  Stone,  visited  in  the  Tombs  a 
(»irate  known  as  **Bal)e/*  and  endeavored  to  procure  from  him  a 
statement  that  he  wa.s  the  one  who  captured  the  schooner  in  which 
Mrs.  Alston  had  taken  paAsage.  While  the  pirate  refused  to  make 
any  statement  to  my  father  either  pro  or  con  regarding  it,  the  venr 
fact  that  niy  father  endeavored  to  get  from  him  a  confession  showed 
(v<Tv  strongly)  what  the  general  opinion  was  at  that  time.  My  father 
was  a  very  intimate  friend  of  Aaron  Burr  —  hence  his  efforts  to  ascer- 
tain the  tnith.  ThiHMltisia  was,  indeed,  a  most  lo%*ely  and  cultivated 
woman,  ns  three  or  four  autograph  letters  from  her  to  her  father  (in 
my  |Hi'»seN.>ion)  >how.    These  letters  were  given  to  my  father  by  Burr. 

WlIXIAM  L.  SrCKf  E. 
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Parton  declares  Colonel  Burr's  opinion  was  that 
the  vessel  was  lost  at  sea  (87).  "For  months  the 
agonized  father  could  not  go  upon  the  Battery,  then 
the  chief  promenade  of  the  City  of  New  York,  with- 
out looking  wistfully  down  toward  the  Narrows,  with 
a  secret,  pining  hope  that  even  yet  the  missing  vessel 
might  ap{>ear.  It  was  long  before  he  could  relin- 
quish the  idea  that  some  outward  bound  ship  might 
have  rescued  the  passengers,  and  carried  them  away 
to  a  distant  port,  whence  soon  the  noble  Heart  would 
return  to  bless  her  father's  life.  By-the-by.  some 
idle  talcs  were  started  in  the  newspapers  that  the 
Patriot  had  been  captured  by  pirates,  and  all  on 
board  murdered  except  Theodosia,  who  was  carried 
on  shore  a  captive.  *No.  no,'  said  Burr  to  a  friend 
who  mentiontnl  the  groundless  rumor.  '  she  is  indeed 
dead.  She  [MTished  in  the  miserable  little  pilot-boat 
in  which  she  left  Charleston  ((Icorgclown).  Were 
she  alive,  all  the  prisons  in  the  world  could  not  keep 
her  from  her  father.  When  1  realized  the  truth  <rf 
her  death,  the  world  IxH-aine  a  blank  to  me,  and  life 
had  then  lost  all  its  value.'" 

In  1S7^  a  novel  was  piihlishcd  entitled  "Fernando 
de  I^'nio.s,"  lK>th  "truth  and  ficlion."  written  by 
Charles  (iayarrC-.  the  author  of  "The  Ilistoiy  of 
Ixniisiana"  and  other  well-known  works.  Chapter 
XXVIII  is  headed  "I)oniini()ue  You,  the  Pirate"; 
Chapter  XXIX.  "The  Kale  of  the  Daughter  of 
Aaron  Burr  Revealnl."  This,  so  far  as  careful 
res4'arch  shows,  is  the  first  ap|>earance  of  Theodosia 
in  fiction  (88). 

The  work  Is  out  of  print  and  difficult  to  obtain. 
A  sean-h  for  several  years  failed  to  find  a  copy,  until 
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Colonel  Armand  Hawkins,  of  New  Orieans*  the 
owner  of  one,  kindly  consented  to  spare  it  from  his 
private  library,  and  thus  enabled  the  presentation  ol 
the  quotations  which  follow. 

A  Dr.  Rhineberg  was  called  to  attend  the  pirate, 
who  was  sick,  in  fact  in  a  dying  condition.  A  few 
brief  selections  are  made  from  the  Doctor's  stoiy,  in 
order  to  bring  the  pirate's  character  forcibly  before 
the  reader. 

"'  Dominique  You  was  his  name.  Wrapped  up  in 
a  morning  gown,  he  was  reclining  in  a  large  arm- 
chair with  his  slippered  feet  resting  on  a  stool  covered 
with  a  tiger's  skin.  .  .  .  My  new  patient  had  been 
originally  a  man  of  powerful  make,  but  he  was  now 
attenuated  and  feeble.  .  .  .  His  physiognomy  was 
remarkable  and  not  easily  to  be  forgotten.  It  was 
massive  and  of  the  leonine  style.  It  looked  as  if 
the  monarch  of  the  forest  had  assumed  the  human 
form,  hut  still  retained  something  of  his  primitive 
ty|)e.  A  thick,  bushy  hair,  falling  like  a  shaggy 
mane  over  his  shoulders,  added  to  the  effect.  His 
voice  was  deep-tone<l  and  sounded  like  a  subdued 
roar,  as  it  came  out  of  the  large  cavities  of  his  broad 
chest/' 

'^rhc  pirate  asked  the  Doctor  to  diagnose  his  case, 
which  was  done.  The  verdict  was:  **  You  are  suffer- 
ing from  an  ossification  of  one  of  the  valves  of  the 
heart.  There  remains  nothing  to  do  but  to  try  to 
allt^viate  your  sufrerings."  The  pirate  asked:  **How 
many  (hiys  have  I  to  live?*'  The  Doctor  replied: 
*'  Verv  few." 

Th(*  pirate  from  day  to  day  told  the  story  of  his 
life  to  the  Doctor,     **^^^lat  is  a  crime .^'*  he  asked. 
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The  Doctor  answered:  "Any  wicked  or  atrocious 
act,  I  suppose,  which  is  a  grave  violation  of  a  human 
or  a  divine  law."  "'Setting  aside  divine  law/'  said 
the  pirate,  "for  I  always  give  a  wide  birth  to  reli- 
gious discussions,  I  am,  then,  a  criminal,  according 
to  your  definition,  for  I  certainly  have  violated 
human  laws  even  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  and  yet« 
although  I  believe  in  God  and  in  the  immortality  of 
the  soul,  I  have  no  remorse.  I  assure  you  I  am  as 
calm  and  easy  as  if  I  did  not  stand  guilty  in  the  sight 
of  man." 

At  the  close  of  the  story  of  his  life.  You  said:  ^*On 
the  3d  of  January,  1813,  there  occurred  an  event 
which,  some  years  afterward,  had  consequences 
which  I  have  ever  since  bitterly  regretted,  although 
I  have  become  nothing  but  a  solid  mass  of  stone,  or 
l>one;  and  this  ossification  of  the  heart.  Doctor,  of 
which  I  die,  is  nothing,  perhaps,  but  the  ultimate 
result  of  the  gradual  transformation  I  have  under- 
gone." 

**\Ve  were,"  continued  You,  "in  the  latitude  of 
Cape  Hatteras  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  when 
we  met  a  small  schooner  named  the  Patriot^  whidi 
had  l)ecn  dismantled  by  a  late  storm*  and  which  was 
lH)un(l  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  New 
York.  She  was  a  vessel  famous  for  her  sailing 
qualities.  After  many  successful  privateering  cruises 
against  the  English,  she  was  going  home  loaded  with 
rich  spoils,  and  with  her  guns  stowe<l  below  —  which 
circumstance  made  her  incapable  of  defence.  We 
l>oanled  her.  She  was  c*ommanded  by  an  experi- 
enced captain,  and  had  for  sailing  master  an  old  New 
York  pilot  noted  for  his  skill  and  courage. 
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'"Such  men  could  not  be  allowed  to  live  to  tell 
tales,  and  perhaps  avenge  their  mishap  at  our  hands* 
even  if  sparing  them  had  not  been  eontraiy  to  the 
regulations  of  our  association.  Th^  were  slaugh- 
tered and  thrown  overboard  with  the  rest  of  the 
crew.  After  this  execution  my  men  rushed  down 
below  and  brought  up  to  the  deck  a  woman  of  sur- 
passing beauty,  deadly  pale,  but  showing  no  other 
signs  of  terror.  She  looked  at  us  with  a  sort  of 
serene  haughtiness,  which  was  truly  wonderful. 
She  made  such  an  impression  on  me,  that  I  can 
almost  fancy  her  now  standing  in  this  chamber  pre- 
cisely as  she  stood  on  that  deck. 

*'*\Vho  are  you?'  I  said  to  her. 

'**Theodosia  Burr,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr, 
ex-vice-president  of  the  United  States,  and  wife  of 
Joseph  Alston,  governor  of  South  Carolina.* 

"'"A  grand  conquest,*  exclaimed  one  of  my  men, 
'and  we  shall  have  a  jolly  time  with  her.*  And  he 
advanced  toward  her,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
crew.  She  stepped  back  with  an  offended  look  of 
queenly  dignity.     I  planted  myself  in  front  of  her. 

'''Rack,  my  men '  I  shouted,  'back  at  the  peril  of 
your  lives.  Don't  you  know  better?  Don't  you 
know  that  I  sanction  death,  but  no  outrages  of  the 
kind  you  contemplate.  Death  to  prisoners  is  a 
iiec(\ssity  of  the  war  we  wage.  Every  vessel  we  take 
is  lo  he  scullled,  and  ever}'  soul  on  l>oard  must  perish. 
This  is  our  covenant.  In  that  we  are  justified  on 
the  principle  of  self-defence.  But  what  you  intend 
(loiujr  wouhl  l)e,  not  only  a  mean  and  cowardly  act, 
hut  also  an  atrocious  crime,  l)ecause  useless  for  our 
prott'ction  and  not  an  indispensable  sacrifice  which 


864  THEODOSIA 

we  must  make  to  it.  Death  is  in  the  bond  which  I 
signed,  but  not  rape.     Back,  then,  back!* 

"'They  murmured  and  seemed  to  hesitate.  I  put 
my  hand  on  one  of  the  pistols  which  I  had  in  my 
belt,  and  they  slowly  and  sullenly  retired  to  their 
quarters,  leaving  me  alone  with  the  lady. 

""'Sir,'  she  said,  'I  thank  you;  you  have  more  than 
saved  my  life.' 

""'I  regret,  madam,  that  I  cannot  do  more;  that 
life  is  forfeited.' 

**  *  It  is  well.     When  must  it  be  ?' 

"*Now/ 

***I  am  ready;  the  sooner  done  the  better  for  me 
and  for  yourself,  for  I  am  in  your  way,  and  a  source 
of  peril  to  you.' 

""I  had  the  plank  laid  out.  She  stepped  on  it  and 
descended  into  the  sea  with  graceful  composure,  as 
if  she  had  In'on  alighting  from  a  carriage.  She  sank« 
and  rising  again,  she,  with  an  indescril)able  smile  of 
angelic*  sweetness,  waved  her  hand  to  me  as  if  she 
meant  to  say:  Farewell,  and  thanks  again;  and  then 
sank  forever.  By  the  living  God!  She  must  have 
l)een  a  splendid  creatun*." 

**  Wretch  I"  the  Doctor  exclaime<l  in  a  burst  of 
indignation.  ''How  dare  your  lips  thus  profane  the 
name  of  (  icmI  !  And  how  dare  you  confess  to  me  audi 
horrors!  Were  you  not  tlying,  I  would  have  you 
arrested  and  hung!'* 

** Precisely,  Doctor,  precisely;  but  I  am  dying. 
Pray,  sit  down;  I  am  safe  from  human  justice;  and* 
as  to  your  making  a  scene  here  under  present  cir^ 
cunistan(*es,  it  would  l)e  decidedly  vulgar  and  in 
bad  taste.     If  you  cannot  hang  me,  listen  at  I 
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You  may,  when  I  am  dead,  repeat  the  stxny  for  the 
information  of  whom  it  may  concern/* 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  incorpora- 
tion of  this  incident  in  the  stoiy  had  much  effect  on 
the  public  mind,  or  led  its  readers  to  think  that  the 
confession  of  Dominique  You  was  "truth**  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  acknowledged  "fiction**  of  part  of 
tlie  book. 

In  1879  Mrs.  Stella  Edwards  Pierpont  Drake 
addressed  the  following  communication  to  the  editor 
of  the  Washington  Post,  which  bore  for  headlines: 
''The  Fate  of  Theodosia  Burr.  Another  Addition 
to  the  Reports  Concerning  it.  Remorseful  Pirate 
Sailor's  Alleged  Story.'* 


I  aev  by  the  Chicagi>  Inter-Ocean  of  June  iS,  and  the 
'I*inieN  uf  July  7.  that  the  mystery  connected  with  the  death  of  Theo- 
dcKiia  Burr  Alston  had  been  a^^n  brought  to  public  notice.  Aa  the 
articles  from  these  papers  were  taken  from  the  Post,  I  write  to  jaa 
b<*i*au.se  my  stor}*  corroborates  it. 

In  IKiU),  an  ol<l  man.  who,  years  before,  had  been  a  lailor,  an 
oc(ni|>ant  of  the  Casa  (\)unty  Poorhouae,  Caasopolis,  Michigan,  in 
conversing  with  a  la<ly,  the  wife  of  a  Methodist  minister,  about  hb 
|>ast  life,  filled  with  wrong-<loing  and  crime,  said  that  the  act  which 
(*auHe<l  him  the  most  remorse  was  the  tipping  of  the  plank  on  which 
Mr«.  Alston,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  walked  into  the  ocean. 

Said  he:  **I  was  a  sailor  on  a  pirate  vessel.  We  captured  the  vessel 
in  which  the  lady  was.  When  told  she  must  walk  the  plank  into  the 
iMvun.  she  aske<l  for  a  few  moments  alone,  whidi  was  granted.  She 
caiiir  f(»rwanl  when  told  her  time  had  expired,  dressed  beautifully 
in  white,  the  lovrlit^t  woman  I  ha<l  ever  seen.  Calmly  jihe  stepped 
u\H>n  \\iv  plank.  With  eves  raised  to  the  heavens  and  hands  crossed 
nvt-n^ntly  upon  Imt  Intsom,  she  walke<l  slowly  and  firmly  into  the 
(MTan.  uitlioiit  an  a(>parent  tremor.  Had  I  rrfused  to  perform  my 
work.  UN  !  wInIi  with  nil  my  heart  I  had.  my  death  would  have  been 
.sun*  and  crrtain.*' 

Tlii.s  is  the  testimony  of  an  almost  dying  man,  the  ooofeHion  of 
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the  most  terrible  met  of  his  life.  It  seems  to  me,  when  mn  oM  man* 
bemoaning  his  life,  filled  with  sin,  makes  such  a  coofeiMOD,  witbout 
any  provocation  whatever  than  the  unburdening  of  his  soul  during 
his  preparation  for  another  life  —  for  death  came  soon  after  —  that 
there  must  be  truth  in  his  statement. 

The  lady  to  whom  the  confession  was  ma<le  repeated  to  mr  grand- 
mother, whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Edwanis,  and  who  was  a 
cousin  of  Aaron  Burr,  the  stor}'  as  I  have  told  it,  as  she  had  frequently 
hcanl  her  sj>eak  of  the  myster)'  concerning  the  death  of  Mrs.  Alston. 

Sti:m^  K.  p.  I>iiAKE. 

Stikgis,  St.  Jo.  Cor.VTY,  Mini.,  July  27,  1879. 

The  preceding  appeared  later  in  "The  Tuttle 
Family**  (89)  with  the  heading:  '*Theodosia  Burros 
Fate.  The  Alleged  Confession  of  a  Penitent  old 
Pirate/' 

The  poem  which  follows  was  written  about  1884 
by  Mrs.  A.  E.  W.  Wadsworth,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
She  read  the  pirate's  confession,  if  she  remembers 
correctly,  in  the  Providence,  R.  I.,  Evening  Bulletin. 
It  was  probal)Iy  copied  from  either  the  Chicago  Inter- 
Ocean,  Chicago  Times,  or  the  Washington  Post. 

FATE  OF  THEODOSI.X,  D.vrCillTER  OF  AARON  BURR 

In  vain  she  pleadecl  for  her  life. 
An«l  for  the  n<>l>le  few 
Who  heard  the  pirate  ehief  th«nr  doom 
Shout  to  his  blood-stained  cn*w. 

A  black.  ill-oniene<l  Iwnner  waved 
.\bove  them  where  thev  HtfMMl. 
Each  waiting  for  the  fearful  leap 
Into  the  dee|i  dark  AoinI. 

In  c*alin  deM|»air  she  chkimhI  the  deck. 
And  fainter  p^'w  her  l>n*ath, 
Tntil  u|>on  the  fatal  plank 
She  faced  the  terror  death. 
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One  tbou^t  of  c«ith  and  aO  held  dew, 
A  prayer,  one  momeDt  mote. 
A  plunget  a  cfj,  a  gasptng  ehiiekl 
Oh,  God!  and  all  was  o'er. 

We  ask  why  one  Omnipotent 
Could  not  those  brave  hearts  save. 
And  wonder  why  the  fates  decreed 
For  them  a  seargirt  grave. 

But  we  cannot  the  mystery  sdve, 
(jrod*8  secrets  are  untold. 
Till  in  his  grand  immortal  realm 
He  will  life's  page  unfold. 

AVhen  conjecture,  or  imagination,  is  given  full 
rein,  without  the  restraining  influence  of  knowledge 
of  accepted  facts,  it  often  becomes  absurd.  This  is 
forcibly  shown  by  an  article  from  a  special  corre- 
spondent, published  in  a  New  York  paper  (90). 

Alrxandria,  Va.,  I>ec.  23.  — There  are  a  number  of  gravejards 
clu.Htered  together  in  this  quaint  old  town,  and  the  visitors  to  each 
denominational  hun'ing-fi7oun<i  are  many,  especially  on  Sundays. 
In  the  f)lot  over  whieh  St.  PauFs  Episcopal  Church  has  cootrol, 
then*  is  one  grave,  over  which  there  is  a  flat  stone,  and  on  the  latter 
is  the  following  inscription: 


"Tf)  the  niemon'  of  a  female  stranger  whose  mortal 
temiinatcHl  on  the  14th  clay  of  October,  1S16,  aged  2S  years  and  8 
months. 

l*hi.s  stone  is  placed  here  by  her  disconsolate  husband,  in  whose 
arms  she  sighe<l  her  latest  hrt^ath  and  who  under  God  did  his  utmost 
to  soothe  the  cold,  dri*ad  ear  of  death. 

How  IovihI,  how  valued  once  avails  thee  not. 
To  whom  related,  or  by  whom  begot: 
A  heap  of  dust  alone  remains  of  thee, 
Tis  all  thoti  art.  and  all  the  proud  shall  be. 

To  him  gave  ull  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his  name  who- 
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MM*ver  belicveth  in  him  shall  receiye  remission  of  sins.     Acts,  lOlh 
chapter.  i8d  verse." 

There  is  a  willow  tree  standing  at  the  head  of  the  grave,  and  the 
ivnietery  is  the  favorite  promenade  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  on  a 
Sunday  aftenuM>n,  many  of  whom  lingiT  around  the  grave  of  the 
female  .ntrangtT. 

Visiting  the  cluster  of  cemeteries  on  a  week  day,  and  gmang  in- 
tently on  the  last  resting  place  of  the  strange  female,  an  old  gentle- 
man nanu*d  MonnM*  walked  up  and  said: 

"You  seem  to  l)e  interested  in  the  slab  before  you." 

1  stated  that  1  was. 

"  IK)  vou  know  who  is  buried  there  ?*' 

1  answennl  that  I  di<l  not.  and  he  said:  **That  is  suppotied  to  be 
the  grave  of  lluHMlosia  Burr,  the  only  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  \*ice- 
pr«-si«lent  of  the  I'nited  States,  un<ler  Pn-sident  lliomas  Jrffennn. 
In  the  olden  days  when  Alexandria  was  a  thriving  commercial  dty 
and  its  |Mirt  was  c(*lebrated  for  its  shipping  and  the  number  of  fish 
that  were  land»]  there  from  the  Ch<*sa|M'ake  Bay.  a  gentleman  and 
lady  lM>tli  strangers  —  arrivetl  in  this  city  and  stop|)ed  at  the  City 
ll«itel.  The  man  was  Knglish  to  all  ap|M*arances  and  the  lady  eri- 
drntly  an  American.  She  wax  of  wry  dark  complexion.  Her  face 
was  of  oval  sha|>e  and  she  was  noted  for  her  lM*auty,  but  in  a  few  day* 
after  their  arrival  the  ladv  took  sick.  A  doctor  was  sent  for,  and  at 
wMin  as  he  arrivetl.  the  sup(H)M*<l  luiNlmnd  of  the  huly  placed  a  brace 
of  piiitols  on  a  tahir  and  saiitl  to  the  d«M-ti>r:  *l)o  not  l>e  t<M>  imiuisitiie; 
ask  her  no  (lucstions  alM>ut  her  family  or  connections:  treat  her  for 
her  dis<-ase.  whatever  it  is,  and  mn*  her  if  vou  can.  But  if  vou  ask  aar 
<|Ut*9itions  not  n-lating  to  her  Ixxlily  tnnible.  1  shall  blow  your  head  off.* 

''Whether  this  tlin^at  hiul  anything  to  do  with  the  lady  s  suddta 
taking  off  or  not,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say."  .said  the  strangi*  old  gentlefnan, 
and  continuing  state<l  that  it  was  Hufficient  to  know  that  the  lady  died 
and  was  burietl  Iteneath  that  stone. 

"ITie  man  has  Im'imi  here  si'veral  times  since,  but  whether  he 
the  Uulv's  husband  or  not.  it  is  hanl  for  me  to  sav.  a<i  he  was  a 
tif  few  wonis  and  when  on  his  visits  rarely  spoke  to  anylxMly  or  mingM 
in  MKietv.     The  huslmnd  «if  The<Mlosia  Burr  was  (tovemor  Alston 

m 

<4  SMith  (^antlina.  but  if  it  was  hv  who  u.m*<1  to  visit  the  grave  ol  the 
5#vnale  stranger,  he  thd  not  make  himself  known,  and.  taken 
r,  it  is  a  m}-sterious  case,*'  said  my  informant  in  conclusion. 


HER  SUPPOSED  FATE  889 

A  little  calm  reflection  wUl  show  the  historical  im- 
possibility of  this  article  containing  even  the  sem- 
blance of  truth.  The  ** female  stranger*'  is  said  to 
have  died  on  the  14th  day  of  October*  1816»  aged  2S 
years  and  8  months.  As  Theodosia  was  bom  in 
June,  1783»  she  was  in  her  SOth  year  when  the  Pairial 
sailed  from  Georgetown.  As  Grovemor  Alston  died 
on  September  10,  1816,  he  could  not  possibly  have 
been  present  at  the  deathbed  of  the  **  female  stranger'* 
on  October  16  of  the  same  year.  The  article  is  given 
simply  as  an  illustration  of  a  correspondent's  vagaiy* 
founded  wholly  upon  imagination,  or,  as  b  commonly 
said,  '"a  yarn  made  out  of  whole  cloth." 

In  1894  a  new  version  of  the  "pirate's  stoiy" 
a[)[)eared.  The  New  York  Mail  and  Express,  on 
Fel)ruary  i4,  {)rinted  an  article  entitled  **  Aaron 
Burr's  Daughter."  It  was  not  prepared  for  the 
pa|)er  in  c{uestion,  l>eing  copied  from  a  contemporaiy 
magazine  (91). 

When  Burr  was  tried  in  Richmond  for  treooo,  the  peerlcM  Tliec^ 
dofiia  acc(mipanie<l  him.  bravely  and  proudly  sharing  hit  impriaoo-* 
nu*nt.  encouraging  and  sup})orting  him  in  his  darkest  hours,  and 
l>clieving  implicitly  in  hi.n  innocence  to  the  last.  She  was  equaOj 
devoted  to  her  husl>an<l  and  to  her  only  son.  young  Aaron  Burr  Abtcxi. 
who  clitnl  in  his  eleventh  year,  just  before  his  grandfather's  return  to 
New  York  from  liis  long  exile.  Aaron  Burr  pined  for  his  dau^ter's 
<^>ni|>anionMhip;  she  was  almost  crushed  by  the  death  of  her  darling 
*M»n:  Hi)  it  was  arranged  that  she  should  visit  her  father  in  New  York. 
S}m'  a<*<'onIingly  s<'t  sail  fn>m  Cieorgetown.  S.  C\,  in  the  Patriot,  a  small 
pilot  lM»nt.  on  IK^^mlMT.SO,  1H1«. 

It  was  g«'nerally  sup^Mwed  that  the  Pairici  was  wrecked  off  Cape 
Ilattenis  (iiiniig  a  stonn  which  occurred  soon  after  it  set  sail:  subae- 
(|iient  events,  however,  have  thrown  new  light  on  the  cataslro|^« 
ari<l  the  fate  of  'rh<*<Ml<iHia  Burr  seems  at  last  emerging  from  the  ckNida 
which  have  so  long  wrapt  it  in  obscurity.    A  picture  has  been  found 
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on  the  North  Carolina  coast,  which  there  is  strong  reason  to 

is  a  portrait  of  this  unfortunate  woman;  and  the  story  ooonecled  with 

it  is  romantic  and  intensely  interesting. 

The  late  Dr.  W.  C.  Pool  found  what  is  supposed  to  be  a  poitvait 
of  Mrs.  Alston  at  Nag*s  Head,  N.  C,  in  ISdO.  The  woman  who 
owned  it  told  the  following  story  regarding  it: 

Shortly  after  her  marriage  to  her  fiKt  husband.  Mr.  Tillelt,  one 
winter  morning,  '*when  we  were  fighting  the  English.**  a  pilot  liaat 
was  discovered  near  Kitty  Hawk,  two  miles  below  Nag*s  Head.  The 
boat,  which  had  all  sails  set  and  the  rudder  lashed,  seemed  to  be 
turned  adrift.  Upon  boarding  the  vessel,  the  wreckers  found  it  to 
be  in  good  condition,  hut  entirely  deserted.  There  was  no  agn  d 
blood  or  violence  of  anv  kind  and  a  table  was  set  for  some  meaL  The 
supposition  of  the  wreckers  was  that  the  boat  had  been  bonnled 
by  pirates,  and  all  the  passengers  and  crew  made  to  "walk  the  plank.** 
In  the  cabin,  among  other  things  not  of  great  value,  were  lewfal 
hancisoinc  .silk  dresses,  a  vase  of  bi*autiful  wax  flowers,  with  a  ghua 
covering  and  a  shell  resembling  the  nautilus,  exquisitely  earred. 
Hanging  on  the  wall  uf  the  cabin  was  this  portrait  of  a  beautifiill 
woman,  which,  with  other  things  mentioned,  Mr.  TiUett  reodved 
as  his  share  of  the  .s|>oiLH,  presenting  them  all  to  his  future  wife,  after* 
wards  Mrs.  Mann. 

llie  pilot  boat  to  which  Mrs.  Mann  referred  came  aahofv  two 
miles  below  Nag's  Hea4l,  '*one  winter  morning  when  we  were  figfatiof 
the  Knglish.**  This  must  have  bet*n  during  the  war  of  18K,  ante 
Mrs.  Mann\s  agi*  wouM  pn*clude  her  n*membrance  of  any  other 
war  of  the  I'nited  State's  and  (ireat  Britain,  'llie  Pairiat.  a  anaB 
pilot  boat,  which  was  to  convey  Mrs.  Alston  to  her  father  in  New 
York,  si*t  sail  fnmi  (ff(H>rgetown,  S.  (\.  l)fct*ml)er  SO,  ISW,  and 
never  aftemanls  hcani  of.  In  making  the  voyage,  the  Pairiai 
necessarily  have  |mlsm*<I  the  North  (  an>liiui  roast.  The  sea  at  tUi 
time  was  infeste«l  with  piratt-s.  It  is  not  improbable  that  a  Imnd  cf 
these  IjoM  buccanc<*rs  iMAanlfv]  the  little  vc^ssel  in  the  hope  of 
valuable  1mm >ty,  and  after  compelling  ever^'one  on  boani  to  **' 
the  plank,'*  were  alanned  by  the  su<lden  appearance  of  ■ome  Uailad 
States  cruis4*r  and  fnim  motiv<*s  of  pnulence  abandoned  their  priaa. 

Some  years  afn>  two  criminals,  executes  1  in  Norfolk*  Va.,  ctmi^mti 
having  |iartiri|>atefl  in  the  munler  of  l*heoda«ia  Burr.  Tlicy  pii^ 
fi*sM*d  to  have  l>elongrd  to  a  piratical  cn*w  who  boarded  the  P^ 
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and  compelled  every  soul  on  boud  to  *'walk  the  phnk.**  Two  MikifB» 
one  dying  in  Texas,  and  the  other  in  a  Michigan  poorhouae,  made 
deathbed  confessions  to  the  same  effect  Both  prafeswd  to  remem- 
ber Theodosia  well,  and  the  mendicant  said  he  oould  never  forget 
hrr  face  as  she  begged  for  her  Kfe;  that  it  had  hannted  him  ever  since 
and  given  him  no  mt.  She  told  the  pirates  that  she  was  the  daughter 
(if  Aaron  Burr  and  wife  of  Governor  Alston,  of  South  Carofina,  and 
would  promise  them  pardon  and  a  liberal  reward  if  they  would  spare 
her  life.  But  they  were  relentless,  and  the  waters  hid  her  beautiful 
face  forever.  She  was  the  last  to  step  over  the  ship's  side,  refused  to 
be  blindfolded,  and  met  her  fate  with  a  calm  and  fearless  demeanor. 
It  is  impossible  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  these  confessions,  which  have 
appeared  from  time  to  time  in  print;  I  only  introduce  them  as  col- 
lateral evidence  in  support  of  Mrs.  Mann's  assertions.  In  order  to 
prove  more  fully  that  the  picture  in  his  possession  was  a  fikeness  of 
Aaron  Burr's  daughter.  Dr.  Pool  opened  a  correspondence  with  several 
members  of  the  Burr  and  E<lwards  families,  and  sent  them  photo- 
graphs of  the  [K)rtrait.  Almost  without  exception  they  have  pro- 
nounctnl  it  a  likenos8  of  thitt  unfortunate  lady. 

In  the  following  yeur  the  story  took  an  approved 
poetic  form,  appearing  in  a  New  York  magazine  (9i). 

THE  WRECKER'S  STORY' 

On  December  30,  1812,  Theodosia,  the  beautifuK  accomplished. 
and  <levoted  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  wife  of  Governor  Alston 
c»f  S4)uth  C*an>lina.  Atunnetl  bv  the  ruin  of  her  father  and  the  death 
of  h(T  )><>\\  t(M)k  psAHage  on  the  Patriai.  a  pilot  boat,  to  join  her  father 
in  New  York.  The  vessel  never  came  to  port.  It  is  known  that  a 
st<inii  ragf<l  on  the  Carolina  coast  on  New  Year's  day,  1813,  and  the 
rin-iiiiistantial  evidence  seems  conclusive  that  the  Pairiai  fell  into  the 
haruiH  of  'Mmiikers/*  These  were  wreckers  and  pirates  who  infested 
t!ir  lon^  san(M>ar«  tliat  fence  the  coast  outside  of  Currituck,  Albemarle, 
an<l  Puinli(*o  .Hotin<ls.  and  n*arh  as  far  south  as  Cape  Lookout.  It  was 
tlirir  practice',  on  .stonny  nights,  to  decoy  passing  craft  by  means  of  a 
lantern  swinpng  from  the  ntvk  of  an  old  nag,  which  they  led  up  and 
(loun  the  iM'acli.     Thus  v4*ssc*Ih  were  stranded  on  the  banks  off  Kitty 

-  (  opyrJK'lit.  lHi)5.  hy  the  Crntuiy  Co.    F^om  Tbe  Century  Msgasine,  bj 

IMTHiis-^ion. 
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Hawk  and  Nag*s  Head,  and  plundered,  after  the  c 

hod  been  slain  with  hangers  or  compelled  to  "walk  the  pluik."   Loiv 

after  the  iliMippearancc  of  the  /'atrial,  two  criminals  executed  at  Nw- 

folk,  Virpnia.  ctiiifi>KMil  to  having  had  a  hand  in  the  death  at  TVp- 

dtwia  Burr.     They  wcrp,  thi'v  Maid,  menibt-ra  of  a  gang  of  "baakn^" 

who  wni-ked  and  pillaf^-d  thi-  I'alrial,  forcing  her  people  to  walk  tk 

plank. 

In  rvvcl  anil  carouning 
WV  gave  tin-  Ni'w  Year  bousing. 
With  wrifkajjc  f<ir  our  firing, 
And  rutii  to  heart's  (Icsiring. 
Antiguu  ami  Janwicw, 
Flagon  and  stoup  and  beakiT. 
Full  cuuH  and  a  ranting  choni!!: 
Hani  hrurlH  ftir  the  IhiuI  liefore  us: 
'r<i  hravf  grim  di-attrn  grimat-m 
<>n  dnni]  and  ^taring  fnccH. 
Willi  ilirks  and  hangcnt  hrixtling, 
\V<'  fur  a  gale  went  whiiilling. 

Arronip'invint;  lliis  Ktnn/n  it  a  pidnre  <if  a  rulelr  buih  ranm  «^'i 
a  fin-  hia/inc  in  Die  ojk'ii  lin'pIuiH'.  Gatbrred  about  it  on  ter 
M<Ii-  an-  H  gnMip  "f  mi-n,  drinking  and  taroUMng.  At  the  other  «dr 
in  DIM-  woman  wlm  mi-iiis  tii  1m-  jM-t-ring  into  the  fire. 

Iiili-I  aii'l  M>und  confounding, 
llatli-n>s  roan-d  and  ninilJcil. 
Cnrrilu.-k  lH-av.il  and  (umhIM: 
Anil  th<-  -M-^-giilU  sin-aim-il  like  witches. 
An.l  ^|.r:iwl.-.l  in  ih.-  l.Hny  .litt-hra, 
SlirlhT  ami  n->t  H.-  fluitlf<l. 
Jonun  and  pi|><-  wi-  M-tml.il. 
Fid.ll<T  and  w.-mh  w.-  rontnl. 

"F.t.l t  Ihi-  iiaK!"  wi->liimted; 

For  a  <<nift  in  llx-  ulliii:;  oinigglefl. 
■■\ii»-  fur  a  K)ii|i{N-r  jnirc!'''!: 
N.m  f..r  a  <..ii<l.r  stmu.l.-.i. 
An.t  I.-.I  ill  tl■.-l<N-k.-T^Ian.l.-d!" 
^^ilh  lantcni  cliii-rilv  nirking. 
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Beside  these  lines  b  a  picture  of  a  portioii  of  heach,  with  the 
breakers  dashing  high  on  the  shore.  Oveihead  the  doods  are  black 
as  ink  and  birds  are  flyinff  towards  the  shore. 


T(»iiado  or  pampero. 
To  swamp  the  host  of  Pharaoh; 
To  goad  the  mad  Atkntic* 
And  drive  the  skippers  frantic; 
To  jar  the  deep  with  thunder. 
And  make  the  waste  a  wonder. 
And  plunge  the  coasters  under. 
And  pile  the  banks  with  phmdcr. 
Then  the  wiM  rack  came  sldriing. 
Ragged  and  erased,  and  whiriing 
Sca-8tuff  and  sand  in  breakers. 
Frothing  the  shelvy  acres. 
Over  the  banks  hi^  bounding. 

With  these  liiic^  is  a  piHure  of  the  old  nag  with  a  lantern  tied 
around  her  iu^*k.  Just  a  glimiMe  of  the  water  can  be  seen,  and  in 
the  shadow  is  a  gniup  of  men,  e^ndcntly  the  wreckers. 

On  the  nag*s  head,  we  went  modking, 

lilting  of  tipsy  blisses. 

And  BonnibePs  squandered  kisses. 

Straight  for  that  hell-spark  steering. 

Drove  the  doomed  craft  careering; 

Men  on  her  fore-deck  huddled. 

Sea  in  her  wake  all  cniddled, 

Kittv  Hawk  sheer  before  her. 

And  the  breakers  booming  o*er  ber. 

Till  the  rocks  in  their  lurking  stove  her. 

And  her  riven  spars  went  over. 

And  she  lav  on  her  side  and  shivered. 

And  proancHl  to  he  delivered. 

With  th<^*  lincN  is  a  pictun*  of  the  vessel  as  she  is  being  dashed 
on   \hr  sliort*.     The  waves  are  breaking  over  the  bow.     The  name 
'  Pdtritrt  **  is  on  the*  stem.     In  the  distance  can  be  seen  a  fight 

(iniesome  in  death*s  grimaces: 
And  (iod*s  wrath  overpast  us. 
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With  never  »  bolt  to  blast  us! 

By  the  brunt  of  our  doings  daunted* 

We  crouched  where  the  fore-deck  slanted* 

Scanning  each  other's  faces. 

Graved  with  that  horror*s  traces. 

One,  peering  aft,  wild-staring. 

Points  through  the  torches  flaring: 

** Spook  of  the  stonn,  or  human? 

Angtrl,  or  wraith,  or  woman  ?*' 

Havoc  and  wreck  surx'e^ing. 

Imploring  not,  not  praying. 

Nor  death  nor  life  refusing; 

Stony  and  still  —  accusing! 

Boats  through  the  black  rift  storming. 

Foes  on  her  c|uai1er  swanning, 

I>irk.H  in  the  torchlight  fla^ihing. 

And  the  wickc<l  hangf*rs  slashing; 

Li|)s  that  were  praying  mangled; 

llin>ats  that  were  screaming,  strangled; 

Smls  ill  the  surges  turiibliiig. 

Vainly  for  fcMithold  fumbling: 

Horror  of  staring  faces. 

With  these  hisX  lines  is  a  picture  of  the  Pairiai  aa  ihe  fiea  tanii^t 
t(i  uml  fn>  among  the  HM'ks.  A  small  boat  filled  with  men  is  ftppvoM^ 
ing  her. 

Bla<*k  as  our  hearts  the  creature*8 

V«»?itiin':  her  matchh^ss  featumi 

Whitt*  as  the  deail.     Oh!  wonder 

Of  woman  high  hea%'en  under! 

S)  she  iiiove<l  down  ii|>on  us 

(Though  l>eath  and  the  Fiend  might  ahini  us) 

.\iid  we  iiia«le  |>a.ssage  cowering. 

.\('C«>mpanying  these  lines  is  a  picture  of  a  portion  of  &n 
of  the  i'atnfit.     \  light  is  hanging  in  the  rigging.     Its  raja  Id 
upon  the  fuc-«-  of  'rh(*(Mlc»sia.  a^^  she  ctmfronts  the  wreckcra, 
A.sidi'  funking  n  passiigv*  for  her.     The  faces  of  the 
nwf.  anil  one  of  them  has  his  hand  raised,  aa  though  to 
tii-arfT  Ap[irr»ach. 


! 
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Rigid  and  mule  and  toweling; 
Never  a  frown  the  deigned  as. 
Never  with  ciine  arraigned  us. 
One.  trembling,  dropped  hb  hanger* 
And  swooned  at  the  awful  clangor; 
But  she  passed  on,  unharldng. 
Her  steps  our  doom-strokes  marking. 
Straight  to  the  plank,  and  mounted. 
"One,  two,  three,  four!"  we  counted; 
Till  she  paused,  o'er  the  flood  suspended* 
Poised,  her  Kthe  arms  extended  — 
And  the  storm  stood  still,  and  waited 
For  the  stroke  of  the  Lord  belated. 

John  Willumbon  Pauibb. 

Accompanying  the  last  lines  is  a  picture  of  llieodosia  walking 
the  plank.  She  standi  near  the  end  of  the  plank,  in  a  Mack  (  ?)  dress, 
witli  amis  and  vyvs  raiM^i  to  Heaven.  The  wreckers  are  gathered 
a>K)ut  the  plank  on  the  deck  and  are  watching  her  with  expressions 
of  fear  or  wonder  in  their  eyes. 

Wliile  engaged  upon  his  romance  **  Blennerhas- 
sett;  or.  The  Decrees  of  Fate/*  the  writer,  in  search 
of  information,  corresponded  with  many  persons. 
The  following  is  taken  from  a  private  letter  from  Mr. 
William  L.  Stone,  of  Mount  Vernon,  New  York: 

In  18,57,  on  one  of  my  trips  to  Kurope,  I  had  as  a  fellow  passenger, 
a  (ifK'tor.  who  wa.H  appart^ntly  well  ported.  He  told  me  then  that  it 
wa.s  tliou^ht  that  BnlM\  the  pirate,  had  captured  the  vessel  in  which 
TlwNMlosia  (*ani<*  from  Sotith  (*arolina  to  see  her  father,  and  which 
you  n-mrrnlxT  was  nov«»r  heanl  of  afterwards.  I  saw  "Babe"  in  the 
Tomljs  in  Nt-w  York,  when  I  was  about  two  years  dd.  Anyway,  I 
tr\\v  thi^  to  vou  so  vou  mav  have  all  the  facts  and  rumors  at  rour 
(-oiiiTiiand. 

In  ordrr  to  show  the  growth  of  the  "pirate  story/* 
it  is  nccrssarv  to  indulge  in  some  virtual  repetitions; 
in  fact,  tlir  story  lias  had  as  many  literaiy  colors  as 
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Jacob's  coat  had  visible  ones.  The  magnetic  needle 
always  points  to  the,  so  far,  unreachable  North  Pole. 
and  these  stories,  although  varying  in  phraseology, 
have  but  one  logical  c*oncIusion  to  l^e  drawn  from 
them  —  the  tragic  death  of  Theodosia  at  the  hands 
of  pirates. 

On  June  4,  1895,  the  following  appeared  in  the 
New  York  World  and  the  Philadelphia  Record: 

Klktov,  Ml).,  June  I.  —Tin*  ston'  of  how  Aaroii  Burr*s  onlv 
child.  lx*autiful,  youiif;  Theoilosia,  nu*t  her  clcath  at  the  hands  ci 
ocean  pirati-s  years  a^,  and  how  that  fact  was  only  recently  estab- 
ILshetl  by  the  discovery  of  a  |>ortrait  of  her,  rescued  from  the  scfaonoer 
from  whf*nce  she  w&s  thrown  into  the  .Hi*a,  is  told  in  print  hemrith 
for  the  first  time.  Involving.  a.s  it  <loes,  the  deathbed  confesaiao  of 
one  of  the  pirates  who  drowneti  the  young  woman,  the  tale  aerou 
more  like  fiction  than  verifietl  histor}',  but  then*  are  persons  liviii|t 
hen*al>out.s  who  ha\'e  verifiiN]  it  in  detail,  and  who  will  vouch  for  it» 

WfUnirv. 

TheiMlosia  Hurr,  a  young  woman  of  unu.«iual  mental  attainmentA. 
v,as  murri<*d  tf)  the  son  of  Judgi*  .Mston  of  South  Carolina,  a  rrUtivv 
of  Washington  A  lis  ton.  tlie  celebrated  historical  portrait  painter. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  .\Nton  n^sidi^il  on  their  plantation  nc^r  Chajlestm. 
Wlirn  Aanin  Rurr  t-on  tern  plated  n*tuming  from  the  extended  rist 
he  had  mad«*  to  F^untfH'  after  his  trial,  he  wnite  Mrs.  .\liiton,  to  whon 
he  was  di'vot(*(lly  attnch<*(l.  a.sking  her  to  meet  him  in  \ew  York  uo 
his  arrival  th<'n*.  Mr.  .Mston.  engntssed  with  the  buainev  of  bi« 
plantation,  found  it  impiwsible  to  accom|>any  his  wife.  There  brinf 
no  niilnmds  in  th(»s<*  day^,  ami  Mr.  .Mston  deeming  that  a  aumnier  {}) 
trip  from  rinirh-^ton  to  New  York  by  sea  would  be  lem  irksooie  to 
his  wif«*  than  a  >tagi*  jouniey  hy  land,  chartere<l  a  coaKting  acbooncr 
In  thJN.  Mrs.  AUton  set  «>ut.  She  ttMik  with  her,  ajia  pment  to  her 
father,  a  In^autiful  painting  of  lirrsrlf.  But  she  never  rraehcd  New 
York,  anil  down  to  the  iin>ent  liav  the  fate  of  Aaron  Burr**  tmiw 
child  has  Inh'ti  a  niattiT  of  >)N'<  illation  among  historians,  mmh 
ti'iiflin^  that  till'  vt*NM-l  and  all  on  iMuinl  were  lost  at  sea.  othen 
ing  that  Mrs.  .Mston  fell  into  the  hands  of  .some  of  the  piratca, 
in  tlitHte  da\s.  infi^ti-d  the  Atlantic  const. 
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But  the  mystery  has  al  last  been  cleared  up.  Ita  accw^  ia 
vouched  for  by  the  former  rector  of  Trinity  Kpiieopal  Chuidi,  ED^on* 
a  clergyman  well  knoim  throughout  Biaiyland  and  the  Bfiddle  Statea. 

About  five  years  ago  this  clergyman  was  viating  in  hia  native  Slate* 
North  Carolina,  and  for  several  days  was  the  guest  of  the  widow  of 
Dr.  William  Poole,  near  Elisabeth  City.  Above  the  mantelpieoe  in 
Mn.  Poole's  parlor  was  an  oM-fashioned  painting,  eiquisitely  tauh 
cuted,  of  a  beautiful  young  woman,  dressed  in  white.  It  so  greatly 
interested  the  clergyman  that  he  asked  Bfrs.  Poole  whom  it  was  In- 
tended to  reprenent.    She  then  gave  the  following  story  of  it: 

Kight  years  previously,  she  said.  Dr.  Poole  had  taken  his  family 
to  |>as8  the  Hummer  at  the  little  coast  town  of  Nag's  Head,  N.  C.« 
where  the  United  States  man-of-war  Huron  came  to  grief. 

The  place  is  largely  populated  by  ** bankers"  —  generally  a  rough 
rlnjis  of  men,  who  mainly  earn  a  livelihood  by  picking  up  aD  spedes 
of  floUani  and  jetnam  along  the  coast.  One  of  these  **bankeffa,** 
however,  was  a  very  respectable  and  very  old  fellow  named  Mann. 
Ili.H  wifr  was  suiTering  from  a  complication  of  diseases  and  Dr.  Poole 
t<M»k  f^TVAi  intert*st  in  her  case*.  Under  his  treatment  she  recovered 
an<l.  AS  a  token  of  fi^titude  to  the  Doctor,  presented  him  with  the 
painting  whirh  so  gn^atlv  interested  the  clergyman.  Mrs.  Mann 
Miid  t)iat  her  husband  ha<l  recovered  it  from  a  wreck.  When  quite 
a  voting  rnan  he  wan  walking  along  the  shore  one  morning. 
attention  wan  then  eallinl  to  a  coaitting  schooner  under  full  sail, 
ing  .swiftly  (lt>wri  ii|K>n  the  dangerous  bar,  which,  in  later  days, 
sioned  the  loss  of  the  Huron.  With  other  **bankers**  Mann  put  out 
to  her  assistance. 

'Iliey  iMmnltNi  the  sch<M)ner,  hut  found  that  the  only  living  thing 
aUtanl  was  a  little  hlac*k  and  tan  dog.  Careful  inspection  of  the 
M  [i<N>ner  provtnl  nothing  as  to  her  antecedents.  Even  her  name  was 
not  aseertai liable.  But  one  of  the  cabins  had  evidentlv  been  verv 
rtHf-ntly  o<ci])>i«f|  by  a  woman,  and  in  this  cabin  was  the  painting 
\%\\u\i  Mr>.  Mann  gave  Dr.  l\H>le,  and  which  Mann  appropriated  as 
111-  nfiarf  of  the  salvagt*.     The  .schooner  shortly  afterward  went  to 

Dr.  P(M)le  was  an  enthu.sisMtic  student  of  national  matters.  Re 
ffit  (trtain  that  tlie  pieturt*  had  a  very  valuable  histor}*  and  formed 
a  <«ii^[M(*ion  that  it  might  have  represented  the  mysteriously  lost 
daugliter  of  Aaron    Burr.     He  put  himself  in  communication  with 
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several  historical  societies  on  the  matter,  but  his  theoiy  foand  fittle 
weight,  in  spite  of  a  family  likeness  being  admitted. 

As  the  clerg^nnan  u|>on  whose  authority  this  story  is  given  was  re- 
turning from  a  recent  visit  to  Mrs.  Poole,  while  driving  from  that 
lady*s  house  to  Elizabeth  City  to  take  the  cars  home,  he  met  a  young 
man  whom  he  knew  to  be  vcr}*  bashful  and  much  afraid  of  the  gentler 
sex,  driving  a  strange  woman  in  a  bug^j^*  toward  Mrs.  Poole's  resi- 
dence. In  a  letter  written  to  Mrs.  Poole  shortly  afterward,  he  good- 
naturedly  referred  to  the  incident  and  to  the  young  fellow*8  evident 
embarnuismcn  t . 

This  brought  from  Mrs.  Poole  another  chapter  in  the  story  ol  the 
beautiful  picture,  llie  strange  woman  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Burr  family,  who  resides  in  Detroit,  Mich.  Her  name  has  tempormrily 
escaped  the  clerg^'man's  memory'.  She  had  been  visiting  at  Virginia 
Beach.  Va.,  where  she  had  heard  of  Mrs.  Poole *s  m}'sterious  painting 
from  a  North  Carolina  gentleman.  Her  visit  to  Elizabeth  City  was 
solely  for  the  puq>ose  of  seeing  the  painting,  and  no  sooner  had  she 
set  ey(*ii  cm  it  than  she  offered  Mrs.  Poole  $300  spot  cash  for  the  same, 
bt'sides  any  aclditional  sum  she  might  re<|uire.  Mrs.  Pooie  refuted 
to  |>art  with  the  trt*asure.  She  told  the  visitor  that  there  was  a  strong 
family  likeness  betwe(*n  the  latter  and  the  subject  of  the  picture,  who- 
e\'er  thut  subject  might  have  been;  and  further  informed  her  of  the 
facts.  alrt*a<ly  given  here,  as  to  how  the  painting  came  into  her 
sion. 

llii.H  elicited  from  the  Detroit  woman  another  remarkable 
cenre.  an«l  one  which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  facts, 
provf*s  that  the  painting  is  that  of  Aaron  Burr*s  dau^ter  —  the  one 
destinccl  an  a  pres«*nt  to  her  father  —  and  that  the  unfortunate  young 
woman  wa.H  drowneci  by  pirat€*s.  This,  in  substance,  is  the  Detroit 
woman's  f^ton*: 

With  hfr  mother,  in  Detroit,  formerly  n^sided  her  mother*!  aged 
aunt,  a  humane  woman  who  gave  up  much  time  to  visiting  the  poor 
and  sick.  One  evening,  in  one  of  the  wanis  of  the  Marine  Hoipilnl 
of  that  city,  wan  a  dying  sailor,  who  seeme<]  terribly  startled  aa  tke 
aunt,  in  ^(tmpany  with  others,  approached  his  bedside.  He 
h«*r  to  him.  howe\*er.  and  after  Ix^gging  that  she  alone  of  the 
might  ht*ar  what  he  ha«l  to  say  —  a  re(|uest  which  the  others 
by  retiring  to  the  next  wan!  -  he  stated  that  when  a  young 
had  one  sunmier  lM*en  on  a  pirate  vessel  off  the  \orth  CaroKaa 
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He  went  on  to  say  thmt  he  had  then  helped  to  oferhaul  a  nortti-lKNnid 
coasting  schooner: 

On  the  vessel  was  a  beautiful,  joung.  feminine  passenger,  dressed 
all  in  white.  He  had  assisted  in  dragging  her  from  her  cabin,  in  irfiich 
was  hanging  up  a  painting  of  herself.  While  the  pirates  were  engaged 
in  thfxiwing  the  crew  overboard,  he  noted  that  this  beautiful  young 
lady  |>aced  the  deck,  with  magnificent  courage  and  dignity,  her  hands 
folded  on  her  breast,  her  eyes  raised  to  heaven.  She  made  no  remon- 
strance whatever,  and  he  steadied  the  plank  upon  which  she  walked 
to  the  vesLHel's  side,  thence  to  be  plunged  headlong  into  the  ocean. 
He  wanted  to  take  away  her  picture  and  her  dog  —  a  little  black  and 
tan  fellow  —  but  dreaded  to  touch  either.  After  the  pirates  had 
plundered  the  schooner  of  money  and  other  treasures,  they  aban- 
doned the  vessel,  having  set  it  under  full  sail,  the  dog  aboard.  Tlie 
dying  sailor  said  that  the  young  woman's  sweet  face  had  haunted  him 
throughout  life,  and  his  confession  was  prompted  hy  a  striking  ra- 
Homblanct*  between  her  and  his  elderlv  listener. 

Mrs.  PcM)le\s  visitor  stateil  that  the  sailor's  stoiy  had  been  for 
years  a  current  tradition  of  the  descendants  of  Burr*s  family,  though 
thev  ha<l  hitherto  paid  ven*  little  attention  to  it.  Its  extraordinarr 
(r(>rroLM>nitiun  bv  the  accidental  meeting  of  these  two  women  appears 
to  H4*ttle  forever  the  n*cent  rnvsterv  as  to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Alston. 
The  Detroit  woman  says  that  the  subject  of  the  painting  is  beyond 
doubt  Aaron  Burr*s  daughter  —  a  statement  corroborated  by  other 
pictures  of  that  unfortunate  woman  in  her  possession,  as  also  by  still 
others  belonging  to  the  Alston  family. 

The  '* pirate  storj'"  and  the  "picture  story'*  hav- 
ing luH^oiiie  coinhiiied,  the  discussion  of  the  question, 
from  this  time  forward,  embraced  both  these  elements. 

On  July  i.  1901,  the  late  Alexander  Quarles  Holla- 
day,  LL.l).,  <*<>iitrihiited  his  version  of  the  matter  to 
a  Nrw  York  paper  (93). 

Dr  William  Pool,  who  <lie«l  a  few  years  ago.  a  distinguished  phTsi« 
nail  (if  Kli/alx'th  City.  N.  (\,  wa«i  for  many  years  in  the  habit  of  spoid- 
iii^  soiiir  wi'olvH  of  summer  at  Nag's  Head,  a  surf -bathing  resort  on 
th«'  narrow  stn[>  of  sand  known  as  the  Peninsula,  separating  tha 
^reat  inner  sounds  of  North  Carolina  from  the  Atlantic 
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Near  this  little  summer  village,  thirty  years  ago,  lived  in  sulkn. 
suspicious  seclusion  Mrs.  Tillett,  the  aged  widow  of  Joseph  TiUett. 
who  as  far  back  as  1808  held  a  sort  of  eminence  among  his  fellow 
wreckers  and  fishermen,  and  who  died  before  1850.  It  so  happened 
during  one  of  Dr.  PooFs  sojourns  at  Nag*s  Head  that  his  profeaaonal 
skill  saved  the  life  of  the  granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Tillett,  the  only 
creature  for  whom  her  morose  old  age  seemed  to  feel  strong  affectioii. 
and  from  this  time  the  aged  woman  exhibited  some  feeling  of  gratitiide 
toward  the  generous  doctor,  who  with  each  returning  summer  rr^ 
newed  his  ac(|uaintance,  often  mini.Htering  to  her  wants  and  infirmities. 
At  hist  she  told  him  she  would  not  live  to  see  him  return,  and  thai  she 
wished  to  give  him  the  only  thing  she  possessed  that  he  might  value 
as  a  smxdl  acknowledgment  of  his  long-continued  kindncH  to  her, 
and  to  his  surpri.se  she  placed  in  his  hands  a  well-painted  and  hand- 
some portrait  of  a  high-bred  lady,  of  which  in  answer  to  his  urgent 
inquin*  she  reluctantly  gave  this  account  as  coming  from  her  former 
husband,  Jos4*ph  Tillett.  He  told  her  that  before  their  marriage  (1 
think  in  1810),  ( ?)  early  one  morning,  as  he  and  his  companions  wetr 
launching  their  fishing  boat,  they  bc*came  aware  of  a  schooner  at  a 
considerable  distanrt*  mciving  in  so  |M*culiar  and  irregular  a  manner 
that  in.stead  of  |>ursuing  their  on li nary  fishing  they  put  out  to  sea 
and  easily  (»verhaule<I  the  strange  vess<*l.  lliey  found  her  dcseitcd. 
filiating  at  random,  and  U|M>n  boarding.  ap|>earances  indicated  that 
sudflen  and  unex|M*cte<l  events  had  ven*  recently  cxrurred.  An 
eh'giiritly  e<{uip|>e<l  (*abin  had  ap|»arently  been  ha.stily  rifled  and  aa 
lia.Htily  abandonetl  by  the  plunden'rs,  as  ufMin  the  floor  were  found 
fine  laet's  and  undergiinnenU,  and  drawers  bniken  open  were  not 
tin>ly  emptied.  On  a  hx'ker  was  a  |M»rtrait  in  oil  of  a  beautiful 
Kventhing  went  to  sliow  that  the  cabin  haul  Ix'en  the  temporary  habi- 
tation of  a  Irnly  of  n>finenient  ami  fortune,  who  was  the  only  pi— i  ng^rr 
of  note  on  the  little  ve>s«>l.  Aet^ording  to  the  widow's  statcfncnl, 
Tdlett  told  her  they  knew  something  tragical  hail  occurred,  but  apved 
nc»t  to  talk  alM»ut  what  was  over  ami  cciuld  not  be  remedied,  and  pio- 
eei-fh^tj  to  divide  among  theniM*lves  what  was  left  on  the  ill-fated  tcmcL 
As  part  of  his  shan*.  Tillett  deuiamie<l  and  received  the  pofirait  and 
some  «if  the  laches,  all  of  whirh  he  gave  to  his  bride  of  the  nest  year. 
who  re|»eated  this  ghastly  and  .HUggi*stive  stor>'  to  Dr.  Pool  near  aitr 
vears  later. 

m 

I  >r.  P(M*I  ne^-er  felt  sure  he  had  been  told  the  whole  truth. 
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the  exact  truth  u  f «r  u  the  ttoiy  went,  thouf^  he  did  not  gwpert. 
flo  f  AT  u  I  ever  heard,  that  TiUett  and  hia  oompaniona  were  the  pimtea 
who  fint  wayhud  and  then  ladced  the  tcmcI,  cawa^g  all  on  board  to 
walk  the  phmk,  but  it  aeemed  at  leaat  poaribb  that  TEUett  knew  mote 
than  he  chose  to  tell. 

Dr.  Pool  was  well  acquainted  with  the  mdancholj  tradition  of 
Mrs.  Governor  Alston*8  di8if>pearance  at  thia  time  and  in  this  nci^- 
borhood,  and  took  some  pains  by  such  inquiiy  as  could  be  made  of 
the  few  still  living  who  remembered  her  to  dear  up  the  mjsteij  and 
fix  the  identity  of  the  portrait.  Sudi  evidence  as  he  could  still  collect 
was  probably  short  of  absolute  demonstration,  but  it  was  such  as  to 
make  not  only  Dr.  Pool  but  many  others  believe  the  picture  to  be  a 
veritable  portrait  of  Theodosia  Burr  Alston,  and  the  one  silent  witnem 
left  of  that  ocean  tragedy. 

This  portrait  still  hangs  on  the  walls  of  the  oM  Pool  rasidenee, 
in  Elisabeth  City,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  gentle  people  who  will 
not  refuse  inspection  of  it  to  any  serious  inquirer. 

Alexander  Q.  Holladay,  LL.D. 

New  York,  July  «.  1901. 

In  a  private  letter,  of  date  October  5,  1901,  a 
meinl>er  of  the  Edwards  family  wrote  to  the  author 
of  *'Blonnerhassett":  **I  read  your  *Blennerhassett* 
with  absorbing  interest*  but  frankly  will  say  that 
friend  Parton  should  have  been  given  credit  some- 
whore  for  his  (to  me)  splendid  vindication  of  Burr. 
Toll  me  for  true  if  your  account  of  the  capture  and 
death  of  ThccKiosia  is  a  fact,  or  only  a  part  of  the 
romance.^  Pardon  the  doubt,  but  the  family  tradi- 
tion is  that  slie  was  lost  in  a  storm.  Tliere  is  still 
liviiifT  in  Hin}j:haniton,  New  York,  a  granddaughter 
of  Jonathan  Edwards,  consequently  a  c*ousin  of  Burr. 
Sht»  ronuMiilMTs  him  well  and  has  talked  to  me  about 
liiin.     Uc  (Burr)  did  not  l)elieve  the  pirate  story.** 

"  HlcnntTliassett"  was  published  in  September, 
1901.     It  was  widely  rcvieweil,  and  the 
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tion  given  in  the  newspaper  articles  to  Colonel  Burr 
and  his  daughter  brought  the  question  of  her  fate 
prominently  before  the  [>ublic. 

On  November  25,  1901,  the  Springfield  (Mass.) 
Republican  copied  an  article  from  a  New  York 
pa(>er  entitled  "The  Fate  of  Theodosia  Alston**   (94). 

I'he  talk  of  an  Aanm  Burr  revival  again  arouses  interest  in  the  OBTft- 
teriouH  fate  of  Theodosia,  Buit*m  fair  and  brilliant  dauf^ter.  Hie 
uncertainty  about  her  death  fomis  one  of  those  curious  la|iseii  of  his- 
tory which  are  rich  in  minor,  but  seemingly  lacking  in  authcnticftted 
fact. 

It  is  iiotict*able  that  the  author  of  the  recent  novel.  **  BlennerfaAMctt.** 
in  d4*aling  with  the  fate  of  Theodosia,  drifts  with  the  current  of  popular 
belief,  which  for  many  y(*ars  has  set  strongly  towards  the  theory  that 
the  trag<*<ly  which  |)lays  s<i  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  romanoe  of 
American  Histork-  was  the  work  of  wreckers  —  "  pirates,**  he  calb 
them;  "bankers,**  as  the  C*aniliim  folks  knew  them.  It  is  to  be  noted 
that  **the  foun<lering  of  the  Patriot  in  a  storm  off  Cape  Ilatteraa**  was 
but  the  convenient  conclusion  of  that  time  in  the  absence  of  all  other 
evid<*nc*e.  That  consummation  was  simply  ** taken  for  grmnled** 
and  passed  current  for  nearly  half  a  ct*ntur}',  unchallt*nged  on  the  one 
hand  and  unsupfMirttHl  on  the  other;  there  was  never  a  gliiniDer  cf 
pn»of  b<'hind  it.  The  <Kvasional  sparks  of  actual  disclosure  (fi 
Burr's  despair  to  this  nnnance  of  **Blennerhassctt*')  ha^re 
the  wav  t(»  a  difTen*nt  conclusion. 

We  know  that  Burr  was  warned  by  many  good  people  of  the  Caro- 
lina coast,  «Ieni»*ns  of  the  country  near  the  **lMinks/*  that  the  Pmiriti 
hail  fallen  a  pn*y  to  wr<*<'kers,  the  amphilHous  pirates  of  thoai 
We  know  that  Burr,  with  chani(*teristic  fatalism,  refused  to 
the  omen,  and  that  even  I^arton,  in  the  alisence  of  that  knowledge 
which  has  si  net*  taken  fonn  and  voice  in  a  succession  of  reooitlcd 
f:u>ts,  n*pudiut4*d  the  insi^ti-nt  sXnty  of  certain  newspapers  in  Bilir*a 
tinir  as  **gn>undlcss  and  fanriful.** 

Whfh  Dr.  raliiirr*s  striking  |MM*ni  of  ''llieodosia  Burr.**  mm  we  find 
it  in  the  little  volume  of  Iwilads  and  lyrics  entitled  "For  Charlie** 
Sakf'.**  first  appean**!  in  the  <*entur}'  Magazine,  in  18S5«  it 
cede«i   by   an   explanatory'   note   which   constituted   its  **i 
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Aocording  to  Dr.  Palmer's  oontentioDt  ''the  drcumitential  crfidoioe 
MeiDfl  condiunve  that  the  Pairiai  fell  into  tlie  hands  of  **bankefs.** 
These  were  wreckers  and  pirates  who  infested  the  long  sandj  bars 
that  fence  the  coast  outside  of  Currituck,  Albemarle,  and  Pamlico 
sounds  and  stretch  as  far  south  as  Ci4>e  Lookout  It  was  their  prac- 
tice, on  stormy  nights,  to  decoy  passing  craft  by  means  of  a  lantern 
swinging  from  the  neck  of  an  old  nag,  whidi  they  led  up  and  down 
the  beach.  Thus  vessels  were  stranded  off  Kitty  Hawk  and  Nag*s 
Head,  and  plundered,  after  the  crews  and  passengers  had  been  slain 
with  hangt*n  or  compelled  to  walk  the  plank.** 

I  have  learned  from  Dr.  Palmer  that  the  banding  and  the  treadier- 
ous  and  murderous  practice  of  these  "bankers"  were  well  known 
along  the  coast  from  the  Chesapeake  capes  to  Hatteras,  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  century,  and  that  as  late  as  1847  in  Aocomac  and  North- 
ampton counties,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Viiginia,  two  old  men,  re- 
tired mariners,  were  pointed  out  to  him  as  f<Mmer  "bankers**  and 
wreckcni  (18H-14);  they  were  regarded  askance  and  with  a  certain 
unnei^hlMirly  niysten*. 

\  well-known  and  highly  reH|)ected  ph\'8ician  of  North  Carolina* 
Dr.  P(K)lo,  whosi*  narrative  waA  published,  found  in  a  cabin  near  the 
coa.st  a  w*onian,  old,  ignorant,  and  su|)er9titious,  whom  he  attended  in 
a  pmtracte<I  illni'ss.  She  wa»  the  widow  first  of  one  and  then  of  an- 
other **l>anker.**  On  the  wall  of  her  cabin  hung  an  oil  painting, 
iinframed.  the  W(>ll-<*xecuted  portrait  of  a  lady  whose  resemblance  to 
an  authentic  fMirtrait  of  Theodosia  Burr  impressed  Dr.  Poole  and 
brought  him  again  and  again  to  curious  study  of  it.  To  his  questioo 
"How  did  she  come  by  it  ?**  the  woman  explained  that  when  she  was 
yet  l>nt  n  slip  of  a  girl  and  was  sweethearting  with  a  young  ** banker,** 
he  hrouf^ht  h<>r  that  picture,  a  lady*s  silk  dress,  and  an  ornament  of 
WAX  flowers,  such  as  at  that  time  were  found  in  many  homes  of  "the 
quality'*  as  a  (l<*<*oration  for  the  mantelpiece.  Her  lover  explained 
(and  she  believtHl  his  stor%*)  that  he  had  found  them  on  a  pilot  boat, 
^'ahandoiKil  and  drifting,  not  a  soul  on  boanl,  and  everything  remain- 
ing as  the  fN'opIe  had  left  it.**  His  mates  stripped  the  vessel,  and  he 
had  rhosen  tlieM*  thinpi  as  his  share  to  give  to  her.  **It  was  the  time 
of  the  war  with  the  Kn^lish,*'  she  said.  The  picture  passed  into  the 
|M»sM's>ioii  of  Dr.  P(M>le.  Photographs  of  it  were  submitted  to  the 
H<-nitiiiy  of  surviving  nieml>eni  of  the  Burr  and  Edwards  families,  by 
several  of  whom  it  wvls  identified  as  a  portrait  of  Theodosia.    The 
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ston*,  as  related  by  Dr.  Poole,  who  by  all  who  knew  him  would  he 
a<-ce|)ted  as  a  judicious  and  trustworthy  chronicler,  seems  to  be  a 
striking  reflection  of  the  picture  presented  in  the  poem. 

Many  years  after  the  publication  of  '*  BlennerhaA- 
sett/*  an  article  was  published  in  the  Elizabeth  City 
(North  Carolina)  Economist  of  July  31 »  1888,  and 
came  into  the  [)ossession  of  the  author.  It  was 
headed  **That  Portrait.^ 

On  Thuntday  last  we  had  a  note  from  our  friend  Colonel  SUik, 
of  Norfolk,  who  is  suinmrring  at  Virginia  Beach,  to  introduce  3irL 
Stc'lla  K.  P.  Dnike,  a  n^lativt*  by  descent  of  Theodosia  Burr  Abtoa. 
the  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  whose  mysterious  fate  has  be«n  the 
roniancx*  of  our  earlier  history  and  has  given  rise  to  various  oonjee- 
tun*s  as  to  her  loss  on  the*  voyagi*  fmm  S<iuth  Carolina  to  New  York 
to  nuft  her  father  on  his  rf*tnni  fn>ni  his  exile  in  Kurope,  in  181S.  We 
c*alle<l  on  Mfn.  Drake  at  the  Ailx*marle  I1oum.\  and  found  that  the 
olijtf't  of  her  visit  to  our  town  was  to  asct^rtain  by  p<*rsonal  examinatiao 
whrther  a  |M>rtrait  now  in  possession  of  the  family  of  the  late  Dr. 
I\N>le.  of  Pa.s({U(»tank  Cimnty,  was  really  a  fiainting  of  Theodoaa 
Burr  AUton,  which  had  \n*i*u  ciuiined  and  eommented  on  br  the 
press  of  the  o<iunty  nt  various  tiiiH-s  within  the  last  six  or  eight  yean. 
We  have  Im'imi  familiar  with  that  painting  for  many  yeani,  long  bcfoiv 
it  had  ciiiiK*  into  the  |MMsession  of  Dr.  P<M>le,  and  it  had  been  inddihlT 
inipr<*sMil  u|M>n  our  mem«>rv.  and  we  had  Mup|>osed  that  the  ofiinicfli 
that  it  wiLs  a  |M»rtrait  of  Mrs.  ANton.  that  it  was  eajtt  ashore  mt  Kittr- 
hawk,  in  Januarv.  1S1M,  and  save*!  hv  the  huslmnd  of  Mm.  Mann. 
from  whom  Dr.  PiM>!r  had  ohtaimii  it.  was  not  l>ome  out  hv  the  dates. 
hut  whf'u  wr  saw  Mrs.  Drake  «)n  Thursdav,  we  were  startled  bir 
her  rJoM*  resemblamr  to  the  portrait  in  tpiestion.  'llie  same  t^rpr 
of  female  lM*auty.  tlie  .same  lininett«*  complexion,  the  same  jet  batr. 
the  .same  pien-ing  hiack  eye.  tin*  same  |H*lite  p^^rson.  Tbe 
hlnnci'  was  startling,  and  when  we  n'fltvtcNl  that  remote  kindred 
tions  often  n'prcNiuci*  the  same  face,  we  for  the  firnt  time  doubled  tbe 
<*«irn'<*tnf-s<i  of  our  conclusions.  We  gave  Mrs.  Drake  all  the  infomA* 
ti<in  we  liad  of  the  |><irtralt.  and  such  other  information  ••  niiM 
throw  light  u|M»n  her  pious  mission,  and  we  h*am  that  she  viailed  fht 
family  of  Dr.  Poole,  examined  the  fiainting,  eompared  it  witb  Att 
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engraved  likenesses  of  Theodosia  Burr  in  Davis*  life  of  Biirr»  and 
also  with  that  in  Parton's  Life  of  Burr*  and  from  a  oompariaoii  of 
dates  and  facts  connected  with  the  portrait  in  possession  of  the  familj 
of  Dr.  Poole  and  other  information  furnished,  she  was  convinced  that 
the  portrait  was  in  truth  a  likeness  of  Theodosia  Burr  Alston.  The 
history  of  Mn.  Alston  is  tragic  and  romantic. 

In  the  Boston  Sunday  Journal  of  April  6,  1002, 
there  was  an  article  signed  by  Frank  W.  Lovering. 
The  display  head  read  as  follows:  "Mystery  of 
Theodosia  Burr  Solved.  Mrs.  S.  E.  P.  Drake,  a 
Fourth  Cousin  of  the  Famous  Daughter  of  Aaron 
Burr,  Tells  a  Remarkable  Story  to  the  Sunday  Jour- 
nal.'' In  relating  the  communication,  it  should  be 
remein}>ered  that  Mrs.  S.  E.  P.  Drake  and  the  Mrs. 
Stella  E.  P.  Drake  referred  to  in  the  article  in  the 
Economist  are  the  same  |)orson.  Mrs.  Drake  says  she 
wrote  to  tlie  Washington  Post  in  1878,  hut  her  letter  as 
given  in  '*The  Tuttle  Family'*  is  dated  July  27, 1879. 

It  is  almost  a  centiin*  lon^,  thiii  ston*.  I  belifve  what  I  am  going 
t<»  tell  yoii  vwn  as  I  bcliovr  that  I  ain  alive  this  veiy  moment.  It  is  a 
stor\'  wliich  tiinr  has  made  a  part  of  my  own  life.  It  is  involved* 
f;n*atly  involve* I.  but  it  is  all  ven*  clear  to  me.  Some  of  it  is  tradition; 
some  of  it  is  fart.  btvauM*  I  know  what  I  have  seen;  I  believe  the 
tradition  too;  tnulitions  which  have  been  handed  down  in  my  family 
for  manv  years. 

To  Ix'pn  at  the  ver\-  In^ginning:  When  a  little  girl  my  mother  used 
to  HK'lv  inc  to  s\w\},  telling  me  a  wonderful  tale  of  pirates  and  how 
they  had  eauMHl  Theodosia  Burr  to  walk  the  plank  to  a  fearful  death 
l)eneath  tho  waves  «»f  the  ocean.  Time  and  again  she  told  the  story. 
I  nevtT  tinil  of  it.  Repetition  ma<le  it  almost  real.  My  grandmother 
was  th(«  tirst  to  hear  it.  and  she  told  it  to  mv  mother.  It  came  about 
in  this  wav: 

Dying   Pirate  »  (^onfbbbion 


In  1H,V)  an  old  man.  who  vears  before  had  been  a  sailor,  then 
inmate  nf  the  (\ivi  (\)unty  Poorhouse  at  CastopoKs.  Mich.,  In  con- 
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vcraing  with  a  lady,  Mrs.  Parks,  the  wife  of  a  Methodist  minister, 
about  hifl  past  life,  filled  with  wrong-doing  and  crime,  said  that  the 
a<'t  which  above  all  others  caused  him  the  most  remorse  was  the  tip- 
ping of  the  plank  on  which  Mrs.  Abton,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr. 
walked  into  the  ocean. 

The  tale  of  this  dying  sinner  was  substantially  as  follows:  **I  was 
once  a  sailor  on  a  pirate  vessel.  We  captured  the  ship  on  which  tlus 
ludy,  with  others,  was  going  to  New  York.  When  told  she  must  walk 
the  |>lank,  she  asked  for  a  few  moments  alone,  which  were  granted. 

Fmally  she  was  informed  that  her  time  had  expired,  and  without 
hesitancy  she  came  forn-anl,  dr«*ss(*cl  l)cautifully  in  white,  the  lovdieit 
woman  I  had  ever  seen.  Calmly  she  stepped  upon  the  plank,  and 
with  eyes  raise<]  to  heaven,  and  hands  crossed  re\'erently  over  her  breast, 
she  walked  slowly  and  firmly  into  the  ocean,  without  an  apparent 
tremor.  I  had  no  time  to  really  tip  the  plank,  but  watched  her,  trans- 
fixed at  her  marvelous  beauty,  amazed  at  her  indescribable  fortitude. 

Regretted  The  Act 

Had  I  refused  to  perform  my  allotted  work,  as  I  wish  with  all  mj 
heart  I  had,  my  death  would  have  been  sure  and  certain.** 

lliat  is  the  pirate*s  stor}*.  I  b(*lirve  it,  for  it  is  the  testimony  of  an 
almost  dying  man,  the  confession  of  the  most  terrible  act  of  his  Lfe. 
And  it  sff-ms  to  me  that  when  an  old  man,  bemoaning  his  life,  filled 
to  the  brim  with  .sin,  makes  suc-h  a  confession  without  any  provoca- 
tion whatever  other  than  the  unburdening  of  his  soul  during  his  prrpa- 
ration  for  another  life  —  his  death  came  soon  after  —  there  must  he 
tnith  in  his  statements. 

My  grandmother,  the  granddaughter  c»f  'Ilmothy  Kdwards,  the 
eldest  stm  fif  Jonathan  Kilwanls,  s4-(*ond  President  <if  Princeton  College, 
iMf-ainr  the  wife  of  Junu*s  McKinney  of  Dinghamton.  N.  Y.,  and 
with  him  n'movctl  to  Stiirgis.  Mirh..  in  \HiUl.  In  184S,  having  again 
n'movftl.  this  time  to  (*a.*iso|Milis.  Mich.,  she  iMt^ame  acc^uainted  with 
Mm.  Parks,  as  I  have  aln^aily  d(^*ribed.  Mrs.  Parks,  deeply  in- 
terested in  n*ligious  matters.  s|M*nt  much  time  at  the  Cassopolis  Poor- 
house  distributing  tracts.  Time  introduced  her  to  the  sailor,  whoae 
Htor\'  I  have  repeater]  as  my  mother  told  it  to  me.  and  then  it  was  that 
he  made  tlie  fearful  conf<*>Hion.  Mrs.  Parks  told  the  tale  to  my  grmnd- 
moth«>r.  and  she  to  mv  mother,  anil  from  her  I  fint  heard  it  —  as  n 
crhild  in  the  cradle,  almost. 
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You  cmn  easily  imagine  hofw  the  wdid  tale  affected  me,  I  read 
with  deepest  interest  eveiything  coDcemiiig  the  Bum  I  could  find, 
particularly  about  poor  Theodosia.  Fate  meantime  preacribed  most 
strangely.  I  was  fiving  at  that  time  in  Sluigis*  Ifidi.t  in  my  fatlier*a 
home,  where  many  Chicago  newspapen  came  into  the  house.  Even 
as  to-day.  I  read  the  papen  then  with  deepest  interest,  and  waa  both 
surprified  and  pleased  to  come  across  a  short  artide  coDoeniing  Theo- 
dosia Burr.  It  was  a  review  of  an  address  given  in  1878  by  Col.  J.  H. 
Wheeler  before  the  North  Carolina  Historical  Society,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  made  the  statement  that  he  had  recently  seen  a  portmil 
of  a  painting  owned  by  Dr.  Pool  of  Efiabeth  City,  N.  C,  which  pur* 
ported  to  ref>rrsent  Aaron  Burr*8  dauf^ter. 

lliiii  review  of  the  lecture  described  in  detail  the  finding  of  the 
picture,  and  apparently  threw  so  much  fight  upon  the  case  that  I, 
then  little  more  than  a  girl,  immediately  wrote  the  editor  of  the  Wash* 
ingtcm  Post  a  letter,  in  which  I  related  the  tradition  of  the  pirate, 
<lyiii^  in  a  Michigan  poorhouse.  whose  name  was  Benjamin  Fliankfin 
Htmiick,  commoniy  known,  my  grandmother  said,  as  Old  Frank. 

This  letter  was  printed  the  latter  paH  of  July,  1878.  Shortly  after 
that,  the  New  Orleans  Democrat  took  the  matter  up,  and  consolidated 
tM»th  st(»n(*5i.  From  that  day  I  resolved  that  I  would  see  this  portrait 
of  Theodosiia  Burr. 

Mrh.   Drake  Sees  The  Picture 

It  wa.s  for  me  that  the  first  photographic  reproduction  of  the  pic- 
ture wa.<i  made.  Fn>m  that  photograph,  made  by  a  traveling  artist, 
I  hail  enlar^nl  this  |>icture  (taking  from  a  package  the  photograph 
which  is  n'|)nMlu<'<*d  in  half-tone  in  eonnection  with  this  stoir). 

And  now,  as  well  as  anv  time,  I  will  relate  the  incidents  of  the 
finding  of  the  oripnal,  and  how  I  came  at  last  to  see  it.  My  father 
and  mother  were  ut  Virginia  Bt*ach,  N.  C,  for  the  summer  of  "88,  and 
I  joinefl  them  then'  after  a  visit  in  Ma.i!iarhufietts.  One  dark,  stormy 
day.  wliile  wr  won'  liMikin^  out  on  the  oc<*an  from  the  veranda  of  the 
I*rinr-«'ss  Ann,  I  Nuld: 

*•  Fathrr.  an*  wr  iwar  Na^'s  lleail,  where  Dr.  Pool  found  the  sup- 
po'^iNl  portrait  nf  'JMH^odoHia  Hurrr" 

llr  npli<-«l  h\  sn^^'stin^  that  1  ask  the  hotel  clerk,  who  would 
proliahls  )>«•  ahlc  to  ^ve  me  the  information.  I  did  so,  and  found 
that    .\a^''*>    II«'ad.    when*    the    portrait    waM  found,   and    Elisabeth 
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(;ity.  where  the  Pool  family  lived,  were  only  •  few  miles  down  the 
coast. 

I  then  toUi  the  story  of  the  portrait  and  of  my  desire  to  see  it.  He 
became  interested  and  said  that  an  old  friend  of  Dr.  Pool's — Colonel 
Starke,  a  lawyer  in  Norfolk  —  was  summering  at  the  Princess  Ann, 
and  that  he  would  see  the  Colonel  and  ask  him  to  call  upon  my  father. 
Colonel  Starke  called  the  same  dav,  and  the  result  was  that  the  next  dar 

found  me  cm  mv  wav  to  Elizabeth  Cit\\  with  letters  of  introductioa 

•        •  * 

from  Colonel  Starke  to  the  P(»ol  family,  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Cressr.  the 
editor  of  the  Elizabeth  City  (N.  C.)  Economist,  and  to  the  propriclon 
of  the  Albemarle  House.  r{K>n  arriving  at  my  destination,  mod  al- 
most immediately  after  pn*senting  my  letters  of  credentials,  I  was  cmOcd 
up<m  by  ^fr.  Crra.sy,  the  (alitor,  and  also  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
Albemarle.  Bi^th  men,  with  the  characteristic  hospitality  of  the 
Southern  race,  entered  heartily  into  my  plans  to  see  the  portrait. 

Mr.  Crea.sy  had  much  to  say  of  the  finding  of  the  portrait  by  Mr. 
Pool,  and  after  an  agreeable  talk  of  a  half  hour,  bade  me  adieu,  with 
the  ho|M*  that  I  wouM  be  able  to  |>rove  the  portrait  a  Burr. 

Soon  after,  with  the  proprietor  of  the  Albemarle,  I  started  oo  my 
way  to  E\Tie,  the  plantation  <if  the  Pools. 

Strange  Lvn-moN 

1  need  not  descriln*  the  place.  Hie  original  Pool  numsiaii  had 
iM'cn  bumetl  previously,  and  I  found  the  family  living  in  a  smaller 
dwelling,  with  one  of  thosi*  old-fashioned  hallws\'s  and  hospitahic 
rooms  on  citlier  side.  Passing  into  the  Iioum*  and  having  presented 
my  letter  tif  intnxluction  to  Mi.ss  Pin^I,  <Iaughter  of  the  Doctor,  she 
invite<I  me  into  the  parlor.  .\s  I  tum(*d  tt>  go  thnnigh  the  door*  I  saw 
u|Min  the  IK  all  ul>ove  th<*  mantel|)iect*  a  {Mirtrait  of  a  young  woman  in 
white. 

"That  is  the  picture/*  I  exclaimed.  **1  know  it  is,  because  it  bean 
a  strong  n*s«*n)blan(^*  to  my  .sisterl'* 

Miss  P(M)1  listent-d  in  amazement,  for  she  had  not  yet  pointed  the 
|K>rtrHit  out  to  me.  while  1  n-lat(*d  that  my  sister,  who  is  now  Mn. 
Catherine  1).  llrrlMTt  of  Idaht»  Falls,  la.,  bore  a  striking  resemhlaace 
to  the  pictun*  ulMive  t)ie  mantel.  The  moment  I  looked  Upoa  that 
|N>rtniit  I  felt  ei-rtaln  that  it  was  'IlHtMiosia  Burr.     Why? 

li4*eauM*  of  our  blcMMl  r<*lation.ship.  She  was  my  fourth  cqiiwi» 
and  you  know  it  has  been  proven  more  than  once  that  remote  Idndred 
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generations  often  produce  the  aame  face.  It  does  not  appear  that 
any  other  in  the  Edwards  family  resembled  the  picture  of  Tlieodoaa 
save  my  sister,  although  Mr.  Creasy,  the  editor,  with  whom  I  con- 
versed, said  that  he  noted  a  look  about  the  eyes  and  an  txpnmon 
upon  my  face  at  times  as  I  conversed  that  was  unmistakably  fike  thai 
in  the  picture,  though  he  had  not  seen  it  for  twenty  yeait. 

SiaTKB*8  Stbono  LouDtna 

This  picture  of  my  sister  (handing  the  writer  a  phot<^graph  iriiidi 
is  here  reproduced)  was  posed  in  imitation  of  Theodosia  some  years 
ago.  I>o  you  note  the  striking  resemblance?  Isn*t  it  remarkable? 
Do  you  see  any  reason  why  I  should  disbelieve  that  the  original  pic- 
ture is  really  of  Theodosia  Burr  ?  Of  course,  I  have  no  other  evidoice 
to  convince  me  save  that  of  the  law  of  consanguinity,  but  to  me  thai 
is  amply  Huffictent. 

The  portrait  of  Theodosia  is  on  wood,  beautifully  executed,  and 
quite  c\n(lently  by  a  master.  It  shows  her  in  a  white  empire  gown  — > 
Huch  a  f^>wn.  undeniably,  as  a  woman  of  llieodosia's  cast  would  wear 
—  an<l  with  her  hair  dressed  in  a  style  most  common  a  hundred  years 
af^>.  Tho  portrait  may  be  19  by  18  inches  square.  As  the  photograph 
kIiows,  it  had  btH^n  damaged  by  fire  at  the  time  I  saw  it  —  by  the  fire 
which  drst roved  the  mansion  of  the  Pools  at  Evrie. 

However,  I  find  myself  diverging.  Let  us  go  iMck  to  my  firsl 
meeting  with  the  |>ortrait.  After  I  had  recovered  myself,  I  turned 
to  Mi.v4  Pool  and  relattnl  in  detail  the  story  I  have  UAd  you  of  the 
dy infi^  pirate  in  the  Michigan  poorhouse.  She  listened  with  growing 
wondrr  to  the  end.  Then  she  said:  **  Let  me  tell  you  now  my  stoty 
of  how  that  portrait  ranic  into  my  possession.**  And  then  she  told 
me  a  most  extraordinary  tale  —  but  I  believe  it 

Paintixo   Found  Is  A  Wrbck 

"My  father  waj*  W.  (i.  Pool,  a  ph\*sician,*'  Miss  Pool  said.  "In 
the  course  «)f  his  career,  he  was  called,  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago 
(in  IS(>.S  or  ]S7()\  to  visit,  in  his  professional  capacity,  a  family  near 
uhat  is  known  ns  .\a£[\s  H(*ad.  or  Kittyhawk,  not  far  from  Eliiabeth 
City,  on  ('a|M'  Ilattera^s.  Then  a  small  child,  I  went  with  him.  Tlie 
woinHii.  a  Mrs.  Mann,  was  very  sick.  She  had  no  faith  in  doctoi* 
and  did  not  iM-iieve  that  father  could  do  her  any  good,  though  she  had 
consente<l  to  rail  him.     When  he  and  I  entered  the  little  house  for  the 
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first  time,  I  wu  struck  by  a  picture  of  a  beautiful  young  woman  hang^ 
ing  on  the  wall.  For  moments  at  a  time  I  stared  at  the  portrait,  say- 
ing again  and  again  that  it  was  the  most  beautiful  picture  I  had 


**  \Mienever  father  went  to  attend  the  sick  woman,  I  beggcti  to  be 
taken  along  that  I  might  gaze  at  the  portrait,  and  many  timca  my 
wish  was  granted.  At  last,  father  tried  to  buy  the  picture,  but  the 
woman  refased  to  sell  it  at  any  price.  She  told,  however,  a  startling 
ston'.  Years  before,  she  said,  she  had  been  wooed  by  a  jfoutli  who 
was  a  fisherman. 

A    LOTER*B    GiFTB 

**One  day  he  brought  her  a  number  of  gifts  among  which  waa  the 
portrait.  There  were  also  two  silk  dresses,  one  black  and  the  other 
white,  and  a  lace  head  covering,  such  as  Southern  women  wear.  The 
dresses  were  made  of  beautiful  material  —  of  such  material  as  Theo- 
(loitia  Burr  would  certainly  affect,  llie  woman,  who  suboequcntly 
b(H*anie  Nf  rs.  Mann,  asked  her  lover  where  he  obtained  the  presents. 
an<l  he  n'|>lied  that  he  found  them  on  a  vessel  which  he  and  other 
fisheniien  had  boanled. 

**'i'hcse  men  were  believed  to  be  *  bankers/  a  rou^  dasa  d  men 
who  eum  a  livelihocMl  by  picking  u|i  all  s|)ecies  of  flotsam  and  jt 
along  the  coast,  it  is  said  that  they  usevl  to  lure  shi|>s  U|>OD  the 
f(ir  I  lie  sake  of  plundering  them,  by  tying  a  string  of  lanterns  about  a 
h(»rs4>*s  head  at  night,  and  causing  the  animal  to  walk  up  and  down 
the  Ix'ueh.  The  sailors,  sci*ing  the  bobbing  lights,  would  frequently 
make  for  the  shore,  their  craft  would  run  aground,  and  opportunity 
for  plundering  was  thus  easily  presented.** 

StRASOE    rXMANNED    CrAFT    ;\aHOBE 

(*ontinuing,  however.  Miss  Pool  said:  **Mrs.  Mann's  lover  recited 
to  her  how  that  nioniing.  just  at  dawn,  he  and  his  companiona  had 
d<*s<'rie<I  a  small  |)ilot  iMMt  driving  straight  towards  Nag*a  Hcnd. 
witli  rudder  m*t  and  all  sails  drawing.  Not  a  S4>ul  was  visible  on  the 
craft,  and  after  she  struek,  the  men  iMiarded  her.  Carrful  inspection 
n*veale<]  nothing  as  to  her  identity.  Abandoned,  she  had  headed  for 
('a|M*  Hatteras  in  the  height  of  a  terrible  gale.  One  of  the  cabins  had 
evidently  br«*n  recently  occupied  by  a  woman,  and  in  that  cabin  wm 
this  |M»rtraJt  and  the  articles  of  feminine  wearing  apparel.     Hicae  Iha 
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lover  appropriated  u  hU  ahare  of  the  tahrage*  and  alterwawb  prwantod 
them  to  his  sweetheart" 

Miss  Pool  doubted  mj  stoiy  of  the  pimtei  at  ffanst  I  reaaoned 
with  her  for  some  time,  usiiig  the  facts  she  had  told  me  to  streogthcn 
my  case. 

*'  But;*  she  said,  '*  when  pirates  board  a  vessei,  do  tfaej  not  scottk  it 
and  set  it  afire?** 

**That  may  be  true/'  I  replied,  *'bttt  there  are  many  ways  one  may 
look  at  this  matter.  Remember  that  aD  this  occiurred  in  the  days  of 
the  second  war  with  England,  and  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that 
an  English,  or  even  an  American  man-o'-war  may  have  run  across 
the  track  of  the  little  vessel,  and  compelled  the  pirates  to  flee  for  their 
lives.**  In  the  end  I  think  I  convinced  BCsa  Pool  that  my  phase  of 
the  question  might  be  true. 

PoRTRiOT  Still  Eznm 

And  this  i.s  about  all  there  is  to  the  story.  The  supposed  portrait 
t>f  Thi'oclosia  Burr  is  now  owned  by  Dr.  Pool*8  daughter,  who  is  Mrs. 
(>v(*rman  of  Klizabeth  City.  The  picture  finally  came  into  Dr.  Pool*s 
{MMM'ssion  tLs  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Mann,  who  presented  it  to  him  because 
he  ha<l  instilliHl  in  her  a  real  faith  in  the  power  of  physicians  to  heal 
the  sick. 

Then*  i.s  no  iUnihi  that  Theodosia  Burr  set  sail  from  Charlestoo 
for  New  York  to  meet  her  father,  but  whether  she  took  with  her  a 
|K)rtrait  a»  a  gift  is  to  a  certain  degree  conjecture.  In  view  of  the 
extraoniinan*  facts  c*onceming  this  picture,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Over- 
man. 1  am  (vrtain  that  she  did.  In  view  of  the  facts  cooceraing  the 
<l(*ath)MNl  confession  of  the  pirate,  I  am  equally  certain  that  she  met 
her  death  at  tlit*  hands  <if  a  lawless  l>and,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
In  view  of  the  |H>ssil>ilities  ofTered  by  the  presence  of  warships  in  the 
waters  near  (*u)m*  Hatteras,  at  that  time,  there  is  ample  reason  to  be- 
lirv(>  that  the  pirates  were  frightened  away  before  they  had  a  chance 
ti»  ^<ii!tle  the  Patriiii,  and  that  it  subsecjuently  came  ashore  with 
th«>^e  thiri^^  in  the  enhin  which  Mrs.  Mann's  youthful  lover  found  and 
pre^riitisl  to  her. 

'In  my  min<l.  evervthin^  dovetails  in  to  a  nicety,  settling  without 
f{uestion  the  manner  in  which  fair  Theodosia  met  her  fate.  She  died 
at  the  hand-^  of  Iawl<*^s  men  near  Cape  llattcras  —  times  before  and 
Mni-e  the  ^rave  of  thi*  fearless  and  gallant  — with  the  wild  foam  of 
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the  Atlantic  for  her  winding-sheet  and  the  fierce  north  wind  for  her 
requiem. 

Mrs.  Drake's  ''pirate  story"  was  published  on 
April  6,  190!2.  It  was  widely  copied.  Among  the 
newspapers  giving  it  publicity  were  the  Augusta  (Me.) 
Journal;  the  Tilton  (N.  II.)  Enterprise  on  May  5; 
the  Gardiner  (Me.)  Inde[^ndence  on  May  10;  the 
Philadelphia  Press  on  July  20;  the  Boston  Sunday 
Post  on  September  14;  the  New  York  Sun  on  Sep- 
tember 15;  the  Bangor  (Me.)  Commercial  on  Septem- 
ber 16;  the  Wilkesbarre  (Pa.)  News  on  September 
21;  the  Portsmouth  (N.  II.)  Times,  October  15; 
the  Lebanon  (Pa.)  Times  on  October  16;  the  Fall 
River  (Mass.)  Herald,  October  20;  the  El  Paso 
(Texas)  Herald  on  Noveml>er  1;  the  New  York 
Journal  on  November  2;  the  Salt  Lake  City  (Utah) 
Herald,  November  2;  the  Southbridge  (Mass.)  Press, 
November  15;  the  Freeland  (Penn.)  Tribune,  Novem- 
ber 19;  and  the  Knoxville  (Tenn.)  Tribune,  April  29» 
1903;  on  November  9  the  New  York  Joumal-Amer* 
ican  printed  an  article  containing  portraits  of  Mrs. 
Drake,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Miller,  of  Salt  I^ake  City,  two  of 
Mrs.  Drake's  sisters,  Ix^sides  one  of  Theodosia.  In 
this  article  Mrs.  Drake's  story  was  put  into  a  new 
form  containing  the  essential  [)articulars.  On  No- 
vcuiIrt  10  Mrs.  Drake's  version  appeared  again  in 
the  Salt  I^ike  City  Herald. 

On  July  13,  *1902,  the  Houston  (Texas)  Port 
printed  the  *' pirate  storj'"  [)reviously  given,  which 
ap[)eareil  originally  in  the  .Vlabama  Journal,  then  in 
the  Mobile  Register,  and  later  in  the  New  York  Sun. 

The  **piratr  stciry"  was  not  allowed  to  go  unchal- 
lenged, although  it  really  could  not  be  contradicted. 
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An  aged  member  of  the  Alston  family,  a  resident  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  New  York  Times  Satur- 
day Review  of  May  81, 1902,  gave  what  he  considered 
to  be  "The  True  Story  of  her  Death  at  Sea,'*  refer- 
ring,  of  course,  to  Theodosia. 

Your  most  valuable  and  intereitiiig  paper  from  time  to  time  pawed 
in  review  the  above  named.  Will  jrou  allow  the  writer  to  aet  the  storf 
at  re^t,  for  all  time,  by  sending  you  a  true  aooount  of  the  tragic  fate 
of  this  lovely  and  accomplished  woman  ? 

Soon  after  the  war  of  1812  there  were  almost  yearly  aocounts  cf  her 
sad  end,  and  naturally  most  distressing  to  the  family  in  Carolina  and 
to  her  father  and  many  friends  in  New  York.  Pirates  when  about  to  ex* 
plate  thnr  fearful  crimes  at  the  "yard  arm*'  made  full  and  free  oonfea- 
.Hion.s  of  having  been  present  when  this  beautiful  woman  was  made  to 
**  walk  the  plank  **  fnun  more  than  one  piratical  craft.  Many  years  have 
now  ('lapstfl,  and  tht'se  Hcn.Hational  acixiunts  have  well-nigh  been  ex- 
haiisti*(l.  an<l  the  **|M)rtrait8**of  her  have  been  discussed  in  your  Re%'iew. 

'riu>s<»  interested  in  her  will  n'a*!  with  much  pleasure  the  corre- 
spoTKlrnce  lM*tw(*en  Aaron  Burr  and  his  daughter  after  her  marriage 
to  JoH<'pli  Alston  of  South  Cantlina.  Her  letters  were  from  Hagley 
an<l  the  Oaks,  nce  |>lantationA  of  tht*irs,  on  the  Waccamaw  River, 
Sxith  Carolina,  and  from  the  old  AJfiton  residence  on  King  Street^ 
(*harl(*Mton.  Thin  volume  is,  of  counie,  out  of  print,  but  may  possibly 
Ih*  found  in  some  private  library'  in  New  York,  as  those  at  the  South 
were  mostly  hiinief)  during  the  un-civil  war.  Those  letters  would  of 
n>!irse  only  Ih*  of  intcn^st  to  those  who  would  appreciate  her  home  life 
iit  the  South.  I'he  devotion  which  existed  l>etween  father  and  daughter 
uas  wry  ^nmt;  he  had  spared  no  pains  on  her  education  and  was 
|irou<l  of  her  intelligence  and  many  fine  traits,  and  she  had  returned 
the  same  with,  as  will  Ik»  set»n,  her  undoing  love.  The  summer  home 
of  tlie  AI>tnns  was  on  I)elM>nlieu  Island,  on  the  coast,  some  100  miles 
n'>rth  of  Charleston.  The  old  house  is  still  standing,  and,  having 
\\itlist(MMl  the  st<»rnis  t>f  a  centur}'.  U  occupied  in  the  summer  months 
liv  a  nie<-e  of  (io\ernor  .Vlston.  Here,  during  the  war  of  ISW,  Theo- 
<io«ia  l<^st  her  onl\  son.  a  most  promising  boy,  twelve  years  of  age, 
ami  the  idol  of  his  panMits.  The  blow  was  a  crushing  one,  and  on  the 
return  of  (tovernor  .Vlston *s  younger  brother  from  Yale  College,  as 
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Mion  M  hr  rntemi  hrr  darkrneci  rhaniber,  »he  rxrlAiniMl.  "  Have  *«■ 

■ 

!«ct*n  mv  father  ?**  'Hir  writer  onlv  nientioiM  this  fta  an  rikfeat^  aI  k« 
grrat  love  for  him.  Her  one  destire  now  wa»  to  go  to  him  in  Ncv  Yoci. 
Bv  the  lawH  of  ('an>lina.  at  the  period  I  write  fi#.  no  Gorrfwor 
c^itild  Irave  the  State  diirin|;  hi<i  <iflinal  lemi.  but  apart  from  Ihn  ikr 
e\i«tini*  war  riiiii{M-IIf«]  him  to  remain,  even  if  %uch  a  law  had  mtA 
exi^tiil.  A  Iniii;  jiiiimry  l»y  land,  m'hieh  at  thi<i  peri  ml  would  ctmrnuar 
H«*<*k^.  and  in  hrr  pn-ni-nt  framr  iif  mind  wan  out  1/  the  i|ur»tion:  m 
a  pilnt  \hvh\  wai  titt«f|  nut  fur  hrr.  th«iii(;h  thin.  tiMi.  was  attetidcd  «-tk 
frn-ut  inrntiVfiiiiMKv  iind  flani*«'r.  an  thi-  Hritinh  fleet  wan  then  Iv.qc 
off  thr  "f-;i|M*<».**  Tlir  lnuit  wan  deenini  smi^  and  Mvworthy.  and  fcr 
halla^t  farrii-ii  tient'Hof  riiv  t«>  d<*fray  e\|ienM^  in  New  Yi«4.  and  *« 
till'  lirart  hriiki-n  ini>thfT.  ai*tt»ni|Miniei|  hy  M*%-eraJ  of  her  «lrTolni  we- 
vaiili.  who  n*fii«fi|  to  Im*  Irft  U'hind.  ^aileil  awav  focvrer  frua  hrr 

m 

Stiiilhrni  hiiiiie.  U-litviii  U\  all  whi»  knrm-  her.  'Ilie  ra|Btaia  of  tHr 
\i'^M-I  farniil  with  hi  in  a  Irttrr  from  (iovemor  AUton  to  the  Bnt»4 
Ailiiiind.  ri'i|iir«tiii|»  iinih*r  the  i-irt*um«tanc^e!«  a  <«afe  permit  thnxic^ 
thf  Mii-t  til  Nrw  Viirk  Thr  mm -arrival  «if  the  vewel  wa»,  </  cnurw. 
a  ^ri'at  Hiiiint*  of  an\ii'l\.  wliirh  lit^ame  more  intm«e  an  wreka  aahl 
iiiiintho  pa^Mtl.  Iiiil  fur  l«»ni«  anil  wrank  months  all  hofae  IimI  doC  ei- 
|iirit|  Thr  war  wa.^  11  iw  iivi*r.  <iovrnior  AUton  had  dieil.  and  ao 
truthful  iiitfll  ;*i*Ti<i'  had  Ihi^m  nif*i\i^l  iff  the  |Mlot  boat  or  TheodtMa 
till  (ii'niT.d  'rhiitrui<«  l*inf-kni'\.  a  ni*ar  iiinnerlion  of  the  familv  la 
Cari'IiiH.  uii-l  at  a  liinnfT  |>ar1y  in  I^urnhm  the  Ailmiral  cil  Ihr 
airi-ai!\  allii>|i'«l  tn.  wlm  Hlatf*!!  In  him  "that  the  Irtter  <i#  (m 
AUt'iti  had  iM-fti  ri-ii'i\«il  and  n-aij  hy  him  and  the  rrt]ur<«t  praaptlf 
^r:ii«ti^|.  fiiit  that  a  \i*r\  \inirnt  «tnnn  hail  ari«rii  dunn|p  the  nrf^ 
nn«t  thi-  tl<«  t  \%.i«  M-attrnil.  an^l  iiiiiil>ll«-%«  thr  pdot  luial  antl  all  *m 
Uiiinl  Urn-  I<ih!  "  ThiH  »&«  thr  lir^t  nliahlr  infomiaticA  wh.^^ 
had  U-v-ti  nivivi^l.  and  thr  faiiid\  aii^'pli^I  it  a«  alkMjutely  tnar 
!^>ri;*  \i-:ir^  hati-  tmw  r|.i|i%«*ii.  ntii{  nuthmtT  nmnr  wasi  heard  <tf  thr 
ill  fad^l  %i-«>*f|  <ka%f  thr  iif-w«pa|Mr  fnhnfalKm  allinlc^l  to,  whra  la 
|s7s  ihr  fiilliiMiii^  !•  tirr  wa^  n-1-1  )%•-•!  h\  Mrt  W  II  P..  who  la- 
htnti<i!  tlir  iil<!  rr^iilriif^-  liti  Kill;;  Sin"!-!,  i  harlr^ton.  alrrailT 
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Burr  in  New  York  and  dtewhere,  who  «0  lee  in  it  •  itRNig  rwwmhlinf*, 
but  ai  none  living  there  reooUecl  to  hate  ever  aem  Theodoria,  Ihqr 
cannot  say  positively  if  it  b  of  her.  We  are  fortunale  and  happjr  to 
have  found  in  you  one  who  knew  Bfia.  Abton  and  who  now  haa  a 
vivid  recollection  of  her  appearance.  Be  ao  good»  after  eudvlfy 
examining  it,  to  give  me  your  impreMOO  and  viewa.  The  history  oif 
this  painting  makes  it  almost  certain  that  it  b  of  Theodosia.  The 
wife  of  Wheeler,  the  historian,  of  North  Carolina,  the  daoghter  of 
the  painter  Sully,  pronounced  it  to  be  dearly  of  her,  as  do  also  other 
artists  who  have  seen  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

•  %9»  JrOOLk 

Mrb.  W.  B.  p. 

Tlien  the  following  account  of  the  portrait  is  given: 

THBODOaiA    BURH 

This  lady  tcmk  passage  on  the  schooner  Pairici^  whidi  crossed  the 
(Charleston  bar  ( ?)  IX*ceinber  81,  \%\'i.  Tntil  the  last  moments  of  hb 
lift*,  the  husl>and  was  racked  with  the  belief  that  the  vessel  had  been 
(*a|>tiired  by  piratesi.  .  .  .  The  authority  of  the  present  clue  is  a 
p'litlcnian  of  culture  and  fortune.  Among  a  valuable  collection  of 
paintings  in  hi.s  private  gallery  is  an  original  Theodosia  Burr  Abton, 
the  |M>sM*ssion  of  which  came  about  as  follows:  Near  Kitty  Hawk* 
cm  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  —  now  so  sadly  known  as  the  scene  of 
the  loss  of  tlie  Huron  and  the  Metropolis  in  the  winter  of  1877-78  — 
lived  an  agt*d  and  weather-beaten  pilot,  who,  taken  sick,  sent  for  a 
p}i\^i(*iun.  and  as  the  doctor  had  been  successful  in  his  treatment  and 
wa«i  alMMjt  to  leave  his  fmtient,  the  latter  said  he  '*had  no  money,  but 
would  n»ni|>ensate  him  for  his  trouble  when  was  able  to  work.**  The 
fi<Ktor  n^niarked  that  there  was  something  of  his  whidi  he  would  like 
tf>  have.  unl(*ss  it  had  some  association  which  would  render  parting 
from  it  a  sa(Tifif*<\  an<l  |M»inted  to  the  portrait  of  a  beautiful  woman 
on  tli«>  wall.  The  pilot  did  not  value  the  picture,  nor  did  he  know 
ulio  it  was.  The  physician  asked  how  he  came  into  possession  of  it, 
and  was  told  that  years  ap).  on  a  night  in  January,  1813.  after  a  storm 
of  ^ueli  forfv  as  wan  not  n*nienibemi  by  the  oldest  people  then  living 
on  tlir  e<uist.  .several  v(*H*i4*ls  were  thrown  ashore,  and  when  the  weather 
went  down.  m>  that  he  (x>uld  hea<l  the  breakers,  he  pulled  off  to  one  of 
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the  vessels,  a  little  schooner.  Everything  had  been  swept  frain  her; 
books  were  scattered  about,  and  in  his  search  for  some  recoida  of  the 
vessel's  destination,  crew,  and  passengers,  he  came  ■rmi  a  art  d 
silver  and  that  picture,  and  brought  them  awaj.  A  gentkman 
ing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kitty  Hawk,  during  a  second  visit  to 
ington,  happi*ned  to  hear  a  conversation  about  Aaroo  Burr  —  to 
confirm  the  remark  of  Theodosia  s  beauty,  a  picture  of  the  lady  was 
produced.  After  his  return  to  North  Carolina  he  was  visiting  an  old 
friend  who  was  struck  with  the  resemblance  of  a  portrait  bangiiig 
before  him  and  the  picture  he  had  seen  of  Theodosia  in  Washington. 
The  writer  in  concluding  an  article  already  too  lengthy  will  onhr 
add  that  the  British  Admiral *.h  statement  of  his  having  passed  the 
iKMit  through  his  fleet  and  the  violent  gale  which  followed  the 
night  prove  most  conclusively  that  the  boat  was  lost,  and  it  ia  simph 
absurd  to  attach  any  importance  to  the  "pirate  story**  in  a  fierce  stonn 
and  in  the  mid.st  of  the  British  fleet.  The  boat  may  or  may  not  haw 
been  cast  ashore.  'Ilie  portrait  may  or  may  not  have  been  thai  of 
HiecMlosia.  The  lady  written  to,  with  the  hope  of  its  being  recqgniacd. 
was  a  near  and  ven-  dear  relative  of  the  writer,  and  was  the  yonngeil 
sister  of  (lovemor  Joseph  Alstcm,  but  was  a  little  girl  when  Tlieodoaa 
sail<*d  from  ('harleston,  and  could  not  therefore  trace  in  the  photo 
S4'nt  h(T  any  res<*niblanre.  (>f  course  the  sailing  of  the  Pdtfiot  on  the 
.Slst  of  I>e(*emlMT.  1KW,  and  the  date  given  by  the  old  aenman  in 
Januan',  1K1.S.  when  he  boanli*d  the  wreck,  are  worthy  of  credit, 
hnd  the  name  in  the  books,  or  even  the  letters  on  the  silver,  been 
MTV'til,  tin*  wreck  of  this  f>articular  vessel  would  have  been  estnhliihtd. 
1)11 1  the  writer  rather  inrlines  to  the  o|>inion  of  the  British  AdminL 
that  the  little  Ixiat,  heavily  laden,  ha«l  gvine  to  the  bottom  with  al 
alxtanl.  (>f  eourst>  it  was  natural  that  the  "story  of  piratca"  was 
listen<*d  to.  when  the  people  of  C*harleston  recalled  the  daya 
that  harlMir  was  the  srene  <»f  such  severe  conflict  with  them  -— 
St(*e<l  Ii<innett,  tlunr  leader,  and  forty  of  his  crew  were  captured.  Mid  a 
nunilxT  of  women  n  lea.H4*fl  who  were  found  between  decks.  TWae 
pirat(*s  were  all  hange<l  and  buried  at  the  intenection  of  South  Mid 
Y.Bs\  Batterv,  Charleston,  and  the  onlv  one  who  showed  the  ** while 
feather**  was  their  captain.  Steed  Bonnett,  an  Englishman  of 
tion.  who  had  to  be  dragged  to  the  gallows  in  a  fainting 
The  harlKir  of  Charleston  is  noted  as  having  been  the  soeiie  of  tkiot 
great  engagements:  that  of  the  piratical  vesteb  under  Stead 
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and  thoie  of  the  Colony  under  Colonel  Rhett,  mnd  hen  wii  fought, 
in  1776,  the  memorable  battle  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  Britiih  fleet 
under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  and  again  in  the  great  dvil  war,  when  forao 
many  long  and  weary  uKinthi  Fort  Sumter  gallantly  defended  the  dty 
and  prevented  its  capture.  But  this  is  a  digression.  Doubtless  these 
historic  forts  will  in  future  be  called  upon  to  defend  the  city  from  a 
foreign  foe. 

An  engraving  of  Theodosia  can  be  seen  at  the  Coivoran  Gallery 
among  the  St.  M^iin  collection. 

Washington,  May  24,  1909. 

This  communication  provoked  a  rej^j  from  Mr. 
Wm.  L.  Stone,  which  was  printed  in  the  same  paper 
that  contained  J.  M.  A/s  original  article. 

Regarding  your  cormpondent,  **Mr.  J.  M.  A.*s*'  extremely  in- 
teresting letter  to  the  Times  Saturday  Review  of  Books  of  to-day,  I 
would  say  that  I  do  not  think  he  has  made  out  his  case.  At  the  most 
he  only  thn>ws  doubt  on  the  ** pirate  story.**  For  example,  the  expres- 
sion of  the  British  Admiral,  who  at  a  dinner  said  that  after  he  had  re- 
cfMved  (rovemor  Alston *i«  letter  a  violent  storm  had  arisen.  .  .  .  That 
doubtless  the  pilot  boat  was  lodt  gives  us  nothing  but  the  Admiral's 
coiijectun*.  Had  he  said  that  he  or  his  crew  had  seen  the  pilot  boat 
go  down,  that  statement  would  have  ended  aU  of  this  controversy; 
hut,  as  I  say,  this  wba  only  his  opinion.  Now,  for  that  matter,  after 
the  stonn  —  an<l  we  may  suppose  that  the  pilot  boat  was  staunch 
an<i  M^aworthy.  as  **J.  M.  A.**  atkvs  it  was  —  a  pirate  may  easily 
havt*  iuterrepttHl  the  boat  on  which  Mrs.  Alston  was:  and  again  as  it 
is  well  known  that  a  pirate  after  capturing  a  vessel  —  unless  the 
vcs.s4>l  is  better  than  his  own  —  either  scuttles  it  or  sends  it  adrift, 
after  rifling  it  of  its  contents;  therefore,  why  may  not  this  schooner 
which.  ac<*ordinp  to  our  friend,  **  J.  M.  A.,**  was  thrown  ashore,  have, 
iiftt-r  the  (MHMipants  had  been  forred  to  **wslk  the  plank,**  drifted 
when*  it  was  foun<l  'f  Indetnl,  all  that  the  old  fisherman  found  was  a 
pictiiH'.  a  mIv(t  s(>t  (fH*rhaf)s  overlooked  by  the  pirates)  and  ImoIcs 
thntwii  }i(>ltcr-sk<*lt(T  -just  as  pirates  (having  no  use  for  Ixioks) 
Won  hi  luivf  iMt-n  apt  to  do.  Bui  if  the  schooner  was  not  captured, 
hut  had  nirn>Iv  dnfte<i  ashore,  certainlv  more  would  have  been  found 
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in  her  thmn  m  silver  set.  m  picturr,  and  books.  At  least  some  of  the 
unfortunate  crew  and  passengers  would  have  been  found  below  fltain, 
for  they  would  not  have  come  up  on  deck  merely  to  be  washed  o>rcr. 

Now,  in  contravention  to  the  Admiral's  dinner  stoiy  —  as  I  sav, 
merely  his  conjecture  —  I  send  you  a  clipping  from  the  Mobile  Rcfiilcr 
of  May  «8,  1838: 

The  fate  of  Mrs.  Alston,  the  accomplished  lady  of  Governor  AbUm 
of  South  Carolina,  and  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  has  been  shrouded 
in  mvsterv  for  more  than  twentv  years.  Occasionallv,  indeed,  some 
gleams  of  light  have  been  thrown  around  her  melancholy  end,  and  the 
belii'f  is  that  she  fell  a  victim  to  piratical  atrocity.  Some  three  yean 
ago  it  was  cum^ntly  n*|>orted  that  a  man  residing  in  one  of  the  in- 
terior counties  of  this  State  made  some  disclosures  on  his  deathbed 
which  went  to  confirm  the  confessions  previously  made  by  a  culprit 
on  the  gallows,  that  the  vessel  in  which  Mrs.  Alston  sailed  was  scuttled 
for  the  sake  of  her  plate  and  effects,  llie  following  article,  which  we 
copy  from  the  Alabama  Journal,  gries  to  throw  some  additiooal  Kglit 
on  the  subject.  The  factji  mentioned  in  it  are  new  to  us  and  will  be 
pnibably  to  most  of  our  readers: 

(  ONFERAION    OF    A    PiRATE 

The  public,  no  doubt,  remembers  the  story  of  the  daughter  of 
Aanm  Burr,  who  was  the  wife  of  (rovemor  Alston  of  South  (!!aroliBa. 
On  th<*  retuni  of  her  father  from  Kurope,  about  the  year  181t,  the 
ciiiharkt'd  from  Charleston  ( r)  (m  a  visit  to  him  at  New  York,  on  boaid 
a  pnvat«iT-hiiilt  v<vsm*1.  and  was  never  heani  of  afterward.  It  stcBu 
tliat  ))«T  fn«*n(!s  at  first  thought  that  the  vessel  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  pirntfs.  and  afterwani  concluded  that  it  was  wrecked  and 
lf>st.  It  apfMMirs  fnini  the  statement  <if  a  respectable  merchant  of  Mo- 
l>il<*  that  a  man  dic<i  in  that  <*ity  recently  who  confessed  to  his  phr- 
sirian  on  liis  dying  iM'd  that  \w  hail  lM*en  a  pirate  and  helped  to  deaUuy 
the  vfss«-l  and  all  the*  <*n'w  and  passengers,  on  which  Mrs.  Alston  had 
enibarkcci  for  Nrw  York,  lie  d(*clare<l.  .says  this  gentleman,  that  after 
tlir  men  wrn*  all  killf*d.  there  wan  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  evoT 
pintte  to  take  tlie  life  of  Mrs.  Alston,  who  had  not  resisted  them  or 
foii(;ht  them,  and  then^fon*  they  drt*w  hits  who  should  perform  Ihr 
d«*e«l.  ax  it  had  to  Im*  done.  The  lot  fell  on  this  pirate,  who 
that  hr  itfeeti'd  hi:*  olijet*t  nf  putting  the  lady  to  dc*ath  by  laying 
along  the  iilge  of  the  ship,  half  on  it  and  half  off,  or  over  the 
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and  made  Bfia.  Abtoo  walk  oo  tlial  plank  tiO  it  tilted  ofer  into  the 
water  with  her.  The  dying  pirate  requeirted  hit  phjadan  to  make 
this  stoiy  public,  but  hit  lurviving  family  will  not  pennit  or  oooacnt 
that  the  name  of  the  deoeaaed  should  be  known* 

The  above  tale  was  repeated  over  and  over  bj  the  merchant  before 
mentioned  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  gentleman  whoae  namni 
can  be  given.  He  said  he  received  it  from  the  physician  himself  with 
no  other  injunction  to  secrecy  than  that  he  should  not  disdoie  the 
name  of  the  physician  for  the  present.  On  being  asked  if  the  physician 
waM  a  man  of  veracity  and  respectability,  he  replied  there  was  no  one 
more  ao  in  Mobile.  The  merdiant  was  warned  that  his  stoiy  would 
get  into  the  newspapers,  to  whidi  he  made  no  objection. 

Now.  certainly  this  precise  statement  should  be  placed  againal 
the  Admiral's  story,  whidi,  as  I  have  said,  was  merely  his  opinioo. 
Fmally,  I  am  under  the  impression  that  when  "Babe**  the  pirate 
was  taken,  my  father  (the  late  Col.  William  L.  Stone)  visited  Um  in 
his  confinement  and  endeavored  to  procure  from  him  a  statement  that 
ht*  was  the  one  who  captured  the  schooner  in  which  Mrs.  Alston  had 
taken  passage,  and  while  **Babe'*  refused  to  make  any  denial  either 
f>ro  or  con  n*ganling  it.  yet  the  very  fact  that  my  father  endeavored 
to  get  fn)ni  him  a  ('onfession.  showed  what  the  general  consensus  of 
opinion  was  at  that  time.  My  father,  as  you  are  aware,  was  an  inti- 
mate personal  friend  of  Burr  —  hence  his  efforts  to  obtain  the  truth. 

As  your  correspondent  says,  Theodosia  was,  indeed,  a  most  lovely 
and  cultivated  woman,  as  two  or  three  autograph  letters  from  her  to 
her  father  (in  my  possession)  show.  These  letters  were  given  my 
father  hv  Burr. 

WiLUAM  L.  StONK. 

MoiNT  Ver.no.w  N.  Y.,  June  8,  19W. 

On  June  4,  1902,  J.  M.  A.  wrote  to  the  author  of 
"Blennerhassett":  "Your  recent  letter  received  •  .  . 
I  f(»ar  tilt'  *  pirate  story'  will  never  cease.  I  thought  I 
ha<l  inadt*  a  (*lear  statement.  Sup|K>se  this  pilot 
boat  had  not  p)ne  down  in  the  gale  off  the  Capes, 
l)ut  had  hvvn  ea.st  ashore  off  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
hna.  .  .  .  (Vrtainly  no  pirates  would  have  left  the 
picture  l>ehind.'' 
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A  communication  in  reply  to  the  preceding  was 

answered  on  June  9. 

Your  esteemed  favor  received  this  A.  M.  Copy  of  Bottoo  Jour- 
nal was  also  received.  .  .  . 

(lovenior  Joseph  ALston  wan  my  uncle.  He  waa  the  eldest  too  of 
Colonel  William  Alston,  my  grandfather.  General  Thomas  PindEiicy 
and  my  grandfather  married  sisters,  daughters  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Moltr. 
My  father,  Colonel  Thomas  Pinckney  Alston,  gave  me  the  historj  of 
the  pilot  boat  ami  of  TlutNiosia.  You  must  remember  in  those  dari 
ail  this  account  was  not  published  as  is  the  fashion  now.  General 
Pinckney*s  a<^t*ount  was  a(*ci*ptcd  as  absolutely  true,  and  his  family 
heard  all  the  early  acx^ounts.  The  pirates*  confessions,  etc.,  only 
rendcre<l  the  loss  mon'  painful  and  notorious.  I  feel  some  regret  at 
having  published  the  article  in  The  Times,  for  it  seems  that  the 
pirate  stork*  has  taken  such  deep  root  that  the  gifted  Theodosia's  end 
Would  really  \h^  nothing  without  it,  for  I  .see  in  the  last  issue  of  Sntur- 
dav  H(M)k  Ufvii*w,  a  writer  savs  that  the  British  Admiral  did  not  mp 
the  boat  go  down.  If  in  this  life  we  hail  to  see  all  things  to  believe, 
few  (if  us  would  rea(*h  Heaven.  I  am  in  my  Sid  year,  and  I  lieUcTe 
in  much  that  1  do  mit  see. 

Stimulated,  no  (loul)t,  l)y  a  perusal  of  the  "pirate 
storv."  a  writer  in  the  Denver  (Colo.)  Post  of  Decern- 
Iht  i8,  l!)()i,  presented  a  new  version  of  it  with  the 
(*apti()n  — ''Claims  to  l>e  Son  of  Aaron  Burr  and 

IIalf-l)reed  Woman." 

Dktkoit,  Mich,  IW.  ^7,  190*. — Charles  Henrv  Burr  Croabr, 
lOK  v«*ars  (lid,  who  resiilos  with  his  son  at  215  St.  .\ntoine  Stivef,  in 
this  city,  has  Irtters  tending  to  show  that  he  is  the  son  of  Aaron  Boir, 
Vif*f-presidrnt  of  the  Tnitttl  States  during  the  Brat  term  of  Jeffi 
His  storv  of  Uurr\  laM  tlays  is  an  interesting  one  and  further 
ixntis  his  flaini  i»f  being  the  son  of  the  famous  lawyer. 

When  Burr  f*ani(*  liark  to  this  count r\'.  Cnwbv  savs,  after  hia  dwi 
with  llainillon.  fMMir  in  health  and  with  little  left  of  his  former  fortinw. 
h«-  niaiingiNi  to  fxi«it  on  a  meagn-  law  practice.  His  wife  had  «fied 
whrn  h(*  met  a  woman  of  mixe<l  Negni  and  Indian  blood  with  wkflM 
he  fell  in  love.     The  woman's  father  had  been  brought  from  AfiM 
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ai  m  slave.  He  waa  owned  by  Prince  Hemy,  a  weaMiy  ilave-owncr. 
Later,  his  wife,  an  Indian  woman*  puidiaaed  his  ffcedom  for  tSOO. 

The  new  bride  of  Burr  was  a  handsome  woman*  and  for  her  pontioo 
in  life  was  fairly  refined.  Crosby  says  thai  he  was  their  only  soil 
He  is  well  educated  and  can  speak  three  languages.  He  was  bom  in 
England,  March  il,  1704*  Burr  having  sent  the  woman  there  owing  to 
a  popular  indignation  against  the  union.  The  son  returned  to  this 
country  in  1800  with  his  mother. 

When  the  son  had  grown  to  be  a  young  man*  his  famous  father 
died.  His  mother  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Crosby*  a  fiveiy- 
man  in  Philadelphia.  Soon  after  the  young  man  married  Bfaiy  Ann 
Jackson,  a  woman  of  the  same  mixed  nationality  as  his  mother.  She 
also  is  still  alive  at  the  age  of  110.  She  lives  with  a  daoghter  inDe* 
troit,  as  the  home  of  Othello  Crosby  is  not  large  enough  to  aooom- 
modate  both  the  old  folks. 

This  strange  old  man  tells  a  story  whidi  seems  to  throw  Eght  OD 
the  dinappearance  of  Theodosia  Burr  Abton*  his  half-sister,  whose 
mysterioiis  fate  ha.s  puzzled  the  world  for  almodt  a  century.  Theo- 
dosia Burr  waM  (t>n.Hidered  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  talented 
women  in  America. 

Slie  sail(*<l  from  diarlextun,  (?)  S.  C,  on  the  ship  Pairid^  for  her 
father*8  home  in  New  York.  So  much  history  knows.  Her  fate  has 
Ikhmi  a  my.Hten-  for  which  many  solutions  have  been  offered,  but  none 
.susct*ptil>le  (»f  al>HoIute  prcKif. 

Crosl>y  shipfKtl  as  cook  on  the  sloop  Independence.  They  had 
not  lMt*n  at  S4*a  long  when  they  rescued  two  men  on  a  raft.  One  was 
a  wliite  man.  the  other  an  Indian.  When  picked  up  they  gave  their 
nanu^  a.s  (iibl>s  and  Wamley.  They  said  they  they  were  ship- 
wn'<k«'<i  men*))ants.  .\s  they  were  willing  to  work,  they  were  per- 
iiiitttHj  to  remain  on  boanl.  but  when  the  sloop  reached  New  York* 
tht-y  wen'  tnme<i  over  to  the  authorities  as  suspicious  characters. 

One  night  while  (*nMhy  was  King  in  hiii  bunk  in  the  forecastle* 
}ir  overhead  tlie  two  men  talking.  **Ix)ok  and  see  if  that  cook*s 
slf4|»iii(:/*  said  the  white  man,  and  the  Indian  declared  he  was.  Then 
tlir  two  )M>^an  to  furse  their  hanl  fate.  In  the  conversation  that 
followc^i  Crosby  leame<l  that  they  were  shipwrecketl  |Nratni.  The 
whitr  man  wa.s  disgiisteil  with  himself  over  something,  and  finally 
hlurtf<l  out:  "It*s  a  shame  we  made  that  pretty  gal  walk  the  plank 
with  the  rest  of  the  erew.     \\q  might  have  staved  her." 
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Crosby  knew  they  were  Ulking  of  his  haJf-sister,  mod  iriicn  he 
reached  New  York,  toki  his  fmther,  Aaron  Burr«  about  Theodoaa't 
death.  Burr  was  then  convinced  that  his  daughter  had  been  nor- 
deied.  He  located  the  pirates  and  prosecuted  them  until  they  wcr 
hanged,  but  never  mentioned  his  daughter's  name  through  the  whole 
trial. 

Anything  more  absurd  than  this  could  hardly  be 
conceived.  It  has  all  the  attributes  of  untruthful- 
ness and  historical  impossibility.  Mr.  Crosby  says 
he  was  born  in  1794,  the  year  in  which  Mrs.  Theo- 
dosia  Prevost  Burr  died.  At  that  time.  Colonel  Burr 
was  a  Senator.  Mr.  Crosby  says  Colonel  Burr  did 
not  marry  his  mother  until  after  Burr's  return  from 
Europe,  which  was  in  1812.  Accepting  both  of  Mr. 
Crosby's  statements  as  correct,  he  must  have  been 
born  at  least  eighteen  years  before  Colonel  Burr 
*'met''  his  mother.  As  Colonel  Burr  did  not  die 
until  1836,  this  ''reputed''  son  must  have  been  at 
least  44  years  of  age  at  the  time.  Who  the  **she'*  is 
who  'Ms  still  alive  at  the  age  of  1 10"  it  is  impossible 
to  learn  from  the  context.  If  "she"  is  his  wife,  why 
should  slie  live  apart  from  her  husband,  and  why 
did  diaries  Burr  take  the  name  of  his  mother's 
second  husi)and,  if  his  riglit  name  was  Burr  ?  And 
who  are  "InUh"  the  old  folks? 

As  the  Ix)well  (Mass.)  News  said  on  Januaiy  ?• 
1903,  "Of  course  Crosi)y  is  entitled  to  a  faUier. 
But  Crosbv  must  l>e  more  carefuUv  on  his  ffuard 
against  dates  and  details  or  they  will  hopelessly 
orphan  him.  Of  (*ourse  any  charge  is  permissible 
against  Aaron  Burr.  But  there  must  be  no  assaults 
against  impregnable  and  fixed  dates." 

The  more  the  article  is  considered,  it  becomes  less 
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ludicrous  and  more  contemptible.  It  is  only  one  of 
the  hundreds  of  fabrications  that  have  been  printed 
about  Colonel  Burr,  which,  when  examined,  are 
found  to  be  as  mendacious  as  the  one  just  dted,  and 
which  would  not  have  been  printed  here  had  not  the 
purpose  of  the  writer  been  to  present  both  truth  and 
untruth^  so  that  no  charge  of  suppression  of  fact  ( ?) 
could  truthfully  be  brought  against  him. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Knight,  the  author  of  many  interesting 
historical  articles,  in  1903  wrote  one  entitled  **  Aaron 
Burr  and  his  Gifted  Daughter  Theodosia."  It  will 
be  seen  that  he  did  not  believe  the  **  pirate  stoiy"  (Otf). 

Despite  the  fact  that  every  effort  waa  made  to  find  aome  traoe  of 
the  unfortunate  vessel  it  was  all  fruitless.  Some  have  supposed  that 
the  boat  wa.s  captured  by  pirates,  but  there  is  little  evidence  to  support 
the  c*onjeoture.  (rovemor  Alston,  whose  health  was  already  under- 
mined at  the  time  uf  this  tragic  occurrence,  survived  the  shock  for 
only  three  years,  dying  in  the  summer  of  1816;  while  Burr,  whose  sense 
of  bereavement  was  no  less  acute,  was  fortified  by  an  iron  constitution 
wliirh  enable<i  liim  to  bear  his  misfortune,  and  for  more  than  two 
de<*a4l(*s  he  continued  to  struggle  with  fate*  yet  never  with  the  same 
glow  of  enrouragt*ment  which  once  filled  his  heart,  or  with  the  same 
look  in  his  evi's. 

Mon*  crunhing  than  the  blow  which  hurled  him  from  the  high 
of!ie«'  of  Viee-prt'iiident  of  the  Tnited  States  and  condemned  him  to 
public  execration  a.s  one  who  had  betrayed  or  sought  to  betray  his 
roijiitn-.  was  the  grief  which  he  felt  over  the  mysterious  loss  of  his 
(laughter;  an<i  on  more  than  one  occasion,  when  his  privacy  was 
iiiie\{>c(-tedly  intnided  upon,  it  is  said  that  the  tear-drops  could  be 
s«i'n  tricklinjj  down  his  eheeles  sm  he  clutche<l  an  o|)en  letter  in  his 
liarnN.  sliowiiiir  tlir  bitt«Tness  of  the  grit*f  which  he  nursed  in  secret. 

Vlw  following,  puhlishecl  in  1905,  is  taken  from  a 
volume  of  stories  and  sketches  by  a  resident  of 
KlizalH'th  (itv.  North  Carolina  (96): 

The  Vatriiit  was  lost  during  the  winter  of  1819.      On  the  voyage 


f  1^1 


404  THEODOSIA 

from  Georgetown,  S.  C,  to  New  York,  it  would  paw  the  North  Caro- 
lina coast.  The  sea  at  this  time  was  infested  by  pirates.  A  band  d 
these  bold  buccaneers  may  have  boarded  the  little  vessel  and  compelled 
passengers  and  crew  to  **walk  the  plank.**  Becoming  alarmed  at 
the  appearance  of  some  Government  cruiser,  they  may,  from  motiTCi 
of  prudence,  have  abandoned  their  prize. 

This  thcor\'  i.H  not  mere  conjecture.  Years  ago,  two  crimiiiab 
executed  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  are  reported  as  having  testiBed  that  they  had 
belonged  to  a  piratical  crew  who  Ixwrded  the  Pairid  and  compcikd 
even*  soul  on  boani  to  **walk  the  plank.**  llie  same  confcaaoa 
wa.H  maile  yean  subse(|uently  by  a  mendicant  d^ing  in  a  Michi- 
gan almshouse.  l*his  man  .said  he  wouhl  never  forget  the  beuitifal 
face  of  Theo<losia  Burr  as  it  sank  beneath  the  waves,  nor  how  elo- 
(|Ut'ntIy  she  pleaili^d  for  her  life,  promi.sing  the  pirates  pardon  and  a 
liberal  rewani  if  they  would  spare  her.  But  they  were  relentless, 
and  she  went  to  her  (Icmmu  with  so  dauntless  and  calm  a  spirit  that 
even  the  most  hanlene<l  pirates  were  touchiil. 

I  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  these  confessions  which  have  ap- 
|)eare<l  from  time  to  time  in  print:  I  only  introduce  them  as  cdlatcnl 
evi(l<*n(*e  in  sup|N)rt  of  the  l>unker  woman*s  (Mrs.  Mann)  stor}'.  The 
Patriai  was  supfM>se<l  to  have  been  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Hat* 
tents  (luring  a  terrific  stonn  which  occurred  .soon  after  it  set  sail 
This,  however,  was  nu>n*  c*onjec-ture  which  has  never  been  aubatan- 
tiatcil  by  the  slightest  pnM>f. 

It  is  not  inipn»bable  that  the  Pairid  during  a  night  of 
was  luH'il  ilhIioh'  bv  the  dt*coy  liglits  at  Nag*s  Head,  and  that 
S4*ng('rs  and  cn-w  fril  into  the  hands  of  the  land  pirates  in  waiting, 
wlio  |M>ss4-ss4'd  th«'ni.s<'lvcs  of  the  Ixiat  and  ever^ihing  of  value  it  cno- 
taincfl. 

Tliis  hUo.  of  course,  is  mere  conjixiure,  but  the  all-im|M>rtant  fart 
remains  that  a  pilot  Ixuit  w«'nt  ashore  at  Kitty  I  lawk  during  the  winter 
of  IKI^,  and  that  in  the  cabin  of  this  Ixiat  was  a  portrait  of  Tbeodoaa 
Burr. 

Artirlt's  headed  *'OId  Painting  Gives  Clue  to  the 
Fate  of  ThecMio.sia  Burr  Alston.  Tends  to  Prove 
that  Aaron  Burr's  Daughter  was  made  to  Walk  the 
Plank  hy  Lalitte's  Oew/'  apfK'ared  in  the  New  York 
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Herald  of  May  20,  lOOfl.  the  Chicago  Chronicle  of 
June  3,  and  the  Seattle  (Waiih.)  Post-IntelHgencer  of 
July  I.  uccorapanied  by  a  picture  showing  Thco- 
dosia  walking  the  plank,  and  a  reproduction  of  the 
Nag's  Head  portrait  said  lo  resemble  her. 

A  half-tone  of  tiie  Nag's  Head  |>ortrait  wa-i  »cnt  to 
a  professor,  a  resident  of  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C,  who 
returned  tlic  following  acknowledgment: 

I  lliiuik  yaa  hvarlilj'  tor  (he  piclurv  of  Mn.  AIdIod.  Sbc  mtut  Imvc 
hrrn  a  woman  of  vivacity,  bmulj,  atuJ  cli«linf[iii»hnl  a[i[>rsnUMT- 
\V<r  Mw  ttit-uf  in  h«r  faor.  It  uwia*  U>  me  imprubablc  Uiat  «lir  ■hould 
havr  hun^  u[>  her  portrait  in  (hr  caUn  of  het  parkrt.  I  mppnH*  vm 
have  Mvn  tho  notice  of  Ibr  (.-oitfeMion  <rf  a  pirate  in  minJr^'K  Rnni- 
nisrvni-ei  anil  ebirwhtrrr.  My  cnncluaiim  i*  that  ■hr  wa*  ■hifnirn'ked. 
ojid  I  prrfrr  lo  lirlicvr  thai  swoh  wa»  hcT  falc. 

Has  the  whole  story  l>cen  told  ?  Has  all  the  evi- 
dence l«'ariiig  uj)on  the  subject  l>een  collected? 
Fortunately,  there  still  remain  some  threads  to  be 
added  to  the  skein  of  testimony.  Wiether  Uioy  will 
l>e  considered  "confirmations  strong  as  proofs  of 
h<»Iy  writ"  must  l>e  decided  by  the  reader  after  their 
|H-ni.sal  and  cnni|>arison  with  the  accumulated  evi- 
dence  already  preseDted. 


CHAPTER  XVI 
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¥N  one  of  the  ** pirate  stories'*  already  given,  the 
-*-  name^'Burdick**  is  mentioned.  It  also  occurred 
in  an  article  printed  in  the  Chicago  Tribune,  on 
August  5,  1902,  which  was  entitled:  ''The  Fate  of 

Aaron  Burr's  Daughter." 

An  old  resident  of  Washington  5iaid  in  m  recent  convmatian:  "1^ 
fate  of  Th(*o<losia,  the  Ix^autiful  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr»  ban  brcB 
one  of  the  a|»|>alling  nivHteriesi  of  sudden  disappearance  at  aem.  She 
was  married  to  (rovemor  Alston  of  South  Carolina,  a  name  distia- 
guished  in  the  annaLs  of  that  State.  She  sailed  from  Charkslaa 
((leorgetown)  for  New  York  in  the  ship  Pairiai^  on  December  90tk. 
IHW,  on  a  visit  to  her  father.  The  V4*ssel  was  supposed  to  have  bem 
cMthcT  engtilfiii  or  eaptureti  by  pirates,  for  it  was  thought  tbal  no  aool 
had  .siir\'iv<-<i  to  determine  the  awful  doubt  as  to  its  fate  or  tbal  of  ib 
passengers.  One  account  particularly  arrested  public  attentioii.  mod 
that  was  the  purport i*d  confession  of  a  pirate.  Dominique  Yoa.  wbick 
Charli*s  (ruynrre  inf^>qMirated  into  his  brilliant,  romantic,  pbiloaopbic 
'Feninndo  de  [^*mr>s.*  It  is  so  graphically  drawn  that  many 
Ihnuglit  at  last  the  fate  f»f  Aaron  Uurr*s  only  daughter  waa 
An  old  sailor  nanufl  Ik*njamin  F.  Hurdic-k  died  recently  a  pauper  ia 
a  Michigan  |NMirhouse.  On  his  dcathl>ed  he  made  the  startUng 
f<*s.sion  that  he  was  ctne  of  the  piratical  crew  that  captured 
nnnicd  the  Pairini  and  |)articipat€*d  in  the  munler  of  Theodoaia  Bwr 
AUton  at  M*a.  Ind(*e<l.  he  d<-clan-<l  that  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  poD  tbr 
plank  fnim  under  her.  She  came  forth  arrayed  in  white,  >miM»^  a 
Hi}>le  in  one  hand,  and  with  hentic  mien  took  her  place  OD  tbe 
instrument  of  d<*ath.  and  without  a  shudder  or  quiver  of  a 
was  precipitateil   into  the  sea.     The  noble,  unblanched  fi 
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and  aiiy  fomi*  he  nid,  had  haunted  him  aD  Ua  aubaequent  life.  The 
date  of  the  Tewd'a  loaa,  Januaiy,  181S»  waa  conectfy  givcft  bj  Bur* 
dick,  and  the  name  'Odeiaa*  Burr  Abloii  waa  hia  ooiy  error;  and  jel 
this  waa  not  an  error,  for  the  name  of  both  father  and  huabaad  aie 
sufficient  identification.  The  oorruptioo  of  'Theodoaim*  into  *Odeiaa' 
wouJd  be  natural  to  an  ignorant  aailor  and*  if  anything,  tend  to  fuofe 
that  he  had  not  been  reading  up  to  make  himaelf  a  aort  of  deathbed 
hero.    At  any  rate,  the  confesaioo  b  plauaible  for  the  reaaoo  named.** 

To  the  young  boy,  stories  of  pirates  and  buried 
treasure  have  a  great  fascination.  He  has  read  of 
Captain  Kidd  who  plied  his  nefarious  calling  from 
New  York  bay  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  fabulous  buried  chests  of  gold  and  jeweb 
which  the  most  persistent  search  has  failed  to  find. 
If  now  grown  up,  memory  brings  back  to  him  what 
he  read  of  Jean  and  Pierre  Lafitte,  who  scoured  the 
(lulf  of  Mexico  with  La  Belle  Marie  and  carried 
their  ill-gotten  plunder  into  Bayou  Barataria  and 
other  inlets  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  He 
recalls  how  these  same  pirates  became  quondam 
patriots  and  aided  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans 
when  Packenham  and  Wellington's  veterans,  and 
Nelsoirs  man  Hardy « tested  the  temper  and  faced  the 
riflrs  of  our  Western  frontiersmen. 

As  one  surveys  the  literature  of  piracy,  what  a 
^a^axy  of  ''heroes"  is  presented.  Captain  Teach, 
known  as  Blackl)eard;  daring  Edward  England  and 
One-eyed  Charlie  Vane;  Thomas  Tew,  Captain 
Avrrv,  John  Ilalsey,  (horn  in  Boston!)  Captain  Con- 
ilvni,  (\iptain  Bellamy.  Captain  Lewis,  Sam  Burgess, 
an<l  Tom  Howard;  Captain  Fly«  who  was  hanged  in 
Boston  Harbor;  Caraccioti,  who  with  his  entire  band 
**(li(Ml  in  thrir  lM)ots";  tender-hearted  Thomas  White, 
who  would  not  rol>  innocent  children:  the  celebrated 
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Sir  Henry  Morgan,  and  last  and  least  the  crayen- 
hearted  Steed  Bonnett,  who  was  dragged  to  the 
scaffold  and  expiated  his  crimes  in  Charleston  Har- 
bor (97). 

After  the  publication  of  "  Blennerhassett*"  its 
author  was  brought  into  an  extensive  correspondence 
with  members  of  the  Edwards  and  Burr  families 
resident  in  all  sections  of  the  Union.  Some  wrote 
for  information  and  others  to  supply  it.  One  of  his 
most  vahied  correspondents  was  Mrs.  Harriette 
-di^  Clarke  Sprague,  of  Dowagiac,  Michigan.  This  lady, 
a  niece  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Lippincott,  known 
to  the  literary  world  as  *'(irace  Greenwood/*  can 
refer  to  an  exceptional  Revolutionary  ancestry.  Her 
grandfather,  ('olonel  John  Clarke,  was  third  cousin 
to  Aaron  Hurr»  and  her  grandmother  Clarke  was 
second  cousin,  once  removed,  to  (Jeneral  Benedict 
Arnohl.  Mrs.  Sprague  has  always  l>een  deeply  in- 
terested in  historical  and  genealogical  studies,  and 
the  fate  of  'rheo<losia  Burr  was  an  engrossing  theme. 
In  her  scTa[)  l>ooks  are  collected  all  available  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  Edwards,  Burr,  and  Arnold 
falnilit^s,  and  tliev  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
writer  of  this  vohime  for  use  or  verification. 

Mrs.  Sprague  did  not  confine  her  interest  to  what 
others  had  done  in  the  way  of  investigation,  but 
prose(*uted  personal  inquiries  with  a  remarkable 
result.  Among  her  acc{uaintances  was  a  Mrs.  Tlcc, 
also  a  resident  of  Dowagiac,  which  is  in  Cass  County, 
Michigan.  Mrs.  Tice's  mother,  Mrs.  Jay  McCom- 
ber,  live<l  with  her,  and  from  Mrs.  MeComber,  on 
January  0,  1903,  Mrs.  Sprague  secured  the  revda- 
li<m  which  follows: 
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DOWAGIAC,  Ca88  CoUNTT,  MICHIGAN. 

Charles  Felton  Pidgin,  CouncUlor-inrchief^ 
Aaron  Burr  Legion, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir: 

On  January  6, 1903, 1  called  on  Mrs.  Jay  McCom- 
ber,  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Tice,  in 
Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Michigan,  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Comber  related  to  me  the  following:  **My  name, 
when  a  girl,  was  Kezia  Ingling.  I  was  bom  in 
Jersey,  New  Jersey,  in  1821.  When  a  child,  my 
parents  moved  to  Michigan,  taking  me  with  them. 
I  married  \ViUard  Hill  in  Brownsville,  Mich.;  later 
I  marriod  Jay  McC^oinl)er.  While  living  in  Browns- 
ville. 1  l)ecaiiu*  well  acquainted  with  Frank  Burdick. 
in  1K4K  he  lived  in  his  own  house  near  us,  and  at  that 
time,  for  six  months,  he  took  his  meals  at  our  house. 
He  was  a  shoe  cobbler.  At  the  end  of  the  six  months 
he  told  us  if  we  would  move  into  his  house  and  take 
care  of  him  as  long  as  he  lived,  he  would  deed  me 
his  house  and  lot.  At  that  time  he  claimed  to  be 
70  years  of  age.  was  in  poor  health,  and  suffered 
iinich  from  a  sore  leg,  which  he  said  was  caused  by  a 
wound  he  had  receive<l  in  battle  on  board  a  pirate 
ship,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  crew.  At  the  time, 
\\v  was  taken  prisoner  with  two  others,  the  only  sur- 
vivors of  thr  (T(»w.  We  accepted  his  offer,  and  he 
<1<M'(I((1  tlic  place  to  me,  reserving  a  life  lease.  He 
said  lir  succeeded  in  escaping  from  his  captors, 
takiiij^^  with  him  several  long  knives,  which  he  used 
while*  on  the  pirate  ship.  He  had  these  knives  with 
him  wh(M)  \\v  lived  with  us,  and  I  was  always  very 
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much  afraid  of  them  and  him,  when  he  would  get 
them  out.  He  lived  with  us  a  year  and  a  half  in  his 
own  house,  and  then  his  leg  becoming  very  bad,  the 
doctors  thought  he  had  better  go  to  the  County  house 
and  have  it  taken  off  there.  lie  went,  l>ut  only  lived 
24  hours  after  the  operation.  While  living  with  us, 
he  would  have  spells  of  talking  with  me  about  his 
life  on  the  pirate  vessel.  He  talked  most  of  a  beauti- 
ful woman  they  took  off  a  ship  they  captured.  He 
said  her  name  was  Theodosia  Burr.  They  killed 
all  of  the  crew  but  the  Captain  and  one  other  man, 
bringing  them  aboard  the  pirate  ship  with  the  lady. 
The  pirate  Captain  wanted  to  take  the  lady  as  his 
wife  to  his  den,  and  gave  the  choice  of  that  or  death. 
She  at  oncx"  said  she  would  die,  but  he  insisted  on  her 
taking  several  hours  to  consider  it.  She  asked  to 
\)e  allowed  to  go  to  the  cabin  alone  to  prepare  for 
death,  and  he  allowed  her  to  go.  At  the  end  of  the 
time  she  came  out,  dressed  in  white,  with  a  blue 
ribbon  at  her  throat.  While  she  was  in  the  cabin, 
the  men  pleaded  with  their  Captain  to  spare  her, 
and  he  tohl  them  they  might  talk  with  her  and  see  if 
they  (*()ul(l  persuade  her  to  consent  to  his  wishes. 
When  Hurdi<*k  ap[)roached  her,  he  said  but  two 
words,  wlicu  she  turned  and  said,  'get  thee  behind 
nie,  Satan/  The  pirate  Captain  said  she  must  walk 
the  plank.  Then  she  knelt  and  prayed  for  them  all, 
for  her  loved  ones,  and  for  herself.  Tlien  she  asked 
if  any  of  them  ha<l  the  op{>ortunity,  to  please  send 
word  to  her  father  and  her  husband,  and  tell  them 
of  Iht  fate,  so  they  would  not  always  be  looking  for 
and  e\[M'cting  her.  She  told  them  that  her  only 
child  was  <lead.     Then  she  stepfKnl  on  the  plank* 
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walked  a  few  steps,  and  turned  toward  them,  raised 
her  arms  extended,  and  cried:  'Vengeance  is  mine 
saith  the  Lord!  I  will  repay!'  turned  again  and, 
with  face  uplifted,  walked  into  the  ocean.  Burdick 
said  he  had  been  haunted  with  the  vision  ever  since; 
he  would  see  her  in  his  dreams;  that  he  could  never 
see  a  woman  in  a  white  dress,  that  it  would  not 
bring  it  all  back,  and  as  he  would  talk,  the  tears 
would  stream  from  his  eyes,  and  he  said  he  knew 
she  would  haunt  him  until  his  dying  day.  No  act 
of  his  life  was  he  so  sorry  for.  The  Captain  and  the 
other  man  were  then  made  to  walk  the  plank,  and 
one  of  them  cursed  the  pirates,  and  wished  them  a 
bad  wish,  which  soon  brought  them  to  ruin,  as  the 
next  figlit  they  had,  they  lost,  and  all  were  killed  but 
liirn  and  two  others.  lie  escape<l,  but  he  thought 
tliat  one  of  the  others  was  afterwards  hanged.  Frank 
Burdick  told  nie  this  story  many  times,  and  I  firmly 
believe  lie  told  the  truth.  He  would  sit  and  talk 
and  ery  for  hours.  He  was  always  good  to  me  and 
xuy  little  eliildren,  but  I  was  always  afraid  of  him. 
I  do  not  think  that  he  ever  talked  to  any  one  about 
this  part  of  liis  life,  or  told  any  one  as  much  as  he 
<li(l  me,  and  he  onlv  talked  to  me  at  times  about  it, 
as  he  feared.  I  have  told  Mrs.  Sprague  about  this 
and  she  has  written  it  out  and  read  it  over  to  me, 
and  it  is  every  word  true.*'  her 

Mrs.  Kezia  x  McComber. 

mark 

I  have  written  this  story  as  near  in  Mrs. 
McCouiIht's  own  words  as  I  could.  I  called  on 
\wr   this   (lav    and    read    it   over   to   her,   and   she 
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signed  it  as  above  with  her  ""mark/*  as  she  could 
not  write. 

Harriette  Clarke  Spraoue. 
Subscribed    and    sworn    to    before   me   this   dav, 
February  14,  1903. 

Freeman  J.  Atwell, 
Notary  Piiblic  in  and  far 
Cass  County,  Michigan. 

In  a  letter  accompanying  tlie  statement  of  Mrs. 
McComber,  Mrs.  Sprague  wrote:  '"Enclosed  please 
find  Mrs.  McComl>er's  story  as  she  told  it  to  me.  I 
could,  perhaps,  have  expressed  it  l>etter  —  more 
dramatically  —  but  I  thought  it  best  to  keep  it*  as 
far  as  possible,  in  her  own  simple  language,  whidi, 
considering  the  fact  that  she  cannot  write  herself,  is, 
I  think«  remarkably  good.  In  relating  the  circum- 
stances concerning  Theodosia's  *  walking  the  plank/ 
she  acted  it  out,  with  extended  arms,  and  uplifted 
face,  as  I  dare  say  she  had  seen  Burdick  do.  The 
old  lady  is  in  her  83d  year,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
she  could,  and  did,  with  her  lack  of  education,  tell  w 
straight  and  coherent  a  stor}'.  I  had  several  inter* 
views  with  her,  and  although  she  repeated  a  good 
(leal,  she  did  not  cross  herself." 

This  is  one  thread  in  the  skein  of  mystery.  Men 
have  been  executed  on  the  strength  of  circumstantial 
evidence  much  weaker  than  this.  But  there  is 
testimony  of  a  cunmlative  nature  to  be  added. 


CHAPTER  XVn 

HER  SILENT   WITNESS 

IN  her  book  "The  Eyrie,"  Miss  Betty  F.  Pool,  of 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  gives  a  graphic 
description  of  the  North  Carolina  coast  near  Kitty 
Hawk  and  Nag's  Head  (96) : 

The  sand  dunes  of  North  Carolina  have  long  been  famous  aa  the 

ncrnv  of  marine  tragetiies.  The  bleaching  ribs  of  some  of  the  stateliest 
craft  that  ever  plowe<l  the  deep  bear  testimony  to  the  ravages  of  old 
f)cean.  The  English  merchantman,  the  Portuguese  galleon,  the  I>utch 
bngantine.  the  S^wnish  treasure  Hhip,  the  French  corvette,  the  Nor- 
wegian Imn^ue.  representatives  of  every  maritime  nation  on  the  globe, 
are  H<*attcr(*d  over  the  beach,  from  Ilatteras  to  Cape  Fear,  the  grisly 
skcleton.s  protruding  from  the  sands  Uke  antediluvian  monsten  in 
some  giHiiogicai  btni. 

TIii.H  narrow  .strip  of  sand,  winding  like  a  yellow  ribbon  between 
the  inland  sounds  and  the  sea,  presents  a  curious  study  to  the  geologist. 
For  y«*ars  it  ha.s  In^en  gradually  sinking,  and  at  the  same  time  becom- 
ing narn>w(T  until  now  its  average  width  is  not  more  than  a  mile: 
anii  \hv  lilKTtino  watrrs  of  the  gn*at  sea  not  seldom  rush  across  the 
frail  harriers  to  nn brace  those  of  the  Albemarle. 

The  slendtT  (livi<ie  has  not  alwavs  been  able  to  withstand  the 
Inatchh^«is  fl<MMl.  wliirh  has.  in  times  of  unusual  ccunmotion,  literally 
cut  a  pathway  through  the  yiehling  sands.  These  form  inlets,  of 
wh.rh  Orc^Mi.  Ilatt«*ras,  and  New  arc  the  most  important.  .  .  . 
l>nIat4Ml  from  the  world  on  this  barren  waste  of  shifting  sand,  the 
"hanker"  <»f  a  huiidr(*d  years  ago  was  almost  a  barbarian.  His 
!«n\a^'  iiistinrts  not  only  made  him  <*onsider  all  flotsam  and  jetsam 
his  lawful  {)r<>|>(Tty,  but  ih<hi(x*d  him  to  use  ever)'  means  to  lure  vessels 
a^hon*  for  puq>oses  of  plunder.     And  when  a  wreck  occurred,  the 
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wrecken  held  high  carnival.  The  spane  p<^ulatiofi  turned  out 
en  maane  and  with  demoniac  veils  murdered  without  remone  the 
haplcsN  victims  who  escaped  the  raging  surf.  Nag*8  Head,  a  faTorite 
summer  resort  along  the  coast,  was  named  from  a  habit  the  "bankcn" 
had  of  hobbling  a  horse,  sus])ending  a  lantern  from  its  neck,  and 
walking  it  up  and  down  the  beach  on  stormy  nights,  impreaaanit  the 
manner  with  tht*  U'lii^f  that  a  vc*ssel  was  riding  safely  at  mncfaor. 
Through  this  deviiv  many  a  gvKMl  ship  has  gone  down  and  murfa 
valuable  booty  si^cured  to  the  land  pirat«*s. 

llie  *' bankers**  of  to-day  an*  difTcn'ut  b«*ings  from  their  anorston 
of  a  century  agfi.  Feljow.ship  with  enlightened  |>eople  has  had  a 
humanizing  influenc*e,  and  they  an*  now  gcNul  and  useful  citiaens. 

The  North  C*an>lina  coast  is  pntvided  with  three  finit-claas  light- 
house's.  Ilattcras.  WiiaJe's  lleail.  and  I)<nIv*s  Island.  Bodv*s  Island  is 
no  lorigfT  an  island.  Nag*s  Head  Inlet  which  formed  its  north- 
em  iKiundan*.  having  lM*en  completc^ly  closeil  up  by  the  encroaching 
sands.  The  liunc^s.  for  tlie  nuMt  part  Imrren  of  vegetation.  haTr  in 
s<ime  places  a  sliiiitiil  gniwth  of  forest  trees,  and  in  others  IatK^ 
marshes  <YiviTed  with  a  rank  growth  of  c*oarse  grass,  on  which  herds 
of  wilfl  cattle  and  **l>anks  |M>nies'*  graze*. 

A  more  hojx^fiil  view  is  taken  of  the  productive 
possihilitie.s  of  the  ''sand  hanks'*  hy  a  writer  on 
scientific  topics  i98). 

Tlii-H'  is  nil  iM'tter  t>7H*  of  the  average  man  than  the  natiTe  Norlh 
Caroiiiui  hank<>r. 

Tlir  |Ki<«siM|itii*s  nf  thi*s«'  inland^  an-  as  yet  undreamed  nf  by  their 
iiiliabitant.s  ami  iiltiTJy  iiiikiinwn  to  tlir  outsider,  who  visits  onlj  the 
most  lmrn*n  fif  tlu-in  in  tli«*  flu<-k-sli<Niting  season. 

Thi*  n'^inin^  of  tin*  .shun'  ^trip  by  n-fnn*sting  the  sands,  and  the 
n-ti'ntion  of  tin*  diirio  that  an'  d(*va.stating  the  meadow  lands,  wooU 
ni:tki'  of  Ilattrran  Ulniid.  at  l<*a-t.  a  Mibtn>pi<*al  ganlt*n,  where  southrra 
friiit*.  ariil  «-arly  vf^i-talilcs  fii)f'«>  )»li'iitiful  lirn*  might  come  into  the 
iniirki-t.  Till*  ^aint*  oitill  liiii;rriiic  aiiion^  the  wcMNled  dunes  would 
In*  ^rtatl\  iiiiiltiplitil.  ami  the  hen  Is  of  wild  |M)nies  now  dwindUng 
nwa\  ufiiiM  at;a;ii  imn-aM*  in  nunilM^rs.  Then  conservatiTe  lumber^ 
iiig  fonM  In*  adiltti  to  thr  iiuliistrics  of  the  island. 

it  isi  alM»  within  tli«*  rantri'  i>f  possibilities  that  the  bhck  bench 
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sandt  which  we  conontnled  bgr  wave  adion  at  •  few  poinla  mii^ 
be  made  to  yield  f nom  their  ma  am  m  letnm  for  die  labor  el  gather- 
ing  them. 

Mrs.  Pool,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Pool»  liyed  at  Elkhart, 
Maryland,  at  the  time  Mrs.  Drake  visited  her  to 
inspect  the  portrait  found  at  Nag's  Head.  Her 
daughter  Anna  married  a  Mr.  Overman,  and  she 
now  resides  at  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  The  preced- 
ing information  was  received  from  Mrs.  Drake  on 
April  22,  1902. 

On  July  25,  1902,  Mrs.  Marie  Matthew  wrote 
from  Georgetown,  S.  C,  to  Mrs.  Drake: 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  during  the  aummer  to  viait  Bin.  Joha 
Pool  Overman,  at  Elisabeth  City,  N.  C,  and  to  aee  the  portrait  of 
'rhoo(toe>ia  Burr  Alston  in  her  possesMon.  Mrs.  Ch'erman  showed 
ine  your  article  published  in  the  Journal  descriptive  of  the  circum* 
stances  attending  the  portrait,  and  by  her  kindly  indulgence  I  had 
c^>pies  made  of  the  portrait.  These  photos,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  do  but 
(Kxir  justice  to  the  lovely  woman.  Yet  I  am  happy  to  have  them. 
I  am  a  North  Carolinian,  but  at  present  reside  in  this  Stale  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Alstons.  Some  members  of  this  family  are  deeply 
interested  in  the  history  of  the  portrait,  and  I  write  to  aak  you  to  gife 
me  a  couple  of  copies  of  your  article,  which  Mn.  Orerman  thinb  ia 
liy  far  the  most  authentic  account  and  which  may  greatly  add  to  the 
value  of  the  pliotographs.  I  have  often  visited  Nag*s  Head,  and  my 
mother  knew  Mrs.  Mann  and  the  ** bankers**  of  that  beach. 

1  shall  ccmsider  it  a  great  courtesy  to  receive  copies  of  your  article* 
and  will  give  one  at  once  to  the  Alstons  who  are  so  anxious  to 
set*  it. 

The  writer  of  this  volume  did  not  enter  into  cor- 
res|)()iulen(*e  with  Mrs.  Matthew  until  late  in  190S. 
A  ineetiiif;  of  the  Aaron  Burr  Le(2^on  was  held  July 
14.  1903,  at  the  C'ity  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  birthplace 
of  Aaron  Burr.     A  memorial  was  published  in  com* 
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memoration  of  the  147th  anniversary  of  his  birthdaj, 
and  Mrs.  Matthew  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a 
copy  on  January  iO,  1904,  she  being  then  at  her  home 
in  Edenton,  N.  C. 

*'I  am  delighted  to  receive  the  Burr  Memorial. 
There  is  so  much  to  l>e  said  for  the  grand  man.  I 
shall  have  an  interesting  letter  to  write  you  in  a  few 
<lays,  with  accounts  of  the  wreck  and  the  terrible 
fate  of  Theodosia.  which  I  am  sure  are  authentic. 
I  will  give  you  a  synopsis  of  them,  and  if  you  see  that 
they  arc  valual)le  to  you,  I  can  get  the  statement 
verbatim  from  the  person  herself,  with  notarial  cer- 
tificate affixed.  ...  I   have   been   unavoidably   de- 

m 

layed  in  sending  the  photo  (Nag*s  Head  picture) 
which  I  mail  to-day." 

On  February  14,  1904,  Mrs.  Matthew  wrote  again 
from  Edenton:  ''I  will  go  to  Elizabeth  City  as  soon 
as  the  weather  will  [>ermit.  It  is  very  cold  and  the 
snow  is  two  inches  <lee[),  which  is  unusual  for  us.  .  . . 
It  will  give  me  great  [>leasure  to  aid  you  in  this  matter. 
an<l  with  Mrs.  Overnuurs  assistanct\  I  am  sure  vou 
will  receive  most  valuable  information." 

Mrs.  Matthew  wrote  from  Elizabeth  Citv  on 
February  2i.  1904: 

*'  It  affords  me  great  [ileasure  to  forward  the  en- 
closed articles  from  Mrs.  Overman.  I  wish  that 
you  could  meet  her.  l^he  picture  holds  a  strange 
fas(*iriation  for  all  who  see  it.  It  is  on  an  easel  nemr 
my  writing-table,  and  so  vivid  is  the  intelligence  of 
its  subject,  that  it  almost  s|K'aks  from  its  silent  por- 
tal. Surely  Mr.  Hudson  c*ould  secure  a  communi- 
cation. 1  would  love  for  it  to  l^e  in  the  hands  of  a 
.scientist. 
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''  I  return  home  to-night  after  a  delightful  sojourn 
of  two  days.  The  sun  shines  onoe  more  after  a  long 
siege  of  hard  and  trying  weather. 

''Accept  my  congratulations  on  your  laudable 
efforts,  and  wishing  you  all  success. 

**  Yours  cordially, 

**  Marie  A.  ^fATTHEW." 

One  of  the  articles  referred  to  in  the  preceding  con- 
tained copies  of  letters  sent  to  Dr.  William  Gaskins 
Pool,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Overman,  relating  to  the  Nag*s 
Head  |X)rtrait,  which  he  considered  to  be  that  of  Mrs. 
Theodosia  Burr  Alston.  Dr.  Pool  received  twenty- 
one  letters,  of  which  copies  of  three  are  appended. 

"New  York,  June  17,  1878. 

*'  My  father  agrees  with  me  in  the  Wief  that  it  is 
Aaron  Burr's  daughter.  She  certainly  has  Aaron's 
eyes  and  the  Edwards'  nose. 

''(jeorge  B.  Edwardb.'* 

"Chapel  Hill,  N.  C.  June  17.  1878. 

''Colonel  Wheeler  is  satisfied  that  yours  is  the  por- 
trait of  Theodosia.  His  wife,  an  artist,  pronounces 
my  photo  the  same  as  her  cut  of  Theodosia.** 

(The  Col.  Whit^ler  referred  to  is  the  historian, 
now  a  resi<lent  of  Washington  City.  His  wife,  an 
ar(*om})lishrd  sculptress,  is  the  daughter  of  Sully, 
the  jH)rtrait  painter.) 

Mrs.  Man'  M.  Pringle,  in  a  letter  from  her  home 
in  (,1iarloston,  savs: 

''CuARLKSTON,  S.  C,  July  17,  1878. 

*' An  error  has  been  committed  in  saying  that  Theo- 
dosia   saih^l    from    Charleston.     She    sailed    from 
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(ieorgetown,   near   which   place  the  Alston   family 
homestead  is  situated/' 


In  another  letter  of  date  August  6,  1878,  the 
Mrs.  Prinj^le  writes:  ""I  do  rememlier  her  beautiful 
eves«  and  the  eves  in  the  pieturt*  are  reallv  beautiful." 

Before  visiting  Mrs.  Overman.  Mrs.  Mattbev 
wrote  from  Ktienton  on  Januarv*  25«  1904:  **I  hope 
you  will  arcH*[)t  these  ^leanin^s  which  1  have  niadr 
from  tlie  most  authentic  sonnies  -  from  peofJe  who 
have  known  thest>  |HTsons  and  their  modes  of  liTin|( 
for  sixtv  vciirs  with  the  traiditions  handed  down 
from  tluMr  forefathers  who  made  summer  pilgrim- 
ages ti)  Na^*s  Head.  I  have  taken  great  care  to 
follow  e\pii<*itlv  the  tales  of  mv  mother  ami  aunt  who 
have  known  the  'hanker*  families  herein  mentionrd 
.siiu-e  IHUi. 


,k  •• 


'VUv  tiiiii*  i<i  Imi^  [la.'^t.  tlir  wnr  in  Bfar.  whm  aa  ikat 
III    lsi<  till-  lmrikrp«  pivr  thr  |Hnitr*ii  en'  Ami  thrr  Uuarkcd 
Ui.it  nil  till'  ^Imn-^  I  if  a  iinrniw  ?*tnp  tif  Unci  Mluatnl  cm  tlfer 
\i»rth  r;iniliiiii.  'Mi  \jk\.  71  Iaui^  .  aImmiI  ^i  niilrsi  frtim  i'mpe 
kiiiiwii  a^  N:ii:\  n<'Ait.  Atifl  wrnt  i»iit  to  a  sJiip  wilfa  torn 
«  n}i|ilf«i  hull  liiitTrtiii^  thr  AM^y  m-a. 

Fi»r«:ikt-ii.  tlii^  \i*<»M-l  ha<l  hut  ^i  ^Imii  a  tinir,  ntil  mocr  ihaD 
III  111  r^  Nil  111-.  Im*i*ii  till*  Mviif  I  if  our  of  thr  fmilmt  iiml«  fyroftlwi  in  ikr 
paAT*-^  iif  )ir4lii*:ii  hi«liir\'.  oiir  of  thr  iiiiMt  inhtimAii  r%'mU, 
I  nii-ltir^,  tlif  «iiiTirnt*  of  thr  iniiocrtil  iKiHnAti.  thr  «: 
fiiMin.  thrill'  f.iiiiiiii«  iM   Aiiirncaii  iiii'iiuiin,  fiir  hrr  tiwn 
««iii.it.t\.  iiitijli^-iit,  linlli.iMt.  ariii  rhamiinf;.  ilaii|thti*r  td 
tin*  •hiiiiiii*  li^lit   III   Aiiii-nf-an  |Militii-^.  Mijihrr.  utatrsiiiMl. 
w>irHhi|Mr   of    wifr   Aitii    fhilii.    viifr   of   (irnrnil    AUluo.   mu 
{•riMi.j   rr}irr««rntati\r  iif  a  h>nf;  aiui  h<Mii»ml  family  of  fi 
aU'{  wiiiiirii  III  llir  I'^liiH'ltii  Statr 

Ti^  iii»t   Mi'«^'«Narv   fur  tii\   {mh  tn  rr  introilurr  Ikr  pttlkHir 
•  •f   thff*  iir|iArtiirt*  tif    thr   %r-««fl   PairuM  fnuii  <iwiryiUifwin    HaAmi 
«ilh  itji  lunr  Aiiii  Iw-AUtiful  |iAiMrtij(rr  Uiutiil  for  Nrw  Y 
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welcome  to  hit  oatiye  loil  ber  iUuslrioiat  father*  and  lo  WMp  iipoo 
his  bosom  her  mother's  tears  in  anguish  ofer  the  hiss  cl  her  d^; 
to  breathe  into  his  ear  her  undying  love  for  him*  and  to  plead  that  he 
shall  now  banish  from  his  weaiy  heart  the  kmelineM  of  an  exiled» 
persecuted  life,  and  return  to  her  home  and  be  weloomed. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Theodona  b  the  wooian  whoae  fate 
may  now  be  revealed  by  a  chain  of  circumstances  loo  true  to  dispute. 
So  de6nitely  reasonable  are  the  details,  that  e?en  the  most  incredu- 
lous may  no  longer  live  under  the  mysterious  doud  which  has  hoivered 
over  her  fate  for  years.  Perhaps  we  are  not  the  happier  for  knowing 
this  truth,  such  horrible  truth  as  it  is. 

Nag's  Head  is  a  noted  little  spot  oo  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  a 
mile  distant,  as  the  sea-gull  flies,  from  Roanoke  Island,  the  haunt  cl 
the  Creatans,  the  site  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Fort,  birthfrfaoe  of  the 
babe  Virginia  Dare,  the  earth  whereon  Bishop  While,  in  1584,  knell 
to  consecrate  a  pra3rer  of  Thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  the  Universe, 
and  Ahame  it  may  be  added,  that  the  House  of  Bishops  did  not  send 
ail  AfKMtle  to  preach  on  that  spot  again  until  Bishop  Watson,  of  the 
IXioccse  of  Hast  C'arolina,  a  \nsitor  at  Nag*s  Head  three  centuries  after, 
in  1884,  held  service  there. 

"Iliero  are  contradictory  accounts  relative  lo  the  name  of  this  strip 
of  sand.  The  early  mariners  say  that  the  shore  from  Kitty  Hawk, 
lat(*  tlic  scene  of  the  Wright  brother's  experiments  with  the  flying 
nia<'liine,  to  the  Oregon  Inlet,  presents  the  appearance  of  a  nag's  head, 
the  ears  made  prominent  by  the  high  sand  hills.  PossiUy  this  ia 
true,  hut  more  probably  may  the  name  be  accepted  from  the  fact 
that  tlie  natives,  a  crude  and  lawless  set  of  people,  affixed  torches 
on  long  (K)l(^.  mount(*<i  their  native  banker  ponies,  and  walked  the 
lx>arh  stormy  nights  to  allure  the  ships  nearer  the  shore.  This  is  the 
l<M*al  acT«*ptation:  in  those  days  there  were  no  light-houses  near,  none 
save  the  stars  of  the  universe,  the  light  of  the  angels*  eyes. 

The  nativ«*s  <»f  Nu^*s  Head  are  distinctly  strange,  something  of  a 
(TOHs  lNtw(M*n  van<Mi*«  nationaliti(*s;  an  unprincipled  people,  piratical, 
NU|Mrstitious.  iinrleunly  ami  ignorant;  the  substantials  of  life  coo- 
>i«^tiii^  nf  fish  an<l  wild  hof^  and  cattle,  with  but  scant  provisions  of 
hrt-jul  and  vr^>tahl<*s.  (ira(M*s  are  indigenous,  and  except  for  a  few 
f(*rtil«-  ^pots  and  the  French  Ponds,  there  is  Uttle  else  than  sand,  no 
oiir  \<'t  having  found  a  nn^k  upon  which  to  build  a  temple.  For 
^•mTations    summer    visitors    have    been    most    kind    to    the  ban- 
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kcra,  but  to  be  rewardfd  by  pillage  of  Ihrir  homei  in  Ott  winic* 
monlhii. 

Among  the  bonkers  there  have  been  for  at  leaat  ■  cmtuir  two 
famousi  families,  the  Nealn  and  the  Manna.  Here  is  no  interpcHa* 
tiun  iif  llicse  namni:  they  Kiniply  lf>uk  Ihrm  in  late  yean.  The  Maaa* 
were  (he  oim(|uering  henirs.  and  the  Neals  the  excavators  at  the  grwn- 
yard.  When  a  ship  naa  stranded,  the  jiartien,  natives,  brougbl  thrir 
booty  ashore  and  buriiil  it  in  thi-  Hand,  and  the  old  men  wl  to  waick 
the  locatiun  of  tho  Ireaitures,  and  oft  in  the  darknm  would  foUov 
the  example  of  (iabriel  Crubb  am)  then,  with  sleallhiikv  tread,  the 
Women  would  i-iinie  to  diR  lor  tlw  hidden  tmwurea. 

Since  the  war  of  the  (.'unfiflerai'V,  l>r.  Pool,  an  eminent  [Ayaidas. 
and  a  n-Hident  of  Klizabelh  City.  N.  ('.,  |>aid  annual  visiits  to  hia  nm- 
mer  houw  dm  the  Imnk-t.  Mrs.  Mann  had  been  an  invalid  durinjt  tkr 
winter  inimlli.i,  and  nftiT  exiiauating  the  virtnea  of  wilrbcrafl.  diank 
a  lilH-ral  ijiiantily  uf  Mlale  water  out  of  a  gourd  which  had  atood  ii 
the  !<uii  M<■^'l■n  day^.  tlin>wn  over  her  left  shoulder  all  the  broomi  d 
seawnil  which  it  had  ht-fn  her  fortune  to  gather  on  the  ihoiv  afltr 
the  winter  »ti>riii4.  shav<-d  the  dog's  tail  to  get  the  hair  for  Uirirr 
wounds,  ami  broke  up  the  Mip)>ly  ot  flii-s  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mad 
Unks  til  tie  nu  lii-r  head  to  <iire  (he  lit:*,  anil  dccapiUled  all  the  bkk 
hens  unfortunate  enough  to  Ix-  blaek.  to  nee  if  they  would  flutter  atW 
the  viIhI  iirgnns  wen-  rxirai-ted.  tihe  eiincluded  to  send  for  I>r.  Poai 
Now  follows  the  i  II I  ■■  rest  lug  [Hirtion  of  thia  preamble. 

When  Dr.  Pool,  uceiiniiwnieil  by  his  liltle  daughter,  entend  tht 
hut.  the  uiixl  veritnlik-  hovel  as  it  was.  they  both  were  attracted  faf 
(he  Ix-nuly  nf  n  wenther-l>ealen  [Mirtrait,  which  was  suspended  fraa 
a  nail  on  the  rough  ii]iriglit  insiile  the  door.  'Vht  bright  aod  picmag 
eye^  <if  a  young  woman  j>eervd  fnmi  liehind  the  veil  of  cobweba  wmi 
arouinl  the  hoiuikIh  of  ny-s|>erk.H  iit  many  ^-ears.  and  aearchaj  for  a 
ghmce  of  miigiiition  from  the  vtsitors.  The  child,  now  &In.  0«W- 
man.  the  [HMHt-MHir  of  the  fMrtrait,  also  felt  the  sjiell  of  a  ^lirit  ifMak- 
ing  thniugh  hi-r  eyes  on  the  caiivaH.  Dr.  I'lHil  <|uesliunKl  Mrs.  liaaa. 
whi>.  like  IVli-r''.  wife's  nii>lher.  "lay  sick  of  a  fevxr,"  and  tliia  b  Oa 
stort.  ns  ni-:ir  as  I  n-iiiciiilH-r  .Mrs.  Ovennan's  account,  th^  Ac  Isli 
Thi-  l-:o);li>h  alphabet  wuulil  n-fuM-  In  attemjit  lu  spell  hrr  Un^ 

"Wlii-ii  the  Kriglish  was  ligliting  us  folks  mvT  here,  1  heard  *fli 
My.  ami  lii'fntv  me  and  Maim  look  one  another  to  Utt  with.  Bt 
folks   ih>.   we  all   saw   a   ship    out    yonder"  -she   devgnatod    Ik 
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direction  of  the  Hwnm  sinnded  on  that  ooMt  in  the  ■ununer  ol  1877 
— "  and  he  and  the  bqyi  went  out  to  her.  When  tbqr  came  back  tbqr 
brought  that  picture  and  lonie  tninkf  along  with  loaie  other  thingi, 
but  the  ship  had  been  scuttled,  and  there  wa«n*l  much  left.  Some 
of  those  things  in  the  cupboard  came  with  them.** — I  cannot  recall 
satisfactorily  what  these  articles  are,  I  think,  thou^,  some  diina  and 
a  piece  or  two  of  silver,  but  these  are  the  authentic  accounts  as  I  had 
them  from  Mrs.  Overman,  who  heard  the  banker  woman.  She  also 
saw  the  contents  of  the  cupboard.  I  do  not  question  his  faithfulness 
to  his  other  patients,  but  his  care  for  this  one  was  overwhelming. 
He  was  most  deeply  interested  in  her  recovery  as  well  as  the  portrait 
He  offered  to  buy  it,  but  no  importuning  would  secure  her  consent: 
she  refused  most  rigidly,  although  Dr.  Pool  resorted  to  hospitality 
and  asked  her  over  to  spend  the  day  with  his  family.  She  accepted 
and  arrived  in  a  tread  cart,  with  her  limbs  —  the  sise  ol  a  pipe  for  a 
number  ten  cook  range,  notwithstanding  her  recent  illness,  dad  in 
knit  stockings  tied  under  the  knee,  —  dangling  in  mid-air.  The  tread 
wagon  was  fille<l  to  a  tight  squeeze,  and  when  she  emerged  therefrom, 
to  the  disinav  of  the  household,  she  stood  before  them,  in  stature  six 
f(*ct  tall,  and  forty-seven  bust,  attired  in  a  beautiful  black  satin  gown, 
made  for  a  gentlewoman,  short  waist,  the  skirt  hemmed  onto  a  corded 
b<^It,  which  deficiency  of  length  was  supplied  with  a  raveUing  from  a 
tam*d  ro|>e,  low  ni*ck,  and  short  sleeves,  with  under-garment  of 
homt^spun  from  the  loom  on  Roanoke  Island,  and  a  cassock  of 
gtMxls  to  piect>  out  the  length.  She  announced  at  once  that  the  di 
came  off  the  sam<*  wreck  with  some  more  clothes.  So  graciously  was 
^he  toasted  that  day,  and  so  magically  did  the  Pool  family  mix  her 
draughts,  that  before  her  de|>arture  she  presented  the  Doctor  with  the 
cf>vett^i    |M)rtrait. 

Am  it  hangs  in  Mrs.  Overman *s  parlor  now,  it  is  lovely,  certain 
lights  u[K>n  it  n*veal  an  auburn  tinge  in  the  hair,  and  the  gown  was 
evidently  white.     The  eyes  are  |>iercing,  and  the  face  wonderfully 

«ii«.tinct,  evfn  after  all  thes<»  vears.     It  is  about  twentv-se^'en  inches 

•  * 

hv  thirty,  painttnl  on  woo<i,  the  picture  held  in  the  frame  by  wrought 
Iian<l-inade  nails;  the  frame  is  old  and  quaint,  nothing  remarkable, 
iMit  the  wliolc  <>orn'sponds  to  many  portraits  exhibited  at  the 
rhnrlt'ston  FAliihition,  which  were  in  truth  genuine  portraits  of  the 
.Mstoti  fainily  e\hihite<l  hy  the  present  ownen.  I  even  tried  to  get 
one  of  th<*^4*  owners,  a  woman  so  cultivated  and  intelfigent,  to  give 
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room  for  this  mysterious  portrait,  but  with  no  avail.  I  eould  ad 
HUcJi  utter  want  of  curiosity.  With  such  testimooj  in  rridcnoc,  it  is 
beyond  all  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  this  is  the  tnie  puttfit  of  &r 
beautiful  daughter  d  Aanm  Burr.  Such  a  fate!  Such  a  Efe  to  Iom! 
Such  m}'steiy  to  cloud  her  fUithetic  end.  Tis  tnie,  and  a  pitjr  it  is 
'tis  true,  that  even  though  the  sfuirk  of  light  be  kindled,  that  not  obs 
uf  thoHC  patriotic  men  of  South  (^arolina  seem  to  desire  to  oeeept  this 
solution.  I  sent  photographs  to  several  memben  of  the  Akton  faoilT. 
and  was  amazed  when  I  received  no  responsive  favor  in  ita  briinlf. 

I  know  the  wcmmIs  of  **  Windsor/'  one  of  the  Alston  hnmrslioJi 
which  I  am  glad  to  say  is  still  owned  by  a  member  of  the  Alston  iamih. 
and  have  several  relics  from  the  cliase  over  the  fields  and  through  the 
wduiis  of  that  venerable:  old  home.  It  is  one  €d  the  most  picturasqpr 
in  all  tluit  vicinity,  with  its  mammoth  oaks  draped  to  the  ground  with 
gray  moss,  a  turf  of  a  hundrrd  years  over  the  grove,  with  the  rier 
fields  so  fertile  and  rich  in  their  bounty  far  stretching  over  the  rivfr 
(Waccariiaw)  which  nm.s  by  the  fcMit  of  the  yard.  The  house  ia  grand. 
with  tall  columns  from  the  ground,  a  modified  structure  of  Gi 
and  local  design. 

With  kindest  regards. 

Yours  cordiallv, 
Makii:  .\kmihtkau  Moore  BftaTrw 

The  .sworn  statement  from  Mrs.  Overman  is 

presented. 

Elizahktii  City,  PA8gi'OT.\NK  County,  N.  C-, 

IVI)ruary  ii,  1904. 
Mr.  CiiAKi-Ks  Fklton  Piik;in\ 

It  atfonls  me  exceeding;  ^reat  pleasure  to  addnv 
yon  this  h*tt(M\  hoth  for  my.self  and  in  memoriam  of 
my  fatlier.  the  late  Dr.  William  (ia.skins  Pool,  of 
"  Kyrie/'  otir  home.stead  in  Pas(|notank  County,  who 
\v(*nt  to  his  rest  after  a  long  and  useful  life,  in  Mardi. 
ISS7. 

In  thr  summer  of  1A60,  mv  father  took  his  familr 
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to  Nag*s  Head  in  search  of  the  sea  breeses,  so  grateful 
after  the  parching  suns  of  Pasquotank.  As  it  ap- 
pears on  the  map,  thb  narrow  strip  of  sand  land  Iws 
74^  Long.  SOP  Lat,  50  miles  from  Cape  Ebtteras^  a 
coast  treacherous  to  mariners  in  consequence  of 
shoals  extending  far  out  to  sea.  He  was  called 
professionally  to  the  **  banker"  woman,  Mrs.  Mann. 
To  all  appearances,  as  they  kept  no  exact  dates,  she 
was  about  70  years  old.  I  accompamed  my  father, 
and  entering  the  rude  house,  constructed  mostly  of 
timbers  from  wrecks,  and  thatched  with  reeds  and 
oakum,  our  attentions  were  attracted  to  a  beautiful 
picture  hanging  against  the  rough  wall,  in  dimension 
18  X  20  inches,  of  a  beautiful  young  woman  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  The  house  was  not  clean, 
and  the  rafters  and  portrait  were  festooned  with 
(*()!) webs  of  many  seasons.  Questioning  Mrs.  Mann 
wry  closely  concerning  her  strange  possession,  these 
are  the  facts  she  told: 

Some  years  before  her  marriage  (which,  however, 
was  not  entered  into  by  legal  form)  to  her  first  hus- 
band, one  Tillett,  a  pilot  boat  came  ashore  near 
Kitty  Hawk,  two  miles  up  the  beach,  north;  her  sails 
wer(*  set  and  rudder  fastened.  Tillett,  with  other 
bankers,  boarded  her.  Not  a  soul  was  on  the  boat. 
Tliev  found  in  the  cabin  the  table  set  for  breakfast; 
for  this  they  gave  the  reason  that  the  berths  were  not 
made  up  and  the  cabins  were  in  disorder,  yet  there 
was  no  trace  of  bloocl  to  indicate  a  scene  of  violence. 
From  this  wreck  they  brought  many  things,  but  so 
many  yt^ars  had  elapsed  that  she  said  she  knew  of 
nothing  left  (»x<rpt  what  Tillett,  her  husband,  gave 
to  her.     She  had  an  old  black  trunk  opened  and 
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showed  us  two  soft  black  silk  dresses  and  a  lovely 
black  lace  shawl.  The  dresses  were  certainly  the 
apparel  of  a  gentlewoman,  small  of  physique.  The 
<lresses  were  very  full  skirts  gathered  into  a  low-cut 
Ixxlice,  with  short  sleeves.  One  of  the  dresses  she 
afterwanls  wore  to  our  house,  which  she  had  muti- 
lated by  inserting  a  long,  black  homespun  gore  in 
the  back  to  enable  her  to  meet  it  in  front,  the  lace 
shawl  pinnetl  across  her  shoulders  with  a  long,  steel 
hair  pin.  'Tis  needless  to  add  that  the  hem  of  her 
garment  had  great  antipathy  to  her  clodhopper 
shoes.  The  contents  of  an  old  l)eaufet  also  exposed 
to  our  view  a  vase  of  wax  flowers  under  a  glass  globe, 
anil  a  shell  iK'autifully  carved  in  the  shape  of  a  nau- 
tilus. These  were  all  the  relics  in  her  |xissession 
which  had  survived  the  ravages  of  many  years.  My 
father  (jucstioncd  her  clo.sely  concerning  the  details 
and  dates.  She  said  il  was  iR'forc  she  was  married 
to  Tillett,  when  the  Kiiglish  were  fighting  us  on  the 
sea.  She  knew  it  was  when  there  was  a  war,  because 
the  wrei-kers  had  IkkjIv  from  war  vessels,  and  she 
had  hcanl  the  siinmier  folks  siiy  so.  A  few  old 
families  froni  this  .section  went  down  to  Nag's  Head 
on  sailing  vessels,  since,  probably,  liefore  the  Rero- 
luliuii.  It  is  now  (juitc  a  resort.  My  father  calcu- 
lated the  dates  to  tally.  In  18(i0  .she  was  certainly 
70  years  old.  This  woubl  make  her  fourteen  in 
ISIIJ.  She  said  she  was  married  to  Tillett  when  she 
was  a  yimiig  girl  —  mon'  than  likely  when  she  was 
sixteen.  The  bankers,  even  to-day.  are  most  singu- 
lar in  tlieir  habits,  ami  generally  marry,  though  nov 
by  legiil  and  sometimes  by  church  service,  at  &flcca 
and  sixteen.     My  mother,  Mary  Savnia  Pool, 
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ined  the  dresses  and  said  they  were  homespun  silk. 
Certainly,  I  have  never  seen  anything  like  them. 
Remarkably  well  preserved  for  the  long  time»  but  as 
the  banker  woman  said,  they  had  stayed  in  the 
trunk  and  were  aired  only  on  state  occasions*  pos- 
sibly half  a  dozen  times  since  her  marriage  with 
Tillett. 

The  coloring  of  the  portrait,  though  very  much 
worn,  is  still  very  good.  The  hair  is  tinged  with 
auburn,  eyes  piercing  black,  lips  and  cheeks  pink. 
The  dress  is  white.  This  handiwork  of  a  nuister  is 
painted  on  wood,  and  the  mysterious  beauty  of  the 
face  seems  to  speak  from  a  strange,  invisible  source, 
"'Will  you  doubt  me  more?"'  It  is  held  in  what  was 
oncc'  a  plain  gilt  frame,  with  but  a  small  beading  on 
the  inner  edge,  those  handsome  gilt  nails  having 
hut  once,  when  in  search  of  some  obscure  name 
to  prove  its  identity,  been  taken  from  the  setting. 
A  tarnished  brass  ring  on  the  upper  edge,  by  which 
it  may  l>e  suspended,  completes  this  most  interesting 
reH(*  from  the  abandoned  vessel.  With  the  accom- 
panying photographs,  the  public  may  draw  its  oon- 
( lusions  as  whether  or  not  I  have  the  portrait  of  the 
In^autifiiK  but  ill-fated,  daughter  of  the  giant  states- 
man, Aaron  Burr.  Strong  are  the  conclusions  of 
great  and  able  minds  that  such  be  true,  and  in 
pathetic  love  for  the  long  perished  gentlewoman,  the 
grief -stricken  mother,  the  faithful  wife,  and  adoring 
daughter,  I  lay  bare  this  authentic  account;  **Lest 
we  forgt^t.  Lest  we  forget."  American  historians  are 
j>owerful  workers  and  they  will  yet  pry  open  the 
sealed  vaults  wherein  there  are  treasures  of  data, 
and  r(*vt*al  to  the  world  that  Aaron  Burr  was  not  a 
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traitor,  a  murderer,  nor  a  terror  to  the  morals  of 
humanity. 
Accept  my  high  appreciation  of  your  efforts. 
I  remain. 

Yours  cordially, 
(Signed)      Anna  L.  Overbian. 

North  Carolina,  Pasquotank  County, 

This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  the 
undersigned*  a  Notary  Public,  in  and  for  said  County 
and  State,  Mrs.  Anna  L.  Overman,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  savs,  that  the  statements  contained  herein  are 
true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge  and 
l)elief.  This  February  23d,  1904. 
[Seal]  (Signed)  M.  B.  Culpepper, 

Xotary  Public. 
The  contents  of  this  chapter  form  the  second 
thread  in  the  skein  of  evidence.  The  remaining 
ones  arc  the  portraits  of  '^nieo<losia,  by  well-known 
artists*  the  Nag's  Head  (>ortrait,  and  portraits  of 
members  of  the  Burr  family*  now  living,  which  are 
held  to  have  such  marked  features  in  common  as  to 
prove  the  validity  of  the  |>ortrait  taken  from  the 
den'lirt  vessel  bv  the  North  Carolina  bankers 
nearly  a  century  ago. 


CHAPTER  XVni 

HER   POBTRAJTB 

THE  American  Library  Assodation  has  in  con- 
templation the  publication  of  an  '*  Index  to  Por- 
traits "  *  found  in  books,  newspapers,  or  magazines. 
The  list  which  follows  was  partially  compiled  from 
proof  sheets  furnished  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Lane,  Librarian 
of  Harvard  University,  together  with  additions  based 
upon  information  in  the  possession  of  the  writer. 

The  first  portrait  of  Theodosia  was  undoubtedly 
painted  l>y  the  celebrated  Gilbert  Stuart.  Burr  was 
not  satisfieil  with  it,  for  he  criticised  it  severely  in  a 
letter  to  his  daughter  which  is  given  in  a  previous 
chapter. 

A  gentleman,  a  resident  of  New  York  City,  in  a 
private  letter  of  date  December  27,  1904,  wrote: 
''Our  family  has  a  painting  by  Stuart  of  Hieodosia 
Burr  —  Mrs.  Alston.** 

On  January  10,  1905,  the  same  gentleman  wrote, 
in  reply  to  a  request  for  a  photograph  of  the  portrait: 
"The  family  have  replied  that  they  preferred  not  to 
allow  picture  removed  from  house,  as  it  is  frail,  and 
they  would  rather  not  take  chances.  If  a  flash-light 
of  picture  would  suit  you,  you  might  have  it.  After 
readinjr  your  second  letter,  I  have  thought  that  you 
Tnif]jht  not  want  this  copy,  as  I  have  always  under- 

<  Usued  in  1007. 
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stood  that  the  picture  of  Theodosia  Burr  in  Parton's 
'  Life  of  Burr*  was  a  copy  of  this  picture.*' 

The  portrait  of  Theo<losia,  of  which  a  steel  en- 
graviiifj  appears  iu  Parton\s  *'  Life  of  Burr/'  was  not 
painted  by  Stuart,  but  by  John  Vanderlyn,  a  prot^e 
of  Colonel  Burr.  The  Stuart  portrait  was  painted 
when  she  was  a  young  girl,  before  her  marriage.  In 
IIar[>er's  Magazine  (18G4)  three  portraits  of  Theo- 
dosia were  given,  dated,  respectively.  1796,  1797. 
and  1802.  That  for  1804  is  the  Vanderlyn  portrait, 
painted  in  1802.  That  dated  1796  must  be  a  copy 
of  the  Stuart  (>ortrait.  as  a  perusal  of  a  communica- 
tion in  the  New  York  Times  Saturday  Review  of 
July  12,  1902,  will  undoubtedly  convince  the  reader. 

A    PORTKAIT  OF  TlIEODOSIA    Bt'RR 


Thv  It*tti*rs  in  niviit  iiuiiiIkts  «>f  the  New  York  Times  SatnidsT 
Review  f»f  BimiLs,  in  rt*ferenee  t(»  ThefMhwia  Burr'ii  sad  fale,  recmlk  aa 
examination  I  onct*  niaile  of  an  old  oil-painting  supposed  to  be  Ibr 
iNirtniit  nf  Aaron  Burr's  unfortunate  daughter.  When  I  saw  the  por- 
trait it  wa.s  a  vulunl  iMM.seH.sion  of  a  Mi.s.s  tldwardA.  a  lineftl  dcsccndanl 
of  Jonathan  HdwanLs.  The  |>ainting  |M>rtraved  a  ven*  aweet  aiid 
inten^ting  young  girl.  Slie  was  seated  1.  her  head  lient  slightlr  for> 
wunl.  Hit  hnir  luing  in  curling  tresM-s  over  her  shouMefs,  and  wat 
rut  in  a  straight  line  urniss  her  fc»n-hea«l.  lliis  latter  point  I  nolietd 
[lartirulnrty  iM-eause  this  wa.s  the  pn*>'ailing  fashion  of  the  Smy  for 
young  girl>'  and  children *.s  hair,  and  it  seemiNl  curious  to  find  the 
style  in  a  {Mirtrait  which  evidently  datc^l  fmm  a  previous 
Tht*  face  had  a  gentli*.  almost  |>athetic  beauty.  An  air  of 
M-ious  gran*  was  notici'alih*  in  thi*  poM^  Siloing  my  interest  io  tbr 
pirturr.  Miss  tl^lwanls  relatnl  its  histor\-.  As  neariv  as  I  can 
Imt  now,  after  the  lapse  of  a  nundn'r  nf  years,  it  was  as  follows: 

licr  father,  when  a  young  man.  while  calling  upon  his 
.Van in  Burr,  was  shown  a  n*<vntly  ctmipleted  |>ortrait  of  his 
'riii-«M|ii>ia.     I'lMin  hii  iiii|uiry  as  to  the  artist.  Burr  answered,  in  aa 
otT-liiind   mannrr.   "Oh.  Stuart.**     He  did   not  aav  Gilbert  Staait, 


.  i.roi.'jr.-  „f  <-ol.  Aiiroii  lliirr.  who 
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however,  so  there  remained  fome  doubl  u  to  wbcther  the  portimit 
had  actuallj  been  painted  bj  the  famoui  artiat  Maaj  yean  after* 
ward,  in  what  was  then  the  far  West,  Judge  Edwards,  in  aome  obacure 
spot  and  in  some  peculiar  manner,  ha|^>ened  upon  an  old  oil-painting. 
It  was  so  discolored  bj  time  and  hard  usage  that  it  was  imposnUe 
to  discern  the  subject.  Out  of  curiosity  he  had  the  painting  restored. 
To  his  astonishment,  it  proved  to  be  the  very  portrait  ol  hia  oouiiD, 
Theodosia  Burr,  which  he  had  seen  under  such  different  circum- 
stances many  years  before.  The  mystery  of  its  traveb  was  never 
solvotl.  lliis  is  the  stoiy  as  I  remember  it  As  I  was  little  more 
than  a  child  when  it  was  told  me,  it  is  not  impossible  my  memoiy 
may  deceive  nic  in  some  particular,  but  my  recollection  of  both  pic- 
ture and  story  is  veiy  vivid. 

Mabt  Snowden  Eamr. 
Babylon,  N.  Y.,  June  «7,  19W. 

As  will  l>e  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  portrait 

dated  179(K  published  in  Harper*8  Magazine,  the 
arrangement  of  the  hair  is  the  same  as  described  in 
Mrs.  Easily \s  letter  to  the  Times.  The  three  pic- 
tures (17i)G,  1797,  and  1802)  also  appeared  in  Charles 
Burr  Todd's  **The  Burr  Family,**  published  (second 
edition)  in  1891,  facing  page  112. 

John  ^'anderlyn  painted  Theodosia^s  portrait  in 
1801  or  1802.  In  1801  Colonel  Burr  wrote  to  Thomas 
Morris:  '*Mr.  Vanderlyn,  the  young  painter  from 
Kuroj)e,  who  went  al)out  six  years  ago  to  Paris,  has 
recently  returne<l,  having  improved  his  time  and 
tah^nts  in  a  manner  that  does  very  great  honor  to 
himself,  his  friends,  and  his  country.  From  some 
saiiipl(»s  whi<'h  he  has  left  here,  he  is  pronounced  to 
l)e  the  first  painter  that  now  is,  or  ever  has  been  in 
America"   i9!)). 

The  article  in  the  magazine  says  further:  **It  was 
at  this  tiiiu*  that  he  painttni  the  portraits  of  Colonel 
Burr  and  his  daughter  (InAh  profile  likenesses)  from 
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which  are  copied  the  engravings  prefixed  to  Davis*s 
*  Life  of  Burr/  On  December  4,  1802,  Burr  wrole 
to  his  daughter:  'Vanderlyn  has  finished  your  pic- 
ture in  the  most  l>eautiful  style  imaginable/**  The 
picture  dated  1802  in  IIarper*s  Magazine  is  identical 
with  the  steel  engraving  in  Davis's  **  Memoirs  of 
Aaron  Burr*'  and  I'artcm's  **Life  of  Aaron  Burr." 

An  engraving  of  Theoilosia  was  made  by  the 
French  artist  Charles  B.  J.  F.  de  Saint  Memin.  The 
original  is  in  the  |)ossession  of  Hampton  L.  Carson. 
Es(|.,  of  IMiiladelphia.  (See  frontispiece  to  thi< 
voliime.) 

The  publications  in  which  copies  of  portraits  or 
tMigravings  of  Theodosia  have  appeared*  are  as 
follows: 

(iiLBEKT  SrrAHT:  Harper's  Magazine  (1864),  and 
Charles  Burr  Todd's  *'The  Burr  Family**  (second 
edition,  1891). 

John  Vani)f:rlyn:  Davis's  **  Memoirs  of  Aaron 
Burr"  (18:17);  Farton's  '^Life  of  Burr**  (1858  and 
I  S()7 ) . 

CnARLKs  B.  J.  F.  de  Saint  Memin:  St.  Memin 
Collection  of  Portraits  (18Gii;  Mc('Iure*s  Mag- 
;i/ine  (IJMIi);  "I'lie  Aaron  Burr  Memorial  (lOOS^: 
Appleton*s  Magazine  (July,  1006),  and  the  present 
volume. 

St.  Memin  made  his  drawings  and  engravings  in 
I7!H)  and  I7i)7,  proltahly  from  the  Stuart  portrait. 
and  the  pictures  in  IIar|KT's  Magazine  are  un- 
(iouhtedly  from  the  Memin  engravings,  though 
[MiDriy  done,  comparatively,  in  woodcuts.  This 
asMTtion  seems  to  l)c  suhstantiatiMl  hv  the  fact  that 
in  the  Stuart  iiortrait.  as  dc*s<*ril)ed  l>y  Mrs.  Eastly, 
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and  in  the  St  M^min  engravings,  the  hair  hangs 
down  the  back  and  is  cut  straignt  across  the  fore- 
head, and  covers  the  ears,  while  in  the  Vanderiyn 
portrait  his  Parisian  teaching  is  shown  by  the  French 
costume  of  the  period,  and  a  simulation  of  a  **  liberty 
cap'*  on  the  back  of  the  head,  an  addition  whi(& 
was  surely  not  an  American  fashion,  even  for  those 
who  admired  the  French  nation  and  hated  England. 
Vanderiyn  was  an  artist,  and  as  the  Jeffersonian 
Republicans  (of  which  Colonel  Burr  was  one)  liked 
and  sympathized  with  the  French,  he  symbolized 
the  friendship  of  the  two  nations  in  his  portrait  of 
Theodosia.  The  Vanderiyn  portrait  was,  without 
doubt,  the  one  that  accompanied  Colonel  Burr  in 
his  European  travels.  Burr  in  his  Journal  mentions 
the  fact  that  he  asked  Vanderiyn  to  "touch  up"  the 
picture  while  he  was  in  Paris.  It  had  been  rolled 
and  unrolled  so  often,  that  the  paint  was  probably 
cracked ;  when  in  Sweden,  hung  up  in  Breda's  studio. 
Burr  wrote  in  his  Journal  that  the  picture  seemed 
faint  in  comparison  w4th  the  Swedish  artist's  gor- 
geous coloring. 

The  article  in  Appleton's  Magazine  for  July,  1006, 
entitled  *'The  Portraits  of  St.  M^min,"  was  written 
by  Mr.  Charles  Kasson  Wead.  Though  finely 
illustrated,  it  contains  several  errors:  Governor 
Alston's  name  is  spelled  with  two  "I's,"  when  only 
one  should  have  been  used.  The  painter,  who 
belonged  to  another  branch  of  the  family,  spelled 
his  name  with  two — Washington  AUston.  Mr.  Wead 
slates  that  Theodosia  sailed  from  Charleston,  which 
sliould  he  (ieorgetown;  he  also  gives  the  date  of  sailing 
as  I)ecenil>er,  1813,  instead  of  December  SO.  1814. 
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It  will  \k*  re(*ullecl  that  the  maiden  name  of  Colonel 
Burr's  mother-in-law  was  Ann  Stillwell.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  of  date  ()ctolH*r  10,  1901,  from  a 
member  of  the  Stillwell  family,  gives  some  interesting 
information  as  to  the  present  loeation  of  some  of  the 
original  portraits  of  Colonel  Burr  and  his  daughter 
'^riieodosia. 

As  I  lav  aside  vour  b<K>k.  "Rlrnncrhassett/'  I  detmninr  to  tluDk 
voii  for  vour  deffiice  of  Aanm  Burr  ami  to  i*x|>n*9iH  thr  hope  tbftl  I 
iiiav  liavr  tlu*  plt^aMin*  of  nit'i'tin^  you  U^fon*  Irmg.  Colonel  Borrt 
iiiotlirr-iii-Iaw  was  Ann  Stillwell,  she  who  Nuccessiivrly  mmrried  Mr 
Hartow  an<i  Mr.  I>e  X'isine,  and  who  resided  with  hrr  claii|^tcr Mn. 
Pn*vost,  at  till*  time  of  her  niarria^*  to  Mr.  Burr.  In  nsT  fttBih. 
wht'Ft*  hii  life  wa.s  well  known,  he  had  his  detnu-ton  vet 
|»ioM<«.  Aninn^  the  latter  I  class  mvM'lf.  The  pursuit  of  ii 
relating  to  him  and  his  daughter  hniuf^ht  me  in  contact  with 
who  had  known  him  {MTsonally.  or  th«K«e  who  were  otherwue 
tionalK  infonnt-<!.  His  hiNt  law  |»artner  was  (\)lonel  Wm. 
Oaft.  who  was  in  Wi^  e\tn*me  af^*  under  my  profeaaional  cmir. 
aiimiratitin  for  Burr  and  his  knowleil^*  of  him  were  equmDj 
'i'hf  authnrr%s.  Mi>.  Ann  Stevenson,  who  lx*friended  Mn.  Wchk 
//M  l:L<>t  frit>nd,  and  whf>  suf*ei*eile«l  to  Burr*!i  effecta  through  Mi^ 
Wflili;  till*  Bon>w.son  family.  whi»  MT\-i*d  Burr  in  the  cspaatr  rf 
«iiarhman  and  ciMik.  and  wlio  ailvaneevl  him  money  when  indiclfdif 
thf  (iranil  .hirv  for  tin*  kilhnp  of  Hamilton,  and  who  sul 
kt'pt  hi^  ftTif-t>:  Mrs.  Minthome  Tompkins,  who  Burr,  in  his 
mad«'  guardian  of  imr  of  the  two  ilauf^hters  he  named:  the  familf  rf 
his  illcplimate  si»ii.  Aaron  Cohindnis  Burr;  membera  of  the 
family;  all  tht-nr  ami  iitln-rs  I  have  met  and  gleaned  from. 
has  Uvn  niurh  infunuatinn  ami  tlie  original  fMirtraitA  of  Burr 
dauf^littT.  'Ilieoiliisia.  to  t)ii>  numiNT  of  fivr.  and  photof^raphs  cf 
til  thr  immlM*r  f»f  ei^dit.  as  well  as  one  of  Mr.  and  Mrx.  BlenncrlUHM& 
I  ran  rtincfive  it  wonjil  int«>n'st  vou  to  se«*  them,  and  aurelj  it  voril 
pli'.nsf  ni«>  til  show  thrni  to  onr  who  has  so  kindly  s|K>kenforthe<KigiMk 

'Vhv  stat(*inent  luis  Ihmmi  made.  Imt  without  authn- 
ti<*atioi).  tlial   Horowson,  Colonel  Burr's  coachmaB. 
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took  a  picture  of  Theodosia  out  West  with  him»  and 
that  this  picture  was  the  one  referred  to  by  Mrs. 
Easily  as  being  found  and  restored  by  Judge  Ed- 
wards. Colonel  Burr  did  not  like  the  Stuart  picture, 
but  admired  that  by  Vanderlyn,  and  when  he  went 
South,  took  the  one  that  he  prized  the  most.  In  no 
way  did  Colonel  Burr  refer  to  the  St.  M^min  en- 
graving,  which  is,  apparently,  an  idealization  of  the 
Stuart  portrait. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  regarding  the  portraits  of 
Theodosia,  a  member  of  the  Edwards  family  wrote: 

The  TheodoAJa  Burr  Abiton  watch  is  at  my  home  in  North  Caro- 
lina. .  .  .  Some  member  of  the  family  of  Judge  Ogden  Edwaida,  ton 
of  Pierpont  K<iwanJs,  may  be  able  to  give  you  infonnatioo  in  regard 
to  Mrs.  ANtoirs  portraits.  His  son,  Ogden  Pierpont  Edwards,  had 
a  [M)rtrait  of  'lluMRJosia  Rurr  ALnton  which  I  heard  was  stolen  (cut 
out  of  frame)  while  his  family  was  absent  from  their  home  in  Eliiabeth, 
Nt'w  Jersey. 

In  the  New  York  Times  Saturday  Review  of  July 
13,  1901,  two  correspondents  considered  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  original  portraits  of  Theodosia 
were  in  existence.  One  maintained  that  none  were 
to  l)e  found.  This  opinion  is,  however,  rendered 
unt(*nal)le  from  the  fact  that  at  least  three  originals 
do  exist,  and  |>erhaps  more.  The  Stuart  portrait, 
painted  when  she  was  a  young  girl,  is  said  to  have 
lu^en  in  tlie  possession  of  Judge  Edwards  of  Staten 
Ishmd.  The  St.  Memin  engravings  (two  in  number) 
are  owned  1)V  the  Corcoran  Gallerv  of  Art  at  Wash- 
in^toii,  and  hy  Mr.  Carson  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Vand(Tlyn  picture  is  probably  in  the  collec- 
tion of  a  nienilHT  of  the  Stillwell  family  living  in 
New  York  City. 
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Tlie  second  correspondent  said:  "Of  the  two 
portraits  by  him  (St.  Memin)  of  Miss  Burr,  the  one 
engraved  in  1796  is  from  life;  the  one  engraved  in 
17i)7  'Dexter'  states  was  engraved  after  a  painting 
hv  Vanderlvn  when  Miss  Burr  was  about  nine  or 
ton  years  of  age,  an  original  being,  in  1862,  in  the 
)xjssession  of  Judge  Edwards  of  Staten  Island/* 

The  preceding  statement  is  not  l>orne  out  by  well- 
known  facts.  Theodosia  was  but  thirteen  years  of  ap 
in  179G  when  St.  Memin  is  said  to  have  engraved 
her  portrait  ""from  life.'*  Certainly  the  handsonif 
young  woman  |>ort rayed  by  St.  Memin  was  not  a 
child  of  thirteen.  The  one  engraved  by  St.  M^min 
in  17S)7  c^>uld  not  have  been  from  the  Vanderiyn  pic- 
ture, for  that  was  not  painted*  as  Colonel  Burr*» 
letter  to  his  daughter  proves,  until  1802,  when  sbe 
was  a  married  woman  in  her  twentieth  year.  Be- 
sides. Miss  Burr  was  ten  years  old  in  1793.  and  the 
earliest  date  of  a  pantograph  portrait  by  St.  M6im 
was  179(5. 

The  many  eonfiieting  statements  eonceming  TTmo- 
dosiaVs  portraits  are  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that 
tilt*  pn'M*iit  possessors  of  them  are  not  particularh 
desirous  of  having  them  photographed.  The  pic- 
tures are  very  old  and,  as  one  owner  says,  **frail."' 
.Vnother  owner  is  willing  to  exhibit  them  under 
ecTtain  (conditions.  Init  (h>es  not  care  to  have  thcB 
photograplu*d.  Tnder  these  eireumstances,  the  hi^ 
torian  ean  only  state  facts  as  his  excuse  for  not  pit- 
seiiting  reproductions  of  portraits  known  to  be  ii 
exislenc'e.  Knough,  however,  have  l>een  shown  for 
|)urposes  of  comparison  with  the  so-called  Naf'< 
Head  portrait. 
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Too  much  reliance  should  not  be  (daoed  upon 
facial  resemblances.  There  are  numbers  of  instances 
of  ^'doubles'*  not  members  of  the  same  family  —  in 
fact,  not  related  at  all.  There  are  twins  who  look 
alike,  and  twins  who  do  not  resemble  each  other  in 
any  way.  To  Mrs.  Stella  E.  P.  Drake's  powers  of 
perception  and  persistency  the  comparison  between 
Theodosia's  portraits  and  the  Nag*s  Head  picture  b 
due,  and  also,  to  a  certain  extent*  the  resemblances 
between  Theodosia's  portraits,  the  Nag's  Head  pic- 
ture, and  the  portraits  of  some  members  of  the 
Edwards  family.  It  becomes  necessary,  then,  to 
present  these  latter  in  order,  that  the  reader  may 
make  comparisons  and  draw  his  own  inferences. 

The  Salt  Lake  City  (Utah)  Herald  of  November 
11,  190^2,  contained  the  following  in  relation  to  one 
of  the  c*ompared  likenesses: 

The  Salt  \jike  woman  whose  phdogrmph  furniihed  the  miasiiig 
link  in  the  chain  of  proof  of  the  tragic  fate  of  the  beautiful  Theodo«a 
Burr  is  Mrs.  K.  M.  Miller  of  \(H9  First  Street,  one  of  the  dty's  promi- 
nent club  women.     Mrs.  Miller  has  been  prominent  in  aodetj  drdei 
of  the  city  for  ten  yean,  and  her  striking  membhmce  to  picCarei  cf 
her  faniou.H  distant  cousin  has  been  the  source  of  no  Kttle  comment 
ainon^  her  friendn  who  knew  of  family  genealogy.     Although  Mft. 
Miller  lia.s  for  years  i>ast  \x*cn  assisting  her  sister,  Mrs.  Stella  Pier- 
|M»nt  Drake  of  Boston,  to  gather  information  that  might  lead  to  the 
s<»liition  (if  the  fate  of  Theodosia  Burr,  she  has  said  nothing  about  her 
;>nrt  of  thr  work  until  yesterday,  when,  after  reading  the  IIera!d*» 
storv  of  t}ir  historic  tra^nly.  she  made  her  identity  known  and  related 
to  a  Ilrralil  rcf>resi*ntative  H<»nie  interesting  facts  about  the  mysteiy 
«*f  n  ccnturv. 

Mrs.  Mijjvr.  in  telling  her  sUyry  yestenlay.  stated  that  after  her 
^l<*t<T.  Mrs.  Drake,  icarneil  of  the  |K>rtrait  found  on  board  the  stranded 
V(*N-<!.  aii*i  (ouplnl  with  it  the  nunier\'  Mory  of  the  dying  pirate's 
Miff^Nioii.  >}ic  wrote  to  her  sister  here  and  told  her  of  this  portrait. 
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"1  (IrfMoiI  nivitclf  and  my  hair  in  tlie  fuhion  ahown  in  tfaJ*  M 
pfiHrail,  B  (U-srniiliim  uf  which  m_v  sister  mdI  me,"  (aid  Mn.  MiOcr. 
"and  hail  iiiv  iiictiin'  taken,  Nhiiwinf;  a  profile  view  of  my  fan.  I 
sent  thin  picltiri-  t>i  niv  !>iKl(T,  and  it  wlo  that  [Hrluie  which  alie  mmu- 
jianil  with  thi-  «M  |K>rtrail  found  on  the  vcwri  and  pnn-«d  ita  autbn- 
lic-itv  l>v  1h<-  >triLi[if;  funiilv  n-fwmblancr.  She  wrule  to  me  a*  loic 
u*  *]v  hud  iviiii|inn'i)  tlie  [lii-tun^  and  tnh!  me  (he  mtult,  but  I 
Icriilol  tit  nav  ridlhiii^  alxiiit  it  until  I  iiaw  the  uXowy  this 
From  putting;  toKi'lhcr  the  facti*  iif  the  likennw  between  the  pirtum. 
my  undisputed  n-lal  ion  ship  to  Theoaliwia  Burr,  and  the  d«-infc  piratr't 
r(t»fi»iitu,  my  sistiT  and  I  are  Ixtlh  omiinrrd  that  Ibe  aornt  i^  Hal 
truKiily  iif  nrnrly  a  wntiirj-  ngft  lia»  Ixt-n  ch>an-d  up." 

Mm.  MilltT  tract's  hi-r  iflaliiinHhi]i  In  the  ramiKi-i  Ameriran  braim 
of  H  ci-ntim'  uipi  throtiffh  a  Hlruif;hl  line  of  deorent  from  the  gniti- 
fiilhiT  of  'Huixhrsia  llurr.  The  fniuily  tn-r  bi-pun  with  Jurutbu 
Fdwitnls.  whoM-  dauKhlvr  was  the  molhrr  uf  Aaron  Burr.  Tinwtli 
KdwanN.  Ihi>  bnithrr  nf  Aarou  Dnrr's  mother,  wait  ibe  father  ^ 
Kdwur.1  K'lwiinl-i.lhi-pn-at-fn-'tmtralhi'riir  Mrs.  Miller.  Ili«daii|chtff 
Marv  K'l»i(nls.  niarriiil  Jatii<-s  Mi-Kinncy.  and  Ihcir  ilauKhter.  Kak 
(ir»v  MiKitini-k.  ituirrii-.]  Addi-on  Tutlle  Drake,  who  wa«  Mtv 
M>ll.-r'.  hill.  r.  'I'lii.  i]mk<-ri  Mn..  Miller  a  (.-ouxin  of  ThrodcMia  Bur. 
rt-tiii.^iil  liM' ;.'i  >i.'r;ttiiinH. 

Mrs.  Sitlla  K.  l\  Drake  and  Mrs.  Cathcriiif 
Dnikf  ll.rlKTt.  si.sUrs  of  NFrs,  E.  M.  Miller,  hrar 
tlir  n-liitioti  of  foiirdi  (imsiii  to  Tlirodosia.  whilf 
Mrs.  Kli/:iliftli  !\[ill(T  M(-('ullouf;h  i.s  removed  Mr 

ninri*  ilr;;|-cc. 

Tluor  wlio  iM-Ii.-vc  tliat  thr  Nap's  Head  pirturr 
is  a  portrait  of  Mrs.  'l1u>(Miosia  lliirr  Alston  atr 
satUfii'd  witli  tlicir  ilis)-oviT}'.  I>et*au.se.  in  thfir 
opinion.  Iliut  l>rliff  >iil)stiliiU-.s  a  (rrtaiiity  for  mm 
siirtriior.  ('niipl<-<l  uitli  the  jiinitr's  runfession  anl 
Mrs.  Marin'."  narrative,  in  tlieir  minds  the  chain  of 
.■viil.n.r  U  foin|.M.-. 

.\r-i-i  piinp  llicir  rotitention.  what  are  the  strongHt 
fi-aliirrs  in  |hc  way  of  nr^ninient  to  .support  it? 


J 


'riiOHlutiiu.  (mm  tlto  J'urLruit  by  Vutuleriyo. 


V 


^ 


Mr-.  Iv  M    MilW.  of  .S*it  Uk«(.-Kv.«hn.ii,io  Ui 

1  heixlrwia.  drvMPal  in  imitalitm  of  the 

\amlprlyii  I'lirtrut  of  TVixlo««. 
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Mrs.  Mann's  story  being  accepted  as  tnie»  the 
facts  are  established  that  the  vessel  did  not  founder, 
and  that  "'the  portrait"  was  in  its  cabin*  and  was 
brought  ashore,  with  articles  of  feminine  wearing 
apparel,  by  the  "' bankers."  Presumably  thb  ap- 
parel belonged  to  the  original  of  the  picture. 

It  the  vessel  did  not  founder,  but  was  found  de- 
serted, the  idea  of  capture  by  another  vessel  presents 
itself.  If  captured  by  a  British  war  vessel,  some 
record  would  have  been  found  before  this  in  govern- 
ment reports.  If  so  captured,  the  vessel  would  not 
have  l)een  abandoned,  but  put  in  charge  of  a  prize 
crew,  unless  it  was  not  navigable.  If  the  passengers 
and  crew  had  been  captured  by  a  British  vessel,  they 
would  have  l>een  heard  from  as  prisoners  of  war. 
No  suc'h  record  exists  in  England,  and  pirates  never 
kept  them. 

If  the  Patriot  foundered  at  sea,  the  story  is  a  simple 
(>n(\  and  all  surmises  and  arguments  are  futile.  If 
tlie  Patriot  was  boarded  by  Tillelt  and  his  men,  as 
the  former  Mrs.  Tillett  lohl  Dr.  Pool,  then  the  field 
is  wide  open  for  either  conjecture  or  evidence.  No 
trace  has  hc^n  found  of  passengers  or  crew.  It  must 
he  assunuHl,  then,  that  they  died.  If  at  the  hands 
of  pirates  (or  hankers),  {)erhaps  shot  and  thrown 
ovtTl)oar(i:  or  killed  by  cutlasses;  perhaps  made  to 
'*\valk  the  plank/'  a  less  disfiguring  death  than  to 
he  shot  or  sabred.  It  is  for  those  who  do  not  co- 
iiuiih*  witli  this  conclusion  to  present  their  side  of 
tlie  arj^iiinent. 

TluTi*  is  a  weak  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence. 
Hunlick,  who  confessed  his  crime,  makes  no  state- 
ment as  to  what  l>ecame  of  the  vessel  they  captured 
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—  the  Patriot.  He  does  say,  however,  that  the 
pirate  crew  to  which  he  belonged  was  beaten  in  its 
next  fight,  and  only  he  and  one  other  escaped.  Til- 
lett  said  the  vessel  was  scuttled,  but,  owing  to  the 
storm,  perhaps,  the  work  of  destruction  was  not 
c*ompleted,  and  the  vessel  did  not  sink.  It  must 
have  sunk  later,  or  Tillett  and  his  band  would  have 
run  it  ashore  and  still  further  despoiled  it. 

But  the  strongest  feature  of  the  argument  is  still 
to  he  presented.  //  the  Nag's  Head  picture  is  net  a 
portrait  of  Theodosia,  wJiose  portrait  is  ii?  Plentv 
of  time  has  certainly  elapse<I  in  which  her  relatives 
or  friends  could  have  established  her  identitv.  To 
1h*  sure,  it  was  nearly  forty-seven  years  after  the  loss  oi 
the  Patriot  before  the  |>ortrait  was  discovered,  but  if 
the  vessel  kM)ted  by  Tillett  and  his  band  was  not  the 
Patriot,  what  vessel  was  it,  and  why  was  not  some 
mention  made  in  the  pa))ers  of  the  day  that  another 
vessel  besides  the  Patriot  was  lost  at  that  particular 
time  and  in  that  locality  't  There  is  one  great  satis- 
faction -  one  feeling  of  inexpressible  relief  —  given 
by  the  pirate's  confession.  Theodosia  did  not  livr 
to  Im*  dishonored,  but  (IicmI  as  she  had  lived,  a  purr 
woman       daughter,  wife,  an<i  mother. 

What  more  natural  than  for  her  to  have  her  por- 
trait |):iinte(l  as  a  surprise  for  her  father?  She 
knew  that  the  (me  he  had  with  him  on  his  traveb 
was  cracked  by  (*ontinual  rolling,  and  he  had  writtca 
in  his  Journal  that  it  had  fade<l.  The  artist*s  name 
is  not  dcri|)h(Ted  on  the  )>ortrait.  Some  of  the 
finest  pcMMiis  in  the  language  have  been  written  faf 
^Wnnnyinous."*  Why  not  a  portrait  from  a  similar 
sourer?     ThecMlosia  knew  she  could  only  pay  ber 
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father  a  visit,  and  the  new  portrait  would  show  her 
as  she  was  despite  four  years  of  sickness  and  nervous 
anxiety. 

Tillett  says  the  pilot  boat  was  scuttled.  Who 
did  it?  Either  sea  pirates  or  land  pirates.  Was 
any  other  pilot  boat  lost  at  the  same  time?  Has 
anyone  else  claimed  the  portrait?  For  a  generation 
the  papers  have  been  active  in  spreading  the  news 
concerning  this  portrait.  Has  any  one  come  forward 
to  claim  that  the  portrait  was  that  of  any  one  else 
than  Theodosia? 

It  is  necessary  to  take  the  ''pirate  story**  and  the 
*'  picture  story"  together.  Either  cannot  be  accepted 
or  rejected  without  reference  to  the  other.  The 
** picture  story'*  is  much  the  stronger  evidence  — 
but  it  must  be  considered  as  confirmatory  of  the 
confession.  The  resemblance  between  the  portrait 
and  living  persons  served  its  purpose  as  a  clue  — 
but  its  value  ended  there.  Without  Burdick's  con- 
fession and  Mrs.  Mann's  statement,  it  would  not  be 
considered  as  conclusive.  But  we  have  the  confes- 
sion, the  statement,  and  the  resemblances  —  and 
nothing  in  rel)uttal  but  unsupported  n^ation.  Be- 
li(»f  is  a  matter  of  faith  —  but  facts  are  stubborn 
thinfjs  to  be  met  by  facts,  and  not  by  simple  disbelief. 

Why  is  it  that  persons  who  would  consign  a  fellow- 
l>eing  to  the  electric-chair  on  much  less  conclusive 
testimony,  refuse  to  accept  the  result  of  these  won- 
derful coincidences? 


cnArTER 

KKMFIMHIIANCK^S 

TIIK  most  AiiHTicaii  <if  our  holy  clays  U  ** 
iiiori:il  Dav.**  wlicii.  Initli  North  and  South. 
soMiris  ilrrnratr  with  flowiTS  th«'  jjraVt»s  of  t 
(Icicast'il  toiiiradr.N  in  arms.  Of  Uiiv  tlio  hcnA*^ 
tilt'  Nav\  liavr  iint  lu't'ii  forpitloii,  and  flowrr^ 
thi'owii  ii|M)M  the  wattT  ill  iiu*mory  of  tho?»«*  who  ^ 
tlitir  livfs  fur  what  thrv  (hH*int*il  a  s;icrt*il  <*a 
'I  Ik'  tril>iit<'N  of  Iminir  arc  ^wcpt  out  to  the  hi»un«i 
iMt;in.  !'aii\iuL:  tluir  nn''»>a};t'  of  h)W  a  uonl 
r*  t|ui(-iii  t'oi'  tli«'  (|f|iartiMl  hrrcN-s. 

I'Im'imIii^j.i  I'lMiiid  a  ;;rav('  in  the  Atlantic  CVr 
I'lit  \M-  i:iiiiii»t.  at  this  time,  cast  H«>worM  ii|M>n 
w.itf  r  to  |>«  i|M  tnatr  thr  mt-mory  of  one  m>  sancti! 
I>\  si;ilrMiiL'.  \\«'  <aii.  hnw fViT.  Iirlu^  togethcT 
Ixiinl.  (Ill-  l<i\iii^'.  aihi  a|t|trt'riativ(*  wortls  that  k 
liri  M  ^pdki  n  III-  writtrn  almnt  hrr  as  a  wcimaxi 
I  ri  I'l.M  iH'j  lljiiNi-  ^Mial  ptriiMJs  in  h«'r  life        niai&i 

Uiti*.    .tinl     T!ni|hir.       Tin-***-    llnwiTs    iif    thoilj^ht. 
iiHi-M'^i-  lit  iii-.il   :i  liiiiiilri  i|  \(-:irN.  \\i*  will  iilacir  ui 
l:i  I    iinkiiiiwii  :r!.»N»"       'riii-^i-  irint-mliranc^*?!  f^hall 
iiii:    t:iiiMti-   (m   lit-r   iiiiiniirv.      All   that   \uis  lic*t*n  % 

• 

•  I    |i'.titi-<|    i.iiiiiiit    Im-    ;;i\rii    lii-n-,   hut    it    is    thou 
t*'    \.'\iii:;  nIkjiJi-^  iif  ^iiihiMirits  of  a|ii»nH*iatic»n 

Vi     '     '  •  !  .' I  -illtit!  \     ||nill;j|lt     lll.|\     Ih'    f^inwviHl 

i.m!.;.    r'.«:ni^   nf   \Mir«l   rxpii-^^inii.    hut    tin-   tht»iij*h 

t!;i    -.  !i.i  .  will  till!   it  In  |iri»'»i    III   in  |NH-tii'  ft»rtu. 

«««l 


'ni.-.-i..,si,i--rrn 


iilfsUurrT.HMs'   nH-niirrl-iunilv." 
i.m  ..f  Har|MT  A  MrottuTs. 


^^    ^. 


i-n,  t.iC.I.  .\..,r,.ii  Itiirr. 
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""The  sea's  a  thief/*  but  when  it  shall  give  up  its 
dead,  it  will  yield  no  purer  soul  than  that  of  Theo- 
dosia.  She  was  the  first  educated  gentlewoman  of 
her  time,  and  it  is  no  small  glory  to  have  been  the 
father  of  such  a  woman. 

Deprived  of  a  mother's  love  at  that  age  when  die 
most  needed  that  parent's  affection  and  gentle  guid- 
ance, she  was  supremely  fortunate  in  having  a  father 
whose  heart  beat  strongly  for  his  child,  and  who  took 
charge  of  her  education  with  the  earnest  purpose  to 
make  her  a  self-reliant,  independent  woman  instead 
of  a  votary  of  fashion. 

French,  Greek,  Latin,  history,  and  mathematics 
were  generously  mingled  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  woinan*s  home  duties,  and  the  physical  expansion 
that  comes  from  out-door  sports.  At  fourteen  she 
l(M)k  her  mother's  plac*e  at  her  father *s  table  and 
entertained  his  quests  with  her  wit  and  wisdom,  and 
clianne<i  them  with  her  feminine  graces- 
Wedded  to  wealth,  good  family,  and  refinement, 
she  gained  new  laurels  l>oth  as  wife  and  mother. 
Faithful  to  all  marital  ties,  she  ever  retained  an 
ahsorhinj;  love  for  her  talented,  but  politically  and 
socially,  unfortunate  father.  Ever  ready  to  aid  or  de- 
fiMid  hini,  that  defense  was  based  upon  an  unquench- 
al)le,  filial  affection  which  would  have  braved  obloquy, 
prison  bars,  even  death  itself,  for  the  one  she  loved. 
\o  onv  can  read  her  letters  to  her  father,  or  that 
sad  on<*  to  her  husband  when  she  thought  that  death 
was  nif^h,  without  being  convinced  that  her  father, 
though  he  may  not  have  l)ecn  a  religious  teacher, 
had  n<^vcr  tried  to  implant  in  her  breast  that  saying 
of  the  fool,  ''There  is  no  God.'' 


I4<  THK<>IX>^IA 

i^TU^'fi  {or  r',ri^>.cx!;ijri  t'>  tht-  father  u  ho  ha«l  ^.^•*r. 
li'-r  ail  th<-  f»'n.::iin»-  attributes  ojuplttj  nnth  l> 
h»Toi-rfi  of  a  ^fniLk**  niari. 

NV»-  ar»'  -in-  that  -li»-  nut  hi*r  fati*  a^  lier  fathrr  n>^ 
Li-  -.sitli  r»-^ijri.itiori.  an«i  \».!h  a  >|»irit  nf  fortjt.:' 
th.it  -li.irii«--»  t!i*-  |»r«j'i«li< fil,  '^ilt-rui'^  tin-  fiH»li%h.  a.: 
'«in'.  MH**  tfii-  fair-iiiimliil  tliat  then'  fan  l»f-  t-ri*lir.r.'. 
Ml  tli»-  hinnari  for'ii  a  iiMliihty  «if  smil  that  plai'*-^  '• 
|M»*-.i-««(ir  alMivi-  aiitl  lM-\iirii|  llu*  ">lin;;^  ariil  arrnw* 
of  lii:i^i-ij  i»r  •nviitiiN  ililrartof'*. 

I  li'-  ijiintiitiini  uliiili  fiilliiw**  wa.H  written  in  I**-*'^ 
•«i\t\  \'.'ir^  iilti-r  tlif  fiirlli  of  TlnMNlciHia.  It>  t*:.  " 
1^  ^o  -miliar  In  tin-  writiiiL'N  nf  Mr^.  InchKaM  a*.: 
\Ia!\  \\i»IUliinfi  r.ift.  wliiili  mi  i^reallv  intiufTh'*': 
|{«i!i  III  «|ilrrriiiiiiriL'  tlir  iM|iirati(»n  of  hi**  tlauj?**-" 
tli.it  i»n«-  I  ;iii  liar«II\  iiii.iL'in*'  «*o  lillK'  |)roj;re«**  in  !  • 
uoiM.  ii^  n  lmhU  woman  n  tMluration,  in  nearU   t-v 

i'llHl  .lll'ifl- 

\"i  I  •.  u'.i*  .in  n.\  I'ji'TiHifi^  .-iKiiij!  Wiiili.irr*  Ilijh!*  I  t-^r*'-** 
1  '  ■.  t  /  I  .1  I .».  ♦..  ''  .  .'i!.  . ,  •  ;i,  '  I  .1,  Im-*  !i  jitH  rail;.  ?r*-A!#*f  i  ►• 
I    .."'.■    '*•■    ,      |.'.  .Ii.ilil-.  .    \\:i'-   !fiir«     li't  !j    ij*!»T«^l    %••   it.ij^  h   *^   *^^ 
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woman,  would  likewiae  be  good  and  graorfid  in  bmul  Yoii  wiO»  pw* 
ha|M,  remind  me  d  courage.  If  you  me  the  wofd  in  its  hif^MBtl  ag^ 
nificattoo,  I  answer  thai  woman*  aboive  othen,  has  abondant  need  of 
it  in  her  pilgrimage,  and  the  true  woman  wears  it  with  a  quiet  grace. 

That  animal  instinct  and  brute  force  now  govern  the  world,  is 
painfully  apparent  in  the  condition  of  women  ever]rwhere;  from  the 
Morduan  Tartars,  whose  ceremony  of  marriage  consists  of  placing 
the  bride  on  a  mat,  and  consigning  her  to  the  bridegroom,  with  the 
words:  "Here,  wolf,  take  thy  lamb**  —  to  the  German  remark,  that 
"stiff  ale,  stinging  tobacco,  and  a  girl  in  her  smart  dress  are  the  best 
things."  The  same  thing,  softened  1^  the  refinements  of  civilisation, 
peeps  out  in  Stephen's  remark,  that  ''woman  never  looks  so  interest- 
ing as  when  leaning  on  the  arm  of  a  soldier**;  and  in  Haditt*s  com* 
plaint  that  "it  is  not  easy  to  keep  up  a  conversation  with  women  in 
company.  It  is  thought  a  piece  of  rudeness  to  differ  from  them; 
it  is  not  quite  fair  to  ask  them  a  reason  for  what  they  say.** 

This  sort  of  politeness  to  women  is  what  men  call  gallantly;  an 
oclioiLs  word  to  every  sensible  woman,  because  she  sees  that  it  b  merely 
the  flimsy  veil  which  foppery  throws  over  sensuality  to  conceal  its 
^MsnesM.  .  .  . 

**lliere  is  perhaps  no  animal/*  sajrs  Hannah  More,  "so  mudi  in- 
debted to  subordination  for  its  good  behaviour,  as  woman.**  .  .  . 

I  once  heard  a  very  beautiful  lecture  from  R.  W.  Emerson  on  Being 
and  Sei*niing.  In  the  course  of  many  remarks,  as  true  as  they  were 
gracx-ful,  he  ur^-d  women  to  be  rather  than  weem.  He  told  them  that 
all  tlieir  laboure<l  education  of  forms,  strict  observance  of  genteel 
cti({uctte,  tsHteful  arrangement  of  the  toilette,  etc.,  all  this  sswnisy 
woiihl  not  gain  hrarfjt  like  being  truly  what  God  made  them;  that 
€>ani(*st  simplicity,  the  sincerity  of  nature,  would  kindle  the  eye,  light 
up  the  (countenance,  and  give  an  inexpressible  chann  to  the  plainest 
features. 

The  advice  was  excellent,  but  the  motive  by  whidi  it  was  urged 
hroiip:ht  a  flush  of  indignation  over  my  face.  Men  were  exhorted  to 
he  rather  tlian  to  .vrm,  that  they  might  fulfil  the  sacred  mission  for 
wliieli  their  souls  were  enilMMlieil:  that  they  might,  in  God's  freedom, 
grow  up  into  the  full  .stature  of  spiritual  manhood;  but  women  were 
urp^l  to  .sini(>lieity  an<l  truthfulness,  that  they  might  lieoome  more 
pleasing.   .   .   . 

"(to(l  is  thif  law,  thou  mine,**  said  Eve  to  Adam.    May  Milton  be 
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forgiven  for  sending  that  thought  "out  into  everlasting  time*'  in  such 
a  jewel  setting.  What  weakness,  vanity,  frivolity,  inErmity  d  moral 
purpose,  sinful  flexibility  of  principle  —  in  a  word,  what  soulnitifitng 
has  lx*en  the  result  of  thus  putting  uian  in  the  place  of  (aod!  .  .  . 

The  nearer  society  approachtrs  to  divine  order,  the  less  arparatioa 
will  there  be  in  the  characterH,  duties,  and  pursuits  of  men  and 
Women  will  not  become  li*ss  gentle  and  graceful,  but  men  will 
more  so.  Women  will  not  neglect  the  care  and  educati«in  of  their 
children,  but  men  will  f]n<l  themselves  eimobled  and  refined  bv  ahar- 

m 

ing  tliosi*  duties  with  them;  and  will  receive,  in  turn,  cooperatioa  and 
sympathy  in  the  discharge  of  various  other  duties  now  deemed  in- 
appn>priate  to  women.  The  more  women  become  rational  com- 
pHiiions,  {mrtners,  in  business  and  in  thought,  as  well  as  in  alFcctioa 
and  amusement,  the  more  highly  will  men  appreciate  Aom^  ^that 
blt>ss<*(l  word  which  o|>ens  to  the  human  heart  the  most  perfect  glimptc 
of  II<>aven.  and  helps  to  carry  it  thither,  as  on  an  angel's  wingi.  .  .  . 

The  c*onvi<*ti()n  that  woman's  present  fMJsition  in  society  is  a  false 
one.  and  tlic*rt*fore  reacts  disa.strously  on  the  happiness  and  improve- 
nu-nt  of  man.  is  pn^ssiiig  by  slow  d<'gret*s  on  the  common 
iiess,  through  all  the  <ibstuc'h*s  of  bigotr\'.  sensuality,  and 
A.s  man  appnmch(*s  t<»  the  Iniest  life,  he  will  fiereeive  more  nnd 
that  then'  is  no  separation  or  disconl  in  lhi>ir  mutual  duties.  11^ 
will  Im'  one:  but  it  will  Ih*  tts  atfection  and  thought  are  one;  the  trrble 
and  l>a>.>  «>f  the  same  hariiit>ni<»us  tune.    (HN)) 

Portic  tril)utos  to  Throdosia.  as  well  as  to  her 
fatluT,  haw  l)erii  iiunieroiis.  The  following  letter* 
and  the  apfH^ndrd  pnrti(*  seU*(*tions^  are  from  the  pen 
of  a  profrs.^or  of  philosophy  at  I'rinceton  Univer- 
sity, from  whirh  iii.stitution  of  U'ariiing  Aaron  Burr 
was  ^radiiat(*d  in  177*2. 

I)i:rAHTMI.\T  OK    PlIII^t^OI'lIY. 

Fm Nc i7n>N  I'm v hits i-n . 

pKi\r»nt>N«  N.  J..  Dec.  18,  1906 
Dt'ar  Sir: 

I  siiirrrcly  n*gn-t  that  y«)ur  fornirr  let  tor,  for  Aonie  rrmsaD,  did  not 
ronir  to  uiv  nuticv.  Vou  »n-  at  lilK'rtv  to  unc  anv  Bdectiom  ffhMB 
thr  Hurr  {mmmun  that  may  Ik-  suitable  to  your  puqiose.      I  an  yftty 


■'Ii   Mlll.T   «H„ll.,„cl, 
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much  iRlM«al«<)  in  Rurr  and  think  you  &k  doing  gnofl  HTrK«  in 
brinfring  mil  the  favorable  sidi-  of  hU  lift-  and  rhBra<^er  I  n|>(Vt 
uome  at  tlicte  liiuM  to  publiNh  tbf  Bilir  [loetiu.  of  which  I  tiara 
four,  in  cH>nnrrtion  with  tomr  vprsc  im  filli«r  •ubjrrt*.  I  think  fuu 
h«vr  «  sfilendid  Ihruu-  in  llit-uddaia  nnd  look  forward  with  great 
iatcnat  to  tbt  appniruicr  of  your  book 

Youn  twy  nacmtj. 

ALEXANDm  T.  Okhomd. 

THE0D08IA' 

8h<*  nrrcr  ramc  to  blrM  thai  waiting  heart, 

Wlio  in  hrr  childhood  yr«ra  the  pridr  had  bnm 

Anil  joy  and  noUcp  of  a  father'*  lifp, 

SincT  that  dark  hour  when  death  his  hon)#  dnpotW 

Of  its  ili-ar  idol  and  a  void  had  l>^t 

In  that  fond  brraul  wliurr  thr  hail  Imm  nuhrionl 

Of  liM  htr  mounted  the  maid  thr  imaKr  burr: 

So.  like  a  vinr  the  father-love  rntwinrd 

Her  and  K'^"'  ■tronf;.     Ilrni  was  the  liMilance 

(H  mother -iKWuty  oild  sweet  i^imlitim  of  tirart 

llluminnl  with  the  fnlhrr's  aubtilc  fiift 

Of  iuteliecl  and  that  ct>nipelLu|{  art 

That  made  him  *uch  a  prints  of  men. 

And  tbui 
To  womanhood  xhe  grew  a  fair  young  (iu<«n. 
Who  by  hrr  graciouRnnw  all  hearts  subdunl. 
And  held  them  ehained  by  hi-r  enthralling  chanD. 
No  marvel  then,  hiti  idol  she  btvame 
Who'd  watched  the  budding  of  her  lovelinm 
And  foiintl  hrr  perfect  in  both  mind  and  gnoe; 
While  hiui  tihe  with  a  dfln)Hit<''*l<»'e  n^md, 
'Ilml  frcknl  not  of  the  ill  laid  to  bin  ehargr, 
Bui  of  hi»  hi^li-bri'd  gcnlleneM  and  the  Iut« 
He  bare  for  her. 

Their  liven  Ihiu  swwtly  bbnt 
I'nlil  thai  day  a  lover  won  her  boart 
Anil  b"jre  her  to  a  iliitani  Sogtheni  dime, 

'  Cofifrif-lil.  mU.  by  Alcunda  T.  Onooad. 
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Where,  as  the  honored  mistreas  of  his  hoiiie» 
Among  her  social  peers  she  peerless  moved. 
Blest  with  the  love  of  husbuid  and  that  sod 
Whom  God  had  given  her  to  satisfy 
The  tender  longings  of  a  mother's  heart. 

So  sped  the  years,  nor  di<l  the  present  ties 
Supplant  the  old.     I'he  flame  of  daughter-love 
Bumni  bright  as  erst  and  her  sweet  loyalty 
Was  a  pure  fire  untouched  by  e\'il  breath: 
Her  father's  aims,  whatever  the  world  might  say. 
To  her  were  high  and  pure. 

And  so  she  gave 
A  true  heart's  fealtv  and  a  woman's  craft 

m 

To  further  hi.s  draigns,  dazzled,  mayhap, 

Bv  the  rich  stake  fur  which  his  subtile  mind 

S<i  dc*eply  played;  an  empire  in  the  South. 

Where  .nhe,  in  regal  splendor  by  his  side. 

The  sceptre  of  a  gracious  realm  should  wi^; 

But  without  stain.     Her  nature  stood  apart 

From  evil.     In  h<T  eyes  her  fatwl  sire, 

Wliom  men  with  dark  conspiracy  hail  charged 

Against  the  public  weal,  couhl  do  no  wnmg. 

And  eVn  when  fanit'  him  such  despite  hail  brought. 

And  sMiirchc*<I  his  name  with  infamy  so  deep. 

That  all  men  left  him  or  iNfanic  his  fm-s. 

And  his  liinc  head  the  fateful  mark  became 

Of  c\f-cniti(»n  and  of  ram^orous  ha(«*. 

Mon*  nithlc*ss  far  than  c'(*n  the  darkest  deeds 

Of  which  he  sUmhI  Ix'fon*  the  world  accused; 

With  all  the  sln»ngth  of  s<*lf-forgi*tting  love. 

To  him  in  his  disgraci*  the  daugliter  clung. 

Am!  sought  with  all  lier  woman's  art  to  shield 

llini  from  the  blast  and  Mtlacv  to  him  bring 

.'\niid  the  worse  than  wnx'kage  of  his  hopes. 

The  years  went  bv,  but  did  nc»t  lift  the  curse 
'I'hat  restt'vl  like  a  blight  on  all  his  dee«ls 
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And  all  Ui  deftrati  efforts  bioiig^  to  nam^ 

And  though  hii  sun  of  hope  and  graoe  had  set 

And  Opportunity  had  bamd  its  gales. 

While  struggle  as  he  might,  his  deeds  came  hack 

Like  evil  birds  to  plague  their  author's  head. 

E'en  then  pride  rose  superior  to  de^wir 

And  hope  caught  resolution  from  defeat. 

And  fiiuiing  all  the  doors  against  him  dosed 

The  sea  he  crossed,  the  wisard  power  to  diarm 

Of  Europe's  master  genius,  in  ^  cause. 

But  fate,  relentless,  dogged  and  qxaled  his  plans. 

And  flung  him  back  a  brc^en  man  whose  hopes 

Were  ashes,  but  whose  heart,  still  undismayed. 

Against  the  odds  of  life  fought  stoutly  on 

And  sought,  though  poor  and  in  disgrace,  lo  build 

Anew  the  broken  fragments  of  his  dream. 

Through  all  this  bitter  time  the  daughter's  love 

Failed  not  nor  wavered,  but  a  steadfast  flame 

It  shone  the  brightest  in  that  darkest  hour 

When  all  men  thought  him  fouled  with  treason's  stain; 

So  when  the  mother-love  had  been  bereft 

And  the  bright  promise  of  a  budding  youth 

Brought  to  untimely  end;  in  its  dire  loss 

The  childless  heart  yearned  for  the  kmdy  one. 

Who,  but  for  her,  had  none  to  smooth  his  way 

Or  mitigate  the  harshness  of  his  lot. 

llien  from  a  Southern  port  set  sail,  she  braved 

The  grisly  horrors  of  an  unknown  sea. 

Stilling  the  terrors  of  her  woman's  heart 

With  thoughts  of  that  lone  watcher  in  the  East; 

But  the  ill-fati^  hark  that  lx>re  her  forth 

W&s  Irjst,  and  whether  shipwrecked  by  the  storm 

It  sank:  or,  victim  of  more  cruel  fate, 

Wa.s  takt^n  hy  some  munlerous  pirate  craft. 

Will  neVr  U*  known,  though  horror  freese  the  blood 

And  \ni\se  htand  still  before  the  mystery 

That  hide:*,  mayluip  in  mercy,  from  our  eyes 


448  TIIEODOSIA 

A  vision  that  no  mortal  heart  could  bear. 
Whatever  the  truth  may  be,  that  fated  ship 
That  out  to  sea  such  precious  treasure  bore, 
Ne*er  to  that  watcher  on  the  pier  brought  bade 
The  one  dear  object  of  his  loveless  heart. 

EP11XX;UE 

The  winds  come  hurling  up  the  bay. 
On  foaming  cn*sts  of  white-capped  wave, 
'^llie  ice  ennmiis  the  .snow-blanched  hills. 
While  niund  the  piers  the  river  craft 
Move  in  tlie  busv  wavs  of  trade. 
One  silent  watrh«T  heeds  them  not. 
Nor  shrinks  from  winter  s  austere  bUsts. 
His  eves  intent  the  di.stant  sail 
On  far  horizon  to  ciesorv. 
Ixmg  has  he  waiter]  and  the  hope 
Has  all  but  di(*d  within  his  breast. 
But  in  <it*spair  he  clings  to  hope 
And  still  maintains  his  lonelv  watch. 
Ami  still  his  heart  leaps  in  his  breast 
And  oVr  the  waves  n  far  off  sail 
ApfM*ars  as  t^onvoy  <»f  some  ship: 
To  Ix*  cni^lu-fl  Imrk  in  mute  des|)air» 
When  for  «me  faci*  he  .scvks  in  vain. 

She  nt'ver  com<»s,  hut  tlien'  he  stands, 
Thi'  martyr  nf  ii  hii{M'lr>s  grief. 
\  vifliin  of  fate's  tl(V|M-st  seom: 
Thi*  m(»st  patlietic  form  the  scnill 
Of  tinw*  n'veals:  that  takes  our  ruth 
Kv  storm  and  dniwns  in  iMtv\  flood 
.Ml  the  har>h  jurlgments  that  we  men 
An*  prone  to  in  our  ctKiler  hour^t. 
Fnr  men  mav  snv  'twas  Nemesis 
That  wrung  thi>  |Nitient  wiitf-her's  heart: 
.Vml  in  the  play  «)f  rin-nnistance 
That  til  met  i  his  nobleness  to  whips 
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Of  tortiife»  nought  bat  eren  hand 
Of  justioe  maj  thej  tee: 

Andjet 
lliere  is  a  doom  thai  goea  beToiid 
The  icale  of  merit  and  makea  men 
The  sport  of  fate  so  hard,  that  we 
Relent  and  in  oqt  gentler  moods 
Find  in  their  anguish  what  atones 
For  mudi  of  ill  they  maj  have  done. 
And  this  lone  watcher  on  the  pier* 
WhaieVr  of  wrong  he  maj  have  wroo^it. 
Has  suffered  so  beyond  the  lot 
Of  man;  we  can  but  let  the  thou^ 
Of  all  the  anguish  he  has  borne 
And  the  deep  pathos  of  his  Kfe 
Plead  for  a  judgment  on  his  deeds 
That's  tempered  by  the  pitying  mind.     (101) 

ThcodoAia  Burr  was,  as  has  been  said  of  the  daughter  of  another 
«nin<*nt  statesman,  with  whom  Aaron  Burr  was  closely  identified* 
"the  .Houl  ()f  her  father's  soul.**  If  we  would  know  the  better  part 
()f  a  man  who  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  characters  of  his  age» 
we  miiMt  know  Theodosia,  through  whom,  perhaps,  his  name«  whicll 
all  the  Miibtlety  of  his  soul  was  bent  on  immortalising,  may  live  to  a 
l)etter  fame  in  the  centunes  to  come  than  has  attended  it  through  the 
yearn  of  that  in  which  he  lived.  Tnder  the  inspiration  of  her  praa- 
en(*<\  lx)th  tier  fatlier  and  huMhand  rose  to  lofty  pinnacles  in  the  politi- 
oil  arena  of  their  count n*.  Her  father,  on  the  eve  of  her  marriage, 
sUhhI  at  the  vcr>'  portalM  of  the  (*hief  Magistracy.  In  less  than  ten 
yvsLTs  <if  jM>litical  life  he  had  so  pnigresscd  that  the  election  of  1800 
result(*d  in  a  tie  vote  for  the  Presidencv  between  Aaron  Burr  and 
Thomas  Jefferson.  .  .  .  From  the  moment  Theodosia  linked  her  life 
with  another^,  an<l  thus,  in  a  measure,  ceased  to  be  a  part  of  his,  the 
n'tni^^sjvc  jM'HfMl  of  Aanin  Burr's  life  began.  To  her  husband 
ihe  rarrif^tl  that  sain<*  inspinnf^  influence  which  she  had  wielded  over 
her  fathiT.  She  pive  an  im|>etu.H  to  his  luxuriant  and  aimless  exist- 
«*n(*e.  and  at  the  time  of  the  tragedy  which  ended  her  twenty-nine 
yrars  of  Hfc.  he  wan  oc^cupying  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  his  state. 
Ilrr  life  was  chiscly  allied  not  only  with  the  private  interests,  but  with 
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the  |)olitical  ambitions  of  both.  Iler  father  rarely  dined,  either  amoof 
friends  or  strang(*n,  that  her  health  was  not  drunk,  lie  made  her  knf i«ii 
to  even'body,  and  during  his  travels  in  Kuro|M*  so  interested  Jerrmi 
Bentham  and  other  writers  in  her.  that  thev  .sent  her  sets  of  their  bnnL« 

At  a  time  when  woman  was  n*ganled  rather  as  the  conijtaniciD  U 
a  man*s  heart  than  as  his  intellectual  mate,  "the  soft  green  of  the  ««iui 
on  which  we  rest  our  eyes  that  an*  fatiguctl  with  beholding  nior* 
ghiring  obji*<'ts,**  TliciMlosia  Burr*s  mental  faculties  were  so  lievcIit^H^i 
and  trained  as  to  fit  her  for  the  most  complete  and  sympathetic  unn-r. 
with  luT  father.  hu.sbaii<l,  and  .son.  .  .  .  The(Mioriia*.s  life  i.<«  an  ^ 
den(H*  of  how  exultiil  was  her  hive,  when,  with  all  tlie  world  api::.*' 
him,  >hv  was  yet  proud  to  lx>  hi^  daughter.  .  .  . 

From  her  <'l<>se  a.ss(M*iation  with  her  mother  under  such  rimin- 
staiiccs  (during  her  mother's  illness)  her  n*c(*ptive  mind  ^lecanir  .r: 
l>ue<l  with  the  Ix-auties  of  the  Christian  philosophy,  which  her  father 
though  a  grandson  of  Jonathan  F<<lwanls,  and  son  of  th«*  l\v\.  .Va*"-* 
Burr,  founder  and  first  Frcsitient  of  Princeton  College,  had  ni»t  in<  lu'>. 
in  the  c«mrsi'  «if  studies  so  exaclingly  niarkcHl  out  for  her.   .  .   . 

After  her  ni«ither  s  death.  Burr,  who  had  a  prtifoumi  admirat.'r 
for  the  language,  literatim*,  and  pi'ople  of  France,  con.signe«i  her  to  i 
F'n'n<-li  g<iverne>s.  She  aci|uiml  a  (-omplete  mastery  of  that  t<»n|r-' 
and  the  fluency  with  which  she  .spoke  it  adde<l  much  to  the  sr^^ 
With  wliieh  she  pn'^ideil  over  her  father's  home,  for  Burr  fpnjurr.*.:' 
entertaineil  F'n'uchmen.  I^iuis  l*liilip|N'.  Jcnime  Bonajiarte.  TaJl^ 
rant  I.  aiid  Volney  were  all  at  various  tini(*s  his  guests  at  Richniiw: 
Mill.  ... 

She  had  nnich  of  her  mother's  self-poise  and  elegance  of  manner 
toj^tther  with  her  father's  dignity  atid  wit.  When  she  rt*ai*hr«l  mi 
tnritx.  thiinijh  short  in  stature  like  her  father's  familv.  «*he  ramr: 
herself  With  a  rioMi*  ijit^nitv.  which,  with  a  c(*rtain  loftv  lM.'ne\i4est'? 
I  if  eiiiinteiiaiiee.  the  n-fiheiiient  of  her  featun*s.  the  frank  intellisrrrr 
lif  liiT  lipiu.  the  healthful  liliN>ni  of  her  complexion  niaile  her  ^rocu- 
larlv  Im  Jill  I  i  fill.    .    .    . 

IliT  life  was  full  of  happiness  Ht  this  time,  with  Hamilton *»  w-.'f 
and  ilaii^jliters  among  Iht  frieiuU.  her  father  one  of  the  Prrsid«T.t-Ai 
p(is<.|hi|rtir^.  iiml  ^he  enj«>\ing  nineli  of  his  MM*iety.  a<*com|iAnving  Lb 
fr<-i|iii-Titl\  to  Allianv  on  horsrliaek  and  vi.siting  in  the  nei^burbiM^ 
\\\\\\r  lie  transaeteil  his  huMiicNs  at  the  capital.  (To  the  end  >i 
ISCHI.)    .    .    . 
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"I  find  thai  Luther  Ifartin*!  idobtmit  adndimliai  cflfn.  Abton.'* 
role  Blcnncrhmfft,  **b  atanoil  at  niceMJire  at  mj  oim.  but  far 
ore  beneficial  to  hit  intereata  an  injurioiia  to  hia  jinlgment,  aa  it  ia 
e  medium  of  bia  blind  attarhmi  ;  to  her  lather*  whoae  aecreta  and 
ewB,  past,  present,  and  to  come*  ia  and  wiahea  to  ranain  ignofaal 
.  Nor  can  he  see  a  apeck  in  thi  character  of  Ablon.  for  the  beat  of 
I  reaaooa  with  him  —  namely*  that  Alston  baa  auch  a  wife.**    (lOt) 

To  Tbbooosu 

Bdoved  child  no  more  to  ahare 
An  earthly  father's  tender  care* 
You  fly  above  with  wingM  feel 
And  kneel  before  the  judgment  aeat 

Your  earthly  record  in  The  Book 
An  angel  scans  with  pleasM  look* 
And  to  the  Judge's  eager  sight 
Pres»enU  a  page,  unsullied,  white. 

No  time  to  pass  in  penitence 
Or  its  itH|uired  recompense. 
Through  azure  seas  with  stars  bedight 
Once  more  you  take  your  angel  flight 

You  find  a  place  of  perfect  bliss, 
A  world  much  better,  yet  like  this* 
In  which  those  beings  who  below 
No  physical  delights  did  know. 

Here  find  those  joys  so  long  concealed, 
T«i  their  ecstatic  gaze  rp%'ealed: 
AtkI  thtkse  who  j>leaMure  sought,  but  failed. 
Hen*  rin<l  their  stMi.nes  all  regaled. 

Not  lonp  you  stay,  hut  onwanl  fly. 
Your  soul  a  higher  field  would  try; 
And  >pi ritual  and  mental  joy 
Your  ever}-  moment  now  employ. 
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There's  nothing  lost  in  life,  you  find* 
The  mental  work  of  man  confined 
In  one  vast  library  appears. 
The  fruitage  of  six  thousand  yi 


You  onward  fly,  the  spark  divine 
In  higher  sphere  is  formed  to  shine, 
*l^il  thou  |H'rfection*s  Heaven  dost  see: 
Thou*rt  safe  at  last,  but  lost  to  me.     (103) 

**  Wlio  is  she  that  winneth  the  heart  of  man,  that  subdueth  to  kyre. 
and  m^eth  in  his  breast  ? 

"I>(),  yiindcT  she  walketh  in  maiden  sweetness,  with  innocrocT  :c 
her  inintl  and  iiKMlesty  on  her  cheek.  Her  hand  seeketh  emplo^mfci. 
liiT  f<M>t  f It'll ^htcth  not  in  gadding  abroad.  She  is  clothed  with  ors:' 
ness  —  she  is  fi*d  with  teni|M*rance  —  humility  and  meekness  air  a»  a 
cniwii.  ('in -ling  Ikt  head.  On  her  tongue  dwelleth  music,  the  sveri- 
iK^ss  (if  lioiitir  flows  fnim  her  li|M.  Decency  is  in  all  her  words,  in  her 
answer  an*  iniltliH'ss  und  tnith.  Submission  and  obedience  ate  the 
li'ssuiis  of  Ikt  life.  aii«l  [M'ace  and  happiness  are  her  reward.  Bcfoir 
Imt  step  walketh  Pnulenre.  and  Virtue  attendeth  at  her  right  hand 
ller  t'vts  s(M'ak(*tli  softness  and  love,  but  Discretion  with  a  scrpirr 
scttftli  on  hor  bn>w.  The  tongue  of  the  licentious  is  dumb  in  hrf 
pn-s(Mi(i*.  \]w  awe  of  hc*r  virtue  kee|N*th  him  silent.  When  •^^mwImI  « 
biiNV,  antl  t)ii>  fame  of  her  neighlMir  is  tossed  from  tongue  to  toQ|pr. 
cliaritv  arnl  ^mhI  natiin*  o|>fn  not  Ikt  mouth,  the  finger  of  silmcr 
n'*«tctli  on  Imt  \\p^.  ller  l)n'a.st  is  the  mansion  of  goodnew.  sfti 
tlhTi-fiin-  hIii*  •.us}Hft('tli  no  evil  in  others.  Happy  the  man  that  dul 
nniki'  her  liii  wife,  happy  the  <-hiI(l  that  shall  call  her  mother.  1^ 
[in-^iiilfth  in  the  hoii<«e.  and  then'  is  |N'ace.  She  commandcih  witk 
jiH  1^)11  lit  an<I  i-«  o)N*ye<l.  She  ariseth  in  the  morning,  she  conndrrrtk 
her  atrair«  an<l  appointeth  unto  ever^'one  their  proper  busincM.  Thr 
ean-  of  litT  family  is  her  whi>le  delight:  to  that  alone  she  appficth  kr 
>tuil\.  and  elegant-e  ami  fnigality  are  seen  in  her  mansion.  The  pf*- 
drru-e  of  her  nianap'nient  is  honor  to  her  husband,  and  he 
her  praJM*  with  si><  n't  delight.  She  infomieth  the  minds  of  her 
iln'i)  with  \0^iliini.  >lie  fa.'«liioneth  their  manners  after  the  cxamplrrf 
lit  r  oun  tT'XMhirs^.  The  wonl  of  Ikt  mouth  is  the  law  of  their 
The  motion  of  her  eve  commandeth  obedience.     She  smakctk! 


Pi 
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Her  wnrants  fly.  She  pointeUi!  and  the  thing  b  done;  for  the  bw  of 
love  ia  in  their  hevti,  and  her  kindneii  addeth  winp  to  their  feet 
[n  proeperity  she  iinot  puffed  up,  in  advcnatj  fhe  healetfi  the  woondt 
jf  fortune  with  patience.  The  troublet  of  her  hmband  are  aDeriaied 
i>y  her  counBels,  and  sweetened  by  her  endearments;  he  putteth  his 
Heart  in  her  bosom  and  reoeiveth  comfort.**    (104) 

Her  tender,  loyal  devotion  to  her  father  was  most  admirable.  Not 
ler  love  for  her  husband,  not  the  joys  and  hopes,  cares  and  sorrows  of 
natemity  could  supersede  or  weaken  it  She  was  always  the  dau|^ter. 
rheodo8ia*8  habits  of  life  were,  so  I  have  heard  my  mother  say,  much 
ike  those  of  Mrs.  Kemble.  She  was  a  famous  walker  and  skater, 
ind  accompanied  her  father  on  shooting  and  fishing  excursions.  As 
I  horsewonian  she  was  unsurpassed,  and,  on  her  visist  to  her  New 
England  friendi,  sometimes  astonished  their  quiet  neighbors  by  riding 
>vcr  the  country,  taking  walls  and  ditches  in  flying  leaps.  Yet  she 
»'as,  in  th(*  Ix'Mt  sensie  of  the  word,  feminine  and  essentially  a  lady. 

Mrs.  Lip|)in(*ott  Mieved  the  **  pirate's  story/' 

llu'  few  j>asM*ngerM.  he  said,  and  such  of  the  crew  as  were  disin- 
:*lincHl  t(i  enlist  un<ier  their  black  banner,  they  compelled  to  "walk 
:ho  plank.**  Among  the  passengers  was  one  lady,  who  remonstrated 
igainst  having  her  hands  bound  and  being  blindfolded,  promising  to 
nakc  no  resistance.  So  they  let  her  have  her  way,  and  she  stepped 
{uictly  onto  the  plank  and,  with  eyes  wide  open,  walked  off  into 
he  M*a.  I  have  alwa\*s  believed  that  the  woman  who  met  her  fate 
n  t}iiH  grand  Roman  way  was  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Burr,  Theodosia 
VUtnn.     (10r») 

In  this  l>rilliant  man*s  entire  character  there  is  one  redeeming 
'<'atun*  —  he  lovcni  his  only  child,  the  beautiful  and  accomplished 
riifMMiosia.  with  a  love  and  devotion  rarely  equalled  and  never  ex- 
t'll<>il.  Whutrver  <if  heart  he  jiossessetl,  he  lavished  upon  her;  his 
*art\  hin  solicitude,  his  lalM>r  for  her  was  enthusiastic  and  unceasing, 
in<l  sh«*  repaid  him  in  S<Tiptiire  measure  —  ** heaped  up,  pressed  down, 
ind  ninnirif;  over.*'  In  the  midst  c^  his  misfortunes,  in  the  depths 
if  his  i^ioniiiiy.  when  the  rest  of  his  ct>untr}*nien  were  clamoring  for 
fii^  hl«MMl.  shr  writfH  him  daily,  and  alwa\*s  bidding  him  to  be  of  good 
[  h«-<T.  wlide  .she  is  ha^stening  to  his  beloved  presence  to  stand  side  by 
Hi<le  with  him  in  the  prisoner*s  dock  and  share  his  quarters  in  the 
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Hiclimond  penitentiary.  .  .  .  Theodo8ia*8  illiutrioiu  knre  for  hrr 
father  overtops  them  all,  and  half  redeems  his  fame,  for  it  ttaiids  to 
reason,  and  to  nature,  that  there  must  have  been  something  in  a  niaa 
who  could  inspire  such  deathless  affection  in  a  heart  so  pan  aa  hrrt 
She  died  at  last  in  an  effort  and  on  a  voyage  to  once  more  claip  him  to 
her  faithful  breast.  Her  death,  awful  in  its  mystery^  intponSbk  to 
think  iif  even  now  without  u  shudder!  .  .  . 

If  this  inan*s  sins  Ih*  as  scarlet  —  if  in  the  forum  of  justiee  or  a! 
tlie  bar  (if  [>ublic  opinion,  any  plea  i*an  be  urged  for  this  iDiistfioQi 
culprit,  what  father,  (liorou^hly  in  love  with  an  only  dan^lter.  v:I) 
not  think  more  kindly  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  will  not  feel  like  thiovin^ 
a  Hc»w(T  upon  that  lonely  ^ave?     (106) 

'rheo<lnsia  was  a  nearly  complete  realization  of  her  father's  ideal  d  a 
woman.     With  a  pri'at  deal  of  wit,  spirit,  and  talent,  and  pomtming 
the  elf  pint  vivacity  of  manner  which  he  so  much  admired,  and  a  facr 
strikingly   beautiful,   and   .strikingly  jiecnliar,  she  also  inhetited  ail 
that  a  (lau^littT  ciiuld  inherit  of  her  father's  courage  and  fcvtitndf 
In  both  solid  an«l  elepmt  accom[)lishmenLs  she  was  far  supeiior  l9 
the  lailii's  of  her  time.     After  shining  in  the  circles  of  New  Ycvk.  ihr 
li*d  thr  MK'irty  of  South  (\irolina.  until  the  time  of  her  father's  m»- 
fortunc«i.  uh«'ii  >lir  >han*<l  his  <»stracisni  in  l>oth  places,  and  was  prood 
to  sliart'  it.     Ilcr  hive  for  her  father  was  more  like  passion  than  filai 
airi'<-tioi).     IlfT  faith  in  his  honor  and  in  his  worth  was  ahaolnle  sue 
cntirt*.     Iiniiuivabic  in  that  faith,  .she  could  chet*rfully  hnve  faianvS 
till*  M-iir[i.  till'  «l«Ti>ion  of  a  world.     She  would  have  left  all  to  foOo" 
him.     Shi*  woujil  liavt*  n'nounctMl  licr  husband,  if  her  husband  hsi: 
faltrn-d  i[i  his  (iiity  to  a  father-in-law  whose  fault,  whatercr  it  vai^ 
hi*  liad  *>han>4l.     No  fatlirr  cvrr  mon*  hu'tii  a  child,  nor  move  labon- 
oil  sly  proviij  his  |i)\  I*,  than  .V:iri>n  iiiirr.     No  child  e\'er  npaid  a  father* 
can*  and  tendi-nii-ss  witli  a  lovf  [iiore  i-onstant  and  devoted  than  IVi^ 
(losia.     That  sui-li  a  wnmnn  conM  so  rntin^ly  love  and  belierv  in  km- 
was  thi-  fact  \\hir)i  tirst  IimI  thf  writer  of  thi*se  lines  to  suspect  dttt  tW 
.\;iriiii  Miirr  who  artiiiilly  liviil  and  walk«'<d  these  streela  must  ki^ 
l)i-iii  a  MTV  difTiTt'nt  JH'iii^  indeeil  from  the  .\amn  Burr  of  the  popakr 
iniii^'inatiiin.     0(17) 


If II-  )iistiir\   of  4'Vt'ry  nation  is  frauf^ht  with  romantic  ii 
Kn-jhuid  has  tlu<  storv  of  her  Alfreil:  S(*ot]and  uf  her  WaDacr.  ktf 
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Bnice.  her  Maij*  and  her  Charles  Stuart;  Irriand  her  Fitigenkl; 
Fimnce  her  Blan  with  the  Iron  liaik,  aad  Marie  Antoinette;  Floland 
her  Thaddeue,  and  Ruaiia  her  Siberian  enlei.  But  we  reij  nmA 
doubt  whether  any  exceed  in  inteieat  the  angularly  timchii^  atoij  cf 
Aaron  Burr  and  his  highly  aooomplishedt  his  beautiful  and  devoted 
daughter,  Theodoiia.  .  .  .  She  was  the  wife  of  Governor  Abton  cf 
South  Carolina.  She  was  married  young,  and  iriiile  her  father  was 
near  the  senith  of  his  fame.  She  was  beautiful  and  aooompfished,  a 
lady  of  the  finest  feehngi.  an  elegant  writer,  a  devoted  wife,  a  fond 
mother  and  a  most  dutiful  and  loving  dau|^ter,  who  dung  with  re> 
doubled  affection  to  the  fortunes  of  her  father,  as  the  clouds  cf  ad- 
versity gathered  around  him,  and  he  was  deserted  by  the  friends 
whom  he  had  formeriy  dierished.  The  first  duty  Burr  perfonned 
after  his  arrival  here  was  to  acquaint  Bin.  Alston  of  his  retam.  She 
immediately  wrote  back  to  him  that  she  was  coming  to  see  him,  and 
would  meet  him  in  a  few  weeks  in  New  York.  This  letter  was  coiichcd 
in  the  most  affectionate  terms,  and  is  another  evidence  of  the  purity 
and  {)ower  of  woman's  love.       (108) 

At  the  a^*  of  17  she  was  married  to  Joseph  Alston,  of  South  Caro> 
liiia.  At  this  time  she  was  cx>nflidered  as  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
voting  la<]ies  of  the  age.  She  was  not  only  well  acquainted  with  the 
HaAsies,  but  also  with  the  mociem  languages.  Tliis  extent  of  educa- 
tion waM  uncommon  in  her  time;  female  education  has  been  on  the 
advance  over  since.  She  was  considered  as  a  prodigy  among  the  youqg 
la(li<*s  of  that  age.  Not  only  the  mental  faculties  of  the  dau|^ter  were 
rart*fully  cultivated  by  the  father,  but  a  moral  and  physical  discipline 
was  cnforci*d  that  nerved  her  for  ail  the  accidents  of  life.  She  was 
taught  (•<iqM>n^l  and  moral  braven\  in  the  same  lesson.  Though 
Miuill  and  d(>li<*at(*  in  h<T  person,  she  had  the  spirit  of  a  Roman  matron. 
In  South  ('an>lina  she  wa.*t  at  the  hea<l  of  fashion,  and  sustained  her- 
S4'lf  witl)  ^rcat  dignity,  without  hauteur,  caprice,  or  vanity.  She  was 
(•<in<iidf*nil  as  a  ukmIH  amonf^  her  c^fHrntn-women  in  that  section  of  the 
( fiinitn  oil  )mt  first  arrivHl.  and  the  matron  fulfilled  the  promise  of 

\\hatcvir  anihitions  .Vanm  Burr  mav  have  had,  the  love  of  the 
fjtth«T  M-ffiis  to  have  Imvm  ca|>able  of  transcending  them  all  in  priority 
of  iiitrn-Nt  III-  had  hi**  own  ideal  of  wcHuanhood,  and  he  devoted 
liiriix-lf  to  irifoniiiii^  Iht  mind  and  training  her  character  in  accordance 
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with  that  ideal.  It  ao  followed  that  at  an  age  when  other  little  prfa 
arc  concerned  almost  wholly  with  the  welfare  of  their  dolls,  Theodora 
had  been  taught,  in  her  tenth  year,  to  read  Horace  and  Terence  in  the 
original  I^tin.  She  moreover  spoke  French  with  remarkable  giaor, 
and  was  an  apt  pupil  in  Greek.  Burr  constituted  himself  her  chief 
tutor.  He  was  careful  not  to  neglect  her  phy.sical  educaticHi.  and  she 
grew  up  with  e\*er>'  wholesome  feminine  chaim  encouraged.  It  was 
not  considered  prudent  in  that  age  to  foster  independence  of  thought 
and  self-reliance  in  girls,  but  Burr  was  assiduous  in  inatiUing  into 
Theodosia  the  utmost  freedom  of  intellectual  view.     (110) 

Judging,  then,  by  the  result  of  this  first  ballot,  it  is  only  fair  to 
assume  that  under  the  existing  regulations,  the  name  of  no  woman 
will,  at  any  time,  be  inscnl)ed  in  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  paneh 
provided  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  for  great  Americans.'  Yet  it  would  br 
well  if  at  least  a  single  place  wen*  reserved  among  the  Immortali  for 
the  name  of  one  exaltni  represt*ntative  of  American  womanhood. 

The  I^dy  with  the  Lamp  shall  stand. 
In  the  great  history*  of  the  land. 

The  noble  tyjie  of  good, 

Heroic  Womanhood! 

LoNonxLow.    (Ill) 

We  have  one  little  glimpse  of  Tlieodosia  in  her  happy  daya,  in  the 
recently  published  life  of  lulward  I J  Kingston,  who  was  Mayor  of  New 
York  during  jmrt  of  the  Vice-presidency  of  Aaron  Burr.  The  facc^ 
tious  magi>trate.  we  an*  loltl,  had  the  plea.sure  of  escorting  TheodoM 
on  a  vi.sit  to  a  Fn'ncli  frigate  lying  in  the  harbor,  perhaps  one  of  the 
vcsM'bi  that  aftem-anls  fin*<l  minute  guns  on  the  day  of  Hamillon  § 
fiiiieral.  On  the  way,  Mr.  IJvingston,  an  inveterate  punster,  ci- 
rlaimeil:  "Now.  Thi-oijosia.  you  must  bring  none  of  your  sparks  oa 
iMiani.     'rh(*y  have  a  iiiaga/.iiic,  ami  we  should  all  be  blown  up!** 

'Hie  ciirtaiii  (Imps  on  tlif  gsiy  party  and  the  bright  scene.  Thco- 
dosia's  uncloudcv]  days  wen*  nearly  .s|M*nt.  'lliis  was  one  of  the  bsl  of 
thnn.     (Ili) 

Talleyrand.  Volncy.  Ix>uiH  Philippe,  and  others  were  hia 
in  liis  family  they  <*njoytil  the  satisfaction  of  meeting 

'  Til*'    iminrs    of   Maria    Mitchell,    Emma   WillanL   and    Maiy    I^M 

wen*  atJ<Ji<tl  in  1907. 
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could  ooDTCfw  in  thdr  oim  tongue,  thus  idMviiig  thdOk  tnm  the 
awkwftrdnett  of  broken  Eng^sh,  and  making  dieBi  feel  mora  oom- 
pletely  at  home.  The  little  Theodosia  became  the  pet  of  the  man 
who  afterwards,  as  the  minister  of  Napoleon,  swajed  the  dertiniei  of 
the  world.  Vobey  forgot  to  meditate  upon  the  ruins  of  empires* 
when  he  twined  her  silken  tresses  around  his  finger;  and  Louis  Philippe 
ceased  to  sigh  over  the  ruined  fortunes  of  his  family,  or  to  pant  for 
the  throne  he  was  destined  to  fill,  when  she  climbed  with  childish 
familiarity  upon  his  knee  and  her  joyous  smile  fell  Eke  a  sunbeam 
upon  him.     (118) 

Theodosia's  presence  at  Richmond  was  of  more  value  to  her  father 
than  the  ablest  of  his  counsel.  Everyone  appears  to  have  loved,  ad- 
mired, and  sympathized  with  her.  **You  can't  think,**  wrote  Mil. 
Blcnncrhassett,  **with  what  joy  and  pride  I  read  what  Colonel  Burr 
sa^-H  of  hin  daughter.  I  never  could  love  one  of  my  own  sex  as  I  do 
her.'*  Blennerhassett  himself  was  not  less  her  friend.  Luther 
Martin,  Buit*2I  chief  counsel,  alnioeit  worshiped  her.  ...  It  plainly 
apfioars,  too,  from  the  letters  and  journal  of  Blennerhassett*  that 
Alston  (lid  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  acquittal  and  aid  the  fallen 
f<irtun(H»  of  Burr,  and  that  he  did  so.  not  because  he  believed  in  him, 
hut  l>ecause  he  loved  his  Theodosia.     (114) 

Tlieodosia  Burr  has  been  a  fruitful  theme  for  the  author,  the  artist, 
and  the  |>oet.  Mystery*  has  a  gn*at  and  enduring  chaim.  If  she  had 
fallen  overlxmnl  and  been  drowned,  her  name  would  have  been  for- 
^tten  lon|2^  a|^,  or  have  received  only  casual  mention.  It  seems 
alnitwt  unkind,  a  Hort  of  treachery,  to  tell  the  exact  truth  as  regards 
her  fate  an<i  deprive  lier  memory  of  its  constant  revival  and  sym- 
p.ithctic  iterati<»n.  It  is  iconoclastic.  It  destroys  an  idol  of  the  mind 
an<l  leaves  -  a  blank.  Truth  is  mighty,  but  it  often  has  a  depressing 
effect  on  romance  -  hut  it  mu.*tt  prevail,  in  the  end,  no  matter  how 
many  idols  are  shattere<l.     (11*5) 

Slie  wa-s  ran'fully  eilucatcnl  and  became  very  accomplished,  show- 
ing particular  lin^iistic  talent.  After  the  death  of  Mn.  Burr  she 
pn-««i«le(]  over  her  fatlier*s  household  until  her  marriage  in  1801  to 
(iovemor  .Vision,  of  South  Carolina.  Her  correspondence  with  her 
fathfT  after  htT  removal  to  the  South  is  of  great  interest  and  shows 
continued  devotion  to  his  interests.      Her  beauty,  brilliant  penonalityt 
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and  rrlaticMuihip  to  the  famnus  statcaman  drew  pnbjc 
rsi|iecta]lv  ciunnj(  her  father*  trial,  and  had  the  effect  of 
public  ifyii]|wthy  on  hiii  behalf.     (110) 


No  hi-artleM  villain,  nuvh  ast  Aamn  Burr 
c^Mild  havt'  wtm  and  n*tainnl  the  l<»ve  cif  iiurh  a  wifr 
dauf^hter  m»  Kurr  ha<l.     When  all  the  other  wit 
lc*t  the  two  TlniidiMiaM  lie  suniinoneil,  and  eapeciallv 
who  !(how<i|  towani  liiiii  an  affectionate  veneralimi 
anv  n^finltil  in  lii>torv  or  niniaiice.     Such  an  mhrijcmlr  aa 

a  • 

the  yoijiipT  niii'it  avail  in  Mime  dein^re*  e^'en  thnu|^  tbe  ra^fil 
bniu^ht  iM'fon*  the  liar  of  Heaven  itself.     (117) 


iffwuconx      Tv 


It  w  A>  lliirr*<«  |»hilo(u»|»liy  ti»  **acce|it  the  inevitable 
lie  n-!Milvii)  ill  youth  alwu\*i  to  lie  cheerful.     Whilr  he  |Mrt 
rxliTiial  tiling  that  Mi>^-7*tt*«l  Thi'tHlnMa.  ami  bncv  with  h 
tiiiiHtl  ^Tiio*  aii«l  rhtt'rfiiJnt'^.H  this  pnifounde»t  afilicli«ici.  iKr 
\i\>  «la)i^litfr  mIiImiI  him  of  his  imvnti^e  to  mturr  bimarlf  U> 
aihl  til  n-piiii  u  fiirtiiiit*.     With  the  hfe  i/ 
futlifT''«  unihitmii      ( llH) 

'llii-n*.   liMi.  cuiiH*  Jmlf^*  Ofcilen    tlilwardii,  Ibrn 
hmi^^iii  iiiHiitir  liiiiiM*  at  WiM  New  lin^hton.  rolcmrl  Rirbaid  I 
ami  a  fi-M    «itli«T  faithful  (im-?*  wh*iM-  nainea  are  un 
iHirirait   nf  lii«  l«»*»t  'lliitiilii^ia.   who  stands  forth   in 
iMililf^t  iif  ilaii^hti*r*.  hunt;  in  fnmt  of  thr  hc^l      ThrouKli 
hi-  iiiTitij  iJit.iiii  ^'iini|i<»«*<*  iif  faiinliar  strt^'tx  wherr  he  had 
uiMi   liiH  ^^.fi-.  'rii«iHliK»ia   Pn*\(i«t.  the  io%-ely  nierr  dt  Ihr 
'lli'iiiia«  It.iriiiM.  iif  .\nilNi\.      (lltM 

\\!i:it>\ir  liiHiriiM  iiia\    In*  i-ntrrtamr^i  of  the  father,  the 
i>f  f!ii-  iLintrdti-r  mmi«I  U'  ri'M'n^l  a^  mif  of  thr  l«i%efae»t  aad 
•  •ill  lit   ••(    VriiiTiiaii   uiiiiM'H.  uimI   thf  n'\flalion  itf  her 
<  .HI  ttiiU   «i  m-  til  iii\f*t  that  iiit-iuiin  wilh  a  iiu 
I  !n'l\   mii-n  *1       ■  It?" 

\fil   l)ii-  li.i«i   iiitrn-^tiiit;  |i.iii  iif   Mr    t 'harien   Rurr  ToAd't 

l>  ••i:rnpK;<  nl  u<irk  t  .iljnl  "Thr  Tnir  Aartm  Rurr."  ia  the 

I  );•  ..!..«<:!  iliirr  \!«tMii.  wliinr  trafpi  fatr  lia«  niaile  her  uar  of  ihi 

iii»frt««f.ii^  fur^in-*  III   \iiifni-aii  lii*li»r\       i  Wl) 

I  ri-«i|  \iMir  ^taliiiiriit  in  Ihr  l'hila«Irlphia  l^rram  uf  J«K  M 
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gud  to  Uie  take  at  ThKulnna  Burr.  GUJ  *l«raj-*  la  lekm  Kimrtbiiif[ 
thkl  [iii|[bl  motlif^  Ihe  [inrvniling  opinion  tt»  to  Ibr  Irrrililr  mi)  of  mi 
gitml  ft  wuniMi.  The  life  <if  father  uid  lUugbter  la  the  tadikst  of  «U 
AiDMicwi  history.     (lU) 

In  Ajmm  Burr'*  heart  iwrlaiiil.v  there  wu  tptttt  far  ■  rerj  bcMitJful 
drrolion  to  hia  (l»Uf(hlrr,  ThmJiMiii,  to  blooin.  No  murv  etijtuidle 
tmBu\y  lellen  uajr  bo  found  uij^here  th&n  those  which  iHuual  betwran 
thne  two.     (Ii.1) 

Ilurr*ii  love  for  hia  child,  Theodcieis,  and  hn-  love  fur  him.  i>  no- 
wfacTc  dupliotrd  in  the  rmlin  cjf  puetiy  and  roinancf.     (lH) 

Burr'«  derotion  lo  his  daughter,  and  that  dautihtef't  Ghal  derotion 
to  him.  ia  ocu  of  the  oicnt  patbrlic  in>l«nce>  in  hictorjr.     (lU) 

Thet«  will  1  aak  of  Chmt.  the  Lord, 
llii*  murh  for  faim  «bi)  me; 
Only  to  Lvc  aa  once  on  earth 
With  Ixive,  —  only  to  be. 
And  then  awhile,  for  ever  no* 
Together,  1  and  be. 


Utf  €nt 
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CHAPTER  XX 

AUTHORITIES    AND    REFERENCES  —  BIBLIOGRAPHT  — 

PERSONAL  AND  TOPICAL  INDEX 

THEODOSIA'S  life  story  ended  long  ago,  and 
with  the  preceding  chapter  closed  our  recital 
of  its  joys  and  sorrows;  a  joyful  birth,  a  tempestuous 
life,  a  tragic  death.  Into  her  life,  and  that  of  her 
father,  came  many  incidents  and  almost  countless 
personages.  Many  of  these  are  recalled  or  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  pages;  for  that  reason  it  has 
l)een  deemed  a  duty  due  the  reader  to  make  the 
pages  of  the  volume  accessible  in  many  ways.  Three 
have  l>een  selected;  the  first  is: 

Authorities  and  References.  —  Instead  of  de- 
tracting from  the  symmetry  of  the  book  pages  by 
the  use  of  foot-notes,  numbers  have  been  inserted 
in  the  text  referring  to  the  notes  beginning  on  page 
4()1.  Each  note  has  a  back  reference  to  the  page 
upcm  which  its  number  may  l>e  found  in  the  volume. 

As  the  hooks,  magazines,  and  newspapers,  and 
names  of  authors  referred  to,  are  not  in  alphabetical 
order  under  "Authorities  and  References,**  they 
have  been  brought  into  that  form  in  the  second 
section  of  this  chapter  entitled  Bibliography. 

The  third  section.  Personal  and  Topical  In* 
DKX,  niHHls  no  explanation.  It  has  been  made  full» 
but,  it  is  hoped,  not  too  much  so. 
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(Tht  pact  numbtn  at  th*  9od  ci  mA  aolt  nfw  to  th*  vohaM  MmH.] 

I.  Edmund  Bufkc  in  The  EDcydopgdui  BritMmiqi>  VoL  1V>  p.  5«.  (fim 
page  I.) 

9.  EdHor't  Study  in  Htipcr^t  MmOMj  Maguaob,  imauj.  It0«»  p.  Sit. 
(See  page  5.) 

S.  Tbe  Journal  of  JamM  lichrin,  Priiale  Soldier  m  AiiMld*t  KuwlJIfca 
AipuiMt  Quebec,  in  the  Year  1775.  With  Noles  and  an  Introdnctmi  bgr  Aadraw 
A.  Mehin,  PbrtUnd,  Me.  Hubfaaid  W.  Byimnt.  PliblUMr.  IMt.  EdUioa 
limited  to  i50  copies.     (See  page  5.) 

4.  A  General  History  of  the  Burr  Fkmily,  with  a  Genealoipcal  Reooid 
from  1198  to  lft91,  by  CharleR  Burr  Todd.  Printed  for  the  Author  by  the 
Knickerbocker  Vnm  (G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons),  New  York.  1801.  Edition  linntod 
to  500  copiffl.     (Sfe  pagee  6  and  72.) 

5.  Notable  Americans,  A  Biographical  Dictionary  Containing  Brief  BiQgis- 
pliies  of  Authors,  Administrators,  Clenormen,  Conunandera,  Editon,  Eofpneoi^ 
Jurists,  Merchants,  Officials,  Philanthropists,  Scientists,  Statesmen,  and  Olhen 
who  are  Making  American  History.  Editor-in-chief  Roaster  Johmon,  F1iJ>^ 
LL.D.  Managing  Editor  John  Howard  Brown.  Published  by  The  Bh^iniphi 
caJ  Society.  Boston,  Mam.,  1904.    Vol.  X.     (See  page  14.) 

6.  Ten  Co-educated  Girls  Two  Hundred  Years  Ago.  By  Mnk  H.  M.  Fl»- 
krtt.    Scrilmer's  Monthly,  April.  1903,  pp.  450-459.     (See  page  14.) 

7.  Hartford.  Connecticut,  Daily  Courant,  October  6.  1908.     (See  page  la.) 

8.  From  Mrs.  Harricttc  Clarke  Sprague,  Dowagiac,  Michigan.  (See  page 
19.) 

9.  The  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rercmid  Mr.  Jonathan  Edwards.  Aui  L 
Containing  tiie  HI<itory  of  hw  life  from  his  Birth  to  his  Settlement  in  the  Work 
cif  thr  MiiUHtn-.  Printed  by  S.  Kneeland,  Boston.  Mass.,  1764.  (Sae  pagee 
'il  and  .'M  ) 

10.  ConuDcmonitivr  Diiionune  in  The  Memorial  Volume  of  The  Edwards 
Fsniily  Meeting;  at  St<ickbridge,  Mass.,  September  6-7,  A.D.  1870.  Boston 
(  VtfigTPgational  Publishing  Stx'irty.  1871.     (See  pagee  tS  and  55.) 

II.  Thr  lllustratfil  Story  of  the  llaU  of  Fame,  fay  Louis  Albert  B^nka. 
I>.1> .  PuNinhnl  in  New  Yoric.  10O«,  by  the  Christian  Herald.  (See  pagee  •4. 
03.  atui  87.) 
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12.  History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  «t  Newark,  New  Jcmy.  by 
Dr.Steanw.  Also  the  Tuttle  Famiiy,  by  Gforse  FMerick  Tuttle.  Ptafalkbid 
by  Tuttle  &  Company,  Official  State  Printen,  Rutland.  VcrmooL  (Sn  pa^ 
26.) 

13.  The  Human  Legacy  of  Jonathan  Edwards.  By  Edhh  A.  WiMfcipL 
puUished  in  The  World's  Work,  October,  1903.     (See  page  96.) 

14.  From  private  letter  from  Miss  T.  V,  Little,  Newton  Centre.  Mas. 
(Hee  page  30.) 

15.  Fnmi  private  letter  from  Prof.  Alexander  Wilder,  MJ>^  of  Ncwaifc. 
N.  J.     {See  page  38.) 

16.  Article  by  B.  P.  IVilmer.  in  The  Boston  Sunday  Gkibe,  October  4.  IMB. 
{See  page  38.) 

17.  llie  Life  and  Character  of  the  I^te  Reverend.  Learned,  and  P&out 
Jonathan  Kd wards,  IVcsident  of  the  Coliey^  ni  New  JerMy.  Together  witk 
Extracts  from  his  IVivate  Writinf^a  and  Diary,  and  also  Eighteen  Scicrtwi 
Sermons.  Edinburyirh :  IVinted  for  and  by  Alexander  Jardine.  Bark  ol  Gann 
L(M-h*s  Land.  Forrmter*s  Wynd..  1799.     (See  pagee  39,  45,  67.  78,  79.  mrf  MJ 

IH.  The  BcwtcHi  Trav<'l«T,  Au^nist  9,  1906.     {See  page  43.) 

19.  N«>w  France  and  Now  En^iui,  by  IV^f.  John  Fiske.     (5er  page  44.) 

iO.  Bioffraphical  Sketches  of  IVc-eminent  Americans.  Published  by  E.  W. 
Walker  &  Company.  HuHtoii.  Mass.,  101-105  Chauncy  Street.     {See  pmge  44.i 

<].  l^ic  IIliLstret«'f!  Animcnn  Hio^n^phy  of  the  Principal  Acton  in  Amtri- 
can  IIistor>'.  Vol.  II.  By  .V.  I).  Jihioa.  INihlished  by  J.  Mflton  EmcfMn  k 
Company/^  GM  Strret,  Nei»-  York.  N.  Y.,  1H54.     {Set  page  148.) 

ti.  ionatlian  (UlwartLs.  by  01i\-er  Wrndcll  Holniea.  Publiabcd  in  Thr 
Iiitrniational  Kcview,  July,  1880.     (See  page  56.) 

^S.  From  a  M-rmon  by  Rfv.  John  Coli^man  Adams,  preached  at  the  Ckinrk 
of  the  Redeemer.  Hartfoni,  Conn.,  and  reported  in  The  Hartford  Da^y  CowanL 
O-toU-r  5.  1903.     iSre  page  57.) 

"ii.   F^litoriHl  in  'Hie  Boston  Transnipt,  Oclolier  5.  1908.     {Sm  page  59.  > 

'is.  Rev.  TImmiuls  B.  (irrypory,  in  The  Bonton  American.  January  8^  1904 
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ii\.  ColhHiions  nf  the  New  Jeney  Historical  SociHy.  Vol.  IV.  PtalilMd 
by  the  Soeiety.  1H64.     (See  jnge  71.) 

H.  IVesideiit  J.  E.  Rankin  of  Howard  rniveraity.  in  "Die  Iuili|MiMh1 
(X-tolier  ^.   1N96.     (See  fnige  74.) 

^.  IlUtiiricnl  I>is(iiur(eH  Kelatiiif;  to  the  Fint  IVesliytefian  Chovli  ia 
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'Mk  .ViiifHcan   BioKraplucai   I>j('ti«inary.    By  William  AlkB,D.D. 
liiJu^l  by  John  V.  Jcwett  &  Company.  Boston  Blass..  1857.     {/Sm  mage  79.) 
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88.  Historic  HouMs  of  New  Jef9fy.    By  W.  Ji^  Biaii.    PUhUiedhyThe 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Company.  Philadelphia  and  London.  1002,  pp.  151,  15t. 
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